 SAPPER HENRY FAIRWEATHER

15310 – Field Company Engineers / Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company

Dundee, Forfarshire, Scotland was the birthplace of Henry (Harry) Fairweather about 1883, the son of Alexander and Margaret Fairweather.  In the 1891 Census of Scotland the family were living at 2 Seatraes Cottage and consisted of Alexander, railway porter (34), Margaret (44) Henry (8) scholar, and Martha (7). 

His apprenticeship as an electrician was served with the Angus Electric Light and Power Company, Montrose, Scotland.

In the Scottish Census for 1901 home was at 31 Regorm Street, Dundee and living there were Alexander (55) Henry (19) Apprentice Electric Engineer, Martha (18) and James (10).  Others in the house were George Mudie (55) factory mechanic, Mary Mudie (53) housekeeper, and Christina Dunbar (24) coffee house waitress.

Passenger Mr Harry Fairweather (27) electrician, embarked from Liverpool, England and arrived in Sydney on May 1, 1909 on the Suevic.  His name is listed among the new arrivals to land in Australia:

At Victoria Barracks, Sydney, NSW on February 16, 1916 the thirty three year old electrician applied to enlist for active service abroad.  Passing the preliminary medical examination personal particulars on the Application how he was single, 164cms (5ft 4¾ins) in height with a chest expansion of 80-90cms (31½-35½ins).  Postal address was Lyndhurst, Railway Street, Rockdale, NSW.  The enlisting officer accepted his application the same day.

Attestation Forms were completed after the final medical examination and describe him further as having a fresh complexion with hazel eyes that tested to good vision and dark brown hair.  Medical notation was he had ‘Typhoid Fever 10 years ago.’  Religious faith was Presbyterian.  Next-of-kin was his aunt Elizabeth Ballantyne, of North Lodge Cortachy Castle, Kirriemuir, Scotland.  He was sworn in on March 16, 1916.

Basic training commenced with the Engineer Reinforcements (2nd Military District) until June 6, 1916 when he was assigned to the September Reinforcements to the Field Company Engineers at the Engineer’s Depot in Moore Park, Sydney.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 15310.

The Reinforcements embarked on October 7, 1916 on board the transport HMAT A40 Ceramic from Sydney, NSW.  The ship arrived at Durban on October 25 and left on October 28, 1916.  Cape Town was the next port-of-call on October 30 and departed on November 1, 1916.  Sapper Fairweather was treated for Influenza on November 11 in the ship’s hospital.  Docking at St Vincent on November 13 the transport refuelled and sailed the same day.  After a voyage of forty-six days their destination at Plymouth, England was reached on November 21, 1916 under the Master of the Ship, John Stivey and the Officer Commanding Troops, Colonel J.W. Macarthur-Onslow.  

The Reinforcements marched into the Aust Details No. 3 Camp at Parkhouse the next day for further training for the front.

On January 4, 1917 the Reinforcements marched into the Engineers’ Depot at Brightlingsea.  They proceeded to France from Folkstone on March 18 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot at Etaples a day later.  About April 1, 1917 Sapper Fairweather was assigned to the 2nd Division Engineers and taken on strength on April 8 with the 7th Field Company.

His civilian trade of electrician was important to the work of the Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company therefore was transferred for duty on July 18, 1917 and taken on strength the same day.  Two days later he was attached for duty.

Service continued without incident, injury or illness and he was issued with Blue Chevrons to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months service abroad.

On April 24, 1918 he went to hospital sick but returned to duty on April 30, 1918.

He was with the unit when Peace was declared and they remained on the front continuing to generate electricity and repair and supply mobile equipment for pumping water to rehabilitate the country.

On January 17, 1919 Sapper was granted leave from France proceeding on January 13 and returning to duty on January 27, 1919.

Orders were given to return to the Aust Base Depot on April 28, 1919 and crossed the English Channel marching into the Royal Brigade Aust Artillery camp at Heytesbury the next day.

