SAPPER JAMES MYLES McGUINESS DIXON

6878 – 2nd Tunnelling Company

Born on 8 June 1879 at Launceston, Tasmania, James was the son of James Solomon and Constance, nee De-la-garde, Dixon.

The 1914 Electoral Roll records James Myles Dixon, Miner, and Victor Lovekin Dixon, Miner, are living in Queenstown.  Bertha Louisa Dixon is living at Preston Street, Queenstown.

James signed the ‘Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad’ on 7 April 1916.  A medical examination the same day at Queenstown, Tasmania recorded that he was 34 years and 10 months of age.  He was 5ft 6ins tall and weighed 133 lbs.  He had a fair complexion, grey eyes and light brown hair.  He was of the Church of England faith. A scar on his right calf and a tattoo on his left forearm were recorded as distinguishing marks.e wasH

He stated he was a labourer by trade and named as his Next-of-Kin his wife, Mrs. Bertha Louisa Dixon of Cutter Street, Queenstown, Tasmania and allotted three-fifths of his pay for the support of his wife and children.  He signed the Oath to ‘well and truly serve’ at Claremont Camp on 12 April 1916’ 

He was transferred from Tasmania to the Miners Reinforcements at Seymour, Victoria on 1 July 1916.

DIXON James Miles McGuiness 5523 was to embark at Melbourne on 25 October 1916 on board HMAT A38 Ulysses with the October Reinforcements Tunnelling Companies.  His card was marked: ‘SPR.  Crossed off Roll.  Transferred to Reserve Reinforcements A.W.L.  17/10/16’.

On 7 November he was transferred back to the Miners Reinforcements.

DIXON James Myles McGuiness 6878 was to embark with the December Reinforcements Tunnelling Companies.  His card was marked: ‘Crossed off Roll of Dec. Tunlg. Coy.  Isolation. Spr. 6th M.D. 8/12’.

The address of his Next-of-Kin was changed to Bawes Street, Queenstown.

On 11 January 1917 at Seymour, Victoria he was appointed to the Tunnelling Reinforcements and embarked at Melbourne on board Omrah.
The Reinforcements consisting of 168 members departed Melbourne, Victoria at 3 p.m. on January 17, 1917 on board the HMAT A5 RMS Omrah.  The mail ship arrived at 8 a.m. two days later at Adelaide, S.A. and headed off at 4 p.m. that afternoon.  It sailed into the West Australian port of Fremantle on January 21 where the Reinforcements were granted Day Leave ashore the next day before leaving on January 24, 1917.  The ship returned to Fremantle at 7 a.m. on February 1 and put out to sea again at 5 p.m. the next afternoon February 2.  Durban, South Africa was reached at 7 a.m. on February 16 and sailed at 6 p.m. the following evening.  The next port of call was Cape Town on February 20 arriving at 8 a.m. where two days later the men were granted Day Leave ashore until 11 p.m. on the 22nd before departing at 5 p.m. on February 24.  The sights of Sierra Leone were seen closely on March 9, 1917 as the vessel docked at 8 a.m. and after refuelling left at 7 a.m. on March 12, 1917.  The voyage concluded at Devonport on March 27, 1917 and the troops disembarked at Plymouth after 74 days at sea.  The three officers and 165 other ranks were entrained to Tidworth and marched into the Drafting Depot at Perham Down’s camp the same day.

James proceeded overseas to France on 14 April 1917 and marched in to the Australian General Base Depot on 15 April.  On 21 April he was transferred to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion.

The 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion was an advanced section of the Base Depot.  Formed at La Motte, France on June 6, 1916 with Captain N. Macrae being seconded from the Mining Corps as Adjutant and Quartermaster, the Battalion had an initial strength of 21 Officers and 1003 Other Ranks, mainly Infantry.  The Battalion organised works near the lines and through duties would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field. 

For a time, all infantry reinforcements were drawn from this unit.  Heavy losses at Pozieres in July through September 1916 caused all infantry to be directly absorbed into their fighting units.

The Battalion continued to be a transit unit for tunnelling reinforcements and in October 1916 there were 9 officers and 203 men in the Battalion which now served as a tunnelling company, working with the 1st Canadian Tunnelling Company at St Eloi, The Bluff and the Ravine (near Ypres).  On 5 November 1917 the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion was abolished.

On 22 July 1917 Mrs. C. Tedman wrote to Base records requesting information about her brother, Sapper J. M. M. Dixon, as she had not heard from him in three months.  Base Records replied on 31 July that they had no official casualty report concerning her brother and assumed he was with his unit. 

