SAPPER HOWARD ORR DICK
3286 – 1st Tunnelling Company
Brisbane, Queensland was the birthplace of Howard Orr Dick on 2 June, 1896 the son of John Baxter and Catherine Jane (nee Lougue) Dick.  
His parents gave their permission for their underaged son Howard to enlist for active service in their note to Military authorities:











13/1/16

This is to certify that we are willing to let our son Howard to enlist in his Majesty’s Forces for Foreign Service.









Catherine Jane Dick









John Baxter Dick

At the recruiting depot in Brisbane (1st Military District) on 13 January, 1916 the single eighteen-year-old clerk applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 178cms (5ft 10ins) tall, weighing 59.5kgs (131lbs) with a chest expansion of 84-89cms (33-35ins) and had a fair complexion with good vision in his brown eyes and brown hair.  Distinctive mark was a scar on his right hand.  Baptist was his religious faith.  Next-of-kin nominated was his father John Baxter Dick of Red Hill, Brisbane, Qld.  The Oath of Enlistment was signed and taken the same day.
Basic training commenced with the 11th Depot Battalion at Enoggera Barracks until March 21 then allotted to the No. 4 Tunnelling Company.

The recruits forming part of the No. 4 Tunnelling Company embarked from Brisbane, Qld early in May, 1916 aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.
At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW on 11 May, 1916 they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   The rank of Sapper and the Regimental number 3286 in No. 4 Company was assigned to him.  

He participated in the Inspection of Troops at Moore Park which was reported in the:
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The 7713-ton transport departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs.); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs. with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

In Perth the No. 6 Tunnelling Company was in their final stages of preparation for departure giving a regimental show of their strength in parades.

Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs. along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs. departing the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight-day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front.

Part of the Reinforcements proceeded to France on 15 October, 1916 from the Engineers’ Details camp arriving at the Aust General Base Depot the following day.  On 11 October was attached to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.

On 6 November, 1916 was sent to the Segregation camp at the A.G.B.D. in Etaples and returned to duty on December 1.

Was attached on 11 December to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.

Sapper was taken on strength with the 1st Tunnelling Company on 28 January, 1917.

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.  Each blue Service Chevron denoted one year’s service from 1 January 1915.  A red Chevron denoted service before 31 December 1914. 

Service continued without illness or injury and was counted in an audit of the company on 17 July, 1918 to be still serving.

Leave from France was granted and taken from 21 August to 7 September, 1918.

He was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of the districts by clearing roads and bridges left by the enemy.
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He sent a cablegram to his parents which was shared in the:

Further leave to England was taken from 11 February to 7 March, 1919 and re-joined his unit two days later.

Orders were received on 3 April, 1919 to return to the Aust General Base Depot and they marched out on April 10 crossing to England arriving at No. 1 Group camp at Deverill to await their voyage home.

After demobilisation Sapper Dick embarked for Australia on board H.T. Aeneas on 31 May, 1919.  Base Records advised his father on 26 June, 1919 that he was returning home.  The troopship docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 12 July, 1919 with news of their arrival printed in the:
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The soldiers for New South Wales and Queensland were entrained for Sydney (2nd M.D.) with arrangements published in the:
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The Queensland soldiers boarded further trains to Brisbane arriving on 14 July, 1919 and their arrival was covered in:
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Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on 28 August, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.
For serving his country Sapper 3286 Howard Orr Dick, 1st Tunnelling Company was issued to wear the British War Medal (17055) and the Victory Medal (16638).

In 1921 and 1922 he was working as a clerk at Kilcoy, Qld.

He married at Kilcoy to Elsie Jane Everett on 19 May, 1923.  Two years later they are listed at Montville and he was a storekeeper where they remained as very popular and community minded citizens.
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They moved to Silkstone, near Ipswich listed living at Blackstone Road in 1943 with his occupation as a storekeeper.  During World War II he was a Divisional A.R.P. Warden at Booval.

He became an Alderman on the Ipswich Council and was photographed with the Member of House of Representatives and the Mayor.

On their departure from the township, they were accorded a farewell which was reported in the:

Nambour Chronicle and North Coast Advertiser Friday November 4, 1938:

POPULAR MONTVILLE RESIDENTS – MR. AND MRS. H.O. DICK FAREWELLED

On Wednesday evening last the Montville School of Arts could scarcely accommodate the vast audience of residents of the Montville district who met to farewell Mr and Mrs H.O. Dick, who leave the district after sixteen years useful citizenship.
The first part of the evening was spent in community singing and dancing, interspersed with items.

