SAPPER JOHN DANIEL ELSTON
4323 – 6th Tunnelling Company
Quebec, Canada was stated to be the birthplace of John Daniel Elston about 1865.  He came to Western Australia and there is a John Elston arrived at Albany, W.A. from London on the steamer Essex in1914.
At the recruiting depot in Geraldton, W.A. on 3 February, 1916 the forty-one year old miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 177cms (5ft 9¼ins) tall, weighing 70.4kgs (155lbs) with a chest expansion of 88-94cms (34½-37ins) and had a pale complexion with light brown hair and his grey eyes passed the eye test with poor vision in his right eye and good sight in the left one.  Distinctive marks were one vaccination mark on his right arm and a scar on the left groin.  Religion was Church of England.  Next-of-kin initially nominated was his sister Jane Roberts of Boroven, Quebec, Canada and later changed another sister to Miss Eleanor Elston of 94 Leake Street, Perth.  After he married before departure to Ellen Bertha Cross her address as next-of-kin was 47 Fitzgerald Street, Perth.  
Acknowledgement to the departing volunteers was published in the:
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At Blackboy Hill camp, near Perth on 5 February, 1916 he signed and took the Oath of Allegiance and allotted to Area 3 for basic training until 10 March when allotted to the No. 6 Tunnelling Company.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 4323.

Recruiting for the No. 6 Tunnelling Company had commenced on March 7, 1916 by Captain Lawson and his four officers.  Instruction classes were formed of officers and N.C.O.’s as there was insufficient time to attend the Engineer’s School in Sydney.  Recruits were forthcoming in abundant numbers and the aim was to have good physical types of skilled W.A. Miners.  

At Blackboy Hill camp the new company paraded daily with sister companies until March 27 when the Company moved camp to Belmont camp where four sections were created and training continued through April and May. The remainder of May was occupied in the usual training: musketry, trench work and night work while equipment and clothing issue was also in progress.  Here a difficulty was met in that the general size of the men was considerably above the average and some little trouble was experienced in getting all accurately fitted.

Across the country early in May, 1916 the No. 4 Tunnelling Company consisting of six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks making up two sections, embarked from Brisbane, Qld aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  
At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   

The 7713-ton transport Warilda departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). One Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  
The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs.  The No. 6 Company paraded through the city of Perth where the fine physique of the men, who marched with arms bare to the elbow excited universal admiration.
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Reports on the No. 6 Tunnelling Company were as follows:
The transport arrived in port at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916.  The whole company consisting of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 officer and 32 O.Rs entrained at Belmont at 2 p.m., every man physically fit being present and boarded Warilda which left the harbour the same evening.

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Downs.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 28 August, 1916 arriving at the 2nd Aust Divisional Base Depot two days later.  On 12 October he left the Aust Corps Depot’s Reinforcement Camp to join the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.  He was attached to the 1st Canadian Tunnelling Company on October 26.
On 29 November, 1916 he went to the 139th Field Ambulance diagnosed with D.A.H. (disordered action of heart) and sent to the 41st Divisional Rest Station.  On December 1, after appearing before the Medical Board, was sent for permanent base details at the Aust General Base Depot at Etaples the following day.  He was invalided to England on December 29 marching into the No. 1 Command Depot at Perham Downs’ camp on 2 January, 1917.  On January 23 was reclassed with C3 debility until 19 February, 1917 when he marched out for the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth.

Sapper Elston embarked at Devonport, England for discharge in Australia, due to overage and an invalid on May 4 and the transport left Plymouth for the voyage to Australia.  Base Records advised his wife that he was returning home.

News of the soldiers returning home was published in the:    

Their arrival was reported in the:
Sapper disembarked and went to the No. 8 Aust General Hospital on 17 July, 1917 then discharged to the Details camp at Karrakatta on July 27.
Military Discharge was issued in Perth (5th Military District) on 2 August, 1917 as Medically Unfit.

For serving his Country Sapper 4323 John Daniel Elston, Tunnelling Details was issued with the British War Medal (11114) and the Victory Medal (10987).
He is listed residing at Mullewa, Greenough district of W.A. with the occupation of boot repairer.  The same year the following was reported from the Council Meeting reported in the:

The following was advertised in the:


The Perth Branch of the Repatriation Commission requested a copy of his service records from Base Records and these were forwarded on 6 September, 1917.

