SAPPER ARCHIBALD MAITLAND DALGLEISH
4308 – 3rd Tunnelling Company
[image: image1.jpg]


Warragul, Warracknabeal, Victoria was the birthplace of Archibald Maitland Campbell Dalgleish in 1887 the son of William John and Agnes Lee (nee Murdoch) Dalgleish.  The family moved to Western Australia.  The death of his father was reported in the:

In 1915 he was working as a mill hand in Boulder residing at 3 Davis Street.
At the recruiting depot at the Training Area 84B in Boulder on 9 January, 1916 the single twenty-nine year old mill hand applied to enlist for active service abroad.  Personal particulars taken show his postal address was care of the Post Office, Boulder and stood 180cms (5ft 11ins) tall with a chest measurement of 97cms (38ins).  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.

Attestation forms describe him further with a chest expansion of 92-97cms (36-38ins) with a dark complexion, blue eyes passing the eye test with good vision in his left eye and poorer sight in the left one and had black hair.  Presbyterian was his religious faith.  Next-of-kin nominated was his sister Miss Grace C. Dalgleish of Victoria Park, W.A.
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News of the departing volunteers was published in the:

Reporting to Blackboy Hill camp, near Perth on January 17, 1916 he signed and took the Enlistment Oath and assigned for basic training to the 44th Depot Battalion until 1 February moving to No.3 Area and the 67th Battalion.  On 13 March, 1916 was allotted to the No. 6 Tunnelling Company.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 4308.
Recruiting for the No. 6 Tunnelling Company had commenced on March 7, 1916 by Captain Lawson and his four officers.  Instruction classes were formed of officers and N.C.O.’s as there was insufficient time to attend the Engineer’s School in Sydney.  Recruits were forthcoming in abundant numbers and the aim was to have good physical types of skilled W.A. Miners.  

At Blackboy Hill camp the new company paraded daily with sister companies until March 27 when the Company moved camp to Belmont camp where four sections were created and training continued through April and May. The remainder of May was occupied in the usual training: musketry, trench work and night work while equipment and clothing issue was also in progress.  
Here a difficulty was met in that the general size of the men was considerably above the average and some little trouble was experienced in getting all accurately fitted.
Across the country early in May, 1916 the No. 4 Tunnelling Company consisting of six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks making up two sections, embarked from Brisbane, Qld aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  

At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   

The 7713-ton transport Warilda departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). One Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

The No. 6 Company paraded through the city of Perth where the fine physique of the men, who marched with arms bare to the elbow excited universal admiration.
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The transport arrived in port at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916.  The whole company consisting of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 officer and 32 O.Rs entrained at Belmont at 2 p.m., every man physically fit being present and boarded Warilda which left the harbour the same evening.

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Downs.

Sapper was admitted on 27 July, 1916 to the Brigade Hospital and four days later transferred to the 1st Reinforcements No. 6 Tunnelling Company,

On August 28, 1916 all Reinforcements proceeded to France arriving two days later at the 2nd Aust Divisional Base Depot.  While there disciplinary action was taken for the following:



Offence:
Improper conduct on parade 7/9/16



Award:

7 days C.C. by Major P. Maughan 9/9/16

On 25 September, 1916 they left to reinforce the 3rd Tunnelling Company and were taken on strength on September 30.

On 12 March, 1917 Sapper was taken to the 73rd Field Ambulance with pleurisy then sent to the 2 /1 West Riding Casualty Clearing Station diagnosed with Lobar Pneumonia left base.  Two days later entered the 7th Canadian General Hospital in Etaples with pleurisy.  On 8 April he was to be invalided to England on the hospital ship Lydia from Boulogne but instead transferred to the 2nd General Hospital in Havre where he remained April 23.  Was then conveyed to England on 24 April being admitted to the Military Hospital in Eastleigh.

Base Records advised his next-of-kin on 9 May, 1917 he had been transferred to hospital in England.

His name appeared in the Casualty List appearing in the:

Sapper was transferred on 28 July, 1917 from Bermondsey Military Hospital to the 1st Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Harefield until discharged to furlough on 9 August and to report to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth on August 23.  He marched in from Headquarters in London as ordered.