Mr H.T. Brown (chairman of the valedictory committee) presided.  He remarked that Mr and Mrs Dick had always been willing to take their part in every object for the benefit of the district.  Mr Dick had been associated in the launching of the sports ground scheme and he (the chairman) regretted that Mr Dick was leaving the district just a little prior to the expected paying off the debt.  Mr Dick had also been instrumental in launching the Boy Scout movement in the district.  It was regretted that owing to indifferent health Mr Dick was compelled to relinquish these offices. Mrs Dick had always placed her skilled knowledge at the disposal of anyone suffering and many would miss that kindly sympathy and help in their times of trouble and sickness.

Mr H. Smith, on behalf of the citizens, referred to the good citizenship of the guests in all matters both of a private business, and public character.  Mrs J. Hamilton (Montville branch of the C.W.A.)) regretted the departure of Mrs Dick, who was a foundation member of the branch and a past president.  On behalf of the ladies Mrs Hamilton thanked Mrs Dick for all she had accomplished in the district and wished her every success and happiness.

Mr G.E. Brown (school of arts committee) thanked Mr Dick for his work as a committeeman and chairman.  During his term of office, the debt on the hall had been cleared and other improvements were made to the institution.  Mr W. Turner (school committee) in his remarks, referred particularly to the attitude always displayed by Mr Dick towards the children and to the assistance given by Mrs Dick in every social event.  Mr J.H. Hamilton referred to the great assistance Mr Dick rendered the sporting activities of the district, especially in the cricket and football spheres.  Mr S.M. Dart, as a friend of the guests, and a citizen, referred to the good work carried out by both Mr and Mrs Dick during their residence.

GIFTS OF CUTLERY AND NOTES

The chairman, on behalf of the residents of the district, asked Mr and Mrs Dick to accept as a token of their esteem and good wishes a case of cutlery and an envelope of notes.  He hoped they would always be able to look back upon their stay in the district with happy recollections, and that their future would be happy and successful.  They could feel that there would always be a very happy welcome back to Montville at any time they were able to pay a visit. (Applause).

In reply. Mr Dick sincerely thanked the chairman and other speakers for their eulogistic remarks and the district residents for their beautiful gift to Mrs Dick and himself.  He did not need any gift to remind him of his happy relationships with the Montville residents.  During his stay in the district, he had endeavoured to take his part in the district’s activities and was pleased to know that his efforts had been appreciated.  He was pleased with the remarks referring to his wife, who had always endeavoured to give her nursing knowledge to anyone desiring same.  He wished the district continued success and appealed to all growers and residents to take their par in the doings of their interests and livelihood.  Cheers were given for Mr and Mrs Dick and the singing of “Jolly Good Fellows” brought the presentation function to an end.

Supper was served, and dancing enjoyed till midnight, when the gathering joined in “Auld Lang Syne.”
He nominated as the mayoral candidate for the Greater Ipswich Council in 1949 announced in the:

He thanked the donor of a new radio for the returned soldiers’ memorial hall which was reported in the:


For his long and valued service with the R.S.L he was recommended for their Gold Badge with his achievements mentioned in the recommendation published in the:

In 1949 the couple had moved to 139 Station Road, Silkstone and a storekeeper remaining there until 1954.

He was featured in the weekly personalities’ column in 1953 in the:

In the Queen’s Birthday Honours List on 1 January, 1960 Howard O. Dick was awarded Member of the Order of the British Empire (Civil) (Imperial) in recognition of service to ex-servicemen.
By 1968 they were living at 105 Station Road, Booval with the occupation of secretary.

Mrs Elsie J. Dick died on 19 August, 1974 with cremation at Mt Thompson Crematorium, Brisbane.

Howard Orr Dick M.B.E. passed away on 16 December, 1979 aged 82 years.  
Cremation took place at Mt Thompson Crematorium.  Ashes were placed in Bed 9 area 15.
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Sydney Morning Herald Monday May 22, 1916:


THE TROOPS – INSPECTION AT MOORE PARK


“In the presence of a crowd of 10,000 people the District Commandant, Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D., held an inspection of troops at Moore Park, on Saturday afternoon.  The troops consisted of Field Artillery, Tunnelling Section (including Queenslanders), under Major Vincent; Infantry, under Lieutenant Owen Gibbs, under Captain Brosnan, the whole parade being under the command of Major Holman, D.S.O.


