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Pyramid Hill, Victoria was given as the birthplace of Samuel Densmore in about 1880 the son of Robert and Sarah (nee Speer) Densmore.  He was educated at the Kyneton State School.  The following school events were published in the:
The following notice in 1896 was published in the:
In 1903 he was listed at New Street, Kyneton working as a labourer.  

He went to the goldfields of Western Australia and from 1909 is listed as a miner with the Kalgoorlie Consolidated Lease.
He was a member of the Eastern Goldfield Whippet Club in 1909 with the following results published in the:
He met with the following accident which was reported in the:
At the recruiting depot in Boulder on the 13 November, 1916 the thirty-six year old miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Personal particulars taken reveal he was single and 178cms (5ft 10ins) tall with a chest measurement of 96cms (38½ins).  Postal address was Boulder City Post Office.  He was declared fit the following day at the Goldfields Senior Cadets Depot when his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.
Attestation papers were completed and describe him further with a chest expansion of 89-98cms (35-38½ins) with a fair complexion and light brown hair and his blue eyes tested to fair vision.  Church of England was his religious faith.  Next-of-kin nominated was his sister Miss Sarah Densmore of New Street, Kyneton, Victoria.  He was sworn in on November 14 in Kalgoorlie.   

Acknowledgment to the departing volunteers was published in the: 

Basic training commenced on November 15, 1916 with the 94th Depot Battalion until November 30 and allotted to the Tunnelling Reinforcements the next day remaining until 11 January, 1917.  He was transferred to their training camp at Seymour, Victoria arriving on 19 January being assigned to the February Reinforcements on February 27, 1917.  In preparation for departure it was noted his Will was lodged with his Sister in Kyneton.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 7101.
The transport HMAT A9 Shropshire embarked from Melbourne, Vic on May 11, 1917 with 168 members of the February Reinforcements on board.  Sapper Densmore left Australian waters from Fremantle harbour and after crossing the Indian Ocean the ship docked at Durban, South Africa.  Next Port-of-call was Capetown to refuel about June 21, followed by another stopover at an unrecorded harbour would have completed the trip-sheet. After being at sea for 70 days the voyage terminated at Plymouth, England on July 19, 1917.  The three officers and 165 other ranks were detrained to Tidworth while two were hospitalised at Plymouth.  The Reinforcement marched in to Nos 1 and 3 Details camp at Parkhouse the next day.

On 18 August, 1918 the Reinforcement proceeded to France from Southampton arriving at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles the next day.  Sapper was attached to the 2nd Tunnelling Company in the field on 7 September, 1917 and taken on strength on 14 September.

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving overseas.

Leave from France was granted from 18 March, 1918.  London Headquarters advised he was A.W.L. on 1 April, 1918 but his unit replied he was not and his warrant was in order.

Was attached for duty with the 255th Siege Battery R.G.A. on June 10 and returned two weeks later on June 24, 1918.

His name was published in the Kyneton district’s Honour Roll as follows:


Service continued without injury or illness and was with his unit when Peace was declared.  The Tunnelling Companies remained on the Front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their areas by defusing booby traps from roads and bridges left by the enemy.

On 5 January, 1919 he was accidentally injured and rejoined his unit later that day.

Orders were issued on 10 May, 1919 to prepare for demobilisation and report to the Aust Base Depot marching out six days later and crossed the English Channel the next day to Southampton and marched into the No. 2 Group camp in Sutton Veny.
After demobilisation Sapper Densmore embarked for Australia on 7 July, 1919 on board H.T. Chemnitz.  Base Records advised his sister on 23 July, 1919 that he was on his way home.  News of their impending arrival was published in the:

On 10 August, 1919 his sister Miss S. Densmore of 15 Blyth Street, Brunswick, Melbourne wrote to Base Records inquiring if it was necessary to have a pass to meet relatives off the transport at the Sturt Street barracks.  She had received notice that her brother was returning on the Chemnitz and expected to arrive on the 17th and she understood it was usual to receive a pass as well, but she didn’t get one.  Would they please let her know as soon as possible.  A reply from Base Records dated 11 August, 1919 advised that her brother had enlisted in Western Australia he would unless he had made arrangements to the contrary disembark there.  If he had informed her that he was proceeding to Melbourne for disembarkation she should call at their office for the two tickets of admission to the Finalisation Depot which were issued to next-of-kin in the case of each returning soldier.
Miss S. Densmore wrote from 15 Blyth Street, Brunswick to Base Records in reply to their letter advising that her brother had applied to be discharged in Melbourne seeing that all his relatives were living in Victoria.  She requested tickets of admission to the Finalising Depot at McLeod and enclosed a stamped addressed envelope for same.  She thanked them for sending her the information.  Base Records forwarded on 20 August two admission tickets to the Finalising Depot in South Melbourne.

