SAPPER EDWARD SAMUEL ESSEN
4755 – 2nd Tunnelling Company
Glenorchy, Tasmania was the birthplace of Edward Samuel Essen on 9 September, 1874 the son of William Stephen (labourer died 1903) and Dorah (nee Webb) Essen.  Military experience was gained from the Tasmanian Rangers.  His marriage was celebrated by Rev. Gillman, Priest in Charge of the Roman Catholic Church, Strahan on 3 April, 1899 to Julia Elizabeth Hogan.  He went to work at Queenstown and was a member of the Australian Natives Association (local branch) participating in their activities and in 1910 was elected vice-president as reported in the:
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At the recruiting depot at Claremont (6th Military District) on 24 February, 1916 the married forty-one-year-old labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 180cms (5ft 11ins) tall, weighing 86kgs (189lbs) with a chest expansion of 97-100cms (38-39½ins) and had a fair complexion with good vision in his blue eyes and fair hair.  Distinctive mark was a keloid growth on left ankle.  Religion was Roman Catholic.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Mrs Julia Essen of Urquhart Street, Queenstown, Tas.  The Oath of Allegiance was signed and taken the following day. 
Acknowledgment to the new recruits was published in the:
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Basic training commenced with the No. 5 Tunnelling Company (6th Military District) from 24 February, 1916 until April 28.  The next day their section of 3 officers and 76 Other Ranks plus 8 Reinforcements were transferred to Broadmeadows Camp, near Melbourne, Vic (3rd M.D.) to join the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.) and also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic.)   His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 4755.

Early in May 1916 the No. 4 Tunnelling Company embarked from Brisbane, Qld aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.  At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training. 

The 7713-ton transport Warilda sailed from Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Vic the No. 5 company departing on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs.

Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Tunnelling Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs, set forth on their voyage the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  
Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight-day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Downs.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 28 August, 1916 arriving at the 2nd Aust Divisional Base Depot two days later.  Sapper marched out on 12 October from the 1st Anzac Reinforcement camp on 12 October and joined the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion on October 16, which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.  

Was attached on 20 October to the 1st Canadian Tunnelling Company.

 With news from camp in England his letter to his friend was published in the:


He became a member of the Catholic Soldiers’ Guild with their membership published in the:

On 23 December, 1916 went sick to the 138th Field Ambulance suffering myalgia (muscular pain) and transferred to the 41st Divisional Rest Station returning to duty on December 28.  
Sapper was taken on strength with the 2nd Tunnelling Company on 26 January, 1917.

Left again on 31 January, 1917 with myalgia for the 41st Divisional Rest Station progressing on 2 February to the 3rd Canadian Casualty Clearing Station.
Conveyed on Ambulance Train no.24 and admitted to the 14th General Hospital at Wimereux remaining until February 6 then to the 1st Convalescent Depot in Boulogne.  On 16 February was discharged to Base Details classed as “fit” marching into the Aust General Base Depot at Etaples on February 21.
On 29 March, 1917 went on permanent base duty to the II Anzac Headquarters at Etaples.

Went sick on 4 May, 1917 to the Aust General Base Depot until returned to England from Havre for permanent base duty there.  Marched in on 20 June to the No. 1 Command Depot at Perham Downs until 9 August moving to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth classed with C2 debility arriving the following day.  A letter to Base Records in Australia stated his address on 27 July, 1917 was Verne Camp, Portland.
Sapper Essen embarked for Australia on 10 September, 1917 on board H.T. Ulysses due to myalgia (legs).  Base Records would have advised his wife that he was returning home.  The troopship docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 13 November, 1917 with news of their arrival reported in the:


Their impending arrival together with a list of returning soldiers was reported in the:


The steamer Rotomahana brought the Tasmanian soldiers to Launceston with news of their welcome home appearing in the:
Military Discharge was issued in Hobart (6th M.D.) on 12 December, 1917 as medically unfit.
Anglesea Barracks, Hobart (6th M.D.) forwarded to Base Records on 6 June, 1918, as per their request, dates of his return and discharge.
In 1919 he was listed in Electoral Rolls at Urquhart Street, Queenstown working as a labourer.

