CORPORAL MARTIN GEORGE DUNN
543 – 2nd Tunnelling Company
Ballarat, Victoria was the birthplace of Martin George Dunn about 1869 the son of John Nankerville and Mary Jane (nee Steel) Dunn.  From 1903 to about 1911 he was residing at 7 Grant Street, Ballarat East working as a manager.  He married in 1911 in Ballarat to Hilda Francis Mark, daughter of Edwin and Elizabeth Mark, and made their home at 51 Barkly Street, Ballarat East.  By 1914 they had moved to 33 Anderson Street, Ballarat and he was a railway employee.
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At the recruiting depot in Ballarat, Vic on 10 July, 1915 the forty-three year old married railway employee applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 167cms (5ft 5¾ins) tall, weighing 75kgs (165lbs) with a chest expansion of 87-94cms (34-37ins) and had a dark complexion with brown eyes and black hair.  Religion was Church of England.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Mrs Hilda Dunn of 33 Anderson Street, Ballarat and allotted three-fifths of his pay in support of her and their children.  

After basic training he was placed with the Miners’ Corps on 28 October, 1915 in the rank of Sapper until 1 December when promoted to Corporal in No. 2 Company of the Corps.  
On December 11 the recruits were transferred from Melbourne to Casula camp, near Liverpool New South Wales where members of the Corps from all States of the country came together for final training.  His regimental number was 543.
At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  
The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

There are no Unit Diaries for the 2nd Tunnelling Company from August to December, 1916 but at the end of July, 1916 they were working in the Armentieres and Cordonniere sectors, France.

The following photograph was taken of nineteen soldiers from the No. 2 Company, Aust. Mining Corps photographed in France on their return from their shift on 21 August, 1916.  William Babington Dynes identified them as:
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The No. 2 Company was officially transferred to the 2nd Tunnelling Company in the field on 29 December, 1916.
The Affair at Nieuport Bains

The dunes at Nieuport Bains on the Belgium Coast beyond the Yser, was chosen by the British Army to undermine the German strongpoint in the dune area.  The 2nd Tunnelling Company was chosen to work in a small area of the British held sand dune beyond the Yser and about June, 1917 moved their Unit Headquarters to be stationed at Coxyde Bains on the South Coast of Belgium.
The Company was camped on the outside of town working in the Nieuport Bains sector on the extreme left of the British line.  The 1st (Imperial) Division held the line from 1st to 18th July, 1917 then was relieved by the 60th Division for the rest of the month.
The 2nd Tunnelling Company carried out the undermentioned work there:


No. 1 Section 1-10 July
Offensive Mining against enemy strongpoints


No. 2 Section


Sinking wells between Coxyde Bains and Oost Dunkerque Bains






Observatory Posts and Station Tunnel dugouts


No. 3 Section


Underground Battalion HQ, subway and quarters






Right Reserve tunnel dugouts


No. 4 Section


Tunnel dugouts at Boyau Michael






Left Reserve tunnel dugouts 

The Germans heavily attacked on July 10, 1917 and the following extract from the Unit Diary of No. 2 Tunnelling Coy imparts the turmoil:
“10 July, 1917

The extreme left of the British front line was at this time about 600 yards in advance of the River Yser, and consisted of a series of posts in the Dunes, and on the beach.  The Reserve line, Battalion Head Qtrs, and the billets of this unit were on the Western side of the river, and connected to the front line system, by three pontoon bridges.  About 8 am the enemy opened up a heavy bombardment on these bridges and by 2 pm they were destroyed, the result being that all men on the Eastern side of the river were cut off.  These included 2/Lt W.M. MORTENSON and 2/Lt E.P. HARGRAVES, 47 Tunnellers and 47 attached infantry, 1 Battalion Kings Royal Rifles Corps, and 1 Battalion 1st Gloucester Regiment, with technical arms.

Throughout the day the enemy kept up an intense and destructive bombardment on NIEUPORT BAINS.

