SAPPER THOMAS DOBINSON
3594 – 1st Tunnelling Company
Thomas Dobinson stated he was born in Brampton, Carlisle, Cumberland, England.  There is a birth in the first quarter of 1886 registered at Carlisle for a Thomas Dobinson that could be him.  He had a sister Alice listed as the daughter of William and Frances Dobinson.  He received his education at the Buhlie School, Brampton.  His father died early and his mother died in 1898 at Carlisle.  
In 1891 Thomas was residing at Hill House farm with Edward Dobson (27) farmer & solicitor’s clerk and other members of the household were Jane Dobson (57) mother and servants William G. Rutherford (45) farm manager, Joseph Lewis (22) horse man, Elizabeth J. Farrent (25) domestic servant and Thomas Dobinson (15) cattle boy. 
His sister Alice married at Harrow-gate, Yorkshire in 1909 to Thomas Lister Stott.

He came to Australia when he was twenty-five years of age and was working in Sydney, New South Wales for the Metropolitan Water, Sewerage and Drainage Board and had good friends in Enfield.  His sister and her husband Lister Stott also came to reside in Sydney.
On 7 January, 1916 he applied to enlist for active service abroad at the Board of Health, Sydney and passed the medical examination giving his address as 28 Station Street, Newtown with Mrs Casey of the same address for next-of-kin.  Attestation forms were completed and describe him as 165cms (5ft 5ins) tall, weighing 63.6kgs (140lbs) with a chest measurement of 102cms (40ins) and had a sallow complexion with good vision in his brown eyes and light brown hair.  Distinctive mark was a vaccination scar on his left arm.  Religion was Church of England.  With both parents deceased he nominated his sister Mrs Alice Stott of Byron Street, Campsie as next-of-kin.  The Oath of Allegiance was signed and taken at Casula camp, near Liverpool, NSW on 27 January, 1916.
Basic training commenced at Casula camp in the 2nd Military District with B Coy, 19th Battalion the same day.  He was then allotted to the No. 4 Tunnelling Company who were training at Rosebery Park, Sydney.

In Queensland the recruits forming part of the No. 4 Tunnelling Company embarked from Brisbane, Qld early in May, 1916 aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.

At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW on May 11, 1916 they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   The rank of Sapper and the Regimental number 3594 in No. 4 Company was assigned to him.  
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He participated in the Inspection of Troops which was reported in the:
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The 7713-ton transport departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs.); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  
The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs. with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

In Perth the No. 6 Tunnelling Company was in their final stages of preparation for departure giving a regimental show of their strength in parades. 

Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs. along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs. departing the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  
The fifty-eight-day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  
Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Down’s camp.
On 29 August, 1916 the Reinforcements proceeded to France arriving at the 2nd Divisional Base Depot the next day.   
Sapper Dobinson was taken on strength with the 1st Tunnelling Company on 30 September, 1916 who were situated at Baileull working on the Hill 63 dugout system.  A month later the Company was relocated to Hill 60, Ypres Salient in Belgium.

Captain O.H. Woodward, also of the 1st Tunnelling Company stated in his unpublished book My War Story of the Great War the following:

“Early in October the Company was ordered to relieve the 3rd Canadian Tunnelling Company which was then in control of Mining operations at the historic Hill 60.”  

Sapper Dobinson was killed in action on 23 October, 1916 aged 31 years.  Burial with a military service took place in the Railway Dugouts cemetery, Transport Farm, Zillebeke about 1½ miles south-south east from Ypres.  
On 6 November, 1916 the 2nd Military District was advised of his demise and confirmed receipt of the news by cable to London the same day and next-of-kin were advised by Base Records.  
A copy of his service was made for the Pension Department on November 14.
Tributes to him were placed in the Roll of Honour appearing in the:
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His name was in the Casualty List published in the:
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His sister Alice wrote for his Certificate of Death on 21 November, 1916 to Base Records as she had applied for probate on his Will but until a certificate was received, she said it could not be granted.  Formal acknowledgement was sent to her on 1 December, 1916 from Base Records.

