CORPORAL GORDON THOMAS DEWHURST

4753 – Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company

Northdown, Tasmania was given as the birthplace of Gordon Thomas Dewhurst on March 8, 1880 the son of George and Sarah Ann (nee Bright) with registration at Port Sorrell, Tas.  In 1914 he was a blacksmith at Tullah, Tas.  He had previously applied to enlist but had been rejected for defective teeth.

At the recruiting depot at Ross, Tas on November 24, 1915 the thirty-five year old blacksmith and miner re-applied to enlist for active service abroad.  Passing the medical examination was declared fit the following day and forms of Attestation were completed.  His description on enlistment was 170cms (5ft 7ins) tall, weighing 76kgs (168lbs) with a chest expansion of 92-99cms (36-39ins) and had a dark complexion with grey eyes testing to good vision in the left eye and poor sight in the right one and had dark brown hair.  Distinctive marks were a scar on his right thumb and a scar on the right point of his chin.  Church of England was his religious denomination.  Next-of-kin was his sister Mrs Eva Maud Heathorne of Post Office, Smithton, Tasmania.  He was sworn in the same day.

A few days were spent at the Ross camp before a transfer to Claremont and allotted to the Mining Corps.  This relocation was covered in the:  
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Acknowledgement to the district’s volunteers was published in the:


The men remained in training at Claremont and were allotted to No. 5 Tunnelling Company (6th M.D.) until April 28, 1916.  The next day their section of 3 officers and 76 Other Ranks plus 8 Reinforcements were transferred to Broadmeadows Camp, near Melbourne, Vic (3rd M.D.) to join the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.) and also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic.)   His rank was Blacksmith with the regimental number 4753.

Early in May 1916 the No. 4 Tunnelling Company embarked from Brisbane, Qld aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.  At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training. 

The 7713-ton transport Warilda sailed from Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Vic the No. 5 company departing on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs.

Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Tunnelling Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs, set forth on their voyage the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Down’s camp.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on August 28, 1916 marching in to the 2nd Aust Divisional Base Depot two days later.  His civil career of blacksmith was important to the Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company and was transferred from Reinforcements at the 1st Anzac Reinforcements camp on October 12 and taken on strength with the company two days later.  On October 16, recorded at his own request, he reverted to the rank of Sapper on absorption with the unit.

On November 12, 1916 he was temporarily attached to the 2nd Army Workshops in Bailleul and rejoined his unit on January 20, 1917.

Service continued without incident until August 11, 1917 when appointed to the rank of Lance Corporal.  On September 12 was promoted to Corporal owing to the promotion of Corporal Bartlett.

Corporal was counted in an audit of the company on July 18, 1918 and was with his unit when Peace was declared.  The company continued to generate electricity and supply and service pumps and engines for the rehabilitation of the front.    

Leave was granted from December 9 and returned to his unit on December 23, 1918.

Orders were issued for the men to return to Base Depot for demobilisation and they left on March 8, 1919.  Departing the Aust Infantry Base Depot on March 17 and crossed the English Channel from France arriving at the No. 2 Training Brigade at Codford to await their return to Australia after demobilisation.

Meanwhile in Tasmania an honour board was unveiled with his name among those listed on the Roll.  The unveiling service was reported in the:


Corporal was to embark on H.T. Zealandia but on June 19, 1919 was admitted sick from No. 3 Group camp to No. 4 General Hospital in Codford.  On July 4, 1919 he returned to the No. 3 Group camp to await his name’s re-entry on the Boat Roll.

The H.T. Valencia sailed on July 20, 1919 with Corporal Dewhurst on board for the voyage home.  Next-of-kin was advised by Base Records on August 5, 1919 of his impending return.  The ship docked in Melbourne, (3rd M.D.) on September 11, 1919.

On September 22, 1919 the Pay Branch in Launceston, Tas wrote to the District Finance Officer at Anglesea Barracks, Hobart stating that Dewhurst had embarked as a blacksmith with the 5th Tunnelling Company but was transferred to the A.E.M.M.B.C. in October, 1916 and his record shows that in May 1917 reduced to a Sapper stating that he was transferred to his new unit at his own request with reversion.   The soldier stated that was not the case and was given to understand that he was to be paid as a blacksmith, duties which he carried out after his transfer.

Anglesea Barracks forwarded the memo from the Launceston officer to Base Records on September 24, 1919 for investigation and any information on the subject.  Base Records replied on October 3, 1919 with the following notation dated 16/10/16:


Reverted to Sapper from Blacksmith at own request on absorption to unit – Aust Electrical


& Mechanical Mining & Boring Company.

A notation on his Service Card dated December, 1918 given in red ink says:


Unit written re validity of reversion (A.I.F. Order 780 & 920).  Unit replied that ? once 


reversions were made without having first obtained from soldier’s declaration of his 


willingness to revert on absorption to unit.  File passed to Divis Reconciliation Board.

