SAPPER JOSEPH SMITH ESCREET
2769 – 1st Tunnelling Company / Aust Employment Company
Joseph Smith Escreet was born on 25 August, 1883 at Wandiligong, Victoria the son of William Edward and Susannah (nee Smith) Escreet.  In 1903 he was on the goldfield in Western Australia working as a blacksmith and two years later was at Bismarck on the Darling Downs, Queensland as a labourer and by 1913 was a railway employee at Cunnamulla with the occupation of porter.
At the Darling Downs Central Recruiting Depot in Toowoomba on 5 January, 1916 the single thirty-three-year-old labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as born in Benalla, Vic and 183cms (6ft) tall, weighing 65kgs (134lbs) with a chest measurement of 97cms (38ins) and had a dark complexion with grey eyes testing to good vision and black and grey hair.  Medical note of a slight degree of varicose veins on his left leg.  Church of England was his religion.  Next-of-kin nominated was his father William Edward Escreet of Warranbayne, Baddaginnie, Vic.  Swearing in for the Oath of Enlistment took place the same day.

Acknowledgement to the new recruits was published in the:
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Basic training commenced with the 11th Depot Battalion at Enoggera Barracks from 7 January to 12 February, 1916 then allotted to the Mining Corps.  On 1 April was moved to the 3rd Reinforcements in No. 2 Company.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 2769.
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Eighty members of the Reinforcements departed on transport HMAT A14 Euripides from Melbourne, Vic on April 4, 1916.  He was admitted to the ship’s hospital on 10 April with suspected Meningitis and after five days a patient was discharged to duty on April 14, 1916.  During their voyage a port of call for refuelling was Colombo, Ceylon and terminated at the Suez about May 5 where the men were transhipped at Alexandria to the City of Edinburgh and continued their voyage to Marseilles France.  

Although not recorded Sapper Escreet appears to have had further illness requiring treatment in hospital and did not re-embark with the Reinforcements.  He left Alexandria, Egypt on 29 July, 1916 on transport Arcadian for England.
On 9 August, 1916 was attached in camp at Parkhouse, England to the Pioneer Battalion.  Leaving the Engineers Details camp on 15 October, 1916 proceeded to France arriving at the Aust General Base Depot on October 19 at Etaples.  On November 21 left to join the 1st Tunnelling Company and was taken on strength on November 23 who were situated Bailleul and working in the Poperinghe district, Belgium on the mining system of Hill 60 and Caterpillar (Hill 59.)
He went sick on 19 January, 1917 to 47th Divisional Rest Station with varicose veins in his left leg and moved to the 17th Casualty Clearing Station the following day.  On 22 January was conveyed on Ambulance Train no.24 to the 3rd Canadian General Hospital at Boulogne.  On 1 February went to the 7th Convalescent Depot then discharged to the Rest Camp.  
On 24 February went to the 32nd Stationary Hospital at Wimereux.  On 24 March was admitted to the 32nd Stationary Hospital then to the 1 Convalescent Depot in Boulogne and on 1 April was discharged to Base Details at the Aust General Base Depot at Etaples.  On April 4 marched in from Marlboro Details.  At the 5th Division Headquarters was assessed for Permanent Base Duties on 15 April, 1917.
The Medical Board classified him “A” fit on 18 August, 1917 and went from the 5th Aust Divisional Base as “permanent base” on 4 September to the 1st Anzac Headquarters on 10 September.  Was reclassified on 8 October, 1917 with “B” debility and on 11 November was transferred to the Aust Employment Company from 1st Anzac Headquarters and taken on strength from the 1st Tunnelling Company.

He was still with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.  Orders were received on 10 January, 1919 to report to the Aust General Base Depot and he transferred to England on 23 January, 1919.
A medical report while at No. 1 Command Depot on 25 January, 1919 reads:


Admitted to hospital on 25 January, 1919 – varicose veins
Sapper Escreet embarked for Australia on 9 February, 1919 on board H.T. Ascanius.  Base Records advised his father on 26 February that he was returning home.  His name was among those soldiers returning listed in the:

The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 3 April, 1919 with news of their arrival published in the:
The transport left for Sydney (2nd M.D.) and N.S.W. soldiers were welcomed back from quarantine with their homecoming reported in the:

The Queenslanders arrived at their final destination in Moreton Bay on 30 March, 1919 and declared a clean ship and were taken to the No. 6 Aust General Hospital at Kangaroo Point.  
Announcement of the arrangements appeared in the:

Sapper appeared before the Disembarkation Medical Board and his case reads:


No disability

(sgd.) J.S. Escreet



Pathological Report:
OK



Dentally fit

Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on 16 August, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.