He was one of the electorate who petitioned the Licensing Court and the list appeared in the:

In 1931 his residence was listed at Alice Street, Scarborough with the occupation of labourer where he remained.  In 1937 he claimed before the Magistrates Court injury damages and proceedings were reported in the:



John Daniel Elston, late of Scarborough, passed away on 17 February, 1947 aged 76 years.  Tributes and arrangements appeared in the:

His grave can be located in the Church of England portion of Karrakatta Cemetery within section WB in gravesite no. 426.
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Geraldton Guardian - Saturday February 5, 1916:


WAR ITEMS – GERALDTON RECRUITS


The following recruits went down to Perth last night, being escorted to the station by a couple of pipers and the City Band: P.M. Christiansen, A.C. Woodcock, W.J. Whyte, T.E.J. Williams, E.J. Stokes, G. Rodggers, F. Maher, J.W. Woodcock, J.D. Elston, F. Smith S.P. Williams and W. Watson.





The West Australian - June 1, 1916:


THE WESTERN MAIL


The war pictures appearing in this week’s issue of the Western Mail:  


In addition, the “Mail” contains a fine photograph of the No.6 Tunnelling Company, as well as an illustration of their march through the streets of the city on Tuesday last, and a photograph of the officers who have been appointed to command the men. 





The West Australian - Wednesday May 31, 1916:


THE TUNNELLING COMPANY - PARADE THROUGH CITY STREETS


  Although the numerical strength of the troops which paraded the city streets yesterday morning was considerably less than that of previous parades, and despite the fact that citizens have become accustomed to the sight of khaki-clad warriors, the men of the No.6 Tunnelling Company and the Claremont N.C.O. school met with a hearty reception as they swung along to the inspiriting music of the Blackboy Hill band.  The line of route was freely bedecked with flags, whilst the large crowds, if somewhat undemonstrated denoted none the less by their presence their keen appreciation of that sense of patriotism which found its highest expression in the long line of soldiers answering to the call of Empire.  In physique and general bearing the men were equal to their comrades who have gone before.  Leaving James-street well on appointed time, the column swung into Beaufort-street and over the bridge in to Barrack-street.  The members of the N.C.O. school, about 113 strong, under Captain Thompson, followed the band, the No.6 Tunnelling Company, with its first reinforcements, totalling nearly 400 men, under Captain Lawson, bringing up the rear.  At the head of the Tunnellers was borne the flag recently presented to the company.


After traversing Barrack and Hay streets the column entered St George’s-terrace via Victoria-avenue.  Opposite Government House his Excellency (Sir Harry Barron), with whom were the State Commandant (Colonel J.H. Bruche), Major P.H. Meeks and Major Wilkinson, A.D.C., took the salute.  Passing along the Terrace the route was via William and Wellington streets to the station.  The men paraded in full fighting equipment.





The No.6 Tunnelling Company - - Photograph taken at the W.A.T.C. Course, Belmont, where the men have been in training





Tuesday’s parade of troops.  The No.6 Tunnelling Company and the members of the N.C.O. School, Claremont, marching through the city.





West Australian - Saturday June 23, 1917:


RETURNING SOLDIERS


Appended are nominal lists of sick and wounded soldiers returning to Western Australia at an early date.


		Sapper J.D. Elston, 6th Tun. Coy;					Article abridged





West Australian - Monday June 25, 1917: 


SICK AND WOUNDED SOLDIERS – ARRIVAL AT FREMANTLE


Shortly after 11 o’clock yesterday morning the first of two vessels convey returning wounded and sick Australian troops arrived at Fremantle and made fast at F shed.


A large number of relatives, friends and well-wishers of the home-coming soldiers travelled from Perth and suburbs during the morning, and a big contingent of people from Fremantle district was also present. The welcome home, thanks to the presence of the Blackboy Band, which played some inspiriting airs, was the heartiest yet extended to any troops arriving back to Western Australia.