As nearly as can be estimated, at about 7 pm the enemy attacked and killed or took prisoner all on that side of the river, with the exception of a few Officers and men who swam across.”
Extract from Unit Diary No 2 Tunnelling Coy

Public Record Office, London

Ref: WO 95 / 490

Sapper P. Minogue was also captured and in his Statement on Repatriation as a Prisoner of War imparts further information on events before being taken prisoner:

“February 20, 1918:
We Australian Tunnellers arrived in the Nieuport Sector from the Ypres Sector about June 1917.  We were making saps in the front line and building dugouts behind.  There were three shifts of us employed – about 30 men to a shift.  With others I was captured during the course of the German counter-attack on July 10.

It was about 7 o’clock in the evening when the Germans actually came over.  There was a canal behind us crossed by pontoon-bridges.  It was that part of the canal just near its entrance to the sea.  Before they came over to us the Germans had already shelled and destroyed these pontoon-bridges.  The Germans who took us prisoners came across from in front of us, though I afterwards learned that there were Germans behind us when we were taken.  We were all armed, each carrying rifle and bayonet and 60 rounds of ammunition.  
There had been a heavy enemy barrage in front of us.  It lifted, and when we came out of the sap to see what was doing we found ourselves confronted by a body of German soldiers.  They immediately opened on us with hand-grenades, I was not hurt, nor do I know of any of our chaps that were hurt by these first bombs.  I opened fire on the enemy with my rifle; we had no bombs.  The Germans replied with hand-grenades.  One bomb burst on my thigh, severely shattering it.   
I was badly wounded in abdomen, my left ankle stopped a machine gun bullet, I was struck in the left arm by a revolver bullet, though the latter was not a wound of any consequence.  Anyhow my “issue” was a pretty substantial “poultice”.  They had bropped me pretty heavy and I was completely out of action.  The land was an area of sandy hillocks and I crawled into one of the hollows.  I lay there till after-dark — about three hours, when some Germans came along and I was a prisoner.”
Corporal Dunn had been in charge of a tunnelling job with his men across the river and they were also captured and taken prisoners of war.
He was marked as missing from 10 July, 1917 as his fate was unknown by his section.

Five days later on July 15 he sent a Postcard to his wife in Ballarat which went through the Postal Censor and the War Office advised A.I.F. Headquarters in London he was known as a prisoner of war interned at Limburg, Germany.

The Red Cross Society also worked in finding what happened to missing soldiers and the following is their card entry for Corporal Dunn’s first postcard:
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Headquarters in London advised the 3rd Military District of this on 31 July, 1917 and a copy of his service was made for the Pension Department on August 7.

Corporal was moved on 4 September, 1917 to Dulmen camp and a German form was completed on him with information stating he was captured on 10 July, 1917 and was born in Ballarat on 12 January, 1872.  His home place was Ballarat East, Victoria, Australia with a wife at the address given.
Sergeant Hugh Rennie, London had a list of soldiers transferred to Dulmen camp dated 11 September, 1917 and the reference appears in the Red Cross Card File on him.

Another postcard sent by the Postal Censor dated 21 September, 1917 with description of the writers as Cpl M.G. Dunn 543 and Sgt C.H. Angus.  A.I.F. Headquarters sent further news to the 3rd Military District, Victoria on September 29, 1917.
Two informants advised the Red Cross Society in October, 1917 details leading to his capture as follows:

A.A.C. Pensions were advised in regards to the casualty on 2 October, 1917.
On 16 January, 1918 his next-of-kin was officially notified by Base Records to be a prisoner of war and interned at Gefangenenlager, Limberg, Germany and gave her his postal address care of the Red Cross Commissioners Abroad, 54 Victoria Street, London, England. 

