SERGEANT ALFRED DOUGLAS DAVIES  MSM

379 – 1st Tunnelling Company / Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company

In 1894 at Mudgee, NSW Alfred Douglas Davies was born the son of Alfred H. and Lillian M. Davies.  His birth was registered in Gulgong, NSW.  He was an apprentice with Woolleys Ltd at Berry’s Bay, North Sydney as a motor engineer.  He had no military experience.

At the Recruiting Depot in Sydney, NSW on February 5, 1916 the twenty-one year old applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  A few days later at Casula camp near Liverpool, NSW on February 9 he attested and his description on enlistment was 158cms (5ft 5ins) tall, weighing 61.8kgs (136lbs) with a chest expansion of 83-90cms (32½-35½ins.)  His brown eyes passed the eye test with good vision and had a fair complexion with brown hair.  It was noted that he had no previous illness and Church of England was his religious faith.  In lieu of parents he nominated his friend, John Heron of Falcon Street, North Sydney as next-of-kin.  The ‘Oath on Enlistment’ was signed and taken the same day.

There were only ten days for basic training before embarkation and he was assigned to the No. 1 Company of the Mining Corps in the rank of Sapper with the regimental number 379.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

On May 14, 1916 he was transferred to Corps Headquarters in Hazebrouck where he is recorded as a Sapper with the No. 1 Mining Corps in their paperwork but it was later established he was a motor transport driver.

The following discipline was issued on June 16, 1916 at La Motte:



Offence:

Breach of G.K.O. 1032 – No Lookout man on motor lorry



Award:


Reprimanded

On September 29, 1916 he was attached for duty with the 1st Canadian Tunnelling Company in the field.

His civilian training of motor engineer was more beneficial to the Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company therefore was transferred to the company on October 7, 1916 and taken on strength the same day.  He was appointed to the rank of Lance Corporal at the same time.  A further promotion took place on October 25 to the rank of Second Corporal.


He was admitted sick to the 12th Casualty Clearing Station on December 30, 1916 with Bronchitis and returned to duty on January 12, 1917.

Service continued without incident and on September 18, 1917 was promoted to be Temporary Corporal as Lance Sergeant Boyd had been evacuated from the field.

On September 23, 1917 he was recommended by the Officer Commanding A.E.M.M.B.C. Major R.V. Morse for the following Military Medal:

379 2/Cpl Davies Alfred Douglas

For great gallantry and devotion to duty.

He has been in charge of Power Plant for the Winchester locality Mining Systems since Jan 17, extensive Elec. Pumping being in operation.  This has entailed the constant up keep often under heavy shell fire of over 1 mile of Elec. Cable to and along the front line and maintenance of pumps underground, and in no instance has his staff allowed the water to rise.

When a neighbouring shaft (mine) became flooded due to a sink of water in which lives were lost his staff within 2 hours had mains laid and the elec. pump working.

His rank became Corporal on December 18, 1917 as L/Sergeant Boyd was still absent from the field.

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for twelve months overseas service.

He was further recommended for an Honour Award on March 18, 1918 by the C.O. Major R.V. Morse for the Meritorious Service Medal:

For great gallantry and devotion to duty.  

He has been in charge of forward line power stations for 15 months and in times of emergency has always shewn strong initiative and has kept power supplied to the underground systems under extreme conditions.

At Winchester mine systems he maintained over 1 mile of cable along the front line, and also pumps underground.  When the system broke into the enemy mine system the workings became flooded resulting in loss of life.  In 2 hours his staff had new shaft mains laid and an electric pump working.

On June 8, 1918 news that he has been awarded the Meritorious Service Medal was announced.

Around the same time the C.O. of the 1st Tunnelling Company was queried by Headquarters and the paymaster in Boulogne on the rank Alfred held earlier and should it have been Motor Driver between May 9 and October 25, 1916.  As a result he was re-mustered as a motor transport driver from May 12 to October 24, 1916.

He was promoted to Temporary Sergeant on August 1, 1918 following the promotion of Hubert H. Marsh to Temporary C.Q.M.S. but he reverted to Corporal on August 9.  On September 1 he was promoted to Sergeant (vice Sgt Scorgie)

He was with the Unit when Peace was declared and they remained continuing to generate electricity and service small equipment and pumps assisting those rehabilitating the area.

Base Records advised his friend Mr J. Heron on November 25, 1918 that he was been awarded the Meritorious Service Medal which was announced in the Supplement to the London Gazette dated June 17, 1918 which stated:

“HIS MAJESTY THE KING has been graciously pleased to approve of the award of the Meritorious Service Medal to the undermentioned, in recognition of valuable services rendered with the Forces in France during the present war:

No.  379   Corporal   A.  D. Davies

It also advised that this had been promulgated in the “Commonwealth Gazette of Australia” No. 173 on November 7, 1918.