After being demobilised he embarked for Australia on the H.T. Ormonde on June 16, 1919.  The ship docked in Sydney, NSW (2nd M.D.) on August 4, 1919.  News of their arrival was reported in the:


 At the Medical Board held at the Anzac Buffet in the Sydney Domain he was assessed and the following statement resulted from his examination:


“I am not suffering any disability due to or aggravated by War Service, and feel fit and well.








(Sgd) H. Fairweather.”   

As a result discharge was recommended.

Military Discharge was issued in Sydney, NSW (2nd M.D.) on September 11, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.

His Will was forwarded to be filed in the 2nd Military District on January 31, 1920.

The British War Medal (56377) and the Victory Medal (54781) were issued for serving his country to Sapper 15310 Field Company Engineers / Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company.

In 1937 his residence was 188 Forest Road, Arncliffe with the occupation of electrician.  By 1949 he was living at 20 Belgrave Esplanade, Sylvania and this changed in 1958 to 22 Belgrave Esplanade with his trade as electrician.

Henry Fairweather died aged 80 years on April 17, 1961.  Funeral arrangements were advertised in the:


Harry Fairweather was a member of the A.E.M.M.B.C. & Tunnellers’ Anzac Day Reunion who met after the Anzac march in Sydney each year and his name appears in their registers as the following:


1928
c/o Ultimo Power House, Tramway Dept, Ultimo changed to 20 Villiers Street, Rockdale


1934
Belgrave Esplanade, Sylvania

       1960-61
20 Belgrave Esplanade Sylvania

His ashes are listed to be buried in the grounds of the Woronora Crematorium with no exact location given. 
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Sydney Morning Herald Friday April 30, 1909:


SUEVIC DUE TO-MORROW


The White Star liner Suevic, from Liverpool, via Captetown, bound to Sydney, resumed her voyage from Melbourne yesterday, and is due here to-morrow morning.  The following is a list of the passengers:


Mr H. Fairweather 					                               Article abridged





Sydney Morning Herald Tuesday August 5, 1919:


ORIENT LINER ORMONDE


The O.R.M.S. Ormonde, which arrived at Sydney yesterday from London, via ports, berthed at Circular Quay, after landing her troops at Woolloomooloo.


The Ormonde is the latest addition to the Orient S.N. Company’s fleet, having being completed in November, 1917, at Glasgow.  She has a cruiser stern, and is 580ft 51 tons, has a breadth of 66ft 7ins, and a depth of 40ft 5ins.  											Article abridged


BY THE ORMONDE


SOLDIER AND NURSES WELCOMED


With all the arrangements for their reception carried out without hitch or delay of any kind under fine weather conditions, 467 soldiers who had represented New South Wales in the war landed from the troopship Ormonde yesterday morning.  In addition to the men for this State the Ormonde brought 265 Queenslander and 20 officers and 17 nurses for New Zealand.  Representatives of the Red Cross executive looked after the New Zealanders.  Mr C.W. Oakes represented the State Government at the disembarkation, and Lieut Williams took the place of Capt Taylor, M.C., who has retired from the position of Staff-officer for Invalids and Returned Soldiers.


The scene was one of great animation as the Red Cross motor cars with the New South Wales men entered the Anzac Buffet, and there were many happy re-unions while morning tea was being served by Red Cross Voluntary Aids under the direction of Miss Evans.     					Article abridged





Sydney Morning Herald Tuesday April 18, 1961:


DEATHS


FAIRWEATHER, Henry (Harry) 17 April, 1961 at Sutherland Shire Hospital, aged 80 years.  At rest.  See Wednesday’s “Herald” for funeral notice.





Sydney Morning Herald Wednesday April 19, 1961:


FUNERALS


FAIRWEATHER—The Friends of the late HENRY (HARRY) FAIRWEATHER, of 22 Belgrave Esplanade, Sylvania, are invited to attend his funeral; to leave Olsen’s chapel, Prince’s Highway, Sutherland, Today (Wednesday) at 11 a.m., for the Crematorium Woronora.


H.N. OLSEN PTY LTD


Sutherland Shire                                       LB2396








