SAPPER JOHN DONNELLY

4313 – 3rd Tunnelling Company

John Donnelly completed an ‘Application to Enlist in the Australian Imperial Force’ on 14 March 1916 at Westonia, Western Australia, stating he was born at Arklow, Wicklow, Ireland and that he was 43 years of age and a Miner by occupation.

A medical examination recorded that he stood 5ft 7ins tall.  He weighed 140lbs, had a fresh complexion, grey eyes and dark hair.  He was of the Roman Catholic faith.  
Deemed to be ‘fit for active service’ he signed the ‘Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad’ and the Oath to ‘well and truly serve’ on 15 March 1916 at Merredin, Western Australia, naming as his Next-of-Kin his father, John E. Donnelly of Westonia, Western Australia, his address changed on 24 October 1916 to Gordon House, Gordon Place, Melbourne, Victoria.  This was again changed to his cousin, Mr. Robert Kearns of 16 Railway Terrace, Williamstown, Victoria.
Training began on 22 March and on 1 May he was appointed to No.6 Tunnelling Company at Belmont, WA and embarked at Fremantle for the Western Front on board Warilda.
Two Sections of the Northern recruits to form the No.4 Company had embarked from Brisbane, Queensland early in May, 1916 aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, New South Wales (NSW).  Six officers and 152 other ranks (O.R.s) together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.
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At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   

The 7713 ton transport departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 bound for Melbourne, Victoria, where the Headquarters and 3 Sections of No.5 Company boarded the transport.

Two of those Sections, 8 Officers and 173 O.R.s, had been recruited in Victoria.  The third Section of 3 Officers and 76 O.R.s had been recruited in Tasmania.  Also boarding in Melbourne were the 1st Reinforcements for No.5 Company; 17 men from Victoria and 8 from Tasmania.

The ship departed Melbourne on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. where one Section of 3 officers and 76 O.Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs, boarded Warilda to complete No.5 Company. 

Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 No.6 Company had been recruited in W.A. and the 14 Officers and 325 O.R.s, along with their 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs, were taken on board and Warilda departed the same day for the European theatre.  Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  

Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where soldiers going Absent Without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight day voyage experienced remarkably pleasant weather and terminated at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front.

On 5 August 1916 he was charged with being drunk on duty on 27 July and was awarded 72 hours detention and forfeiture of 3 days pay.  On the same day he was charged with being absent without leave from 2400 hours on 3 August until 1100 hours the next day and was awarded forfeiture of 7 days pay.

He proceeded overseas to France on 28 August and was taken on strength of the 3rd Australian Tunnelling Company on 30 September 1916.

On 9 April 1917 he was awarded 14 days Field Punishment No.1 for drunkenness. 
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On 19 April 1917 he was killed in action [shell] at Hill 70.  He was buried at Hersin Communal Cemetery Extension, 2¼ miles East of Noeux-le-Mines at Plot 1, Row E, Grave 15
When attempts to contact his Next-of-Kin failed advertisements were placed in the press:
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On 20 October 1918, Major Alexander Sanderson, Commanding Officer of 3ATC wrote to John E. Donnelly at Gordon House providing photos of John Donnellys’ grave.
On 23 October 1918 his personal effects were called for by his father.  Comprising a disc, pipe, 5 francs and 24 Cents on damaged notes, they had been returned to Australia per Marathon and had been forwarded to him addressed to Westonia, WA on 8 March 1918 but had been returned unclaimed.  On the same day, John Edweard Donnelly signed as receiving the personal effects of his son from Base Records and recorded his current address as Gordon House, Gordon Place, Melbourne.
On 21 May 1919, Major Alexander Sanderson, Commanding Officer of 3ATC wrote from Tournai, Belgium, to Mr. R. Kearns at Williamstown, Victoria providing photos of his cousins grave.
On 20 January 1926, Robert Kearns of 16 Railway Terrace, Williamstown, Victoria made a Statutory Declaration at Base Records, Victoria, declaring:

‘that I am a cousin of the late 4313 Sapper J. Donnelly, 3rd Tunnelling Coy., and to the best of my knowledge the only living relative.
I desire that any war mementoes due in respect of the deceased soldiers service be issued to me and I promise to take the greatest care of such mementoes, and, in the event of any person with a prior claim coming forward, I agree to return such mementoes to the Department of Defence on demand in writing.’

War Memorabilia in respect of John Donnellys’ service, including the British War Medal, Victory Medal, memorial plaque and scroll and the pamphlet ‘Where the Australians Rest’, were counter issued to R. Kearns on 20 January 1926.
John Donnelly's name is located at panel 26 in the Commemorative Area at the Australian War Memorial.
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Addendum:
197 Gunner RM Robert Kearns, Victorian Naval Contingent, China, 1900-1901 (Boxer Uprising), embarked 30 July 1900 on SS Salamis; returned to Australia on 25 April 1901 on SS Chingtu.
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Sydney Morning Herald Monday May 22, 1916:


THE TROOPS


INSPECTION AT MOORE PARK


“In the presence of a crowd of 10,000 people the District Commandant, Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D., held an inspection of troops at Moore Park, on Saturday afternoon.  The troops consisted of Field Artillery, Tunnelling Section (including Queenslanders), under Major Vincent; Infantry, under Lieutenant Owen Gibbs, under Captain Brosnan, the whole parade being under the command of Major Holman, D.S.O.


