SAPPER LOUIS DAILY
988 – 3rd Tunnelling Company
Louis Edward Daily was born in 1876 at Port Fairy, Warrnambool, Victoria the son of Owen and Justina Bridget Mary (nee Stewart) Daily.  He was a successful footballer during his early twenties in Footscray, Melbourne being the leading goal-kicker in 1900 with some of his achievements published in the:
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He went to the goldfields of Western Australia playing football for West Perth Club in 1901.
In 1903 he was at 21 Hannan Street, Kalgoorlie working as a labourer and in 1906 was an engine-drive residing at the same address then in 1910 a platelayer at Ravensthorpe, Dundas district.  He moved to Laverton with his brother Vincent at Ida H. mine working as labourers.

At the recruiting depot in Laverton on 22 October, 1915 the thirty-seven year old boiler-maker applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms were completed and describe him as 176cms (5ft 9½ins) tall, weighing 70kgs (154lbs) with a chest expansion of 89-94cms (35-37ins).  Complexion was fair with brown-grey eyes and had brown hair.  Religion was Roman Catholic.  Distinctive marks were his nose was flattened by a fracture.  
Next-of-kin nominated was his father Owen Daily of Essendon, Vic.
He reported to Blackboy Hill camp, near Perth on 16 November, 1915 where he signed and took the Oath of Enlistment and allotted to the 36th Depot Battalion for basic training unto November 30 when assigned to the Miners’ Corps.  

Recruiting for the Miners’ Corps had begun on December 1st, 1915 therefore Sapper Daily was placed for basic training at the Helena Vale camp at Blackboy Hill, W.A. with the newly forming Corps.  
The Unit’s title was the No. 3 Company with a major portion of No. 3 Company recruited by 2nd Lt. L.J. Coulter, A.I.F. who was sent from N.S.W. to W.A. for that purpose.  
They were made up to strength with 1 Officer and 274 Other Ranks and embarked from Fremantle, W.A. 

On December 18, 1915 the company sailed for Sydney, NSW on board the troopship SS Indarra.
On Boxing Day (Dec 26th), 1915 the Unit arrived in Sydney and marched into Casula Camp, near Liverpool, NSW. They were joined by the 4th Section of the Tasmanian Miners, bringing the establishment strength up to 15 officers and 349 Other Ranks under the command of 2nd Lieutenant L.J. Coulter.

Mining Corps Units from all Military districts came together at Casula camp, near Liverpool, NSW to complete training as a Corps.  Daily was assigned the regimental number 988 in the rank of Sapper and remained in No. 3 Company.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.  On May 13 was attached for duty with No. 4 Section to the 254th Tunnelling Company, Royal Engineers.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

Disciplinary action was taken for the following:



Offence:
In the field 4/6/16 absent without leave from his billet from 8 p.m. 4/6/16





to 8 a.m. 5/6/16



Award:

14 days C.O. 1st Tun. Coy


Total forfeiture:
2 day’s pay under R.W.

Sapper was wounded in action on 21 July, 1916 suffering grenade wounds to his abdomen and arms and taken to the 95th Field Ambulance for treatment of shrapnel wounds then on to the No.2 London Casualty Clearing Station progressing to the 13th General Hospital in Boulogne with multiple gunshot wounds.  On July 24 was invalided to England on the hospital ship Cambria entering the General Military Hospital in Colchester on July 27 for treatment to his arm.  
Base Records advised his next-of-kin on 4 August, 1916 he had been wounded in action and again on August 7 the hospital he was admitted to.  His name appeared in the Casualty List published in the:

On 22 September was moved to Woodcote Park, Epsom then discharged on 23 October to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth and was taken on strength.
Proceeded on furlough and to report to Wareham camp and he marched in from Wareham to the Pioneer Training camp on 10 December, 1916 leaving for Lark Hill camp a day later.
On 22 February, 1917 left for No. 3 Training Battalion then on 15 October went to No. 1 Depot at Sutton Veny until 24 October then marched out to the Overseas Training Brigade at Deverill.  
He was reported in error to have been absent without leave on 27 October, 1917.  While at Sutton Veny on 12 December, 1917 was reclassified with C1 debility and seven days later went to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth on 29 December, 1917.

