SAPPER ARTHUR EDWARD FACE

 6925 – 2nd Tunnelling Company

Arthur Edward Face was born in London, England in the first quarter of 1867 the son of Charles and Mary Elizabeth (nee Hopkins) Face and registered at St George Hanover Square.  In 1871 the family were living at Sparkhill Building Land, Worcestershire and consisted of Charles (34) Smith’s tinker, wife Elizabeth (35) dressmaker, and children Charles F (9), Anne L. (7), Arthur E (4), Francis W (2) and Emma E. (1mth) with William Marsden their boarder.

A decade later in 1881 their residence was in Sturge Street, Yardley, Sparkhill with citizens of the household being Charles (44), Elizabeth (45), Frederick (19), Arthur (14) carpenter, Willie (13) office boy and Florrie (4).

Four years later Arthur accompanied family to Queensland leaving London on February 10, 1885 on board the Royal Mail Ship Merkara.  Among the passengers listed were Henry Face (36) wife Sarah (39) and two children Quilla (9) and John (5) and Arthur (18).  Other siblings would soon follow.  News of the ship’s arrival was published in: 

It appears Charters Towers was their destination where gold mining was at its peak.

In 1892 the following was published in the:  
From 1903 to 1913 Arthur is recorded living at Mt Leyshon Road, Charters Towers working as a miner and in 1908 his mother Elizabeth is residing there also until she died on 11th December, 1911 aged 75 years.  In 1916 his residence was in Towers Street.
Volunteers from mining trades could volunteer to reinforce the Mining Battalion.  Men from 21 years to 49 years were still being accepted into the Battalion.  Arthur enlisted at the Charters Towers Town Hall on October 12, 1916.  His enlistment was recognised in the newspaper as follows:

    
After being scrutinised by the medical officer he was sworn in on October 23, 1916.  His Attestation forms shows he was 164cms (5ft 4ins) in height with a 90cm (33-35in) chest and weighed 54½kgs (120lbs).  Fair was his complexion matched with brown eyes and dark brown hair and he was dentally fit.  Methodist was given as his religion and he nominated as his next of kin his sister, Mrs Florence Emily Clark of Mosman Cottage, Charters Towers, Queensland.  

From October 26, 1916 he received basic military training at the 11th Depot Battalion, Enoggera, Qld.  On December 16, 1916 he was granted home leave spending a few days during the Christmas period from December 20 to January 3, to farewell relatives and dispose of mining shares and finalise private business.  Upon his return to the 1st Military District Miners Depot preparations were made to receive further training at the Seymour Camp, Victoria beginning January 12, 1917.  He was assigned the rank of Sapper and the Regimental number 6925 and placed with the February 17 Reinforcements.

Sapper Face embarked from Melbourne, Victoria on May 11, 1917 on board HMAT A9 Shropshire, which docked at Fremantle, W.A. then Durban and Cape Town.  During the voyage a letter dated July 12 was written by the medical officer.  It stated:

Re Sapper Face, Arthur Edward.

On June 29 I saw Sapper Face in a fit which was typical of Jacksonian Epilepsy.  

Left side of face and left arm twitched convulsively, patient was quite conscious 

during the fit.

Patient had similar fits on June 25th and June 30th. 




Waldo Connolly,





Captain A.A.M.C.

The voyage terminated five days afterwards on July 19, 1917 at Plymouth, England.  The Reinforcements were detrained at Tidworth, England, and the following day they marched in to Parkhouse to the 1 & 3 camps remaining until August 18 when they proceeded to France via Southampton.  At the Aust. General Base Depot in Rouelles the Reinforcements were detailed to the Tunnelling companies.  Sapper Face was attached to the 2nd Tunnelling Company on September 2nd, 1917 but returned to Rouelles and the A.G.B.D. on November 30.

He was transferred to England on the hospital ship on December 19, 1917 diagnosed with Epilepsy and marched in to the No 2 Command Depot Weymouth for permanent base duties.  His hospital admission reports:


“Says he has taken fits.  First “fit” in France. Otherwise feels well.”