On 1 September 1917, Bertha Louisa Dixon gave birth to a son, Wilfred Alphonse Myles Dixon, at Queenstown.

On 19 September 1917 James was attached to the 2nd Australian Tunnelling Company (2ATC).

He was due his Blue Chevrons in January 1918.  Each blue Service Chevron denoted one year’s service from 1 January 1915.  A red Chevron denoted service before 31 December 1914. 

On 16 January 1918 he was taken on strength of 2ATC.

He proceeded on leave to England on 22 January 1918.  While on leave in England he reported sick on 24 January and was admitted to the 1st Australian Auxiliary Hospital at Harefield with bronchitis.
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Discharged from hospital on 1 February, he was granted the balance of his leave, to report to No.3 Command Depot, Hurdcott.  He marched in to Hurdcott on 9 February and was admitted to the 1st Australian Dermatological Hospital, Bulford on 15 February.

He was discharged to the Conversion Training Depot, Parkhouse on 6 March and marched out to No.3 Command Depot on 19 March 1918.

On 30 April he was transferred to No.2 Command Depot, Weymouth.

James left London on 12 May 1918 for return to Australia on board Ruahine.  

In June 1918 his wife wrote to Base Records asking that when he arrives in Melbourne they give her husband her address at Jenico Street, Queenstown, adding ‘right opposite Spence’s old saw-mill, he will know to find it’. 

Disembarking at Melbourne on 5 July 1918 James travelled to Tasmania where he was discharged from the A.I.F. on 23 August 1918 due to chronic bronchitis.  He was entitled to wear the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.

In August 1918, James made a claim for a War Pension.  He was living at Avoca at the time and recorded that before the war he had worked as a Miner at Mt Lyall Company and was paid 11 shillings per day.  He recorded his dependents as his wife, Bertha Louisa, nee Burns, and living children as Preston, born 13 January 1909 at Forest; James Henry, born August 1914 at Queenstown and Richard, born 1 September 1917, also at Queenstown. 

In 1919 James Myles Dixon was a Miner living in Queenstown.  Bertha Louisa Dixon and Victor Evelyn Dixon, Labourer, are living at Preston Street, Queenstown.  Esther Ann Dixon is living in Driffield Street, Queenstown.

In 1919 James Myles Dixon, no occupation, is living at the Red Cross Hostel, Hobart East.

In April 1920 a War Pensions Examiner’s Report recorded James extent of incapacity and noted that he was doing vocational training in bootmaking.

The report recorded that pensions were being paid to James at £1-10-0 per fortnight; his wife Bertha at 15 shillings; son Preston, born 16 January 1909, at 10 shillings; son James Henry, born 29 August 1914, at 7 shillings and sixpence and son Richard, born 1 September 1917, at 5 shillings.

In 1922 James Myles Dixon is a Bootmaker living at 7 Claude Street, New Town, Tasmania.  He is also recorded in 1922 as living at Charles Street, Moonah, working as a Boot repairer.

Wilfred Alphonse Myles Dixon, known as Richard, died on 1 April 1923 aged 6 years.

In a ‘Statement and Declaration of War Pensioner’ of 7 March 1924, James records his address as Colebrook, Tasmania and his dependents as Florence Dixon, wife; James Dixon, son; Preston Dixon, son and unnamed Dixon, son.  A pencil entry of 5 June notes his wife as Bertha Louisa.  James stated: “My wife & family are supported by me & reside at Queenstown, Tas.”

In August 1925 James was living with his sister in country South Australia.  Medically he was in a bad way with chronic bronchitis and emphysema.  His Pension file was transferred to Norwood, South Australia from Tunnack, Tasmania.

In July 1930 his medical and military records were provided to the Repatriation Commission, Perth, Western Australia.

The 1931 Electoral Roll records James Myles McGuiness Dixon living at Earl Street, Narrogin, Western Australia and working as a labourer.

A Repatriation Commission Examiners Report of 2 December 1931 records that Bertha Louisa Dixon was married to Cyril Claude Sampson at Queenstown on 21 November 1931, describing herself as a widow.  There was no evidence of her husbands death held by the Commission.  The Commission ruled that a War Pension was no longer payable to Bertha and it was cancelled on 17 December 1931.

In 1936/1937 James Myles McGuiness Dixon is working as a dryblower, living at Mt. Charlotte, Western Australia.  

On 26 March 1943 James married Gladys Amilda Driscoll at Geraldton, Western Australia.  Gladys was born on 29 August 1920 at Mullewa, Western Australia.  The 1943 Electoral Roll records James Myles Dixon working as a Caretaker and living at United Services Home, Geraldton with Gladys Milda Dixon.  He is also recorded at Mullewa, no occupation recorded.

