SAPPER BERNARD DONNELLY
2375 – 3rd Tunnelling Company
In 1883 at Gundagai, New South Wales Bernard Donnelly was born to James and Mary Donnelly.  He and his brothers moved to the goldfields of Western Australia.  In 1913 he was a miner at Kalgoorlie residing at 87 Bourke Street with his brother Patrick.  
The following report could be him which was published in the:

His father passed away in September, 1914 and the following was placed by the brothers in the:

At the recruiting office at the Senior Cadets Depot in Kalgoorlie on 7 January, 1916 the thirty-one year old labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Forms of Attestation were completed and describe him at 170cms (5ft 7ins) tall, weighing 74.5kgs (164lbs) with a chest expansion of 89-94cms (35-37ins).  Fair was his complexion with brown hair and his eyes passed the eye test with very poor sight in the right eye and poor vision in the left one.  Roman Catholic was his religious faith.  Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Mary Donnelly of Adelaide but changed to care of James Donnelly 48 Victoria Street, Kalgoorlie, W.A.

Acknowledgement to the departing volunteers was published in the:

He reported to Blackboy Hill camp, near Perth on 10 January where he took the Enlistment Oath and assigned for basic training with the 41st Depot Battalion.  On 1 March, 1916 was allotted to the Miner’s Unit and placed on Miners’ Standby Reinforcements the next day.  He was transferred to their training camp at Rosebery Park, Sydney joining on March 25 the 2nd Reinforcements, No. 3 Company, 1st Mining Battalion.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 2375.

The Reinforcements consisting of 3 Officers and 177 Other Ranks (180 members) embarked from Sydney, NSW on March 31, 1916 on the transport HMAT A16 Star of Victoria.  The ship arrived at Colombo, Ceylon on April 4, 1916 and after refuelling departed the following day.  The vessel docked at the Suez, Egypt on May 3, 1916 where the Reinforcements disembarked after 33 days at sea.  The weather during the voyage was cold and rough.  The Star of Victoria departed the next day for Port Said and spent the day in port May 5, 1916.  From the Suez the men were transported to Alexandria where they were transhipped to the City of Edinburgh leaving on May 5 for the crossing to France.  They arrived at Marseilles on May 17 and were entrained to Aust General Base Depot at Etaples marching in on June 1, 1916.

On June 25, 1916 he was attached to the 3rd Tunnelling Company and taken on strength on 30 September, 1916.

Disciplinary action was taken for the following:



Crime:

Absent from billet at 9.45 p.m. 5/6/17


Award:

Forfeits 4 day’s pay 7/6/17

He went sick to hospital on 8 December, 1917 returning the following day to his unit.

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving one year abroad.

Leave to England was granted and taken from 26 January, 1918 and rejoined on February 12.

Comfort parcels from the Kalgoorlie Ladies Committee were distributed and he signed the Letter of Thanks to them which was reprinted in the:

Sapper was a member of No. 1 Section who took part in a raid on the Givenchy Front and the following was recorded in the Unit Diary of the 3rd Tunnelling Company as follows:
“On the morning of 24/8/18, 2 officers and 40 O.R’s of No. 1 Section of the 3rd Aust. Tnlg Coy took part in the raid on the enemy on the Givenchy Front, co-operating with the 164th Brigade of the 55th Division.

In order to assist the operation, North of La Bassee Canal at Givenchy barrages for two dummy raids, and also smoke barrages were put down in the Hulluch Sector.    M.G’s fired 24,750 rounds in connection with this dummy raid in addition to the normal harassing fire by artillery.

The Tunnellers part in the offensive operation at Givenchy was to examine dugouts and mine entrances and to mark them “safe” or “dangerous” according to the results of examination: to search for and render harmless in any mines or booby traps found: to cut all enemy electric leads: to destroy any T.M.’s found in the forward objectives and to collect any information such as documents, plans, or particulars of accommodation available for troops.

The whole party was suitably equipped with rifle and bayonet as well as tools of their particular necessity.
Each patrol party of the Infantry was accompanied by two tunnellers.

