CORPORAL WILLIAM JOHN DAVIES

413 – 1st Tunnelling Company / Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company

William John Davies was born in Maryborough, Victoria in 1875 the son of John and Jane (nee Diamond) Davies.  He served an apprenticeship as an Engine Driver with the Loco Department of the Western Australian Railway.  In 1906 he was an engine driver at Cue, W.A. in the Coolgardie district.  He was married to Minnie and they had no children and in 1916 were residents at Mount Magnet, W.A. with his occupation of engine driver.

The forty year old applied to enlist for active service abroad at Day Dawn, W.A. and passed the medical examination on January 30, 1916.  At Blackboy Hill camp, near Perth, W.A. the following day Attestation Forms were completed which reveal personal details of height 170cms (5ft 7ins), weight 63.6kgs (140lbs) with a chest expansion of 104-110cms (41-43½ins).  Complexion was fair with blue eyes and medium coloured hair.  Distinctive marks were the middle finger of his right hand was missing and a scar over the surface of the left knee.  Religious faith was Church of England.  Next-of-kin was his wife Mrs Minnie Davies, care of L. Turnbull, Youanmi, W.A. and nominated three-fifths of his pay to support her.  He signed and took ‘The Oath on Enlistment’ the same day.

Basic training was done in Area 3 of Blackboy Hill camp from February 10, 1916 to March 1 when he was put on standby to join the No. 1 Company of the Mining Corps.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 413.

Meanwhile in Sydney, NSW on Saturday February 19, 1916 a civic parade was held in the Domain, attended by a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners who lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board including Sapper Davies.

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

Sapper Davies was assigned to the 1st Tunnelling Company in the field.

On August 10, 1916 he was taken sick to the 12th Casualty Clearing Station with Influenza and rejoined his unit on August 18.

His civil career of engine driver was suited to the work of the Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company and was transferred on September 30, 1916 and taken on strength.

He went sick on January 4, 1917 to the 132nd Field Ambulance and progressed to the 46th Casualty Clearing Station then was conveyed on A.T.18 to the 51st General Hospital and admitted with a Social Disease.  After 15 days treatment he was discharged to Base Details at the Aust General Base Depot on January 18 in Etaples and returned to his unit on January 26, 1917.

On May 20, 1917 he was admitted with Dental Caries to the 4th Stationary Hospital at Arques and returned to duty nine days later.

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

He was appointed to the rank of Lance Corporal on October 22, 1917.

Service continued without incident until August 1, 1918 when he was promoted to the rank of 2nd Corporal and on August 3 he was promoted to Corporal to complete establishment.

Sergeant E.G. (Hughie) Dodd was in the same company and kept a diary of his work and mentions the following in the last few days of the war:

1918  
November 7
Lorry out today.  Sent engines in.  Another one for tomorrow.  Piper out.  McLean, Woolfe, Cairns and Page to go to Vermelles to give Bill Davies a hand out.

November 9
Blair came in from La Bassee tonight.  I went to Vermelles with the lorry.  Davies had let the engine fall down the vent shaft breaking governor gear and breaking the back cover of the generator.  All the brush gear was smashed, also the rockies.

He was with his company when Peace was declared and they remained on the front continuing to generate

electricity and supply and service small engines and pumps to assist with rehabilitation of their area.

In the Dodd Diary he was mentioned again in the following entry:  

November 17
Bill Davies and myself went into Arras today.  It has been considerably knocked about but not so much as Bethune. The cathedral is a ruin but has been a beautiful building.  The town is built in squares and these have suffered.

Leave was granted from November 25 to December 9, 1918 when he rejoined his unit.

On March 8, 1919 he was to be Temporary Sergeant due to Sergeant Miller being repatriated.

Orders were received to return to the Base Depot to prepare for departure to England where he reverted to the rank of Corporal and they crossed the English Channel on April 28, 1919 and marched in to the Reserve Brigade Aust Artillery camp at Heytesbury the following day.

The last entry in the Diary of Dodd which mentions Davies was the day of their departure for home:

1919

June 16
Bill Davies, Lieut. Norfolk, with about 40 men of the Coy marched out with 37 Quota at 6 this morning for Devonport, sailing at 4 o'clock this afternoon by the Ormonde.
Corporal Davies embarked for Australia on June 16, 1919 on the H.T. Ormonde.  Base Records would have advised his wife that he was on his way home.  A list of the returning soldiers including Davies was printed in the:


The ship docked in Fremantle, W.A. (5th M.D.) on July 24, 1919.  News of their arrival was published in:


Military Discharge was issued in Perth, W.A. (5th M.D.) on September 15, 1919 as medically unfit.

For serving his country Corporal 413 William John Davies, 1st Tunnelling Company / Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company was issued with the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.

In 1925 they were still residing in the Mount Magnet district at Youanmi where his wife kept a boarding house and he was an engine driver.  

William John Davies died on April 26, 1950 at 74 years of age.  Family announcements were printed in:



His grave is located in the Anglican Portion of Karrakatta Cemetery in section ZP in gravesite 311.
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Kalgoorlie Miner Saturday July 19, 1919:


H.T. ORMONDE


			413 Cpl W.J. Davies						Article abridged








The West Australian Friday July 25, 1919:


R.M.S. ORMONDE


AT FREMANTLE


There was a large gathering on the quay yesterday, when the large transport Ormonde berthed shortly before 2 p.m. with troops and dependants from London.  Some heavy showers were experienced before the vessel came alongside, but, fortunately, the weather cleared up during the disembarkation of the troops, of which there were nearly 2000 on board.  The men state that they have had a very good voyage, though rough weather was encountered after leaving Durban.                        					Article abridged








The West Australian Thursday April 27, 1950:


DEATHS


DAVIES: On April 26, 1950, at Perth, William John, dearly loved husband of the late Minnie Davies, loved brother of Agnes (Victoria), Bob (Victoria), George (Victoria) and Tom: aged 74 years.


DAVIES, W.	 (Bill): In loving memory of a great pal.


		Jack and Ann Lynch.


DAVIES, (William J.): In memory of an old friend.


		Inserted by J. Bird.








The West Australian Thursday April 27, 1950:


FUNERAL NOTICES


DAVIES: The Friends of the late Mr William John Davies, of 256 York-street, Subiaco, husband of the late Minnie Davies, are respectfully informed that his remains will be interred in the Anglican Cemetery, Karrakatta, THIS (Thursday)	AFTERNOON.  The Funeral will leave our Private Chapel, 355 Hay-street, Subiaco, at 3.45 o’clock, arriving at the Cemetery at 4 o’clock.  


PROSSER SCOTT AND CO. PTY LTD, Subiaco  


W1804, BA3399, L2682, F1066.





DAVIES: Members of the Metropolitan and South Western Federated Engine-drivers and Firemen’s Union are requested to attend the Funeral of their late Member, W.J. Davies.  For particulars see main notice.  


H. Ilea, President; G.A. Bradshaw, Secretary.