Prior to arrival of the commandant and his staff, the men were drawn up in columns of companies on the Dowling-street side of the ground, facing the tramline.  The bands of Liverpool Headquarters and the Engineers played selections of music.





Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D. made a close inspection of the lines.  Returning to the saluting base the Commandant took the salute as the various units marched past in columns of companies, and again as they returned headed by the band in columns of fours.


One company had with it a small kangaroo as a mascot.  The animal was held on a ribbon, but when it drew level with the saluting base it bobbed up and down as if anxious to do its share in the saluting lines as its male friends were doing.  Its antics were so ludicrous that the crowd roared.





At the conclusion of the inspection the men were marched across to the Royal Agricultural Ground, where they were provided with temporary quarters.” 						


Article abridged





Telegraph (Brisbane) Tuesday November 26, 1918:


PERSONAL NOTES


Mr and Mrs J.B. Dick, of Musgrave-road, Red Hill, have received a private cablegram from their son, Sapper H.O. Dick, 1st Australian Tunnelling Company, France, stating the he was safe and well.





The Age Monday July 14, 1919:


TROOPS PER AENEAS LANDED


Though timed to land at Port Melbourne at 2 p.m. on Saturday, troops arriving by the transport Aeneas, to the number of 300, reached the pier a little earlier, and by 2.20 p.m. the first of the men were at Sturt-street undergoing medical examination.  The usual welcome by Brigadier-General Brand, State Commandant, and advice on how to proceed, by Captain E.M. Wright, were tendered to the soldiers on landing, and they were given a hearty welcome in the streets of the metropolis and by relatives and friends at the “finalisations” depot.  The Aeneas carried troops for New South Wales and Queensland, who were sent on special trains to their respective States immediately upon quitting the transport.





Sydney Morning Herald Saturday July 12, 1919:


ARRIVING TOMORROW – SOLDIERS BY THE AENEAS


The soldiers by the Aeneas will arrive from Melbourne by three special trains tomorrow morning.  Friends and relatives who have tickets marked Aeneas from the staff officer for invalids will be admitted to the Anzac Buffet at 9 a.m.  The Queenslanders will leave for Brisbane by special train at 10.12 a.m.


Motor cars numbered on the Red Cross register from 87 to 192 will be required at the Chalmers-street entrance to the railway station at 9.15 a.m. and will do three or more trips.  Car-owners are asked to watch the evening papers in case of any alteration to the above arrangements.





The Daily Mail Tuesday 15 July, 1919:


HOME AGAIN TROOPS BY THE AENEAS – WELCOMED LAST NIGHT


Another batch of Returned Soldiers ex H.T. Aeneas looking in splendid condition returned to Brisbane last night and received the usual hearty welcome by their waiting relatives and friends and the general public.  The A.A.R. Band was also present at the station and rendered the usual acceptable programme of music.


The soldiers comprised of 13 officers, 183 men and one sister were conveyed from the station to Kangaroo Point Hospital by the Voluntary Transport Motor Corps.  Here hearty speeches of welcome were given.





Photo Queensland Times Monday September 13, 1948:





M.H.R. AND	ALDERMEN – Ald. H.O. Dick, Mr. Jos. Francis, M.H.R., and the Mayor (Ald. J.C. Minnis) had front seats at the Press table for the football final at the North Ipswich Reserve.








Queensland Times (Ipswich) Saturday April 23, 1949:


LINE-UP FOR ELECTIONS


There are two mayoral candidates and 33 aldermanic candidates for the Greater Ipswich council elections on May 28. The two mayoral candidates are Ald. H.O. Dick (Citizens’ Party) and Mr J.T. Finimore (endorsed Labour nominee).    										


Article abridged





Queensland Times Thursday January 11, 1951:


APPRECIATE RADIO


The Ipswich R.S.L. Sub branch Secretary (Mr H.O. Dick) expressed appreciation of the donation of a wireless by the Manager of the Maestro Radio Co., (Mr G. Missen) for the lounge of the Memorial Hall.  Mr Dick stated that when the old machine broke down Mr Missen inspected it, and decided to give the league another machine, which is of modern design and improves the appearance of the room.