The Australian Kit Store, London packaged his personal effects on 1 March, 1918 for return to next-of-kin via Base Records.  Their inventory reads:


4 Religious books, photos, letters, cards, 4 badges, photo wallet, grammar, coin, pair boots, knife.

These were sent on the transport Toromeo.  Base Records then forwarded by Parcel Post on 10 October to his wife and she receipted delivery four days later 

Mrs Hilda Dunn wrote from “Verona”, 60 Grant Street, Ballarat East, to Base Records on 1 July, 1918 requesting her husband’s date of enlistment as they were having a tree planted for him on Saturday next.  Records replied a day later stating that according to records her husband enlisted in Victoria on 16 July, 1915.  Her new address had been noted in their records.
Sapper 5437 John Wiedmer who was interned at Sagan, Germany signed a statement declaring on 18 January, 1918 that he saw Pte Dunn on 22 July, 1917 at Dendermonde, Belgium and he was at Gefangenenlager, Lechfeld. 
The Red Cross Society also received information from his postcard and their record shows the entry:

Sergeant Angus of the same section who was also a fellow prisoner of war wrote home from Lechfeld, Germany on 4 October, 1917 and a portion of his letter was published in the:


A telegram from Captain Mills to the 2nd Tunnelling Company advised that Corporal Dunn had now been transferred to Switzerland for internment arriving on 31 August, 1918.

A list of prisoners still in Germany was published in the:

The entries on the Red Cross Society’s cards also state information:


He was still interned in Switzerland when Peace was declared.

Captain Mills advised the Tunnelling Company that he had been repatriated to England arriving on 8 December, 1918.  
Base Records advised his wife on December 27 he had arrived from Switzerland to England on 6 December and gave his address for correspondence.
The Red Cross Society was also advised as shown on their card:

Corporal was admitted the same day to the Fulham Military Hospital with debility and discharged the next day and a day later reported to A.I.F. Headquarters and granted leave of one month and report back on January 10, 1919.  

He reported as ordered and arrived from Headquarters to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth to await his voyage home.
News of POW’s arrivals to England was reported locally in the:

On 5 March, 1919 Corporal Dunn embarked for home from Portland, England on board the hospital ship H.T. Nevasa for discharge in Australia.  Base Records advised his wife on March 25 he was on his way home.  His name was among the soldiers listed in the:

 

The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 25 April, 1919.  News of their arrival was printed in the:

Military Discharge was issued in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 9 June, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.  For serving his country Corporal 543 Martin George Dunn, 2nd Tunnelling Company was issued to wear the British War Medal (35172) and the Victory Medal (34917).  The War Medal was collected at Victoria Barracks, Melbourne on 12 July, 1921 and Victory Medal was signed for at Ballarat on 10 July, 1922.

In 1919 33 Anderson Street, Ballarat East was still listed as his address and had the same occupation of Railway Employee.  
A year later his occupation was soldier and they were at 60 Grant Street, Ballarat East and remained the same until 1924.

A Statement of his Service was requested on 22 February, 1923 by the Melbourne Branch of the Repatriation Department and completed by Base Records on 2 March, 1923.
Mrs E. Dessent of “Warrawee”, Nicholson, East Gippsland wrote to Base Records on 24 May, 1922 on a matter of important business which was necessary for her to get in touch with Corporal Dunn of 2nd Tunnelling Company who we believe lives at Ballarat.  They were told he was a prisoner of war in Germany during 1917.  She would be glad if they could give her Corporal Dunn’s address and also of Base Records in Adelaide.  She would also be glad to know if a man named Henry Westwood or James Henry Westwood was in this Tunnelling Company and aged about 58 years as they had reason to believe died as a prisoner of war in Germany.  
Base Records replied on May 31 giving the address of military headquarters in South Australia.  
Instructions preclude the writer from furnishing the other information asked for unless she could give good and sufficient reasons for the request.