Their objectives were the areas marked (1) to (7) inclusive.  (Vide plans appendix VXII August).
The operation was kept very secret.  No orders were issued until 8 p.m. on 23/8/18 when the men selected were assembled on the alarm post and finally instructed by the C.O. in what their part in the raid was to be.
The raid was very successful and all objectives were gained, only three casualties amongst the Tunnellers being:-




934  Spr  Byrne, M.E.
 wounded.



           5337    “    Hansson, F.G.
       “



           6767    “    Joehinke, E.E.
       “
Those taking part in these operations were:-



Lt J.W. Allen




Lt T. Taylor     


   950  Sgt Campbell, J.W.



 1032  L/Cpl Higgins, M.


2379  Spr  Daly, T

5027  Spr  Jones, T.G.

5015   Spr  Smith, S.G.



  910    “    Ahearn, R.J.

6891    “    Bourke, G.F. 
2396    “    O’Neill, C.


6875    “   Cooke, C.W. ]
7436    “    Schryver, W.

4537    “    Burke, W.E.



6767    “    Jochinke, E.

4322    “    Elliott, J.E.

6762    “    Brewer, J.R.


1125    “    Pettigrew, J.

7370    “    Bowering, S.

4812    “    Punton, J.



5843    “   Symons, A.V.
2375    “    Donnelly, B.

8006    “    Taylor, E.Y.


2349    “    Dooley, T.B.

7491    “    Bacon, T.W.

5997    “    Thring, J.      



5818    “   Ritchie, H.

1282    “    Owens, J.

6631    “    Jones, W.E.A.


  922    “   Bennetts, A.C.
4526    “    Young, J.J.

953    “      Clarke, G.



5794    “    McManus, P.

6885    “    Montgomery, W.
6772    “    Robinson, C.A.L.


4759    “    Hancock, E.R.
7719    “    Williams, G.

4462    “    Roberts, W.



4486    “    Thomas, J.H.

4500    “    Walkerden, C.
4519    “    Wilson, R.L.


5337    “    Hansson, F.G.
  934    “    Byrne, M.E.

Sapper E.Y. Taylor made a pencil sketch of a reconnaissance made by himself of the area covered by the Givenchy craters.  He was attached to No 14 Party, 4th Platoon of 2/5 Lan. Fusiliers.

On the night of the 24th, a signal message was received from General Jeudwine of the 55th Division by the C.O. which read:-
“55th Division send hearty thanks for the able and keen co-operation of the 3rd Australian   Tunnelling Coy to-day.”

“Your officers, N.C.O.’s and men were splendid and I cannot speak too well of them.”

Sapper was wounded in action in a gas shell attack on 30 October, 1918 and the extract from the Unit Diary is as follows:
“On 30/10/18, the following were shell gassed:-

2377 Spr Daly, T.


9010 Spr Ahearn, R.T.

2375 Spr Donnelly, B


2349 Spr Dooley, T.B.

1125 Spr Pettigrew, J


1225 Spr Brennan, D

920 Spr Benbow, F.W.


4434 Spr Nunn-Pendle, J

4997 Spr Thring, J


1118 L/Cpl Page, T”
He was taken to the 47th Field Ambulance then moved to the 15th Casualty Clearing Station for treatment of yellow gas poisoning.  The next day was admitted to the 2nd Aust General Hospital in Boulogne and invalided to England on October 31 on the hospital ship Pieter de Connick entering the 1st Southern General Hospital, Edgbaston, Birmingham with bronchitis from gas poisoning the following day.  He was there when Peace was declared.
Base Records advised his mother on 18 November, 1918 he had been reported as wounded – gassed and gave his postal address for correspondence.  The letter was returned to Records as “unknown by letter carrier.”

On 26 November, 1918 was transferred to the 1st Aust Auxiliary Hospital in Harefield then discharged to furlough three days later and to report to the No. 4 Command Depot, Harefield on December 13.

Further communication to his next-of-kin from Base Records advised on November 28, 1918 he had been reported being admitted to the 1st Southern General Hospital, Birmingham, England on 10/11/18, gassed, actual condition not stated.  This letter was also returned “unknown by letter carrier.”

His name was listed among the casualties appearing in the list published in the: 


Sapper marched in as ordered from London Headquarters to the No. 1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny on December 13.
Base Records requested from the 5th Military District on December 13 the current address of his next-of-kin.

