SAPPER JOHN LAWRENCE DILLON

5521 – 1st Tunnelling Company

In Stanley, Tasmania on May 22, 1884 John Lawrence Dillon was born, the son of Thomas and Mary Ann (nee Murray) Dillon.  

The North Western Advocate and the Emu Bay Times, Tasmania of Monday 10 January 1910 reported Stanley, Tasmaina “THE FOREST MYSTERY.  A Verdict of Wilful Murder.  Langmaid Brothers Arrested on Suspicion” in which John Lawrence Dillon had been a minor corroborating witness for the prosecution.
John moved to the drier climate of Queensland at twenty-five years of age for health reasons and was working as a labourer on Vindex Station, Winton, Queensland.

He at the Recruiting Office, Townsville, Qld, on May 8, 1916 passing the medical examination and was immediately sworn in the same day.  Forms of Attestation reveal he was 166cms tall (5ft 5½ins), weighed 61.3 kgs (135lbs) with a chest expansion between 86-92cms (34-36ins).  His appearance comprised of a fair complexion with red hair and his grey eyes tested with good vision.  Roman Catholic was his religion and next-of-kin nominated was his step-sister Miss Agnes Bellinger, Forest Post Office, Circular Heads, Tasmania.

He commenced basic training at 11 Depot Battalion, Enoggera, Brisbane, Qld on May 12, 1916 then sent to the Miners’ Depot (Qld) on June 20, 1916.  Further instruction began on June 29, 1916 at the Seymour Camp, Victoria until July 18, 1916 followed by a month’s treatment for a social disease at Langwarrin, Vic completed on August 19, 1916.  A return to Seymour Camp ensued to prepare for departure overseas.  Assigned the regimental number 5521 and placed with the October Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies.

The 516 Reinforcements departed Melbourne, Victoria on October 25, 1916 at 1.30pm aboard the transport HMAT A38 Ulysses.  The Australian coastline disappeared from view on October 30, 1916 with the port of Durban reached at 11.30am on November 13, 1916.  Windy going around the Cape arriving at Cape Town at 7am on November 19.  Sierra Leone was the next port of call but the ship was delayed until December 14, 1916 as it was not safe to proceed.  Arrived at Plymouth, England on December 28, 1916 after 65 days at sea, with the troops disembarking at 1.30pm and detrained to the station at Tidworth.  The men marched in to the Aust. Details Camp at Perham Downs the next day for a further month’s training.

Troops proceeded overseas on board SS Onward from Folkstone, Eng to France on January 29, 1917 and Sapper Dillon was attached under Supernumeracy to the 1st Tunnelling Company on February 6, 1917.  On February 17, 1917 was taken on strength.

On May 5, 1918 he was detached to the Aust. General Base Depot to attend the Medical Board in Rouelles, France arriving two days later.  He remained at Base until May 24 and rejoined his unit after four days.

Another detachment occurred to Base to attend the Medical Board on September 6, 1918 and he arrived the following day.  The Board found him unfit for general service but fit for home service.  On September 16, 1918 he was transferred to England suffering Asthma (B3) and arrived at Weymouth, England the day after and admitted to the Aust No.2 Command Depot hospital.  The report noted he had suffered Asthma all his life and his Unit’s R.M.O. stated he has suffered severely during the winter of 1917-1918.  His chest was now clear.  An inventory of his Kit was done on September 19, 1918 on arrival at Westham.

A Medical Report dated September 19, 1918 from the Westham Medical Office, Weymouth gives this account:
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A Kit inspection took place at Monte Video Camp on September 28, 1918 and was issued on October 17, 1918 for departure home from the same camp.

Sapper embarked from Devonport, Eng on October 20, 1918 on board H.T. D28 Borda for his return voyage to Australia.  His invalid travel report stated: 

“Has had Asthma for more than 6 weeks.  No rhonchi in lungs.  Is in very good condition.”

Next-of-kin was notified of his return on November 21, 1918.

The ship docked at Sydney, NSW in the 2nd Military District (NSW) on December 19, 1918.  Disembarked in 1st M.D. (Qld) at Brisbane on December 22, 1918 and sent to No 6 Aust. General Hospital, Kangaroo Point.  A copy his Asthma history from the 2 A.C. Depot, Westham was submitted. 
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He was sent for treatment and a report received on his chest from the Doctor to the Officer Commanding.

On January 22, 1919 details added to his medical report state “much improved – chest clear.  Capacity to work reduced by 25%”.  Discharge took place on February 21, 1919.

The same year he was on the Electoral Roll as a labourer on Vindex Station, Winton, Queensland

For his service abroad Sapper 5521 John Lawrence Dillon, 1st Tunnelling Company received the British War Medal (24486) and the Victory Medal (23660).  These were returned unclaimed on May 10, 1923.  A counter issue to Base Records was collected and signed for on September 6, 1923.  His address given at the time was 392 Church Street, Richmond.

John Lawrence Dillon died in Winton, Queensland on November 28, 1923 and was buried in the Winton Cemetery.  


His previously unmarked grave was recently marked with a white cross and plaque by members of the Winton RSL.

5521 John Lawrence DILLON (1ATC) was the step-brother of 5141 Vincent Henry BELLINGER (2ATC) and the brother-in-law of 1036 Arthur John HORTON (3ATC)
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Disability:		Asthma


	Origin:			Pre-existing – Australia


Disability History:	Has suffered attacks of Asthma from childhood.  At Tasmania? Had pleurisy at 19.  Went to Queensland at 25 and had no more attacks of Asthma.  Went to France February 1917.  Got attack of Asthma in November 1917.  Was sent to Le Havre for board (B1) and was transferred to England.


	Pre-existing aggravated by service during present war and climate.


Present Condition:	Rhonchi nil but when ? in left linings.


	Permanently unfit for general service fit for home service.


Is disability permanent:  Yes





To the O.C.


			Kangaroo Point Hospital


		Have put him on treatment.  To return in another fortnight.


		Advise Enoggera Camp No night leave be allowed.


		24/12/18








Townsville Bulletin, Queensland – Saturday 15 December 1923:


Winton Notes


(For the “N.Q. Register.”)


Winton, December 4.


Another call (for the Ambulance) came on Monday, this time from Mount Landsborough.  The patient in this case was a man named John Lawrence Dillon, 36 years of age, a returned soldier.  He was in a very bad state and died on Wednesday morning.  A post-mortem disclosed that he was suffering from acute suppurative peritonitis.  Deceased was a Tasmanian, and had only been about here for a few weeks although it was said he was in Winton some years ago.


Article Abridged





Advocate, Burnie, Tasmania – Thursday 26 November 1925:


IN MEMORIAM.


DILLON - Sacred to the memory of John Lawrence Dillon, who died at Winton Hospital, Queensland, 26th November, 1923. Sadly missed.


Inserted by his loving sisters and brothers.








Image of headstone courtesy of Australian Cemeteries Index - austcemindex.com