He embarked to Australia for a change due to debility from pleurisy on the H.T. Suevic on 27 September, 1917.  Base Records advised his next-of-kin on November 8 that he was on his way home.
The following was recorded in the Unit Diary of the 3rd Tunnelling Company:
“On 13.10.17 the following men were detailed to return to Australia:-

1024  Spr  Hall, W.J. 

1068  Spr  Long, J.

1111    “    O’Connor, J.S.



1213    “    Wolfe, L.J.

1230    “    Keaven, E.

1253    “    Hudson, S.T.

2481    “    Maney, H.E.

4308    “    Dalgleish, A.M.
4326    “    Felipov, J.   

4336    “    Gibb, C.G.

4345    “    Hadwin, J.

4501    “    Walton, J.

5283   “     Beech, J.T.

5962    “    Burns, J.  (MM).”
He was also listed among those returning to Australia published in the:
The ship docked in Fremantle (5th Military District) on 12 November, 1917 and news of their arrival was reported in the:
Military Discharge was issued in Perth on 24 December, 1917 as medically unfit.
The British War Medal (12562) and the Victory Medal (12383) were issued to Sapper 4308 Archibald Maitland Dalgleish, 3rd Tunnelling Company for serving his country.

His sister Miss G.C. Dalgleish advised Base Records that her address was Jinasium School, via East Wagin, W.A. which was noted on his file on 24 April, 1918.

He married in Fremantle to Ida Evelyn Harry in 1918.

The ex-soldier was part of the Soldier Settlement Scheme with land taken for dairying at Harvey, W.A.  
The following was reported on his successes at the Agricultural Show in the:


They are listed in 1922 at Harvey with his occupation as a farmer.
His war medals were not claimed at the designated barracks and were returned to Base Records on 30 September, 1924.  A letter was sent to the last known address on 10 October, 1924 to Peninsula, Maylands.

The following was reported in the:

They were still residing at Harvey in 1925 with the same occupation.

During 1927 and 1928 he was reported as the president of the Harvey R.S.L. Sub-Branch and Grand Noble Bro. A.M. Dalgleish of the I.O.O.F. Lodge and was a member of the Harvey Agricultural Society and Harvey Show.
The following were advertised on land for selection in the:


The Perth Branch of the Repatriation Commission requested a copy of his Service Records from Base Records and were forwarded on 2 August, 1927.

By 1931 they had moved to 17 Bulwer Avenue, North Perth.

Archibald Maitland Dalgleish, late of Perth, passed away on 24 September, 1934 aged 46 years.  
Announcement and arrangements were published in the:

Burial took place in the Church of Christ portion of Karrakatta Cemetery within section CA in gravesite No. 140.

In the military column and weekly paper his passing was also announced:
His war Medals were sent from the Medals Section of Base Records by registered post (4693) on 21 December, 1934.  No correspondence in connection to this is in his file.

His sister Miss J. Dalgleish, care of Mrs Moyle, 18 Fourth Avenue, Maylands wrote to Base Records in October, 1953 requiring of her late brother, who died in 1934, the date of embarkation in Fremantle and discharge from Base Hospital.  There is no record of their reply.

Miss Dalgleish wrote again on 2 February, 1954 to Base Records apologising for troubling them again as in her last letter she asked in error for the embarkation date of her late brother and now required his date of disembarkation.  Records replied on 18 February, 1924 that his date of disembarkation in Australia was 12 November, 1917.
The 5th Military District at Swan Barracks, Perth wrote to Base Records on 11 December, 1934 after their inquiry dated 29 November, 1934 and advised that the name and address of the late ex-soldier’s wife was:



Mrs Ida E. Dalgleish, 3 Bulwer Avenue, Perth, W.A.

Mrs Ida Dalgleish of 89 Dunedin Road, Mt Hawthorn, W.A. wrote to Base Records in Canberra, ACT on 5 October, 1959 advising that she had made application for a War Service Home but before her application could be considered it was necessary for her to obtain a copy of her husband’s Discharge Papers and requested them at their earliest. 
Central Army Records replied on 13 October, 1959 acknowledging her letter and enclosed a certification of service by her late husband in the 1914-18 War.  
Their letter addressed ‘To Whom It May Concern’ certified that information from records held at their office, the soldier had enlisted in the A.I.F. on 17 January, 1916 and was honourably discharged on 24 December, 1917.  During this period he served overseas in France and England from 1st June, 1916 to 12 November, 1917.