Sapper Daily embarked for Australia on 1 February, 1918 on board H.T. Balmoral Castle for discharge in Australia due to Rheumatism.  Base Records advised on February 20 his next-of-kin that he was returning home. 

The following was recorded in the Unit Diary of the 3rd Tunnelling Company: 

“On 1/2/18 the following embarked for Australia:-

962 Spr  Cross, H.

988    “    Daily, L.

                                   
1114   “    O’Dea, T.F.




2400   “    Quinn, C.




3592   “    Burns, J.”     
News that he was on his way home was announced in the: 

The transport arrived in Melbourne on 18 March, 1918 and their arrival was reported in the:

Military Discharge was issued in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 3 April, 1918 as medically unfit.
He married in 1919 to Louisa Theresa Jenevic Cruse.  In 1921 their residence was 154 Primrose Street, Essendon with his occupation as a chauffeur.  A year later they were at 143 Vine Street, Moonee Ponds and he was a garage hand.  In 1931 he was a tram employee and they lived at 111 Vine Street, Moonee Ponds.  Home was registered at 67 Ngarveno Street, Moonee Ponds from 1942 to 1949.
His wife died on 21 August, 1946 and the following bereavement notice was placed in the: 
Louis Edward Daily passed away in the hospital at Myrtleford on 31 December, 1949 aged 73 years.  

Arrangements were placed in the:


Burial took place in the Roman Catholic section B of Footscray Cemetery, Melbourne.
Business in connection with his Estate was advertised in the:
Their headstone in Footscray Cemetery reads:


His brother also served.
PRIVATE VINCENT JAMES DAILY

2982 – 5th Pioneer Battalion
Port Fairy, Victoria was the birthplace of Vincent James Daily in 1881 the son of Owen and Justina Bridget Mary (nee Stewart) Daily.  When nineteen years of age the following occurred and reported in the:
In 1915 he and his brother Louis were at the Ida H. mine at Laverton working as labourers.
At the recruiting depot in the Senior Cadets Depot in Kalgoorlie on 26 April, 1916 the thirty-five year old miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Personal particulars taken show he was 180cms (5ft 11ins) tall with a chest measurement of 92-99cms (36-39ins) and good vision in his left eye with poorer sight in the right one.  Distinctive mark was a misshapen nose due to a fracture.  He had previously been rejected for defective teeth.  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.

Attestation forms describe him further weighing 74cms (163lbs) with a ruddy complexion, hazel eyes and brown hair.  Roman Catholic was his religious faith.  Next-of-kin nominated was his father Owen Daily of Essendon, Melbourne, Vic.

Acknowledgement to the departing volunteers was published in the:  
He signed and swore allegiance to King and Country on April 30 which was reported in the:

Basic training commenced on 6 May, 1916 with the 67th Depot Battalion until June 20 when moved to the 11th Reinforcements to the 44th Battalion.  He was admitted to No.8 Aust General Hospital on 4 September and returned to duty at Blackboy Hill camp, near Perth on September 29.  On 17 October he was allotted to the 6th Reinforcements to the 5th Pioneer Battalion.  His rank was Private with the regimental number 2982.
The Reinforcements embarked from Fremantle (5th Military District) on 30 October, 1916 on HMAT A16 Port Melbourne and disembarked at Devonport, England on 28 December, 1916.  The men marched into the Pioneer Training Battalion at Lark Hill.

They proceeded overseas to France from Folkstone on 28 February, 1917 on the transport S.S. Golden Eagle arriving at the 5th Aust General Base Depot in Etaples a day later.  Four days later marched out to join the 5th Pioneer Battalion and taken on strength on March 7, 1917.

His service continued without incident, illness or injury and spent a few weeks at the 2nd Army Rest Camp on 28 September, 1917 and rejoined his unit on 30 October.
He was mentioned when his brother was returning home in the:

Leave to England was granted and taken from 15 August and rejoined on 12 September, 1918.

Orders were received to prepared for demobilisation on 4 February, 1919 and return to the Aust Infantry Base Depot and they embarked from  Havre on 14 February, 1919 crossed the English Channel to disembark at Weymouth the following day.  They marched into the Training Brigade Convalescent Camp in Codford later that day.