His brother W.J. Densmore of New Street, Kyneton wrote to Base Records on 25 August, 1919 requesting a ticket to the Depot at St Kilda Road as he would like to meet his brother.  He understood he would arrive about 1st September.  Records replied on 28 August advising that his request could not be complied with as only two passes admitting relatives to the Finalising Depot were issued in connection with each member of the A.I.F. returning to Australia.  These had already been forwarded to next-of-kin Miss S. Densmore, 15 Blyth Street, Brunswick.

The ship docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 5 September, 1919.  News of their arrival was reported in the:


His address was listed as New Street, Kyneton with the occupation of miner in 1919.  In 1924 was c/o Watson, Patty Street, Cheltenham and was a labourer.
A Statement of his Service was requested by the Melbourne Branch of the Repatriation Commission from Base Records and forwarded on 26 March, 1929.


Samuel Densmore passed away on 11 February, 1930 aged 50 years.  His death was announced in the:
In the Springvale War Cemetery, Melbourne, Vic in the Garden of Remembrance his service is commemorated by a plaque on Wall 17, row G.
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Kyneton Observer Thursday June 28, 1894:


KYNETON STATE SCHOOL


V. CLASS


Greatest proficiency in practical examinations: S. Densmore.				Article abridged





Kyneton Observer Tuesday December 25, 1894:


THE SCHOOLS


The annual sports in connection with the Kyneton State School, which were commenced on Thursday afternoon, were concluded on Friday afternoon.   The lengthy and varied programme gone through gave both amusement and satisfaction to the scholars, who entered into the spirit with most hearty good will and friendly rivalry.


SIXTH CLASS


	High Jump—S. Densmore 1; A. Telford 2.


	Hop, Step and Jump—B. Rogerson 1; S. Densmore 2.				Article abridged





Kyneton Observer Tuesday December 15, 1896:


NOTICE


I BEG TO GIVE NOTICE that SAMUEL DENSMORE is NO LONGER IN MY EMPLOY, or Authorised to Receive any Moneys on my Account, nor is he authorised to use my name in the collection of any accounts owing to my predecessor (Mr R.C. Elliott).


WALTER GROVES,


WHOLESALE AND RETAIL GROCER


WINE AND SPIRIT MERCHANT


HIGH STREET, KYNETON





Kalgoorlie Miner Thursday November 18, 1909:


WHIPPET RACING


Last evening the Eastern Goldfields Whippet Club ran off a dividend handicap in the presence of a large crowd of followers of the sport.  The following were the results of the finals:


THIRD-CLASS HANDICAP – 160 YARDS


Cardinal.  S. Densmore’s bdl d. by Merman—Pretty Polly, 8 mos, 2½ yds			4th


											Article abridged





Evening Star (Boulder) Wednesday 30 April, 1913:


MINING MISHAPS


The following accidents have been notified to the authorities:  The following casualties are reported from the Lake View and Star mine: S. Densmore (32) on the Kalgoorlie Consolidated lease on the 16th inst. injured his back and ribs through falling down an ore pass.						Article abridged





Kalgoorlie Miner Thursday November 16, 1916:


ITEMS OF NEWS


Boulder recruiting: The following have volunteered since the beginning of the month: Samuel Densmore, Randalls.


											Article abridged 





Kyneton Guardian Thursday September 5, 1918:


KYNETON DISTRICT HONOR ROLL


1914-1918


THOSE WHO HAVE FOUGHT FOR FREEDOM’S CAUSE


Sapper S. Densmore


											Article abridged





Kalgoorlie Miner Friday August 1, 1919:


H.T. CHEMNITZ


		7101 Spr S. Densmore							Article abridged





The Argus Friday September 5, 1919


TROOPS RETURNING


Two Disembarkations To-day


Two contingents of Victoria troops will disembark at Port Melbourne to-day.  The men from the s.s. Chemnitz will land at 10 o’clock, and those from the s.s. Prinz Ludwig at 4 o’clock.  In each case they will be taken to the A.I.F. depot, where relatives and friends should await their arrival.  Nearly 700 men are returning on the s.s. Chemniz, and about 300 on the s.s. Prinz Ludwig, and in order that they may be conveyed to the depot in comfort motorists are urged to assist.  Those willing to do so should assemble at the new pier at the hours mentioned.  Nearly 200 cars will be required. 





Argus Saturday February 15, 1930:


DEATHS


DENSMORE—On the 11th February, at Mont Park Military Hospital, Samuel (late A.I.F.) fifth son of the late Robert and Sarah Densmore, New Street, Kyneton, beloved brother of John, Sarah, Thomas (deceased), James (deceased), George, Ernest and Robert (deceased).
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