On 14 June, 1922 Base Records replied to W.B. Thomson, Esq. Solicitor at Bailey Street, Bairnsdale, Vic acknowledging receipt of his communication of 9 June with further reference to a deceased member of the A.I.F. of the name of William Henry Westwood.  The writer desired to repeat his former assertion that there was no trace of an Australian soldier of this name on records at their office.   There certainly was a record for a former member of the Tunnelling Corps with the name Westwood who was reported to have died whilst a prisoner of war in Germany, but Christian names were altogether dissimilar from the ones furnished by him.  The writer said it appeared evident that he had confused this soldier with the subject of his inquiry.  He included the latest recorded address of ex-Corporal M.G. Dunn of 2nd Tunnelling Company which was “Verona”, 60 Grant Street, Ballarat East.
From 1926 on their address was listed as 22 Little Bridge Street, Ballarat East and he was a railway employee.

Martin George Dunn passed away aged 58 years on 1 July, 1928.  Burial took place in the Church of England portion of Ballarat New Cemetery within section 8 in grave no. 0IX.

Base Records forwarded a Statement of his Service to the Repatriation Department in Melbourne on 7 August, 1928.

Mrs Hilda Dunn (77) was buried with her husband on 25 February, 1977.

His service is commemorated in the Springvale War Cemetery’s Victorian Garden of Remembrance on wall 10B in row D.


Further information on The Affair at Nieuport Bains is available on this website.
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www.tunnellers.net
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Red Cross Society – Card Record





2nd Tunn Coy, A.I.F.							Dunn, Cpl M.G. 543


Prisoner of War


Interned Limburg – “I am well” – Post Card from Man to Mrs M.G. Dunn, Barkley St, Ballarat East, Victoria Per Postal Censor 15.7.17


London 2.10.17





2nd Tunn Coy A.I.F.							Dunn, Cpl M.G. 543


Prisoner of War


	Transferred Dulmen – List form Sgt Hugh Rennie – Dated 11.9.17


London 29.10.17





A.I.F. 2nd Tunn Coy							Dunn, M.G. 543


Missing July 10th, 1917


On the morning of July 10th 1917 Dunn was in charge of a number of men working on a tunnelling job on the Nieuport front.  During the morning the Boches made an attack and Dunn and a lot of other men were cut off and made prisoners by the destruction of the bridges over the canal.  Sergt Hurst of No. 2 Coy gave me these particulars.  I knew Dunn who was short and nuggety in build and about 50 years old.  He came from Ballarat and we came out together in the same boat.


							Informant: J.J. Daws,  537


								57th Gen. Hosp, BOULOGNE  16.10.17





Aust Tunn Coy 2.								Dunn, M.G. 543


Missing July 10th 1917


This was at Nieuport Bains.  He was in a tunnel with many others and he was at first reported missing, but his name has since been posted up as P/W.  This was about 3 weeks or a month ago when we were still at Nieuport.


Description: came from Ballarat district, 5ft 8, stout, 40 turning grey, clean shaven, married, was a shift boss in a mine.


							Informant: Sapper H.H. Cavill 5132


								On leave, BOULOGNE 29.10.17








London 28.9.17	


2nd Tunn Coy A.I.F.							Dunn, Cpl Martin George 543


Prisoner of War


	Transferred Lechfeld Bayern – Post-card received from man dated 27.9.17


London 20.11.17





Williamstown Advertiser Saturday January 19, 1918:


PRISONER IN GERMANY – A WILLIAMSTOWN LAD


Mr Charles Angus, a native of the town and a prominent footballer here, who used to play with the Osborne club, is a prisoner of war in Germany.  He is married and the following letter was recently received by his wife, who resides at Woodend.  It is dated from Lager, Lechfeld, Bayern, on October 4, 1017.  He writes:


“You are, I suppose, wondering how I am getting on.  Well, as I told you in two previous postcards, I am a prisoner of war in Germany and did not know what our address would be.  I was captured on July 10, 1917, and after being in three different camps we were brought to the one we are in now, where we are settled down for God knows how long.  Some of the chaps have been here three years, but I don’t think we will be here that long.  So keep up your spirits till we meet again.  Don’t send any parcels from Australia, as we are supplied from England.  Corporal M.G. Dunn is with me.  You can write to------, in Sydney, and let her know, as I have lost her address, and also to Williamstown “Advertiser,” as a lot of the late boys in our company (2nd Australian Tunnelling Co.,) came from Williamstown.” 