Private Daily embarked for Australia on 27 April, 1919 on board H.T. Runic and spent six days in hospital at sea from May 13.  His next-of-kin were notified by Base Records on 13 May he was on his way home.  The vessel arrived in Adelaide (4th Military District) on 8 June, 1919.  The returning soldiers were entrained to Perth.
He appeared before the Disembarkation Medical Board at No.8 Aust General Hospital on June 23 and his statement of case reads:



Any wounds of injury?
Nil



Any illness on service?
Nil



Present condition:

Complains of Rheumatics – joints swell up at times



Signed:


V.J. Daily



All organs – normal.  Rheumatism in all joints.  Discharge recommended.

Military Discharge was issued in Perth (5th M.D.) on 7 August, 1919.

The British War Medal (15263) and the Victory Medal (14921) were issued to Private 2982 Vincent James Daily, 5th Pioneer Battalion for serving his country.  The Victory Medal was returned unclaimed from the designated barracks and returned to Base Records on 10 May, 1923.  A letter care of his last known address was dispatched to 143 Vine Street, Moonee Ponds on 14 August, 1925. 

He returned to Melbourne where in 1921 he is registered living with his brother Louis and his wife at 154 Primrose Street with the occupation of miner.  From 1922 to 1924 he was with them at 143 Vine Street, Moonee Ponds with the same occupation.

Vincent James Daily died on 25 October, 1926 aged 45 years.  Burial took place in Footscray Cemetery, Melbourne in the family plot.
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Independent Saturday September 28, 1901:


FOOTBALL


Some players have luck.  Lou. Daily played with Port Melbourne five seasons ago, and Ports won the premiership, the three subsequent seasons he played with Footscray, and Footscray won the premiership each year; this year he played with the West Perth, and once more he was in the ranks of the premiership team.  This is a record that would be hard to beat.





Independent Saturday September 23, 1899:


FOOTBALL


Daily, Mitchell, and Decolt kicked three goals apiece, and the latter also hit the post.  Daily was the busiest of the forwards, however, and was responsible for the majority of the behinds.


Louis Daily, the goal-kicker, will not be able to play with his team against the Ballarat Imperial to-day, as his left foot has been severely injured.


“Flash” Daily, of Footscray, had won the goal-kicking championship, and he has deservedly merited it.  Never looking to others but always to his own efforts, Daily is a particularly fine marker, accurate kick and good all-round footballer.


											Article abridged


BREVITIES


Louis Daily, a prominent player of the Footscray Football Club, had one of his feet so much injured on Tuesday that it is possible his trip to Ballarat will be interfered with.  He and Marmo were lifting a 10 cwt iron place with a block and tackle when the plate came down on the instep of his left foot, severely crushing it.  Fortunately the fall of the plate was broken by a block of wood, otherwise the major portion of the foot would have been cut off.





No.3 Company recruits at Blackboy Hill, 3 December 1915 & on Parade - 16 December 1915


Photos courtesy Graeme Williams, grandson of 1202 Spr Charles Williams – 3ATC





Kalgoorlie Miner Monday August 14, 1916:


AUSTRALIANS IN ACTION – ROLL OF HONOUR


The 192nd list of casualties in connection with the operations of Australian troops in France, Egypt and elsewhere is as follows:


WOUNDED


	L. Daily, Essendon, Victoria;						Article abridged





Essendon Gazette and Keilor, Bulla and Broadmeadows Reporter Thursday March 7, 1918:


OUR SOLDIERS


Mr Owen Daily, of “Erindale” Pascoe Vale road, Essendon, has received word that his son, Spr. Louis Daily, is returning wounded.  He served on the West front.  Another son, Pte Vincent Daily, is also serving in France.





Kalgoorlie Miner Wednesday March 13, 1918:


SICK AND WOUNDED SOLDIERS RETURNING TO AUSTRALIA


Perth, March 12.


The following have been listed for return to Australia, and are now en route:


	L. Daily									Article abridged





Independent Saturday March 16, 1918:


SOCIAL AND PERSONAL


Sapper Louis Daily, son of Ex-Sergt Daily, of West Footscray, erstwhile footballer and goal-kicker, after useful service at the front is returning home with the scars of battle. Another son Pte. Vincent Daily, is also in France.