Two days before he departed on leave advice of approval of his promotion was received.  Leave was taken from November 28 until returning on December 16, 1918 for duty.

On March 10, 1919 they were recalled to the Base Depot to prepare for demobilisation to England.

He was admitted on May 20, 1919 to Chiselden Hospital with a social disease and transferred to the 1st Aust Dermatological Hospital at Bulford the next day.  After a period of treatment of 48 days he was discharged to C.T. Depot at Parkhouse on July 6, 1919.  On July 15 he marched out to the No. 2 Group Camp

Non-Military Employment (NME) was approved and was granted leave from August 5 until October 31, 1919 with pay and subsistence for the purpose of further experience in engineering with John I. Thornycroft & Co. Ltd, Basingstoke.  

Railway Warrants to and from Basingstoke valued at 53cents (5/3d) were also provided as well as a suit valued at $4.69 (£2.6.9), overalls at $1.49 (14/11d) and a cap of 29c (2/9d).  A.I.F. Headquarters took him on strength on account of the military Special Leave.  

On October 31, 1919 he returned to the Deputy Assistant Adjutant General and was re-transferred to the A.E.M.M.B.C. on expiration of Special Leave. 

The Company issued a report on completion of the three month course on Internal Combustion Engines which stated:




Employment
Engine overhauling, running and testing




Progress
Good




Conduct
Satisfactory

On November 22, 1919 Sergeant Davies embarked for Australia on the H.T. Aeneas.  His friend was advised by Base Records on December 9, 1919 that he was on his way home.  The ship docked in Sydney, NSW (2nd M.D.) on January 12, 1920.  Reports of its arrival were printed in:


His Meritorious Service Medal was forwarded for distribution to the Commandant 2nd Military District on February 20, 1920.  On March 29, 1920 Military Discharge was issued from Sydney, NSW on termination of his period of enlistment.

The British War Medal (33147) and the Victory Medal (32732) were issued to Sergeant 379 Alfred Douglas Davies, 1st Tunnelling Company / Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company for service for his country.

In 1930 his address is listed in Electoral Rolls as 180 Bulmore Road, East Randwick with the occupation of Engineer.  In 1933 it was 56 Gurner Street, East Sydney with the same occupation and in 1936/37 it was 19 Regent Street, East Sydney.  In 1949 he was a contractor residing at Montray, Grange Road, Grange, Brisbane with his wife Dorothy followed in 1954 at 273 Lancaster Road, Ascot working as an engineer.  In 1958 he is the hotel licensee of the Commercial Hotel, Queen Street, Harrisville, Qld. 

A request for a Statement of Service by the Repatriation Commission in Brisbane from Base Records was issued on September 11, 1959. 

On November 25, 1966 the former soldier wrote to Base Records requesting a copy of his Military Discharge as he had sold his hotel business and required this as he wished to purchase a home through the War Service Homes in Brisbane for his wife and himself.  His original certificate had been either destroyed in error or mislaid.  The incoming licensee was taking over as from December 19, 1966.  He was the State President for the Australian Legion of ex-Servicemen and Women. 

From 1968 to 1980 he is listed at 9 Gorman Street, Booval, Qld as a storekeeper.

In the Diary of Sergeant E.G. ‘Hughie’ Dodd, also a member of the Alphabetical Company, Sergeant Davies’ address is written together with other addresses as:

Davies, c/- Mrs J Heron, 26 Falcon St, North Sydney, NSW

REUNIONS

Alfred D. Davies was a member of the (Alphabet Company) Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company and Tunnellers’ Anzac Day Reunion and his name and address is listed in their Roll Registers for newsletters of their annual function after the Anzac Day March in Sydney, NSW.

   1934
   A.D. Davies   Reservoir Service Station, Paddington   later changed to 98 Grange Rd, Brisbane

1960-68   A.D. Davies  98 Grange Road, Brisbane

   notation – Letter returned 1956
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Sydney Morning Herald Monday January 12, 1920:


ARRIVING TODAY


TROOPS BY THE AENEAS


Troops returned by the Aeneas are expected to disembark this afternoon at No. 1 Wharf, Woolloomooloo.  Relatives and Friends will be admitted to the Anzac Buffet at 2.45 p.m.  The Queensland soldiers will remain on board.  Motor Cars numbered on the Red Cross register from 54 to 131 are required to be at No. 1 Wharf, Woolloomooloo at 2.15.  Car owners are required to wait for further announcements in case of alterations.


Sydney Morning Herald Tuesday January 13, 1920:


TROOPS BY THE AENEAS


About 360 New South Wales’ troops returned by the Aeneas yesterday.  A large crowd of relatives and friends assembled at the Anzac Buffet, where the warmth of the welcome tendered the men was quite as marked as on previous days.  Miss Evans and her staff at the buffet were assisted by the Newtown and Enmore V.A.D.’s.  


Article abridged