A Certificate on the Report of his Death was completed by Base Records on 12 January, 1917 and forwarded to her the same day.
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In the Law Notices it was reported probate had been granted and was published in the:

Lieutenant J.E. Armstrong, commander of his section, wrote to Mrs Stott forwarding sympathy and an explanation of her brother’s death and other letters were received from mates of the deceased.  The following letters were written to the mother of Sapper Harry Brown in Broken Hill, NSW who also died in the same incident.  They wrote:
Lieutenant J.E. Armstrong writes under date of November 2, as follows:

“With a feeling of regret and deep sympathy I write to tell you of your son’s death.  He had just returned from the front-line trenches to his dugout when a shell burst, killing him and five others.  He had been in my section from the time he joined the Miners’ Corps in Sydney, and I trust the knowledge that he died a noble death of a soldier fighting a just cause will console you I your sad bereavement.”

Sapper J. Ellis, of an Australian Tunnelling Corps, writes from the Bevan Military Hospital, Sandgate, Kent:

“I am a sapper in poor Harry’s section, and was a particular mate of his since we left Sydney.  I am writing you these few lines to tell you how the poor chap was killed, hoping it will ease you sorrow a little.  Harry and another mate of ours from Sydney named Tom Dowling [Dobinson], were killed by a big shell at Hill 60, near Ypres, Belgium.  They were both killed instantly and suffered no pain; it was about 6 p.m. on October 20.  I am in hospital having landed here two days ago from Hill 60.  I offer my deepest sympathy and our other two mates, Bob Watts and Will Johnston (both Broken Hill boys), join with me.  Harry was thought a lot of by all our company, who deeply regret his death.

All Harry’s belongings were taken charge of by our officers, and will be forwarded to you later.”

Sapper W.T. Johnston, writing from “somewhere in France” under date of October 26, 1916, states:

“It is with the deepest regret that I write you these few lines of sympathy.  Harry was one of the best mates that I had.  We left Adelaide together and were mated till the last.  I can tell you that it completely broke me up.  He died a soldier’s death and was doing his duty.  He received a soldier’s burial in a soldier’s cemetery a few miles behind the firing line, so it is a consolation for you to know he had a decent burial.  I have got his gas bag, and if I can get permission to send it across to you, I will do so.  As his mate I thought it my duty to send you particulars of his death and my sympathy.”
Captain O.H. Woodward also describes in his book the following on their dugouts in the Ypres Salient at that time:

“In this low-lying country a Dugout were merely a splinter-proof shelter formed by driving a short length of trench and enlarging the end to give an excavation 8ft. by 6ft. and 6ft. 6in. deep.  Walls of 9 in. by 3 in. Oregon timber were placed round the excavation and if lucky a few railway irons supported a timber roof over which sandbags and layers of brick were placed.  Three hessian bunks were fixed in a tier on one wall, the lower bunk being just clear of the floor.  Water dripped in many places from the roof and walls oozed through the floor.  A hessian door gave a feeling of privacy.  However, compared with the lot of the Infantryman who camped on the fire step of the Frontline Trench under the cover of a waterproof sheet the dugout was like a Modern self-contained Flat!”

Mrs. Alice Stott wrote from Moxon Road, Punchbowl to Base Records on 26 March, 1917 inquiring about the belongings of her late brother.  She had a letter Captain Anderson, his officer, in December last saying his things were being forwarded and she was very anxious to have them if they were available. A reply was sent on 28 March, 1917 by standard card.
His belongings in a package were forwarded to Mrs Stott from Base Records on 13 August, 1917 by registered post (1903) from Melbourne, Vic.  The Australian Kit Store in Fulham, London had sent them on the transport Medic and their inventory listed items as follows:

Wallet, Razor Strop, Razor, Fountain pen, Folding scissors, Handkerchief, Brooch (Metal), 


Rising Sun badge, Postcards and Photo.

Alice receipted delivery of the consignment on 17 August, 1917.

On the first anniversary of his death the following notices of memorial were placed by his sister and husband in the:
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He was also remembered by his friends a few days later in the:
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A circular and booklet re Graves of the Soldiers was forwarded to his sister on 8 December, 1919 and acknowledged by reply card on 5 May, 1920 by Base Records.
On 9 March, 1921 photographs of his grave were forwarded in triplicate to his sister and signed their receipt slip on 20 March.

