SAPPER CHARLES SELBY EDWARDS
6778 – 2nd Tunnelling Company
Broken Hill, New South Wales was the birthplace of Charles Selby Edwards on 4 March, 1897 the son of John Edward Connelly and Sarah Ann (nee Young) Edwards.  Baptism took place on 13 November, 1898 at St Paul’s Church, Adelaide where the family went to live.
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Around 1908 Charles became a Juvenile Offender and appeared before the Magistrate at Port Adelaide with the proceedings reported in the:

A year later after another serious offence was to be heard in the Juvenile Offenders’ Court his father also charged him with being an uncontrollable twelve-year-old child and with both instances was sent to the Industrial School for six years.  News of this reported in the:
Ten days after his nineteenth birthday, his father gave his written consent, as he was under twenty-one years of age, for him to enlist for active service abroad with the military forces of South Australia on 14 March, 1916.  At the recruiting depot in Adelaide (4th Military District) on 15 March, 1916 the single nineteen-year-old seaman applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Completed forms of Attestation describe him as 172cms (5ft 7¾ins), weighing 62.kgs (137lbs) with a chest expansion of 84-89cms (33-35ins) and a medium complexion with brown hair and his hazel eyes passed the eye test with fair vision.  Church of England was his religious faith.  He had no military training being in an exempt area and nominated his mother Mrs Sarah Edwards of George Street, Alberton as next-of-kin which was later changed to his father John Edwards of Lipson Street, Port Adelaide.  He signed and took the Oath of Allegiance the same day.

Acknowledgement to the new volunteers was published in the:


Basic training commenced with C Coy, 2nd Depot Battalion, Base Engineers on 20 March until March 31 then allotted to the Miners’ Reinforcements on April 1.  He was transferred to their training Camp at Seymour, Victoria on May 10 until 29 September when sent to the hospital at Langwarrin for treatment of a social disease.  Remained in hospital until discharged on 2 December, 1916 to Seymour camp joining the January, 1917 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies on 7 December.  His rank was Sapper with the Regimental number 6778.
The Reinforcements consisting of 168 members departed Melbourne, Vic at 3 p.m. on January 17, 1917 on board the HMAT A5 RMS Omrah.  The mail ship arrived at 8 a.m. two days later at Adelaide, S.A. and headed off at 4 p.m. that afternoon.  It sailed into the West Australian port of Fremantle on January 21 where the Reinforcements were granted Day Leave ashore the next day before leaving on January 24, 1917.  The ship returned to Fremantle at 7 a.m. on February 1 and put out to sea again at 5 p.m. the next afternoon February 2.  Durban, South Africa was reached at 7 a.m. on February 16 and sailed at 6 p.m. the following evening.  The next port of call was Cape Town on February 20 arriving at 8 a.m. where two days later the men were granted Day Leave ashore until 11 p.m. on the 22nd before departing at 5 p.m. on February 24.  The sights of Sierra Leone were seen closely on March 9, 1917 as the vessel docked at 8 a.m. and after refuelling left at 7 a.m. on March 12, 1917.  The voyage concluded at Devonport on March 27, 1917 and the troops disembarked at Plymouth after 74 days at sea.  The three officers and 165 other ranks were detrained to Tidworth and marched into the Drafting Depot at Parkhouse on 27 March, 1917.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 14 April, 1917 from Folkstone arriving at the Aust General Base Depot the next day.  On 21 April was attached to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.

On 17 May, 1917 Sapper was attached to the 2nd Tunnelling Company in the field.

He entered the 2nd Canadian Casualty Clearing Station on 26 May, 1917 suffering an injury to his head and back and conveyed on the Ambulance Train to Wimereux entering the 8th Stationary Hospital with contusion to head and back.  On 11 June was invalided from Boulogne to England on the hospital ship St Patrick and admitted to the Royal Herbert Hospital, Woolwich with injured back until transferred on June 20 to the 1st Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Harefield.  On 26 June was discharged to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth.

Base Records advised his father on 7 July, 1917 he had been injured and in hospital.

His name appeared in the Casualty List published in the:


On 11 August, 1917 marched out to the No. 3 Command Depot at Hurdcott where he was classed by the Medical Board with B1a3 debility the following day and again on August 27 with A3 debility.  Returned to the Overseas Training Brigade at Perham Downs on August 31 leaving there on 12 September to proceed from Southampton to France arriving at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles a day later.   On 20 September he re-joined his unit and was taken on strength on September 27.
He went sick on 23 October, 1917 to the 138th Field Ambulance with P.U.O. (Pyrexia (fever) uncertain origin) moving to the 15th C.M. Dressing Station and returned to his Unit on September 27 re-joining two days later.
Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve month’s overseas service.

On 15 March, 1918 Sapper was wounded in action suffering gas poisoning and taken to the 149th Field Ambulance then to the 3rd Casualty Clearing Station and conveyed on Ambulance Train to Rouen entering the 11th Stationary Hospital a day later.  
The Unit Diary of the 2nd Tunnelling Company recorded for that day the following report:

“15/3/18

Work started at positions 199, 201, 202, and work finished at position 161. 

