SAPPER JAMES DWYER

6760 – 15th Battalion / 1st Tunnelling Company

James Dwyer was born James Richard Desmond in 1882 at Newcastle, New South Wales the son of Thomas and Margaret Desmond.  In 1916 he was a Labourer in Rockhampton, Queensland.

At the Central District Central Recruiting Depot, Rockhampton applying under the name James Dwyer the thirty-eight year old passed the medical examination on October 6, 1916.  Attestation sheets show he was 180cms (5ft 10¾ins) tall and weighed 65.4kgs (144lbs) with a chest measurement of 94cms (37ins).  Dark was his complexion with blue eyes and black grey hair and vision tested as good.  Roman Catholic was his faith.  His brother John Dwyer of Gunning, NSW, who he last heard of in May 1915, was nominated as next-of-kin.  He signed and took ‘The Oath of Allegiance’ the following day.

Private Dwyer commenced basic training at the 11th Depot Battalion at Enoggera camp, Brisbane, Qld on October 12, 1916 for a week.  He was declared dentally fit then allotted to train with the 27th Reinforcements to the 25th Battalion at Rifle Range Camp concluding on November 11, 1916.  He was assigned to the 22nd Reinforcements for the 15th Battalion with the regimental number 6760.  

The Reinforcements departed on the transport HMAT A55 Kyarra from Brisbane on November 17, 1916.  On December 27, 1916 the following was dealt with on board the troopship.




Crime:

At sea A.W.L. from 11 p.m. 26/12/16 to 4 p.m. 27/12/16.




Award:

Admonished by Major A.C. Aitken.




Forfeiture:
2 days pay under R.W.

The troopship arrived at Plymouth, England on January 30, 1917 and the Reinforcements marched into the 4th Training Battalion at Codford.

On March 15, 1917 he went to the Group Hospital at Parkhouse sick, suffering from Mumps and returned to training on April 2, 1917.

The troops proceeded overseas via Folkstone to France on May 3, 1917 and marched in the following day being taken on strength with the 4th Aust Divisional Base Depot.  Four days later Private Dwyer was taken on strength with the 15th Battalion.

Private Dwyer was wounded in action in the field on September 26, 1917 and taken to the C.C. Bureau suffering from a shell wound to his right arm and was transferred to the 10th Casualty Clearing Station.  The next day he was admitted to the 20th General Hospital at Camiers remaining until invalided to England on the hospital ship New Haven and entered the 2nd Birmingham War Hospital in Northfield diagnosed with a gunshot wound to his right arm.  On October 11, 1917 his next-of-kin was notified of his wounding.

He was transferred to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Dartford on October 12 and discharged to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth on October 19, 1917.  Further advice to kin from Base Records reported he was now convalescent on October 31, 1917.

A move to the No. 4 C.D. at Codford occurred on November 3 and he marched out to the Overseas Training Brigade at Hurdcott on December 15, 1917 where he spent the Christmas to New Year period.

On January 10, 1918 he proceeded overseas from Southampton to France arriving at Havre the next day.  Two days later he left to return to his Battalion arriving on January 18, 1918.

He went sick on February 14, 1918 to the 13th Aust Field Ambulance with Scabies but was transferred to the 4th A.F.A. and rejoined the Battalion on February 18, 1918.

He was transferred and taken on strength with the 1st Tunnelling Company on July 17, 1918 as a Sapper.  

Leave was granted on October 12 and he enjoyed six days break from the front rejoining on October 18, 1918.

He was with his company when Peace was declared and they remained as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their area.  On November 14 Sapper Dwyer was detached to the 9th Corps Reception Camp and remained for duty there until detached on January 4, 1919.

His unit was recalled to Base to prepare to return to England on April 3, 1919 and he marched out to the A.G.B.D. on April 10.  The men crossed the English Channel returning to No. 1 Group Camp at Deverill a day later.

On May 31, 1919 Sapper Dwyer embarked on the H.T. Aeneas for his return to Australia.  His next-of-kin was advised of his impending return on June 26, 1919 by Base Records.  The ship docked in Melbourne, Vic (3rd M.D.) on July 12, 1919 and he returned to Sydney, NSW (2nd M.D.)  

Military discharge was given in Sydney, NSW (2nd M.D.) on August 21, 1919.

Private / Sapper 6760 James Dwyer, 15th Battalion / 1st Tunnelling Company received the British War Medal (64690) and the Victory Medal (62409) for serving his country.

He returned to Newcastle, NSW and reverted to his birth name of James Richard Desmond where in 1923 he married Beatrice May Saunders.  In 1930 they were residing at Osborne Street, Dapto, NSW where he was a labourer and later that year went to live at East Kangaloon via Bowral, NSW remaining until 1936.

On June 9, 1936 he applied under the name James Dwyer for a duplicate copy of his Military Discharge having lost the original.  On June 30, 1936 at Robertson, NSW he signed a Statutory Declaration stating that he has served in the A.I.F. and had lost his original discharge while shifting from one house to another and must have got accidentally burnt with some other papers.  

The following year their residence was at 8 Caledonia Street, Paddington, Sydney and a labourer but relocated to 136 Paddington Street, East Sydney later in 1937.

A Statement of Service was sent to the Repatriation Commission in Sydney, NSW on November 27, 1939.  A notation says ‘stated to be James Richard Desmond’.

In 1943 they were at Satur, Scone, NSW with no occupation and from 1949 until 1954 were at Kara Springs, Scone employed as a labourer.

James Richard Desmond alias James Dwyer died about July 29, 1954 at Wahroonga, Sydney, NSW aged 71 years.  His wife died in 1972 and her death was registered at St Leonards, NSW.
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His Funeral Notice appeared in the Sydney Morning Herald on Saturday July 31, 1954:





FUNERAL NOTICES


DWYER, James—Requiem mass for the repose of the soul of the late James Dwyer will be celebrated at the Sacred Heart Church, Cardinal Street, Mosman on Monday morning at 6.25 o’clock.  The funeral will leave the church after prayers, commencing at 9.30 for the Catholic cemetery, Northern Suburbs. 
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