Mrs Ida Dalgleish died on 14 May, 1969 aged 76 years and is in the same grave as her husband.  His grave is marked as a Commonwealth War Grave.
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Western Mail Friday December 18, 1914:


DEATHS


DALGLEISH.—On December 13, 1914, at Perth, William John, the beloved father of Mrs A.E. Moyle, of Maylands, Misses Grace and Catherine Agnes Jean Dalgleish, of Victoria Park, Mr G.A. Dalgleish, of Kelmscott, Mr Archibald M. Dalgleish, of Boulder, and Mr Hugh Ross Dalgleish, of the R.A.G.A. Albany.  Eastern and English papers please copy. 





Kalgoorlie Miner Monday January10, 1916:


ITEMS OF NEWS – VOLUNTEERING ON THE FIELDS


The Perth Express last night took in its second division nearly 100 recruits from the fields and the platform was packed with people to see them off.  Bagpipes and two brass bands, the Vice-Regal and Boulder City, vies with each other to brighten the occasion, withdrawing gracefully when engine whistles and cheering took up the final “good-bye.”  About 80 men went from Kalgoorlie and about a score from Boulder.


The names of the Boulder men who were accepted yesterday are: S.J. Crosbie, D. Caldwell, W.F. Williams, T. Craig, C. Deacon, N.T. Treganowan, E.J. Dunstan, H.W. Kearns, W.J. Stevenson, T. Bennetts, J. MacKenzie, H.L. Beasley, C. O’Neill, Harry Roder, P.J. Brosnan, William Hebbard, A.M. Dalgleish.  Most of them also left last night.  										Article Abridged





Tuesday’s parade of troops.  The No.6 Tunnelling Company and the members of the N.C.O. School,


Claremont, marching through the city.





The West Australian Wednesday May 31, 1916:





THE TUNNELLING COMPANY - PARADE THROUGH CITY STREETS


  Although the numerical strength of the troops which paraded the city streets yesterday morning was considerably less than that of previous parades, and despite the fact that citizens have become accustomed to the sight of khaki-clad warriors, the men of the No.6 Tunnelling Company and the Claremont N.C.O. school met with a hearty reception as they swung along to the inspiriting music of the Blackboy Hill band.  The line of route was freely bedecked with flags, whilst the large crowds, if somewhat undemonstrated denoted none the less by their presence their keen appreciation of that sense of patriotism which found its highest expression in the long line of soldiers answering to the call of Empire.  In physique and general bearing the men were equal to their comrades who have gone before.  Leaving James-street well on appointed time, the column swung into Beaufort-street and over the bridge in to Barrack-street.  The members of the N.C.O. school, about 113 strong, under Captain Thompson, followed the band, the No.6 Tunnelling Company, with its first reinforcements, totalling nearly 400 men, under Captain Lawson, bringing up the rear.  At the head of the Tunnellers was borne the flag recently presented to the company.


Continued/





Continues.


After traversing Barrack and Hay streets the column entered St George’s-terrace via Victoria-avenue.  Opposite Government House his Excellency (Sir Harry Barron), with whom were the State Commandant (Colonel J.H. Bruche), Major P.H. Meeks and Major Wilkinson, A.D.C., took the salute.  Passing along the Terrace the route was via William and Wellington streets to the station.  The men paraded in full fighting equipment.





The West Australian June 1, 1916:


THE WESTERN MAIL


The war pictures appearing in this week’s issue of the Western Mail:  


In addition, the “Mail” contains a fine photograph of the No 6 Tunnelling Company, as well as an illustration of their march through the streets of the city on Tuesday last, and a photograph of the officers who have been appointed to command the men. 