20 further reinforcements marched in from Aust Corps Depot.  Complete enemy 7.7cm field gun salvaged and brought to Headquarters for Aust War Museum.

Lieut. R.J. ROBIN appointed assistant Corps Roads Officer under Lieut. J.A. REID.

Enemy activity still intense, 60,000 gas shells fired on Corps front.  No further casualties.” 

On March 23 was invalided to England on the hospital ship Panama being admitted to the 5th Southern General Hospital at Portsmouth for further treatment of the effects of gas poisoning (slight). 

His father was advised on 1 April, 1918 he had been wounded in action by gas and five days later notified he was in hospital in England.

The 389th Casualty List bore his and other wounded names and was published in the:

Was discharged to furlough on 18 June, 1918 and reported to the No. 1 Command Depot on 2 July, 1918.  Marched in from Headquarters, London as ordered remaining there until moved to the Overseas Training Brigade on 17 October at Deverill.  He was there when Peace was declared.
On 22 November, 1918 returned to France from Southampton arriving at the A.G.B.D. at Havre the next day marching out to his unit five days later and re-joined on December 6.

Orders were received on 14 April, 1919 to return to the A.G.B.D. and return for duty in England and left on April 21 disembarking at Southampton the next day and reported to the No. 1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny.

He was taken on strength with A.I.F. Headquarters in London from 2nd Tunnelling Company being granted Non-Military Employment.  An extension of leave from the Department of Repatriation and Demobilisation from 26 to 28 April, 1919 then granted for Non-Military Employment (NME) with pay and sustenance from 29 April to 3 July, 1919 for an arranged course to study Practical Agriculture (farming ID2) under Lt. Benest, at St Heliers in Jersey.  An extension of leave was granted from 4 to 31 July to complete his agricultural learning course.  He had been granted six shilling per day pay and an additional six shillings sustenance.  Railway warrants to the value of £1 6s 8d was also included and working clothes of overalls and cap issued.

Feedback from the organiser stated:


“All the A.I.F. men in Jersey were given excellent opportunities.  Sapper Edwards did excellent work 


and made very satisfactory progress.” 
On 31 July, 1919 was re-transferred to the 2nd Tunnelling Company and marched out to the Assistant Adjutant General’s Office for disposal.  After demobilisation Sapper Edwards embarked for Australia from Devonport, England on 7 September, 1919 on board H.T. Euripides.   
Base Records advised his father on 2 October, 1919 that he was returning home.

His name was included in the list of soldiers returning published in the:


The transport docked in Adelaide (4th M.D.) on 18 October, 1919.  Their arrival was reported in the:
Military Discharge was issued in Adelaide (4th M.D.) on 21 December, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.  For serving his country Sapper 6778 Charles Selby Edwards, 2nd Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (19249) and the Victory Medal (18928).

He married in 1920 at Alberton, S.A. to Mary May Figg who was born at Tea Tree Gully, S.A.

The Adelaide Branch of the Repatriation Commission requested a copy of his service records from Base Records which were forwarded on 16 April, 1936.

The couple were listed as residing at 37 Ward Street, Everton with his occupation as a labourer from 1939 onward. 

His wife died on 26 March, 1952 aged 54 years.  Family arrangements were published in the:


Charles Selby Edwards died in a road accident on 13 November, 1954 aged 57 years which was reported in the:

Funeral arrangements were published in the:


Their graves are located in section B, drive A of Cheltenham Cemetery, Woodville on path 1 at site 32BN.
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Register (Adelaide) Wednesday April 8, 1908:


YOUTHFUL THIEVES


In the Juvenile Offenders’ Room, Port Adelaide, on Tuesday, Charles Selby Edwards and Richard Roy Edwards—aged respectively 11 and 9 years—were charged before Mr T. Gepp, S.M., with having stolen a gold ring, value 9/, and 1/ in money, the property of James Bell, at Alberton, on April 1.  The informant stated that he left his house secure on the morning of April 1, and on returning at 5 p.m. found that the key would not turn in the lock.  He entered the house through the front window, and then discovered that the ring and money were missing from the bedroom. Constable Mullins accosted the elder boy at Queenstown on Monday evening, and in reply to questions he admitted having with his brother taken a key from his own home, unlocked Mr Bell’s door and extracted the ring.  The younger boy, he alleged had taken the money, and both had spent it at Woodville.  Subsequently Constable Mullins took Charles Edwards to Mr Bell’s house, where he explained how he had gained admittance and committed the theft.  Both boys pleaded guilty and were fined 20/ each, in default two months’ detention in the Reformatory School. 





Register Monday March 29, 1909:


IN THE COURTS – AN UNCONTROLLABLE CHILD


Charles Selby Edward, aged 12 years, was brought before Mr T. Gepp, S.M., at the Juvenile Offenders’ Court, Port Adelaide, on Saturday, and charged by his father with being an uncontrollable child.


According to the father, the boy Charles would not attend school, and serious complaints regarding his conduct had from time to time been made by various persons.  Mr Bessell, a butcher in Queenstown, told the Court that while at breakfast on Friday morning 6/ in silver, which had been placed in a saucer underneath the shop counter, was stolen.  When accosted later in the day by Constable Mullins Edward admitted being the thief.  The accused, who pleaded guilty, was sent to the Industrial School until 18 years of age.