James and Gladys had two sons and a daughter, all born at Mullewa in April 1944, November 1946 and January 1949.

In 1949 James Miles Dixon, no occupation, was living at Utakarra, Geraldton with Gladys Milda Dixon.

James Myles McGuiness Dixon died at Geraldton on 4 October 1949.  He was buried in the Geraldton Cemetery.  His death was deemed to be related to his war service and his name was added to the Imperial War Graves List on 14 February 1950 and he was afforded a War Service grave.

In June 1950 Gladys’ application for a pension was rejected, the Repatriation Commission stating that she did not qualify as a dependent of James within the meaning of the Repatriation Act.

In November 1985, following representations by her son, and advice from the Commission of amendments to the Legislation made in 1973, she again applied for a pension and was granted a War Widow’s pension and medical treatment by the Department of Veterans Affairs, operative from 2 October 1985. 
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Gladys Amilda Dixon died at Geraldton 3 March 1995 aged 74.  She was also buried at Geraldton Cemetery.

Two of James’ brothers served in WW1:

PRIVATE CLAUDE EDGAR DIXON

2638 – 56th Infantry Battalion
Claude Edgar Dixon was born in Launceston, Tasmania. 
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The 1914 Electoral Roll records Claude Edgar Dixon and his brother John Arthur Dixon, both Miners, living at North Heemskirk, Zeehan, Tasmania.

Claude signed the Attestation Paper at Goulburn, New South Wales on 1 April 1916, stating that he was a Labourer by trade and naming as his Next-of-Kin his brother, Victor Dixon, of N.W. Coast, Circular Head, Tasmania. 

A medical examination the same day recorded that he was 23 years and 8 months of age.  He was 5ft 8ins tall, weighed 135 lbs and had a dark complexion, grey eyes and black hair.  He was of the Anglican faith.  A scar on his right calf was recorded as a distinguishing mark.

He signed the Oath on the same day and was appointed to ‘B’ Company, Depot Battalion, at Goulburn Depot Camp.  He was transferred to ‘A’ Company on 15 May and then transferred to ‘A’ Company, 56th Infantry Battalion on 22 June 1916.
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Claude embarked at Sydney on board HMAT A40 Ceramic on 7 October 1916, disembarking at Plymouth, England on 21 November.

On 12 December 1916 he changed his Next-of-Kin to his sister, Mrs. C. M. Tedman, Marrawah, Tasmania. 

He proceeded overseas to France on 25 April 1917 from the 14th Training Battalion and marched in to the Australian General Base Depot at Etaples on 26 April.  He marched out to the 56th Battalion where he was taken on strength on 30 April.

On 29 May he was evacuated sick with rheumatism and after initial treatment at the 8th Field Ambulance, he was admitted to the 5th Division Rest Station, rejoining his unit in the Field on 22 June.

In July 1917 his sister wrote to Base Records requesting his correct address. 

In his Will dated 18 September 1917, Claude bequeathed his entire estate to his brother, Victor Dixon.
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On 16 October 1917 he was wounded in action, gas, and was admitted to the 8th Field Ambulance.  
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Claude was transferred to the 5th Division Rest Station on 17 October and discharged to duty on 29 October.  He marched in to the 5th Division Reinforcement Wing on 30 October.

On 6 January 1918 he was detached from the 56th Battalion to the 5th Division Reinforcement Wing for duty as a Runner.  On 30 January he was transferred to that unit.  On 22 February 1918 he was transferred back to the 56th Battalion and was taken on strength the same day.

He reported sick on 26 February 1918 and was admitted to the 14th Field Ambulance.  He was transferred to the 2nd Australian Casualty Clearing Station the same day and then transferred to the 53rd General Hospital, Boulogne on 28 February.

Claude was discharged to the 10th Convalescent Depot at Ecanet on 10 April and on 16 April he was discharged from hospital to the Australian Infantry Base Depot at Havre.  

On 17 April he was charged with being absent from 9.30 am until apprehended by Military Police about 12 noon the same day.  He was deprived of 7 days pay by the O.C. of No.5 Rest Camp.

He marched out to his unit on 17 May, but did not rejoin them in the Field until 28 May.

On 25 July he was sent to the Summer Rest Camp, rejoining his unit on 10 August.
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Claude Edgar Dixon was killed in action on 1 September 1918.

The 56th Battalion suffered 22 men killed on action on 1 September and 11 men killed in action on 2 September.
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He was buried at Peronne Communal Cemetery Extension, Plot 5; Row “N”; grave 2.