Military Discharge was issued in Hobart, Tas (6th M.D.) on October 31, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.  He is recorded returning to Tullah, Tas as a blacksmith.

A copy of his Will was forwarded to the 6th Military District on January 24, 1920.

For service for his country Sapper 4753 Gordon Thomas Dewhurst, Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company was issued with the British War Medal (4081) and the Victory Medal (4070).

He married in 1925 to Frances Elizabeth Gerdes in Victoria and a small article appeared in the Tasmanian newspaper:


In 1931 their residence was 7 Keera Street, Geelong, Vic with his occupation as blacksmith and from 1936 onwards were living and working at Glen Wills, Omeo, Vic.

Gordon Thomas Dewhurst passed away on October 26, 1948 aged 67 years.  A small obituary was published in the:

A Statement of Service was issued from Base Records to the Melbourne Branch of the Repatriation Commission on March 23, 1950.
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Examiner (Launceston) Thursday December 9, 1915:


THE CLAREMONT CAMP


On November 27, 208 men, belonging partly to the Mining Corps and partly to Infantry reinforcements, were transferred from Ross to Claremont.  The following are the names of the men:


Mining Corps: Captain T.H. Vincent, G.A. Anderson, W. Berry, M. Berkeley, W. Blaney, W. Bayes, F. Bidulph, A.D. Black, C. Breaden, W.M. Bateson, W. Birch, D. Brennan, C.W. Burris, A.T. Coulson, W.J. Crosswell, F.A. Cashman, B. Cahill, F.E. Cooper, R. Carter, E.A. Crawford, C.N. Clarke, G. Dewhurst, P. Dunn, L.M. Forsyth, W.A. Fraser, W.J. Ferguson, H. Gatehouse, E. Green, W.S. Geard, H.R. Homan, G. Holloway, E.L. Hubbard, W.H. Horsberg, V.J.R. Hubbard, G.H. Johnston, H.V. Jackson, E.A. Jupp, A.R. Little, E.R. Monks, P.T. Moseley, W.M. Moran, M.J. Morrison, A.W.J. Maggs, A. McDermott, L.R. Morgan, M.P. O’Toole, W. Painter, E.D. Price, J.R. Peterson, T.T. Rocter, J. Reynolds, R. Smith, L.J. Shearing, W. Stewart, W. Searle, C. Seen, H. Stevens, L.A. Street, H.C. Simpson, J.G. Turnbull, O.N.W. Taylor, J. Taylor, J. Thomas, T.J. Travis, C.D. Wardle, L.J. Wolfe, W. Walls, C. Chaplain, P. J. Barrett, F. Claxton, O.L. McArdell, M. Ryan, J. Brennan, W. Fordham, -- Jupp.                                                     Article abridged to Mining Corps only





Examiner Wednesday March 22, 1916:


THE EMPIRE’S CALL


Sapper W. Birch, Privates C.H. Clarke, Leslie Cook, Gordon Dewhurst, C.A. Elphinstone, H.W. Elphinstone, Gunner A.W. Fretnoth, Privates M.R. Clozier, Albert Goss, J. Grimes, H.E. Harvey, Algin Haines, Gordon E. Hooker, J. Heale, W.E. Newton, S.G. Shegog, Samual Shegog, Sapper L. Shadbok, Gunner H.J. Watson, Privates Tom Wragg, ClemWragg.





Advocate (Burnie) Tuesday April 29, 1919:


LATROBE


Church of England—The Rural Dean (Rev Geo. Rowe) conducted harvest festival services at St Luke’s Church on Sunday at 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.  There were large congregations, and the church was beautifully decorated by a band of church workers.  Special music was rendered by the choir, and Mr P.H.W. Parsons presided at the organ.  In the afternoon Mr Rowe was motored by Mr Gadden to St George’s.  New Ground, where, at the afternoon service at 3 p.m. in the presence of a crowded congregation, the new honour board was unveiled.  It contained the following names:


Gordon Dewhurst         [one of the 30 listed]					Article abridged





Advocate (Burnie) Tuesday May 5, 1925:


THIRLSTANE


Mr and Mrs Gordon T. Dewhurst have been spending their honeymoon in Tasmania among relatives.   





Wodonga and Towong Sentinel Friday October 29, 1948:


OBITUARY


MR G. DEWHURST


An old and respected resident of the Glen Wills district, in Mr G. Dewhurst, died at that centre on Tuesday.


For a great many years he carried on business as a blacksmith.  Of more recent times he has not been in particularly good health.  His wife (Miss Frances Gerdes) was born in Wodonga, where she spent her girlhood.


The burial took place at Wodonga on Wednesday afternoon.





Could either of these men be Gordon Dewhurst?
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