Express and Telegraph (Adelaide) Wednesday March 15, 1916:


GONE INTO CAMP


The following men went into camp on Wednesday:  J.H. Bodin, J.E. Purtle, N.J. Currie, W.H. Heary, A.B. Medlow, A.J.C. Barry, A.A. Steven, P.R. Scott, T. Glasson, A.W. Myers, A.D. Dowling, C.S. Edwards, F.T. Sims, J. Jolley, A. Davey.





Daily Herald Friday July 20, 1917:


SOUTH AUSTRALIA


INJURED


	6778. Spr. C.S. EDWARDS, Alberton						Article abridged





Port Pirie Recorder Tuesday April 16, 1918:


389th CASUALTY LIST


The 389th Casualty List has been released by the censor.  It contains the names of the following who enlisted in South Australia:


WOUNDED


	Spr. C.S. Edwards, Port Adelaide (gas)						Article abridged





Observer (Adelaide) Saturday October 18, 1919:


 THE EURIPIDES


The following are the names of members of the Australian Imperial Force returning to Australia on the Euripides, which left England on September 3:


	6778. Spr. C.S. EDWARDS, 2nd Tun Co.,					Article abridged





Advertiser (Adelaide) Monday October 20, 1919:


EURIPIDES


The Troopship Euripides arrived at the outer harbour at 2 p.m. on Saturday being her first port of call.  The South Australian soldiers were welcomed by Major J.L. Hardie D.S.O., O.B.E. on behalf of the State Commandant (Brigadier-General J.M. Antill C.B., C.M.G. and the Mayor of Port Adelaide (Mr R.H. Smith).  The district naval officer Commander L.S. Bracegirdle D.S.O. was also present.  The Y.M.C.A. Army Department, assisted by the ladies of the V.A.D. provided refreshments and smokes and the Semaphore Cheer-up Society distributed “Welcome Home” souvenirs and provided refreshments to naval and military guards and the Band.  The District Military Band under Corporal A.G. Binney played a number of selections on the wharf.


There were about 300 passengers on board including a few passengers for the various states.  One death (a soldier) occurred on the voyage otherwise there had practically been no sickness although at first thought there was to be a case of chicken-pox.


The steamer Augsburg made a liberal display of bunting in honour of the soldiers and the harbor was similarly decorated.  The vessel continued her voyage to the Eastern States.			Article abridged





News (Adelaide) Thursday March 27, 1952:


DEATHS


EDWARDS (nee Figg). —On March 26, at Woodlands Park (result of accident), Mary May, dearly beloved wife of Charles Selby Edwards, of 37 Ward street, Pennington.  Aged 54 years.





FUNERAL NOTICES


EDWARDS (nee Figg). —The Friends of Mr CHARLES SELBY EDWARDS are respectfully informed that the Funeral of his late beloved WIFE (Mary May) will Leave his Residence 37 Ward street, Pennington, on FRIDAY, at 3 p.m., for the Cheltenham Cemetery.


SIDNEY HARRISON, Funeral Director


Port Road, Alberton





Bunyip (Gawler) Friday November 19, 1954:


MAIN ROAD CLAIMS TWO MORE VICTIMS


The Main North Road claimed two more victims last Saturday morning.  In a collision on the bridge near Mr G. Bamman’s between Gawler and Smithfield, two men were killed. 


Charles Selby Edwards, 57, of 37 Ward Street, Pennington, and Victor Leonard Bennetts, 56 of 13 Clouston Street, Largs Bay, they had made an early start for a motoring holiday interstate.


At 4.30 a.m. the new sedan in which they were travelling towards Gawler and a semi-trailer carrying 11 tons of lead ingots came into collision, almost head-on.


The semi-trainer was being driven from Port Pirie by its owner, Stanley Ronald Kent, 27, of The Basin, Victoria.


Dr R.S. Gillen went to the scene of the accident, and the bodies were removed to the local morgue by Gawler Ambulance.


The car was almost totally wrecked and damage to the semi-trailer has been estimated at about £350.


Other than shock, the driver of the latter vehicle escaped injury.





Mail (Adelaide) Saturday November 13, 1954:


DEATHS


EDWARDS. —On November 12, at Smithfield, (result of accident), Charles Selby, dearly beloved husband of the late Mary May Edwards, late of 37 Ward street, Pennington, and dearly loved brother of Dick, Blanche, Elsie and Gladdy.  Aged 57 years.


FUNERAL NOTICES


EDWARDS. —The Friends of the late Mr CHARLES SELBY EDWARDS, LATE OF 37 Ward street, Pennington (ex 1st A.I.F.), are respectfully informed that his Funeral will Leave the Residence of his sister 109 Addison road, Pennington, on MONDAY at 3 p.m. for the Cheltenham Cemetery.


SIDNEY HARRISON Funeral Directors


Port Road, Alberton





Edwards’ Grave in Cheltenham Cemetery, Woodville, S.A.


Photo sourced from Find-a-grave website contributed by J.