Memorial Cross No.2 was erected between Plot 1 & 2 to the memory of the Officers, N.C.O.’s and men of the 56th A.I.F., who fell in action in the attack on Peronne, Sept. 1 & 2. 1918.

“Erected by their Comrades”

In late September his sister wrote to Base Records advising her change of address to 27 Russell Street, Inveresk, Launceston, and requesting information as to how and where her brother was killed.  Base Records replied on 1 October 1918 that further information was not available at that time but that any particulars received in later official advice would be promptly transmitted to her. 

In February 1920 his sister advised Base records of her change of address to Post Office, Turners Marsh, Tasmania, stating that she wanted a plaque and a scroll in respect of her deceased brother. 

In March 1920, his sister refused to fill in the Roll of Honour form until she had information about her brothers’ death.

On 12 April 1921, Base Records wrote to Claudes’ sister, Mrs. C. M. Tedman, asking whether her father and mother were still alive, and asking for names of surviving brothers and sisters older than herself.

On 13 December 1921 ‘C. I. M. Tedman’ acknowledged receipt of 3 copies of a photograph of Claudes’ grave.   3 copies of a photograph of the Memorial Cross erected to the memory of Claude were received on 1 May 1922.

By 22 December 1922 no reply had been received to their letter of 12 April 1921 and Base Records wrote to Headquarters, 6th District Base, seeking assistance to obtain the information desired.

On 3 January 1923 the Headquarters replied that the Next-of-Kin of 2368 Private C.E. Dixon, 56th Battalion, was ‘(Father) Mr. James S. Dixon, Smithton, Tasmania’.  On 4 January Base Records noted that War Medals etc. were to be issued to the Father.

The British War Medal and the Victory Medal in respect of Claudes’ service were forward to his father in February 1923.  On 1 March 1923, Jas.S. Dixon signed for the Memorial Plaque, Memorial Scroll and King’s Message in connexion with Claudes’ death.  The pamphlet “Where The Australians Rest” was forwarded in the same package.

Claude Edgar Dixon's name is located at Panel 162 in the Commemorative Area at the Australian War Memorial.
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Claude Edgar Dixon is also commemorated at Stanley, Tasmania.  A Centenary of Anzac project involved local students from Circular Head Christian School and Smithton High School researching 86 fallen soldiers pertaining to Circular Head.

Each soldier was given a paver which contains personal details.  The pavers form the nucleus of a commemorative area located at the Godfrey’s Beach precinct.

Sue Smedley, a member of the Circular Head RSL WWI Centenary Committee and coordinator of the Stanley project, said the close proximity to the foreshore and outlook on to the steep cliffs of the Nut and the rolling Green Hills is ideal in mirroring the feel of Gallipoli.

Claude Edgar Dixon's name will be projected onto the exterior of the Hall of Memory at the Australian War Memorial on:

· Tue 2 February, 2016 at 2:44 am

· Wed 30 March, 2016 at 1:07 am

· Mon 16 May, 2016 at 1:46 am

· Mon 27 June, 2016 at 4:45 am

· Tue 9 August, 2016 at 7:19 pm

· Tue 27 September, 2016 at 11:05 pm

· Sat 26 November, 2016 at 10:35 pm

· Tue 31 January, 2017 at 4:18 am

LEST WE FORGET

PRIVATE JOHN ARTHUR DIXON

2734 – 15th & 47th Infantry Battalions

On 29 December 1910 John Arthur Dixon married Bertha Louisa Burnes in Tasmania.

The 1914 Electoral Roll records John Arthur Dixon and his brother Claude Edgar Dixon, both Miners, living at North Heemskirk, Zeehan, Tasmania.  Bertha Louisa Dixon is living at Preston Street, Queenstown.

[image: image10.jpg]


He signed the Attestation Paper and the Oath on 18 June 1915 at Claremont, stating he was a Tin Miner by trade and that he was born in Footscray, Victoria.  He named as his Next-of-Kin his sister, Mrs. C. Dixon of Smithton, Tasmania (Miss Dixon on the Embarkation Roll).

A medical examination the same day recorded that he was 38 years of age.  He was 5ft 3ins tall and weighed 124 lbs.  He had a dark complexion, brown eyes and iron-grey hair.  He was of the Church of England faith.

John was appointed to the 15th Infantry Battalion on 11 August 1915 and embarked at Melbourne on 21 August 1915 on board HMAT A55 Kyarra.

The Battalion arrived at Lemnos on 14 September and moved out to Sarpi Camp, West Mudros.  The Battalion comprising 13 Officers and 453 Other Ranks landed at Anzac at 1 a.m. on 2 November 1915. 

