SAPPER ARTHUR ERNEST EDWARDS
6813 – 3rd Tunnelling Company
Brighton, Sussex, England was the birthplace of Arthur Ernest Edwards on 28 June, 1879 the son of Harry and Evelyn (nee Crowhurst) Edwards.  The family were residing at 17 Park Crescent Place, Brighton in 1881 with citizens of the household being Harry (43) carpenter, wife Evelyn (30), Edward J. (12), Susan (10), Richard (8), Harry (6), William (4) and Arthur (2).
He came to Australia and served an apprenticeship as a painter for seven years in Bendigo, Victoria then went to the goldfields in Western Australia and was a miner at Burbanks, Coolgardie from about 1910.  In 1916 he was registered at Moran Street, Boulder and married the same year to Hannah Openshaw.

At the recruiting depot in Boulder, W.A. on 12 September, 1916 the thirty-four year old miner applied to enlist for active service abroad.  Passing the preliminary medical examination personal particulars taken give his postal address care of Openshaw, 49 Piesse Street, Boulder City and was 176cms (5ft 9ins) tall with a chest measurement of 90cms (35½ins).  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.
At the Goldfields Senior Cadets Depot in Kalgoorlie on 28 September Attestation Forms were completed giving further information that he weighed 66.8kgs (147lbs) and had a chest expansion of 84-90cms (33-35½ins) with a fair complexion and brown hair and his blue eyes passed the eye test with fair vision.  Religious faith was Church of England.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Hannah Edwards of 49 Piesse Street, Boulder, W.A. and allotted a portion of his pay in support of her.  

He signed and took the ‘Oath of Enlistment’ on 2 October, 1916 at Blackboy Hill camp, near Perth and assigned the next day for basic training with the 86 Depot Battalion for a week then moved to the 23rd Reinforcements to the 16th Battalion followed by time with the 6th Reinforcements to the 44th Battalion concluding on 27 October, 1916.  A day later was allotted to the Mining Reinforcements until 27 November and transferred to their training camp at Seymour, Victoria joining the January Reinforcements for further training.  On January 11 was assigned to the Tunnelling Company Reinforcements with the rank of Sapper and the Regimental number 6813.
The Reinforcements consisting of 168 members departed Melbourne, Vic at 3 p.m. on January 17, 1917 on board the HMAT A5 RMS Omrah.  The mail ship arrived at 8 a.m. two days later at Adelaide, S.A. and headed off at 4 p.m. that afternoon.  It sailed into the West Australian port of Fremantle on January 21 where the Reinforcements were granted Day Leave ashore the next day before leaving on January 24, 1917.  The ship returned to Fremantle at 7 a.m. on February 1 and put out to sea again at 5 p.m. the next afternoon February 2.  The following day disciplinary action was given:

Offence:
At sea A.W.L. 17 hours on 2/2/17



 Award:
120hrs detention by Lt-Col E.W. Ralph


Total forfeiture:
3 day’s pay

Durban, South Africa was reached at 7 a.m. on February 16 and sailed at 6 p.m. the following evening.  The next port of call was Cape Town on February 20 arriving at 8 a.m. where two days later the men were granted Day Leave ashore until 11 p.m. on the 22nd before departing at 5 p.m. on February 24.  The sights of Sierra Leone were seen closely on March 9, 1917 as the vessel docked at 8 a.m. and after refuelling left at 7 a.m. on March 12, 1917.  The voyage concluded at Devonport on March 27, 1917 and the troops disembarked at Plymouth after 74 days at sea.  The three officers and 165 other ranks were detrained to Tidworth and marched into the Drafting Depot at Perham Down’s camp for further training for the front.

The Reinforcement proceeded to France from Folkstone on 14 April, 1917 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot the next day.  On April 21 was assigned to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.

He proceeded on May 1 and was attached on 4 May, 1917 in the field to the 3rd Tunnelling Company who were mining in the Hill 70 sector.
During the night of 4th to 5th September, 1917 Sapper was wounded in action from a gas shell and taken to the 18th Field Ambulance then moved to the 1st Casualty Clearing Station.  

The Unit Diary of the 3rd Tunnelling Company recorded the following for that day:

“On 5.9.17 the following were gassed at Nizam Trench, Hill 70: -

1046 Sgt Jamieson, W.G.

  998 Spr  Fisher, H. 

991 Spr Eddison, J.J.
            
2409 Spr Springfield, C.E.

1129   “   Porter, H.

1281   “   Hoy, H.

4360   “   Howe, C.


4458   “    Richards, W.

1314   “   Fowler, A.G.

1101   “   McIndoe, S.W.

5009   “   McKiernan, W.
6813   “   Edwards, A.E.

1297   “   Tester, A.P.M.

1292   “   Vidacovich, G.A.
6776   “   Warren, L.A. 

4315   “    Duffy, J.