Later that year he was listed working as a labourer at Cunnamulla, Qld.

He married in 1923 to Ethel Edith Williams possibly in the district.

They were listed at Brenda Station, Goodooga, Brewarrina in 1930 and 1931. In 1936 the couple were at Coomburrah Station, Bollon working as a labourer.  In 1943 were at the Camping Reserve, Charleville and a labourer and moved to Carter Street, Charleville living there between 1943 and 1958.

He appeared before the Police Court in Bourke, NSW and fined for the following:


In the local Council employees list in 1950 he was listed as follows:

From 1963 to 1972 they lived at the Pensioners’ Reserve with postal address as Post Office Charleville.

Joseph Smith Escreet passed away on 4 May, 1975 aged 92 years.  Interment took place in the Charleville Cemetery.

Mrs Edith Escreet died in 2000.

Their grave is in the Charleville Cemetery, Qld.
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Brisbane Courier Thursday January 6, 1916:


COUNTRY VOLUNTEERS


During the 24 hours ended 1 p.m. today 21 men presented themselves to the Toowoomba recruiting officer for examination and 20 were accepted.  Those accepted were: Joseph S. Escreet (Cunnamulla) Article abridged





Sapper J.S. Escreet


Photo sourced from Ancestry
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Darling Downs Gazette Friday March 7, 1919:


RETURNING TROOPS BY S.S. ASCANIUS


Returning by the S.S. Ascanius.


Sapper J.S. Escreet, Toowoomba							Article abridged





The Argus Thursday April 3, 1919:


RETURNING SOLDIERS - TODAY’S DISEMBARKATION


At 10 o’clock this morning about 400 returned soldiers from the troopship Ascanius, who have been in quarantine, will disembark at the New Pier, Port Melbourne.


On Monday those who returned on the transport Orca will be released from quarantine anytime, and will also disembark at Port Melbourne.


All motorists who are able to assist on this occasion are requested by the Royal Automobile Club to be at the pier at that time.  Relatives and friends of the soldiers are advised to assemble at Sturt-street, as they will not be allowed to travel in the cars.





Evening News Friday 4 April, 1919:


HOME AGAIN – ASCANIUS TROOPS LAND – 370 MEN WELCOMED


After a week in quarantine at North Head, the troops who arrived by the Ascanius were released this morning.  They were conveyed by the ferry steamer to Woolloomooloo Bay, where they were officially welcomed by the District Commandant Major-General Lew and other military officers.


Arrangements for disembarkation were efficiently carried out under the direction of Captain Dunn, Commander Ross and Captain Richardson.


The Red Cross motor cars were in readiness and as soon as the men stepped ashore they were conveyed to the Anzac Buffet, Domain.  A large gathering of relatives and friends gave free vent to the festivities, and after the reunion had been affected, with its many pathetic scenes the staff of the buffet, under Miss Evans, entertained the men to light refreshments.





Brisbane Courier Tuesday April 1, 1919:


RETURNING SOLDIERS – THE ASCANIUS CONTINGENT


The troopship Ascanius arrived at the Moreton Bay quarantine anchorage yesterday morning and after inspection by the medical boarding officer was declared a “clean’ ship.  There are 170 troops, including nine officers, one nurse, and eight civilians on board the vessel. The chief Federal Quarantine Officer stated yesterday that the troops from the Ascanius would be disembarked at an early hour this morning, and should arrive at the Kangaroo Point Hospital jetty at about noon.  				 Article abridged





Western Herald (Bourke) Friday October 10, 1947:


POLICE COURT


On Thursday morning at the local Court House, on a charge of stealing a brooch the value of 2/6, two men, Joseph Escreet and Lindsay Charles Ward were each fined £2- or four-days imprisonment.  The defendants came to Bourke in a droving plant from Queensland.





Charleville Times Thursday February 9, 1950:


COUNCIL EMPLOYEES


Following were the employees official Town Council as tables at last meeting by Overseer of Works:


Labourers, L. Clare, R. Gaskin, J. Escreet, J. McComiskey, W. Scott, R. Escreet.		Article abridged





Their grave in Charleville Cemetery, Qld


Photo sourced from Find-a-Grave website contributed by Elly56