Continues/


Sergeant Angus then expresses some wishes in regard to improvements to his property at Woodend South, and afterwards makes enquiry in reference to the welfare of several residents.  He wished to be remembered to “all the boys,” and adds—“I can’t put anything I like in this, so you will be content to know that we are treated well by our captors.  All the non-commissioner officers are in a camp by themselves—about 2000 altogether.  We have plenty of music and fun; they have all sort of instruments here.”





Weekly Times (Melbourne) Saturday November 23, 1918:


AUSTRALIANS IN CAPTIVITY – PRISONERS IN GERMANY WHEN ARMISTICE WAS SIGNED


There are upwards of 3000 Australian soldiers who were made prisoners of war in the past four years on the Western front of Europe.  Following is a portion of the list, as far as can be ascertained from the records at the Defence Department:


	4139, Spr F.C. Davey, 2nd Tun. Coy; 4012 E. Dunn, 2nd Tun. Coy; 543 M.G. Dunn (trans. To Switzerland), 2nd Tun Coy; 478 Sgt. C.H. Angus, 2nd Tun Coy; Spr. J.F. Bell, 2nd Tun Coy; Spr. C. Berry, 2nd Tun Coy; 492 Sgt F. Birrel (trans. To Switzerland), 2nd Tun Coy; 3491B, F. Brown, 2nd Tun Coy; 515 Spr. D.J. Cochrane, 2nd Tun Coy; 4082 Spr. W.A. Crittenden, 2nd Tun. Co;			Article abridged to Tunnellers





A.I.F. 2nd Tunnelling Coy							Dunn, M.G. 543


Prisoner of War


	Arrived Switzerland 31/8/18


	Cert. by Telephone message from A.I.F. Hqrs 3/9/18


London 4/9/18








A.I.F. 2nd Tunn C.							Dunn, Cpl Martin George 543


Repatriated Prisoner of War


	Arrived London 8/12/18


		Cert. by List from Capt Mills 9/12/18


London 12/12/18





Ballarat Star Tuesday January 14, 1919:


PRISONERS OF WAR ARRIVALS IN ENGLAND


The following list of prisoners of war who have reached England has been issued by the Defence Department:


BALLARAT AND DISTRICT


	Cpl. Martin G. Dunn, Ballarat East.						Article abridged





Ballarat Star Tuesday January 14, 1919:


ARRIVED IN ENGLAND


The latest official list regarding prisoners of war, issued by the Defence Department, shows that Corporal Martin G. Dunn, of Ballarat East, who was taken prisoner by the Germans during the fighting in France, has reached England.





The Argus Tuesday April 1, 1919:


VICTORIAN SOLDIERS - S.S. NEVASA LIST


Victorians returning to Australia by the transport Nevasa which left England on March 3are listed:


543 Cpl M.G. Dunn;								         Article abridged





The Argus Friday April 25, 1919:


SOLDIERS DUE TODAY


There will be a double disembarkation of troops today.  The Victorians returning on the s.s. Euripides and the s.s. Nevasa will berth at the new pier, Port Melbourne at 11 o’clock and will be conveyed in motor cars to the A.I.F. Depot in Sturt Street, where relatives and friends should await.  The procession will follow the usual route and the first cars should reach the city at about a quarter past 11 o’clock.


The party will comprise of 700 men, the majority being invalids.                    		Article abridged





Plaque in Victorian Garden or Remembrance  


Photo supplied by Dept. of Veterans’ Affairs and used with permission