For serving his country Sapper 4755 Edward Samuel Essen, 2nd Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (4083) and the Victory Medal (4073).

The Hobart branch of the Repatriation Commission requested a copy of his service records from Base Records which were sent on 31 March, 1931.

Edward Samuel Essen died on 25 February, 1947 [coroner gives 25th, newspaper says 27th] aged 72 years in the Lachlan Park Hospital, New Norfolk.  Announcement was placed in the:
An Inquest was held by the Coroner Richard E. Allwright on 27 February, 1947 and found the circumstances of the death Edward Samuel Essen, an of inmate of Lachlan Park Hospital, died of carcinoma of the prostrate.
Location of his grave does not appear in Cornelian Bay or Millington’s online records.


Mrs Julia Essen died in 1963.  Her grave is in Wynyard Cemetery, Tas.
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Footnote:

Jeff Essen notes that as a very young child the family lived at Collinsvale on a small farm growing vegetables.

From 1896-1899 he worked for the Mt Lyell Mine cutting firewood for the furnaces.

Examiner (Launceston) Friday June 3, 1910:


THE A.N.A.


QUEENSTOWN, Thursday


At the half-yearly meeting of the A.N.A. branch the following officers were elected for the ensuing term:


President, Mr J.L. McNeill; vice president, Mr E.S. Essen, secretary, Mr L.C. Sargeant, treasurer, Mr E. De Romford.										Article abridged





Examiner (Launceston) Thursday March 2, 1916:


ENTERED CLAREMONT CAMP


The undermentioned 19 men joined the Claremont Camp on Friday: Privates: E.S. Essen	     Article abridged





Spr Edward Samuel Essen


Photo sourced from ww1anzacs.com





Zeehan and Dundas Herald Wednesday October 11, 1916:


QUEENSTOWN – SAPPER E.S. ESSEN


The secretary of the A.N.A. (Mr L.C. Sargeant) forwards the following letter, under date 15.8.16, received from Sapper E.S. Essen, who is now on active service—Dear Friend, Just a few lines, hoping they will find yourself and all the other brothers well, as I am at present.  I may tell you that we had a grand trip over all the way, and I enjoyed it very much.  I saw by the paper that you had a good meeting.  The report was in one of the “Zeehan Heralds” we got, but I cannot think for the moment what it was about, so that you see we hear a bit about you.  The only item I can remember was that Mr Wakeham was in the chair.  You only get two minutes to look at the paper, for there are so many waiting to see it, and it has to go round.  Once you let it out of your hands you never see it again.  Tell Mr Douglas I have seen Charles, who is in the next camp to me.  He says that his brother is coming to the same camp this week.  We went to a picture show last night and it was very funny to see nearly all soldiers (for there are few others here).  We nearly died with laughing, as it only broke down ten times in an hour.  I will tell you more about it when I come back.  We are expecting to go up to London soon.  Some of the boys have been already, but our sections have not yet.  About a little village not far away called Ludgershall, the houses there are all built of brick and stone with thatched roofs.  There are three hotels, which they call inns.  One of them is where Dirk Turpin rode to the bar on horseback.  There are some very old castles, as well, and I have been trying to find out how long they have been built, but nobody seems to be able to tell you.  I was speaking to one old gentleman, who has lived here for 80 years and he said that they were the same when he was a boy.  I was in one of the churches which has a vault which states the occupants were laid to rest in 1462, but we cannot get any more information on that point.  One headstone bears a date June 1472.  Plenty of the village people have never been away from it, and may grow up and die there.  It is great fun to hear them talking of their village, which are about the size of Lynchford.  You can travel around from the camp for miles and see nothing but what they call farms.  It is great fun to watch them harvest, but the grass hay smells great in the mornings.  This is the first wet day we have had since we left Australia.  I am going to send you a photo I had taken here.  Things are very dear here—dearer than over your way, and many things you cannot get at all. Hope to hear from you some day.  Tell old friends that I am still amongst the living, and to ‘keep the home fires burning’ till we return.