Prior to arrival of the commandant and his staff, the men were drawn up in columns of companies on the Dowling-street side of the ground, facing the tramline.  The bands of Liverpool Headquarters and the Engineers played selections of music.


Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D. made a close inspection of the lines.  Returning to the saluting base the Commandant took the salute as the various units marched past in columns of companies, and again as they returned headed by the band in columns of fours.


One company had with it a small kangaroo as a mascot.  The animal was held on a ribbon, but when it drew level with the saluting base it bobbed up and down as if anxious to do its share in the saluting lines as its male friends were doing.  Its antics were so ludicrous that the crowd roared.


At the conclusion of the inspection the men were marched across to the Royal Agricultural Ground, where they were provided with temporary quarters.” 


Abridged





Photos of Hersin Cemetery and headstone by kind permission of


The War Graves Photographic Project - www.twgpp.org 








The West Australian, WA – Tuesday 23 April 1918:


MISSING NEXT-OF-KIN.


The military authorities wish to communicate with the next-of-kin of the following soldiers:


4331, Sapper J. Donnelly, 3rd Tunnelling Company; next-of-kin. J. E Donnelly, Westonia


Article abridged





Kalgoorlie Miner, WA – Saturday 7 September 1918:


SOLDIERS' PERSONAL EFFECTS


CLAIMANTS REQUIRED.


Personal effects of the following members of the Australian Imperial Force are held by the Officer in Charge of Base Records, Melbourne,


	4313 Spr. J. Donnelly, 3rd Tun. Coy. ;


Article Abridged





The Sydney Morning Herald - Saturday 23 July 1921:


ENGINEERS' ROLL OF HONOUR


The Royal Engineer War Memorial Committee are arranging to deposit a roll of honour of all ranks of the Royal Engineers whose names were officially published as killed in action or died of wounds or disease in the war in the chapel of St. Paul's Cathedral, and the Engineer corps of the dominions, colonial, and Indian armies have been invited to deposit similar rolls of honour in St. Paul's, to be attached to that of the Royal Engineers.  This invitation has been accepted in Australia.  The roll will be inscribed on vellum and enclosed in a casket of Australian timbers to rest on a slab of Australian marble.  


This extract from Tunnellers Roll of Honour included in profile with the kind permission of the


Dean and Chapter of St Paul’s Cathedral, London


Photos courtesy of Robin Sanderson, Paris











The West Australian Thursday August 1930:


STATE WAR MEMORIAL


NAMES FOR TABLETS


The names of all West Australian soldiers who gave their lives during the Great War are to be handed down to posterity by means of a series of tablets bearing their names on the walls of a section of the State War Memorial on Mount Eliza.  








The Herald, Melbourne – Wednesday 30 July 1941:


Death Notices


KEARNS.— On July 29 at his residence, 16 Railway Terrace. Williamstown, ex-Commissioned Warrant Officer Chief Gunner Robert Kearns, R.N. and R.A.N., dearly beloved husband of the late Maria, dearly loved father of May (Mrs Parsons. dec.), and devoted grandfather of Jean; in his 87th year.





Williamstown Chronicle, Victoria – Friday 1 August 1941:


MR R. KEARNS.


One of this city's best known old identities, Mr Robert (Bob) Kearns, died on Tuesday evening, at his residence, 16 Railway-terrace, after a brief illness.  Born at Arcklow, County Wicklow, Ireland, 87 years ago, he arrived in the State and this city 67 years ago.  He was the only surviving commissioned officer of the old Victorian Navy.  He joined the Royal Navy in Victoria 62 years ago and was absorbed into the Royal Australian Navy on the advent of Federation, retiring with the rank of Chief Commissioned Warrant Officer Gunner.  He served as a member of Victorian contingent which served in China during the Boxer Rising, and was the founder of the Boys' Brigade.


He was the oldest member of the Williamstown Football Club, and a prominent member of St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church. He is survived by a granddaughter, his wife having predeceased him over twelve months ago.  The funeral, largely attended, at which a special car had to be used for floral tributes, took place on Thursday afternoon, leaving his residence for cremation at Fawkner.  The coffin covered by the Union Jack was borne to the crematorium by ratings of the R.A.N.  Commander A. Willett and Lieut. Milne represented the Minister for Navy and the Navy Department. Ernest W. Jackson was in charge of the funeral arrangements, and the Rev. James Walker held a service in the home and officiated at the crematorium.