Queensland Times Tuesday July 24, 1951:


PERSONAL


Mr I.R. Cameron (District President) Mr J. Brough (Immediate Past President), and Mr H.O. Dick (Secretary) of the Moreton District Branch of the R.S.S.A.I.L.A. will leave for Mackay to-day at attend the annual State Congress of the league.





Queensland Times Friday May 16, 1949:


WILL STAND FOR COUNTRY MAYOR – IPSWICH


Alderman H.O. Dick (Citizens’ Party), an ex-serviceman is keenly interested in the affairs of returned servicemen.  He has been a member of the R.S.L. since 1920.  Besides his council duties he is actively interested in local sporting bodies.  He has been on all the principal council deputations in the State and Federal Governments in the last few years.





He was secretary of the Moreton District Branch of the R.S.L. in 1951 with some of his duties listed in the: 





Queensland Times Saturday February 25, 1952:


MESSRS H.O. DICK AND W. NISBETT RECOMMENDED FOR R.S.L. GOLD BADGE


At last night’s meeting of the Ipswich Sub-branch of the Returned Soldiers’ League in the Memorial Hall, it was unanimously decided to recommend that two club members—Messrs H.O. Dick and W.P, Nisbett—should be granted the gold badge and life membership certificate of the R.S.L.  This is the highest honour the league can bestow.


Mr Howard Dick, the present secretary of the Ipswich sub-branch joined the R.S.LA.I.L.A. in July, 1919 in Brisbane.  In 1921 he became president of the Kilcoy sub-branch and later became secretary.  Later he was a vice-president of the Maroochy sub-branch and was the second president of the Palmwoods branch.


Since he has resided in Ipswich.  Mr Dick has been a member of the sub-branch executive, senior vice-president and acting president.


He represented Ipswich on the Moreton District Council and became senior vice-president of that branch.  He has represented Moreton at two State Congress meetings.  He had been President of the Ipswich Legacy Club and the Ipswich United Services Bowling Club.  At present he is secretary of the Ipswich sub-branch Ipswich Diggers’ Club.  Moreton District Council Repatriation Committee, and the Legacy Club.








Queensland Times Monday February 16, 1953:





PERSONALITIES “THE SEC.”


Personality of the week is Mr Howard O. Dick.  These are the jobs he has—Secretary of the Moreton District, R.S.S.A.I.L.A., secretary of the Ipswich sub-branch, honorary secretary of the Diggers’ Club, honorary secretary of Legacy and Repatriation.  He served in World War I in the A.I.F. and in World War II as Divisional A.R.P. Warden at Booval.


As secretary of the Moreton District R.S.S.A.I.L.A. he has travelled to each of the 20 country sub-branches in the Fassifern, Lockyer and Brisbane Valley.  “I’m an authority on this district now I think,” he says.


Hobbies: Bowls and the R.S.S.A.I.L.A.





Queensland Times Tuesday May 26, 1953:


ALD H.O. DICK ON CITY COUNCIL DIFFICULTIES


When the present Ipswich City Council took office only £1500 was in the post war funds.  When this was compared with the £9,000.000 that the Brisbane City Council had, or the £80,000 that the Esk Council had in hand, the difficulties faced by Ipswich aldermen would be appreciated, said Ald. H.O. Dick at a meeting of the Eastern Suburbs Progress Association.


Reviewing the activities of the City Council, Ald. Dick reminded the meeting that aldermen found also that there was the sum of £68,000 of capitalised interest on the sewage scheme to be met.


Ald. Dick estimated it would be from three and a half to four years before the sewerage of the Eastern Suburbs was complete.  About three-fifths of the city was now severed.


Ald. Dick pointed out that, unlike some municipalities, Ipswich had no means of increasing its finances.  


Ald. Dick dealt with the question of roads and paths and explained the policy of the council in this regard.  As Chairman of the Water Committee. he outlined the work done, and paid a tribute to the members of the water gang whose work in the interest of the community received slight recognition from the public.


At the close of his address several questions were asked.  Amongst these was the question of the proposed civic centre.  Ald. Dick reminded the meeting that, as laymen, the aldermen were guided by the opinions of experts in town planning, and he demonstrated how this proposal could be carried out without any extra cost to the ratepayers.										Article abridged





A few months later he addressed a meeting of the Eastern Suburbs Progress Association in his role as an Alderman of the Ipswich Council which was published in the:





Their plaques in the Rose Garden at Mt Thompson Crematorium Brisbane


Photos from Find-a-Grave website submitted by Liz R.