W.A. Record (Perth) Saturday November 4, 1916:


CATHOLIC SOLDIERS’ GUILD


Writing from France, Corporal J.J. Purtell says the Soldiers’ Guild has so far given excellent results, and has been the means of restoring the Faith to the careless ones, and bringing back to God those who have forgotten Him for years.  He sends the following budget of names to be added to the membership of the Guild, and begs the prayers of our devout readers for their spiritual and temporal welfare:


Sapper: E.S. Essen,								Article abridged





Age (Melbourne) November 14, 1917: 


WOUNDED MEN RETURN – ENTHUSIASTIC PUBLIC WELCOME


A large contingent of Australian soldiers returned from the war yesterday morning.  At Port Melbourne there was a great gathering of their relations and friends, numbering several thousands, and the soldiers were given a most cordial reception.  The men were glad to get back again to Australia and their friends, that was plain enough; but it was plainer still that their friends and relatives were overjoyed at the return of the soldiers from the dangers and trials of their battle field.  Many of the men in this contingent had been on active service since the first units left these shores.  Some had lost a limb, others were much battle scarred.  Some were invalids.  Some others were convalescents.  All who were capable of sitting up and witnessing the enthusiasm that fairly bubbled from the crowd looked about them with pleased faces wreathed in smiles until each in his turn was recognised by his mother or wife or sister or sweetheart.


Altogether, the transport brought 881 soldiers.  There was amongst them 45 cot cases.  The debarkation took place without a hitch.  The cot cases were first sent away to hospital by ambulance.  The only trouble arose from the shortage of motor cars.  Car owners have always shown patriotic sympathy with the returned men and invariably have made a ready and amply sufficient response to all calls for their help when transports arrive; but there was a misunderstanding as to the requirements on this occasion, the number of men returning being unusually large.  Some of the cars had consequently to make two trips, and the work of debarkation was slightly delayed in consequence.


The procession through the city to Victoria Barracks was cheered by a large concourse of people, especially at the later place, where again a great and enthusiastic crowd had assembled.


The Victorians were motored to the pay office and afterwards given the customary leave of absence.


											Article abridged





North Western Advocate and the Emu Bay Times Friday November 16, 1917:


RETURNED SOLDIERS – 40 LAND IN LAUNCESTON


LAUNCESTON, Thursday—A party of 40 returned soldiers arrived at Launceston this afternoon by the Rotomahana.  Their names are:


Sapper E.S. Essen, 2nd Australian Tunnelling Company—Leg trouble			Article abridged		





Mercury (Hobart) Friday November 16, 1917:


RETURNED SOLDIERS WELCOMED AT LAUNCESTON


LAUNCESTON, November 15.


Another batch of sick and wounded soldiers, to the number of 43, arrived at Launceston to-day by the steamer Rotomahana from Melbourne, and were extended an enthusiastic welcome by a large number of citizens at the King’s wharf.  The reception band as present and played many patriotic airs.  The Automobile Club, as usual, had a large number of motor-cars in attendance, in which the Northern portion of the men were conveyed to the Base Hospital.  The Southern men travelled to Hobart by the express train soon after the arrival of the boat.


Amongst those present to welcome the men were the Mayor (Alderman W. Coogan), and Mr H. Weedon, the later representing the Red Cross Society.  Hearty cheers were given for the men as they disembarked.


The following are the names of the men:


Spr E.S. Essen, 2nd Tunnelling Co., sickness						Article abridged





Mercury (Hobart) Friday February 28, 1947:


DEATHS


ESSEN—On February 27, 1947, at Hobart, Edward Samuel Essen, beloved husband of Julia Essen, loved father of Roy.  Late of Queenstown, aged 72 years.





His headstone in Cornelian Bay Cemetery, Hobart


Photo sourced from Billiongraves website





Epitaph reads:  





Loved son of William and Dorah Essen, 


beloved husband of Julia, 


father of Roy.


Late of Queenstown


His duty nobly done.





Julia Essen’s grave in Wynyard Cemetery, Tas


Photo sourced from Find-a-Grave website submitted by Julie Henderson & Lacey Milier