As the first vessel ranged alongside great cheering was indulged in, the tumult only ceasing when strains of “Home, Sweet Home” broke for the from the bank on the wharf, the music of the old song making a remarkable and affecting impression on those on ship and shore. 


A great outburst of cheering ensued.  The work of the embarkation was shortly afterward proceeded with and many were the reunions of relatives and friends after long absences.


In anticipation of the arrival of another ship, a big crowd of people arrive at the Port during the afternoon, and by 4.30 o’clock, when this vessel came to its berth, the assemblage was the biggest known on such an occasion.  Similar demonstrations of welcome to those of the morning took place.


There were 106 men for Western Australia on the first ship and 86 on the second, and it is pleasing to note that only one cot case was landed.





 					





Geraldton Guardian - Saturday November 11, 1922:


MULLEWA ROAD BOARD


The ordinary monthly meeting of this board was held on Saturday, November, 4th, Mr D. Warren (chairman) presiding.


Road Clearing.—Mr J.D. Elston requested that about one mile of road be cleared along the northern boundary of Location 5728 and 5727, which he had just acquired, and to which there was no means of access. Mr Deane-Morgan proposed that the matter be attended to as soon as funds are available.			Carried.





West Australian - Saturday October 31, 1925:


PUBLIC NOTICES


IF the said JOHN DANIEL ELSTON does not communicate to G.P.O., intend to remarry time allowed by law.


								(Signed) ELLEN BERTHA ELSTON 





West Australian - Friday April 2, 1928:


LICENSING NOTICES


Your petitioners, therefore, humbly pray that the Licensing Court may, pursuant to the powers of that behalf contained in The Licensing Act, 1911 (Consolidated) have authority to grant a more Publican’s General Licence for permission to be erected on the said laid; and your Petitioners will every pray, etc.


									Dated this 16th day of April, 1928


	889 J.D. Elston, labourer Mullewa.					Article abridged





Daily News - Wednesday July 14, 1937:


IT WAS DECLARED “NO FIGHT”


Whether a personal matter between a 67-year-old pensioner and a much younger man was actually a fight, was the problem which faced Local Court Magistrate J.F. McMillan yesterday.


After hearing evidence from both sides, he decided that there was no fight, and a claim for damages by the pensioner failed.


John Daniel Elston, the elderly migrant, was most definite that he had been assaulted by milkman T. McNamara.


His “assailant” “hauled off” and hit him, he claimed.  Then he gripped him by the throat.  As a result, Elston finished up on the ground.


“I was laid up for some time, and then had to receive medical attention,” he told the Court.  “My side was ‘bad’ and I was strapped up for some days.”


He brought two witnesses, who, although not spectators of the alleged brawl, saw Elston afterwards.  He was excited, pale and flushed at one temple, they said.


Contd.





Continues


It seemed clear-cut enough but them McNamara told his story.  He said he spoke to Elston on the day of the alleged assault.


But he at no time laid a hand on him.  Elston did not fall to the ground at all.


Then came a woman who said that she heard the men arguing for a few seconds, and then saw them walking away from the scene of verbal combat, in opposite directions.


Elston seemed quite fit and apparently had suffered no injuries.  She did not see him on the ground.


In his summing up, the Magistrate said he had no doubt that McNamara told Elston what he thought of him, but that it had not been shown that the assault took place.


The claim for £20 damages was dismissed. 





West Australian Wednesday February 19, 1947:


DEATHS


ELSTON.—On February 17, 1947, at Scarborough, John Daniel, esteemed friend of R.L. Campbell.


ELSTON.—On February 17, 1947, at Scarborough, John Daniel, dearly beloved friend of Miss Georgina Beeby; aged 76 years.


FUNERAL NOTICES


ELSTON.—The Funeral of the late Mr John Daniel Elston, of Alice-street, Scarborough, formerly of 6th Tunnellers Coy, A.I.F., will take place in the Church of England portion of the Karrakatta Cemetery at 10.15 o’clock THIS (Wednesday) MORNING.  The Cortege will move from our chapel Hay-street, Perth, at 10 o’clock.                                          DONALD J. CHIPPER AND SON