Due to gas poisoning Sapper Donnelly embarked early for Australia on the hospital ship City of Exeter on 5 January, 1919.  News of their arrival was published in the:
Base Records advertised for the address of his next-of-kin in the:
He was admitted to No. 8 Aust General Hospital until March 16, 1919.

The 5th Military District replied on 1 March, 1919 to Base Records on their inquiry on 13 December, 1918 as to the latest address of his next-of-kin informing them that Mrs M. Donnelly now resides at 84 McDonald Street, Kalgoorlie and his records were updated accordingly at Headquarters.  

Base Records replied to Mrs M. Donnelly at her McDonald Street, address on March 20, 1919 referring to her son who recently returned to Australia giving the reason she was not informed prior to his arrival was on account of previous notifications despatched to her at the address shown on his records as care of J. Donnelly, 48 Victoria Street, Kalgoorlie were returned unclaimed and her present address had only just been ascertained.
Military Discharge was issued in Perth (5th Military District) on 12 April, 1919 as medically unfit.

A year later he was part of a syndicate applying for Gold Mining Leases which were advertised along with proceedings from the Kalgoorlie Warden’s Court in the:

The British War Medal (9026) and the Victory Medal (8986) were issued to wear to Sapper 2375 Bernard Donnelly, 3rd Tunnelling Company for serving his country.

The Perth Branch of the Repatriation Commission request a copy of his service records from Base Records which were forwarded on 9 December, 1927.  A recall occurred on 10 June, 1930.
In 1931 he and his brother Patrick were residents at 109 McDonald Street, Kalgoorlie with his occupation as a labourer.  In 1936 he was at Wiluna, Mt Leonora as a miner and the following was reported in the:
The Donnelly brothers syndicate applied for a lease at Mt Ida which was reported in the:

In 1943 he was a labourer living at 509 Hannan Street, Kalgoorlie and in 1949 was at 160 Egan Street working as a miner.  He appeared before the Kalgoorlie Police Court and proceedings were reported in the:
From 1954 to 1963 he was listed as a miner at 10 Hanbury Street, Kalgoorlie. 

Bernard Donnelly passed away about 28 July, 1965 aged 86 years.  Interment took place on July 30 in the Roman Catholic section of the Kalgoorlie Cemetery.  There is no headstone.
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West Australian Wednesday February 18, 1914:





FOUND IN THE BUSH – MAN RESCUED AT KOOKYNIE


Kalgoorlie, Feb 17.


Information has been received in Kalgoorlie regarding the man named Bernard Donnelly who had wandered into the bush and was found on February 12 on a weak state seven miles from Yerilla, situated about 25 miles south-east of Kookynie.  Donnelly had, when found, discarded his hat and boots, and clothing was badly torn.  News that the man had been missing since the morning of the previous day was received by Constable Healey while he was on his way to Pingin on statistical duty.  Donnelly was last seen going through the bush, and as he had behaved rather peculiarly for a few days previously, it was deemed advisable to institute a search.  The constable and a few residents picked up the tracks of the missing man, but after following them for two miles they were lost in rough country.  A search party was then organised, and at 3 p.m. Robert Collins, one of the members, found Donnelly near a well,  Donnelly was apprehended as a person deemed to be of unsound mind, as a means of ensuring that he would get  proper treatment and was taken into Kookynie and then to Leonora.  It is stated that Donnelly could not have survived much longer. 





Kalgoorlie Western Argus Tuesday September 28, 1915:


IN MEMORIAM


DONNELLY.—In loving memory of our dear father, who died at Broken Hill, on 27th Sept, 1914.


	As the ivy clings to the oak,


	Our memory clings to thee.


—Inserted by his loving sons Patrick and Bernard Donnelly. Broken Hill and American papers please copy.


DONNELLY.—In loving memory of our dear father, who died at Broken Hill on 27 Sept., 1914.


	Too far away for sight or speech,


	But not too far for our thoughts to reach.


—Inserted by his loving son and daughter-in-law and grandchildren, James and Mary Donnelly. Broken Hill and American papers please copy.