5793   “   McLean, W.”
Two days later he was transferred by barge to the 7th General Hospital at St Omer remaining a patient there until discharged to Base Details on 25 September and rejoined his company the next day.  
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Base Records advised his wife with the following Telegram:
This news was reported in the:

His name appeared in the Casualty List published in the:

He went sick to the 38th Field Ambulance on 17 December, 1917 and admitted with Myalgia (muscular pain) and moved to the 1st Casualty Clearing Station.  On December 21 was conveyed by Ambulance Train No.31 to Boulogne entering the 2nd Aust General Hospital.  He was evacuated to England on the hospital ship St Denis on 27 December and admitted to the Graylingwell War Hospital, Chichester with myalgia (slight).  On 9 January, 1918 was transferred to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Dartford and discharged to furlough on January 18 and report to the No. 3 Command Depot at Hurdcott.
He marched in from London Headquarters on 1 February, 1918 and reported sick to Brigade HQ on February 9 with inflammation to joints of left knee and admitted to Fovant Military Hospital suffering from Rheumatism.  On 25 March, 1918 was discharged to the Training Depot at Hurdcott.

On 27 April, 1918 was transferred to the Overseas Training Brigade at Longbridge, Deverill and proceeded overseas to France from Southampton on 25 May, 1918 marching into the A.G.B.D. in Rouelles the next day.  On May 29 he left to rejoin his unit arriving on June 1, 1918.

His service continued without incident and was with his unit when Peace was declared.  The Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their area by clearing roads and bridges defusing booby traps left by the enemy.
Leave was granted from 28 November to 12 December, 1918 and rejoined his unit on December 14.

Orders were received on 6 February, 1919 to report to the A.G.B.D. to prepare for demobilisation and they marched out for England crossing the English Channel on 21 February arriving at the Reserve Brigade Aust. Artillery camp the next day.  On 19 March moved to the 2nd Training Brigade camp at Codford.

After demobilisation Sapper Edwards embarked from Devonport, England for Australia on 19 April, 1919 on board H.T. Sardinia.  Base Records advised his wife on 5 May, 1919 that he was returning home.  His name was listed with the soldiers returning in the: 
The ship docked at Fremantle (5th Military District) on 28 May, 1919.  News of their arrival was reported in:
Military Discharge was issued in Perth (5th M.D.) on 5 July, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment. 
The British War Medal (17612) and the Victory Medal (17052) were issued to Sapper 6813 Arthur Ernest Edwards, 3rd Tunnelling Company for serving his country.

In 1921 they were residing at 32 Millen Street, Boulder with his occupation as a miner.  In 1925 their address was 29 Piesse Street, Boulder and he was a timberman.

Base Records prepared on 14 November, 1925 a Statement of Service for the Repatriation Commission in Perth.  By 1928 they were at 59 Suffolk Street, Fremantle and he was a labourer.  
A Statement of his Service was requested by the Perth Branch of the Repatriation Commission from Base Records and forwarded on 9 April, 1929.
In 1931 they were at the Metropole Hotel and he was listed as timberman and from 1936 were at 39 Loftus Street, Perth and retired.   In 1943 35 John Street, Cottesloe was listed as their address.

Arthur Ernest Edwards died on 13 November, 1953 aged 76 years.  Family arrangements were published in the:
Following cremation at Karrakatta Crematorium his ashes were placed in Niche Wall N, position 77 located in the Rose Gardens.

Mrs Hannah Edwards, late of Fremantle died on 15 July, 1982 aged 89 years.  Ashes were placed in the Crematorium Rose Garden at 3G position 002.

His name and service are commemorated in the Perth War Cemetery, Nedlands in the W.A. Garden of Remembrance on Wall 2, Row A. 
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Kalgoorlie Miner Wednesday September 22, 1917:


PERSONAL ITEMS


Mrs A. Edwards, of 49 Piesse-street, Boulder, has been notified by the Defence Department that her husband, Sapper A.E. Edwards, of the 3rd Tunnelling Company, is suffering from gas poisoning in France.





Daily News Thursday October 4, 1917:


WOUNDED


	Sapper Arthur Ernest Edwards, Boulder, gas					Article abridged





Kalgoorlie Miner Thursday May 15, 1919:


DEMOBILISATION


	6813 Spr A.E. Edwards.								         Article abridged





The West Australian Thursday May 29, 1919:


RETURNING SOLDIERS


SARDINIA ARRIVES - A CLEAN SHIP


The transport Sardinia arrived in Gage Roads at 7.25 a.m. yesterday, and upon being pronounced a clean ship by the doctors berthed at the quay at 11.30 a.m.  There was a large gathering on the wharf to welcome home the troops home, there being 138 for this State.  The Sardinia will proceed to the Eastern States to-day.





West Australian Saturday November 14, 1953:


FUNERALS


EDWARDS: The Funeral of the late Mr Arthur Ernest Edwards, of 35 John-street, Cottesloe, late 3rd Tunnelling Company., 1st A.I.F., and formerly of Boulder, will leave his late residence at 11.15 o’clock NEXT MONDAY MORNING, arriving at the Crematorium Chapel, Karrakatta for an Anglican Service at 11.30 o’clock.


PROSSER, SCOTT AND CO., LTD, Subiaco.





Plaque A.E. Edwards – Garden of Remembrance, W.A.
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