SAPPER ANDREW DUNN

3285 – 1st Tunnelling Company

Andrew Dunn stated he was born in Roseborough, Northumberland, England about 1874 the son of George and Jane Dunn.  He came to Australia where in 1897 he married Annie Dumbleton with their marriage registered in Stockton, New South Wales.

At the recruiting depot in Kurri Kurri, NSW on April 9, 1916 the forty-two and a half year old married miner applied to enlist for active service abroad.  Personal particulars taken show he was 170cms (5ft 7ins) tall with a chest expansion of 90cms (35¾ins).  Passing the preliminary medical examination his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.

Attestation Forms were completed which describe him further as having a dark complexion with grey eyes and dark hair.  Church of England was his religion and a distinctive mark was an old standing bruise caused by a fall of coal four years previously on his right shin bone.  Next-of-kin was his wife Annie Dunn of Weston, via Maitland, NSW allotting two-fifths of his pay in support of her.  He was sworn in the same day.

Basic training was with the No. 4 Tunnelling Company from April 17, 1916.

Early in May, 1916 recruits forming part of the No. 4 Tunnelling Company embarked from Brisbane, Queensland on board HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.

At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW on May 11 they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   The rank of Sapper and the Regimental number 3285 in No. 4 Company was assigned to him.  

The 7713-ton transport departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs departing the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Down’s camp.

Disciplinary action was given for the following while in camp:



Offence:

Perham Downs 27/7/16 Neglecting to obey an order



Award:


3 days C.B. [confined to barracks]

The Reinforcement proceeded to France on August 29, 1916 arriving at the 2nd Aust Divisional Base Depot the next day.  Sapper Dunn was taken on strength with the 1st Tunnelling Company in the field on September 30, 1916.

Further action was administered while in the field for misconduct:



Offence:

W.O.A.S. [While on Active Service] committing a nuisance






on 18/2/17



Award:


Forfeits 3 day’s pay 18/2/17



Offence:

W.O.A.S. 18/5/17  (1) Drunkenness (2) A.W.L. from 8.20 p.m.






to 8.55 p.m. 



Award:


7 days F.P. No. 2  [Field punishment]

He went sick on August 24, 1917 to the 4th Aust Field Ambulance with diarrhoea then taken to the Divisional Rest Station at the 12th Aust Field Ambulance where he remained until August 29 and returned to his unit.

On September 15, 1917 he was admitted to the 1/3 West Lancashire Field Ambulance with diarrhoea and transferred to the 12th Casualty Clearing Station and discharged to duty two days later.

He was admitted to the 1st Aust Field Ambulance on January 22, 1918 with scabies (a skin irritation caused by Itch Mite whose eggs are laid under the skin’s outer layer) and sent to the Divisional Rest Station and returned to duty on January 29.

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

Leave was granted and he proceeded on November 2 and returned on December 11, 1918.  While away Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained in their districts assisting with rehabilitation of clearing roads of booby traps left by the enemy.

Orders were received on January 28, 1919 to prepare for demobilisation to England and to report to Base.  

Members of the unit departed on February 1 and arrived at the No. 1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny camp two days later after crossing the English Channel to England.

Sapper Dunn embarked for Australia on March 2, 1919 on board H.T. Derbyshire for the voyage home.  Base Records notified his wife on March 17 advising he was on his way home.   

The ship arrived on April 17, 1919 in Melbourne (3rd Military District) and returned to Sydney (2nd M.D.) on April 25. 

Military Discharge was issued in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on August 3, 1919 as medically unfit.

Base Records was requested for a Statement of his Service by the Repatriation Department in Sydney which was forwarded on November 29, 1920.

For service for his country Sapper 3285 Andrew Dunn, 1st Tunnelling Company was awarded the British War Medal (46396) and the Victory Medal (45323).

The Repatriation Department requested a Statement of his Service again on November 26, 1929.

In 1930 he was residing at 86 Hannell Street, Wickham with the occupation as a miner.

Andrew Dunn died on July 27, 1932 aged 58 years.  Family arrangements were published in the:
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His grave is located in Anglican portion 2 of Sandgate Cemetery, Newcastle, NSW within section 119 in lot no. 75 and marked with a Commonwealth War Grave Headstone.

His wife passed away on February 2, 1950 and was interred in the same plot.  A Death Notice appeared in the:
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Newcastle Morning Herald Thursday July 28, 1932:


FUNERAL NOTICES


DUNN – The Relatives and Friends of Mrs A. DUNN and FAMILY are invited to attend the Funeral of her beloved Husband and their Father ANDREW DUNN (late A.I.F.) to move from his late residence 9 Charles-street, Wickham THIS AFTERNOON, at 2.10 o’clock, for Church of England Cemetery, Sandgate.





DUNN – The Relatives and Friends of Mrs JANE DUNN are invited to attend the Funeral of her beloved ANDREW DUNN (late A.I.F.) to move from his late residence 9 Charles-street, Wickham THIS AFTERNOON, at 2.10 o’clock, for Church of England Cemetery, Sandgate.


									THOMAS MOORE


										Funeral Director








Newcastle Herald Saturday March 4, 1950:


DEATH NOTICES


DUNN, Ann, relict of the late Andrew Dunn, at her residence 21 Charles Street, Wickham on February 2, 1950, loving mother of Vi, Ruby, Claude, and Harold and grandma of Gwen, Jackie, Mavis, Mervyn, Billy and Carol.  At rest. Aged 73 years.