                                            No 2 Aust. Command Depot, Westham, Weymouth.

The Medical Report dated the same day says:


Resulting from the Medical findings arrangements were made for him to return to Australia leaving London on the H.T. Balmoral Castle on February 1, 1918.  His sister Mrs F.E. Clark in Charters Towers, Qld was notified of his return on February 20.

Sapper Face disembarked in the 2nd Military District on March 22, 1918 then overland on March 28 to the 1st Military District where he was admitted to the 6th Australian General Hospital, Brisbane two days later.  Another medical report dated April 3rd recommended a discharge and he remained in hospital until April 6.  He was discharged on May 2, 1918.

Arthur returned to mining in Charters Towers and still was recorded as living in Towers Street.

For answering his country’s call for service overseas Sapper Arthur Edward Face, 2nd Tunnelling Company, received the British War Medal (29610) and the Victory Medal (28207).

His name appears in column 2 on the Charters Towers Methodist Circuit Honour Board 1914-1919.  This board is currently in the Charters Towers Folk Museum (formerly Zara Clark Museum).

The unveiling and description of the Church’s Honour Board was reported in:

Arthur Edward Face died as a result of his Epilepsy aged about 56 years on February 22, 1923.  Burial took place the following day in the Anglican portion of the Charters Towers Cemetery within section 13 in grave no. 6655.

A year later the following memorial notice was placed in the:
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 Footnote:  In the Register of Burials his surname is recorded as FRACE, Arthur Edward.
The Brisbane Courier Thursday April 9, 1885:


ARRIVAL OF THE R.M.S. MERKARA


THE B.I.S.N. Company’s R.M.S. Merkara from London, via ports, arrived off Cape Moreton at midday yesterday, and camp up the river in the afternoon, with assistance of the tug Boko.  The Brisbane contingent of her immigrants were speedily transferred to the Boko which landed them at the depot shortly afterwards.


The Merkara sailed from London on the 10th February with a total of 387 immigrants equal to 342 statute adults.


Captain G. Phillips reported fine heath was experienced during the voyage out, but we were unfortunate in having head winds.  Health on board was excellent.					Article abridged





North Queensland Register Wednesday August 10, 1892:


TUESDAY AUGUST 2ND


Debtors petition by Arthur Edward Face of Charters Towers, boot importer for adjudication of insolvency.  Mr O’Malley for petitioner.  Order accordingly.  1st Meeting 10th August.  Statement 9th August.





The Northern Miner October 12, 1916:





A.E. Face and J. Bontoft were the 998th and 999th men to enlist at the Town Hall in Charters Towers.





Pre-existing.  Age 52.  States he has fits every ten days or so since leaving Australia.  


5 months in France.  Aggravated by service.  Heart and chest clear.


Discharge.  Permanently unfit.


Decision outcome:  Discharge.  Overage.  Fits.





The Northern Miner Saturday November 17, 1917





Central Methodist Church unveiled their Circuit Honor Board.  Misses A. Percy and B. Charge doing the honours.  The falling of the veil displayed a very large tablet about 8 foot square of polished wood over-mounted with an elegant scroll on which are worked the Union Jack and the Australian Flags and the Words “Roll of Honor 1914 Charters Towers Methodist Circuit 19  .” [1919]





The 213 names lettered in gold and still 20 more to be added.  As the names written in 5 long columns were read out sympathetically, the named had been numbered with slain.  The Honor Board is the work of Mr Herbert Hall and the lettering gratuitous work of Mr F. Miscambre.





Northern Miner Friday February, 22 1924:


IN MEMORIAM


FACE.—In loving memory of our dear brother and uncle, Arthur Edward Face, who died February 22, 1923.


“Unto thy hands O Lord I come”


Inserted by Mr and Mrs Job Clark and family, and Mrs G. Bennett and family.