Kalgoorlie Miner Saturday January 8, 1916:


KALGOORLIE RECRUITING


Out of a score of volunteers examiner at Kalgoorlie yesterday the following fifteen were accepted—William Patullo, Henry Isaac Cardell, Oscar Bauer, Norman Hanbury, Edward Baker Mundle, Herbert Olsen, William Charles Kutcher, Claude Strahan Moir, Alan Douglas Waters, David Coulton, John David Wheatley, Bernard Donnelly, Thomas Sanders, Thomas Thompson.





Kalgoorlie Miner Tuesday April 16, 1918:


TUNNELLERS’ COMFORTS - MEN WHO RECEIVED THEM 


Sometime ago gifts were despatched to the front by the No. 1 Tunnelling, Pioneers and Engineers committee, and a list of recipients has now been received by the secretary, Mrs R.M. Jordan as follows—No. 2375 B. Donnelly,       													Article abridged





Western Argus Tuesday December 17, 1918:


AUSTRALIANS IN ACTION – W.A. ROLL OF HONOUR


The following is the 450th list of casualties amongst West Australians in the A.I.F.:


WOUNDED


	Spr. Bernard Donnelly, Kalgoorlie, gas:						Article abridged





Albany Advertiser Wednesday February 26, 1919:


RETURNING TROOPS – CITY OF EXETER AND DEMOSTHENES


The men who were landed from the Troopships City of Exeter and Demosthenes on Friday and Saturday respectively, at the quarantine station to the number of 244, including 13 officers and also one nurse, who were brought ashore yesterday afternoon at 4.30 o’clock.  After a brief spell they were entertained by the ladies of the Red Cross Society and members of various churches at tea in the Albert Hall, and at 9.30 were entrained for Perth.  On enquiry it was ascertained that the general health of the men was excellent, while a noticeable feature was the fact that a large number were wearing the ribbon of the Gallipoli Star, while a few showed those additional marks of honourable service by the small gold bars indicating the number of times they had been wounded in action.





West Australian Saturday February 15, 1919:


MISSING NEXT-OF-KIN


The military authorities wish to communicate with the next-of-kin of the undermentioned soldiers—2375 B. Donnelly, 41st Depot Miners’ Unit; next-of-kin, Mrs M. Donnelly c.o. J. Donnelly, 48 Victoria-street, Kalgoorlie.  												Article abridged





Kalgoorlie Miner Friday February 20, 1920:


MINING NOTICES


NOTICE of Application for a Gold Mining Lease, No. 4776E.  Notice is hereby given that Charles Culbert Grieves, Denis Joseph McManus, John Phelan, Victor Curnow, Bernard Donnelly, Charles Henry Corrie, of Kalgoorlie and Boulder, the undersigned, have made application this day for a Gold Mining Lease under the provisions of “The Mining Act, 1904” of ground to be known as Lady Miriam, containing 24 acres, Mr Monger, Sudden Kerj Group, four miles S.E. commencing at S.W. cnr of application P.A. 1325E, thence 12 ch W, thence 20 ch S, thence 12 ch E., thence 20 ch N, to datum  peg.  Dated at Kalgoorlie this 19th day of February, 1920.  Signature ofApplicants—Chas C. Grieves, D.J. McManus, J. Phelan, W. Curnow, B. Donnelly, C.H. Corrie (by their agent, Chas C. Grieves.  Objections against the application above referred to must be lodged at the Warden’s Office on or before the 19th day of March, 1920 and the hearing of the application will take place on the 23rd day of March next.—F.W. Spence, Mining Registrar, East Coolgardie Goldfield.





Western Argus Friday March 12, 1920:


MINING NOTICES


NOTICE of Application for a Gold Mining Lease No. 4847E.  Notice is hereby given that we Charles Culbert Grieves, Dennis Joseph McManus, John Phelan, Charles Henry Corrie, Bernard Donnelly of Kalgoorlie, the undersigned have made application this day for a Gold Mining Lease, under the provision of “The Mining Act, 1902” of ground to be known as “The Digger” containing 10 acres, Christmas Flat, commencing at D.P. at N.W. corner of application of P.A. 1357 (“James”, thence in a northerly direction 7 ch., thence 13 ch. In an easterly direction, thence 5 ch. South, thence 12 ch. Westerly to P. of C.  Dated at Kalgoorlie this 11th day of March, 1920.  Signature of Applicants—Chas. C. Grieves, D.J. McManus, John Phelan, Chas H. Corrie, B. Donnelly (by their agent, Chas C. Grieves.  Objections against the Application above referred to must be lodged at the Warden’s Office on or before the 0th day of April, 1920, and the hearing of the application will take place on the 13th day of April next.—F.W. Spence, Mining Registrar, East Coolgardie Goldfield.