The No.6 Tunnelling Company - Photograph taken at the W.A.T.C. Course, Belmont, where the men have been in training





Western Mail Friday May 25, 1917:


301st CASUALTY LIST – 5th MILITARY DISTRICT - ILL


	A.M. Dalgleish, (Victoria Park)							Article abridged





Sunday Times Sunday November 11, 1917:


SICK AND WOUNDED RETURNING


The list is cabled, and is open to correction on account of mutilation in cabling and other causes.  The following are due to arrive at an early date:  A.M. Dalgleish					Article abridged





West Australian Monday November 12, 1917:  


RETURNING SOLDIERS – PROBABLE DIESMEBARKATION TO-DAY


The following sick and wounded soldiers are due to arrive at Fremantle and may disembark today.  The list is cabled and is open to correction:	  4308 Dalgleish, Archibald Maitland			Article abridged





Western Mail Thursday November 4, 1920:


HARVEY


The first annual show of the Harvey Agricultural Society was held in favourable weather on October 20.  The exhibits were well up to standard, although some sections were numerically weak.  Apparently the dairying industry has been attracting many residents in preference to orcharding, for about 40 dairy animals were shown, while eight returned soldiers were represented in the section reserved for their dairy animals.


Dairy Cow: O. Gibbs, 1; A. Hoesner, 2; L.H. Armstrong, 3, A.M. Dalgleish highly commended.  Dairy Cow, in milk, owned by returned soldier; A.M. Dalgleish 1 and 2; Dr Williams, 3.		Article abridged





West Australian Thursday June 19, 1924:


POLICE COURTS


Under-standard Milk.—H.V. Beaumont, A.M. Dalgleish, James Drinkwater and C.J. Jeffrey, were fined £2 each on charges of having consigned for sale under-standard milk.





Bunbury Herald and Blackwood Express Wednesday August 21, 1929:


LAND OPEN FOR SELECTION


The following locations will be thrown open for selection at the Bunbury Land Agency on the dates specified.


August 21.


Lots Nos 120 and 12, Korijekup Estate, 35a or 34p, price per acre. £4/4/1; total purchase price £148/-0/8; half yearly interest on survey fee for first five years, 5/; half yearly instalment over balance of  term, 25 years, £2/19/3.  Subject to drainage conditions and to an Agricultural Bank mortgage, being A.M. Dalgleish’s forfeited lease 36214/55.





West Australian Saturday September 21, 1929:


GOVERNMENT LAND – BLOCKS OPEN FOR SELECTION


The Lands Department notifies that the following blocks of land will be open for selection on the dates mentioned.  The following areas to the applicants named:—Korijekup Estate lots 120 and 121, A.M. Dalgleish;											Article abridged


West Australian Monday September 23, 1929:


LAND BOARD – RECENT ALLOCATIONS


The Land Board has allotted the undermentioned areas to the applicants named Korijekup Estates, lots 120 and 121: Archibald Maitland Campbell Dalgleish;						Article abridged





Western Mail Tuesday September 25, 1934:


DEATHS


DALGLEISH.—On September 24, 1934, at the Repatriation Ward of the Perth Hospital, Archibald Maitland, dearly beloved husband of Ida, and loving father of Connie Dalgleish of 3 Bulwer-avenue, Perth and brother of Grace, Jean, Gilbert and Meta (Mrs Moyle Maylands); aged 46 years.  At rest.


FUNERAL NOTICES


DALGLEISH.—The Friends of the late Mr Archibald Maitland Dalgleish of 3 Bulwer-avenue, Perth and formerly of Harvey, late 4308, Sapper, 6th Tunnelling Co., A.I.F., dearly beloved husband of Ida and loving father of Connie, are respectfully informed that his remains will be interred in the Church of Christ portion of the Karrakatta Cemetery at 2.20 o’clock THIS (Tuesday) AFTERNOON.  The cortege will move from his late residence, 3 Bulwer-avenue, Perth, at 1.30 o’clock.  Friends wishing to attend the Funeral may proceed by the 2.5 o’clock train from Perth.


DONALD J. CHIPPER and SON, Funeral Directors.





Western Mail Thursday October 4, 1934:


THE WESTERN FRONT


Archibald Maitland Dalgleish, on September 24, in Repatriation Ward, Perth Hospital, aged 46; late Sixth Tunnellers, A.I.F.									Article abridged





Western Mail Thursday October 11, 1934:


DEATHS


	DALGLEISH, ARCHIBALD MAITLAND, at Perth, on September 24; aged 46.


											Article abridged








Dalgleish grave in Karrakatta Cemetery, Perth


Photo supplied by www.ozburials.com and used with permission