Argus Monday March 18, 1918:


RETURNING WOUNDED


Invalided soldiers to the number of 124 will disembark at Port Melbourne this morning at 9 o’clock and will travel by motor cars by the usual route through the city to Victoria Barracks.





Argus Thursday October 10, 1946:


BEREAVEMENT CARDS


DAILY.—Mr LOUIS DAILY wishes to THANK relatives and friends for expressions of sympathy in his recent bereavement. 77 Ngarveno street, Moonee Ponds.





Argus Monday January 2, 1950:


DEATHS


DAILY.—On December 31, at Myrtleford B.N. Hospital, Louis Edward, of 77 Gnarveno street, Moonee Ponds, beloved husband of the late Louisa, loving brother of Gavin, 1 Karnook street, Armadale, aged 73 years (late 1st A.I.F.)—Requiscat in pace.





Argus Monday January 2, 1950:


FUNERAL NOTICES


DAILY.—Solemn Requiem Mass for the repose of the soul of LOUIS EDWARD DAILY will be celebrated at St Monica’s Church, Moonee Ponds, TOMORROW (Tuesday) at 7 a.m.


The Funeral will leave the church at 10.30 a.m. for the Footscray Cemetery.


JOSEPH ALLISON PTY LTD





Age Monday January 16, 1950:


LAW NOTICES


AFTER fourteen clear days, Gavin Daily, of 1 Larnook-street, Armadale, in the State of Victoria, retired civil servant, the executor appointed by the WILL (dated the 27th day of December, 1949), of LOUIS EDWARD DAILY, late of 77 Ngarveno-street, Moonee Ponds, in the said State, Gentleman (also described as Retired Gentleman) deceased will APPLY to the Registrar of Probates of the Supreme Court of Victoria, for a GRANT of PROBATE, of the said will.


F.J. CORDNER, 106 Queen-street, Melbourne, Solicitor for the Executor.





DAILY


In loving memory of my beloved wife 


Louisa Theresa Daily


Died 21 August, 1946 aged 69 years


Also


Louis Edward 


Beloved husband of above


Died 31 December, 1950 aged 73 years


Late A.I.F. R.I.P.





Independent Saturday February 17, 1900:


PITCH AND TOSS


There can be no doubt that the game commonly known as “two-up”, has a great attraction for some young men,  but when one  has to contribute a sovereign to the general revenue for indulging in it the game most lose some of its attractions.  Four youths named William Trythall, Vincent Daily, James Lomax and James Alley, were so engrossed in the game on Sunday, the 21st last month, at the side of the Footscray Hotel, Hopkins street, that they failed to notice the approach of Constable Hargreaves.  The consequences was that they had to “toe the carpet” at the Footscray Court on Monday last, when Sergeant Dempster said that the playing of the game was becoming a great nuisance, notwithstanding a previous warning by the Bench that any culprits brought before the justices would be severely dealt with.  A fine of 20s, with an alternative of 7 days imprisonment was imposed in each case.





Kalgoorlie Miner Thursday April 27, 1916:


PERSONAL ITEMS


At Kalgoorlie and Boulder the following are the latest accepted recruits for the expeditionary forces—W. Baxter, V.J. Daily, J. Woolley, D. Lawrence, J. Smallman, G.B. Stabb, A. Dryden, P.D. Robinson, J.B. Small and J.P. Murphy.





Kalgoorlie Miner Monday May 1, 1916:


PERSONAL ITEMS


The following volunteers for active service were sworn in at the Hippodrome yesterday: V.J. Daily   


      Article abridged





Essendon Gazette and Keilor, Bulla and Broadmeadows Reporter Thursday March 7, 1918:


OUR SOLDIERS


Mr Owen Daily, of “Erindale” Pascoe Vale road, Essendon, has received word that his son, Spr. Louis Daily, is returning wounded.  He served on the West front.  Another son, Pte Vincent Daily, is also serving in France.


Independent Saturday March 16, 1918:





SOCIAL AND PERSONAL


Sapper Louis Daily, son of Ex-Sergt Daily, of West Footscray, erstwhile footballer and goal-kicker, after useful service at the front is returning home with the scars of battle. Another son Pte. Vincent Daily, is also in France.





Daily Family Headstone in Footscray Cemetery, Melbourne


Photo sourced from Find a Grave website