Kalgoorlie Miner Tuesday March 30, 1920:


MINING NOTICES


NOTICE of Application for a Gold Mining Lease. No 4916E.  Notice is hereby given that Charles Culbert Grieves, Dennis Joseph McManus, John Phelan, Victor Curnow, Bernard Donnelly, and Charles Henry Corrie, of Kalgoorlie, the undersigned, have made application this day for a Gold Mining Lease under the provisions of “The Mining Act, 1904,” of ground to be known as “Lady Gladys South,” containing 9 acres (approx.), Christnas Flat, commencing at N.W. corner of Lease 4803E, and turning thence W. along N. boundary of Lease 4776E 16ch., thence N. 4 ch., thence E. along the S. boundary of Lease 4877E 14ch., to the N.W. corner of 4798E, thence S.E. 10 ch. Along W. boundary to p.o.c.  Dated the Kalgoorlie this 22nd day of March, 1920.  Signature of Applicants—Chas. C. Grieves, B. Donnelly, V. Curnow, J. Phelan, D.J. McManus, C.H. Corrie (by their agent, Chas. C. Grieves).  Objections against the application above referred to must be lodged at the Warden’s Office on or before the 21st day of April, 1920, and the hearing of the application will take place on the 27th day of April next.—F.W. Spence, Mining Registrar, Coolgardie Goldfield.





Western Argus Tuesday April 13, 1920:


KALGOORLIE WARDEN’S COURT


Mr E. McGinn, acting Warden, presided in the Kalgoorlie Warden’s Court yesterday.  The following applications for gold-mining leases situated at Mt Monger were recommended:


4817E Lady Gladys, Charles Culbert Grieves, Denis Joseph McManus, Victor Curnow, John Phelan, Bernard Donnelly and Charles Henry Corrie;





Western Argus Tuesday May 4, 1920:


KALGOORLIE WARDEN’S COURT


A long list of applications was set down before the acting Warden, Mr E. McGinn, in the Kalgoorlie Warden’s Court yesterday.  The following applications for gold-mining leases were recommended: 4916E, Lady Gladys South, Mt Monger, Charles Culbert Grieves, Denis Joseph McManus, John Phelan, Victor Curnow, Bernard Donnelly and Charles Henry Corrie.								Article abridged





Western Argus Tuesday August 28, 1934:


WILUNA


Bernard Donnelly was fined £5, with costs, for using obscene language in Wootton street.





Western Argus Tuesday December 3, 1935:


KALGOORLIE WARDEN’S COURT


In the Kalgoorlie Warden’s Court yesterday morning, before the Warden Mr E. McGinn, the following applications for gold mining leases were recommended:  James, Donnelly, Patrick Donnelly, Bernard Donnelly and Samuel Watt, No. 5651Z, Golden Vale, Mt Ida.





Kalgoorlie Miner Saturday September 2, 1950:


ALLEGED PENSIONS BREACH – TWO CHARGES DISMISSED


In the Kalgoorlie Police Court yesterday, before Mr T.A. Draper, R.M. a service pensioner named Bernard Donnelly was charged with having at Boulder, on August 14, 1948, been guilty of an offence against the Australian Soldiers’ Repatriation Act, in that, being a pensioner under the Act, he had acquired property to the value of £578 17/ and did not within 30 days formally notify the Repatriation Board of Western Australia of the fact.


In dismissing the charge, with costs, Dr Draper observed that Donnelly had acquired only £50 of this sum, the balance being paid to the public trustee, so that the defendant did not have either possession or a legal title to the money.


Earlier evidence had indicated the £50 did not affect the rate of pension payable.