John was wounded in action on 9 November 1915 at Hay Valley, receiving a gun shot wound to the shoulder.  He was evacuated and admitted to Military Hospital at Valetta, Malta on 30 November. 
He was discharged from hospital on 16 January to Hospital Ship Valdivia and disembarked at Alexandria on 21 January 1916 where he was admitted to No.3 Auxiliary Hospital.  On 14 February he was discharged to Zeitoun.

John was transferred to the 47th Battalion on 20 May 1916.

He reported sick and was admitted to hospital at Etaples, France on 29 December 1916.  He embarked for England on 6 January 1917 and admitted to the 3rd London General Hospital with pneumonia on 7 January.

John was admitted to the 3rd Auxiliary Hospital, Dartford on 6 March 1917 and was discharged to No.2 Command Depot, Weymouth the next day.   

He embarked at Plymouth on 8 April 1917 for return to Australia on board Hospital Ship Barambah, disembarking on 9 June 1917.

Discharged from the A.I.F. on 24 July 1917 as medically unfit due to debility after pneumonia, John was entitled to wear the 1914/15 Star, the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.

He was granted a War Pension of 60 shillings per fortnight from 25 July 1917.  This was reduced to 30 shillings per fortnight from 24 April 1918.

In 1919 John Arthur Dixon is recorded as a returned soldier living at Murrawah, Tasmania.  Also at Murrawah are his father James Solomon Dixon, Labourer, and Rebecca Dixon, no occupation. 

The Electoral Rolls from 1922 through to 1949 record John Arthur Dixon, Farmer, living at Mowbray Swamp, Circular head, Tasmania.

In November 1950 his medical and military records were provided to the Repatriation Commission, Hobart.
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56th Battalion War Diary – September 1918:


“Peronne – 1918 Sept 1st:


Commanding officer returned from Brigade Headquarters at 2 a.m. and at once sent for Company Commanders.


At 3 a.m. Brigade operation Order was received.


As Zero Hour is at 6 a.m. and all Companies have to be in forward assembly position there is no time to make at an operation order.  Company Commanders were instructed verbally.”





Appendix 42


A report titled ‘A few minor details in the wonderful exploits of the 14th Australian Infantry Brigade in the taking of Peronne Sept. 1/2 1918.’ concludes:





“This concludes what was probably one of the most brilliant feats ever accomplished by Australian troops and the mystery still remains how in 2 days a task such as that could be completed whish was, at first estimated by the higher authorities to be at least a months’ job.


(Sgd) R. G. Thompson ”








56th Battalion War Diary – October 1917:


“Westhoek Ridge - Oct 16:


5 a.m. – It was found that the occupants of the second compartment of “D” Co. Pill Box were suffering from gas.  Five were evacuated and the remaining ten were removed to shelters.”
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Goulburn Evening Penny Post, NSW – Tuesday 4 April 1916:


RECRUITING IN GOULBURN.


The following additional recruits have been enrolled at the Drill Hall:- Claude Edgar Dixon, Goulburn


Article Abridged








The Sydney Morning Herald, NSW – Friday 30 November 1917:


359th CASUALTY LIST.


NEW SOUTH WALES.


Wounded.


Pte.- CLAUDE EDGAR DIXON, Marrawah. Tas. (gas)


Article Abridged








Advocate, Burnie, Tasmania – Monday 2 October 1950:


DEATHS


DIXON- On September 29, at the Spencer Hospital, Wynyard, John Arthur Dixon, eldest son of the late James Solomon and Constance Dixon; aged 74 years (Anzac).








The North Western Advocate and Emu Bay Times, Tasmania – Saturday 2 June 1917:


RETURNING SOLDIERS


The following is a list of sick and wounded soldiers shortly returning to Australia from abroad: —


Private John Arthur Dixon, 47th Battalion.


Article Abridged





Advocate, Burnie, Tasmania – Friday 26 January 1951:


THE ADMINISTRATION AND


PROBATE ACT, 1935.


NOTICE OF INTENTION TO APPLY FOR LETTERS OF ADMINISTRATION.


NOTICE is hereby given that after the expiration of fourteen days from the publication hereof, application will be made to the Supreme Court of Tasmania in its Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction that Letters of Administration of the Estate of John Arthur Dixon, of Smithton, in the State of Tasmania, Farmer, deceased, intestate may be granted to Bertha Louisa Dixon, of Gormanston in the said State the lawful widow of the said deceased.


DATED this twenty-fifth day of January, 1951.


DOUGLAS & BUTLER,


Solicitors, Smithton,


Solicitors to the Applicant.
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