For his supreme sacrifice Sapper 3594 Thomas Dobinson, 1st Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (41050) and the Victory Medal (40632) in service for his country.

The Deceased Soldiers’ Section wrote to Mrs Stott at “Windemere” Port Hacking, NSW on 14 February, 1922 as they were disposing of his War Medals to next-of-kin and requested information if his parents were still alive and if so, could she supply information on them.   
Mrs Stott replied on 21 February, 1922 that she was his only living relative in Australia.  He always made his home with her and it was always his wish for her that if anything was due to him should he be not fortunate enough to not come back to her. He quite understood when he made his Will that would be sufficient.  We have no parents.  If I can’t have the medal, we will leave it at that for I promised him when he went away that I would keep anything that was due to him.  Other family matters she could not get into.  She asked them to note her change of address.
The Medals Section replied on 10 March, 1922 thanking for her reply concerning the affairs of her brother and in the circumstances was prepared to recommend that the deceased’s medals etc. be handed over to her but only on the distinct understanding that they be preserved with due care as memorials of his service and produced back to their department on its demand in writing.  If she was agreeable to accept them under those conditions at any time of receipt of its demand in writing to kindly complete the attached Declaration before a J.P. and return it at her earliest convenience.  
The Statutory Declaration was signed by her and declared on 17 March, 1922 and returned to the Department.  Medals to go to his sister was approved on 22 March.
On 7 April, 1922 the War Medal was forwarded to the Commandant, 2nd Military District for distribution to her.

The Memorial Scroll (321315) was issued and signed for on 23 May, 1922 and the Memorial Plaque (321315) delivery took place on 16 August, 1922.  The Victory Medal arrived and she wrote a letter of thanks on 15 March, 1923 advising that she would return to her old address at Moxon Road, Punchbowl after the 28th of that month.

MEMORIALS
His name appears in the Commemorative Area at the Australian War Memorial, Canberra, ACT on panel 26.
His sacrifice is also commemorated as one of 42 staff on the Metropolitan Water, Sewerage and Drainage Board’s Roll of Honour who served in World War I.  This board is in storage and not publicly available.
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The intention to place the names of the Australian Royal Engineers who lost their lives during the Great War on a roll of honour to be lodged in the Chapel of St Paul’s Cathedral, London was published in the:
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The original roll of honour of the 1st Aust. Tunnelling Company had their names inscribed into the enamelled panels on the 1919 memorial but these were vandalised and later replaced by a bronze plaque on a stone monument which still exists today.

[image: image11.jpg]


 

© Donna Baldey 2021

www.tunnellers.net
Sydney Morning Herald Monday May 22, 1916:


THE TROOPS – INSPECTION AT MOORE PARK


“In the presence of a crowd of 10,000 people the District Commandant, Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D., held an inspection of troops at Moore Park, on Saturday afternoon.  The troops consisted of Field Artillery, Tunnelling Section (including Queenslanders), under Major Vincent; Infantry, under Lieutenant Owen Gibbs, under Captain Brosnan, the whole parade being under the command of Major Holman, D.S.O.


Prior to arrival of the commandant and his staff, the men were drawn up in columns of companies on the Dowling-street side of the ground, facing the tramline.  The bands of Liverpool Headquarters and the Engineers played selections of music.	


Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D. made a close inspection of the lines.  Returning to the saluting base the Commandant took the salute as the various units marched past in columns of companies, and again as they returned headed by the band in columns of fours.								Cont’d





Continues:


One company had with it a small kangaroo as a mascot.  The animal was held on a ribbon, but when it drew level with the saluting base it bobbed up and down as if anxious to do its share in the saluting lines as its male friends were doing.  Its antics were so ludicrous that the crowd roared.


At the conclusion of the inspection the men were marched across to the Royal Agricultural Ground, where they were provided with temporary quarters.” 						Article abridged





Sydney Morning Herald Thursday November 23, 1916:


ROLL OF HONOUR


DOBINSON. –Killed in action in France on October 23, 1916, Sapper T. Dobinson, aged 31 years.


		He went to prove his manhood,


		  He heard his country’s call,


		To do what he thought his duty,


		  He gave his life, for all.


Inserted by his loving sister, Mrs Stott, Byron Street, Campsie.





Sydney Morning Herald Saturday November 11, 1916:


ROLL OF HONOUR


DOBINSON. –Our dear friend, Spr. T Dobinson, killed in action, somewhere in France, September 23, 1916.


		What happy hours we once enjoyed,


		  How sweet his memory still


		For he has left an aching heart,


		  This world can never fill.


Sadly missed by his true friends Mr and Mrs Hockley and family, Ivy Hector and little Josie, Enfield.





Land (Sydney) Friday November 24, 1916:


LATEST CASUALTIES – NEW SOUTH WALES – KILLED IN ACTION


T. Dobinson, Campsie;																						Article abridged





Sydney Mail Wednesday


10 January, 1917





Sydney Morning Herald Saturday January 27, 1917:


LAW REPORT – PROBATE COURT


The following probates and letters of administration were granted by the Registrar of Probates during the past week—T. Dobinson									Article abridged





Sydney Morning Herald Tuesday October 23, 1917:


ROLL OF HONOUR


DOBINSON. –In loving memory of my dear brother, Sapper Thomas Dobinson, killed in action in France on October 23, 1916.  Ever remembered by his loving sister and brother, A. and L. Stott, Moxon Road, Punchbowl.





Daily Telegraph Thursday October 23, 1919:


ROLL OF HONOUR


DOBINSON. –In loving memory of our dear brother, Sapper Thomas Dobinson, killed in action at Hill 60, Flanders, on October 23, 1916; aged 31 years.  Ever remembered by his loving sister and brother A. and L. Stott, Punchbowl.





Sydney Morning Herald Saturday October 27, 1917:





ROLL OF HONOUR


DOBINSON. –Tribute of love and respect of our dear friend, Sapper Thomas (Tom) Dobinson, killed in action, October 23, 1916.  Always remembered as one of the best, by his true friends, Mr and Mrs J. Hockley and family, Enfield.





Roll of Honour Board of Metropolitan Water, Sewerage & Drainage Board, Sydney, NSW


Photo sourced from NSW Memorials Register





The Sydney Morning Herald - Saturday 23 July 1921:


ENGINEERS' ROLL OF HONOUR


The Royal Engineer War Memorial Committee are arranging to deposit a roll of honour of all ranks of the Royal Engineers whose names were officially published as killed in action or died of wounds or disease in the war in the chapel of St. Paul's Cathedral, and the Engineer corps of the dominions, colonial, and Indian armies have been invited to deposit similar rolls of honour in St. Paul's, to be attached to that of the Royal Engineers.  This invitation has been accepted in Australia.  The roll will be inscribed on vellum and enclosed in a casket of Australian timbers to rest on a slab of Australian marble.  





This extract from Tunnellers Roll of Honour included in profile with the kind permission of the


Dean and Chapter of St Paul’s Cathedral, London


Photos courtesy of Robin Sanderson, Paris








Thomas incorrectly recorded as ‘Robinson’





Photos sourced from Australian War Memorial copyright expired





The Mercury - Tasmania : Thursday 18 December 1924:


VANDALISM.


WAR MONUMENT DAMAGED.


(Australian Press Association.)


LONDON. December 16.


The War Graves Commission has advised the authorities at Australia House that the inscription on the tablet of the Australian Tunnelling Company monument at Hill 60 in Flanders has been considerably damaged, many of the letters having been broken, and some entirely removed, evidently by a hammer and chisel.  Inquiries into the outrage are now proceeding, and the matter has been referred to the Anglo-French Mixed Committee.





Replacement 1st Tunnelling Company monument (left) and with updated dedication plate (right) at Hill 60, Belgium.  Photo courtesy Murray Ewen, WA





Hill 60 Monument in 2004


Photo courtesy of Tour of Honour – Ignatius Park College





Photo of headstone & cemetery by kind permission of


The War Graves Photographic Project - www.twgpp.org 











His grave is located in Railway Dugouts Burial Ground (Transport Farm), Zillebeke, Belgium in plot VI, row O in grave no. 20.





LEST WE FORGET








