SAPPER HUGH JOSEPH CULLEN
81 – 1st Tunnelling Company
Hugh Joseph Cullen stated he was born in Richmond, Victoria in 1871 but could have been several years earlier.  In 1909 he was a labourer at Mitchell, Queensland and a fencing contractor at St George in 1912.  A year later was at Taroom working as a labourer and in 1915 he was at Howard, near Maryborough.
He wrote a letter to the editor as follows:
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At the recruiting depot in Brisbane (1st Military District) on 29 October, 1915 the single forty-four-year-old timber getter applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms were completed and describe him as 166cms (5ft 5½ins) tall, weighing 57kgs (127lbs) with a chest expansion of 89-94cms (35-37ins) with a fair complexion, blue eyes testing to good vision in his right eye and very poor eyesight in the left one and hair was brown.  Distinctive marks were one vaccination scar on his left arm and a birthmark on his left instep.  
In lieu of next-of-kin he nominated his friend Norman Vincent Mackay of Calvert, Qld.  The Oath of Allegiance was signed and taken the same day.
After basic training was sent to Casula camp, near Liverpool, New South Wales and allotted to the No. 1 Company of the Mining Corps who were in their establishment phase.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 81.
At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company.’
His service continued without injury or illness and the Company was working in the Ypres Salient on the Hill 60 and Caterpillar (Hill 59) mining system with headquarters situated at Poperinghe, Belgium in November, 1916.
Sapper was classed as wounded in action suffering the effects of a gas shell during the night of 10th to 11th November, 1916 and taken to the Dressing Station and later to the 10th Casualty Clearing Station.

The Unit Diary of the 1st Tunnelling Company recorded the following for that date:


“Poperinghe 7 p.m.

November, 1916
10th
Hill 60 Berlin Shaft “B” left

“D” left
13 shaft Gallery to Anzac Shaft



HILL 60

11th
Berlin Shaft 
“B” Gallery left
“D” Gallery
13 shaft Gallery to Anzac Shaft

1 man wounded; enemy fairly quiet in mining systems & on surface."
Captain O.H. Woodward, also of the 1st Tunnelling Company wrote the following extract in his unpublished book My War Story of the Great War for that time as follows:
“On November 9th 1916, our Company officially took over from the 3rd Canadian Tunnelling Company and from then on, the care of the Hill 60 Mining System rested on our shoulders.

At 4.30 p.m. on the 10th, word was received that the enemy had crumped one of our dugouts, killing two men and badly gassing three officers.  With Lieut. Justice I was ordered to report to the Hill and after a quiet trip up we arrived there at 10 p.m.  
On this tour of duty I was detailed for service in the Intermediate or “D” Galleries.  In this Section Listening was infinitely more exciting than in the Front-Line Saps.  According to the Canadians, and later confirmed by ourselves, the enemy’s Gallery was within 6 ft to 10 ft. from Listening Posts “A”, “B” and “C”, in “D” Right Gallery.  Getting into these Posts was in itself a task as the utmost caution was necessary and one in it was a case of sitting immovable.”
On November 12, 1916 was sent to the 32nd Stationary Hospital in Wimereux but was invalided to England from Boulogne on the hospital ship St David and admitted on November 14 to the 3rd Aust General Hospital at Brighton for further treatment of shell gas poisoning. 
His medical case reads:

3rd Australian General Hospital, A.I.F. BRIGHTON



Age:

45 years



Disease:
Gassed Shell on 8/11/16; shell came into dugout; unconscious for a time;





“I got oxygen for five minutes” [abbreviated word unreadable]





“Pressure feeling in head”; pains over left chest on deep breathing; stomach




sickness since gas attack; had reaching & vomiting after gassing.  Sent from





Wimereux No. 32 Stationary Hospital



On 14/11/16
Stomach symptoms; still pain in deep heart; emphysema 





Diet.   [next word unreadable]



11/12/16
V.M.I.



 4/1/17

To No. 1 A.C.D. Perham Downs.  No furlough

 

 9/1/17

To No. 1 C.D. Perham Downs

A telegram was sent from Base Records to his friend as follows:
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Base Records updated his friend on 30 November, 1916 that information had been received to the effect that he was admitted on 14/11/16 to the 3rd Aust General Hospital suffering the effects of gas, mild.  His address for correspondence was also given.
His name was among those casualties listed in the:


A month later, on 14 December, 1916 Sapper was discharged to the No. 1 Command Depot at Perham Downs.  Furlough was granted from 10 January, 1917 then returned to duty on January 26.
While there his Kit was inspected on 10 January, 1917 and found to be incomplete.  The Inventory was:


Hat badge, ankle boots, braces, brushes - hair, shaving & tooth, breeches, cardigan, comb, 


Great coat, hat, identity disc, jacket, leather laces, flannel shirt, socks, singlet, chin strap, 

Items replaced:


2 collar badges, 2 Australia badges, sea kitbag, ankle boots, 2 abdominal belts, breeches, 


Comforter cap, 2 pairs drawers, fork, knife & spoon, holdall, housewife, jacket, clasp &


Lanyard, leather laces, puttees, razor, flannel shirt, 2 prs socks, singlet, chin strap, 2 towels.

He appeared before the Medical Board at the No. 1 Command Depot on 5 February, 1917 and his Statement of Case reads: 


Age last birthday:
50 years



Disability:

shell concussion; gas poisoning; senility; overage



Date of disability:
5 November, 1916



Place of disability:
 Hill 60



Essential facts:
a shell burst in his dugout.  He became unconscious and gradually






Began to get a clear indication of events four days afterwards. 





Vomited freely for some days.  Was evacuated through Boulogne






to England (Brighton, 3 A.G.H.).  Arrived Perham Downs 9/1/17






& was classified C3. [debility]


Causation:

Active Service – shell explosion



Present condition:
Has a sense of oppression on top of the head as though carrying






a heavy weight there.  Suffers from severe headaches at times






especially if any mental activity has been exercised, as in a game






of draughts.  Physical condition fair but there is some






shakiness with exertion.



Caused by:

In action on field service on duty



Recommendation:
Discharge permanently unfit.  5/2/17



Finding:

Permanently unfit for general service and home service






18/2/17 No. 2 Command Depot, Weymouth

On 14 February, 1917 was sent to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth where he remained for a month.

A further inspection of his Kit was held at Monte Video camp, Weymouth on 15 February, 1917 and found incomplete with items added as:

Hat badge, pair braces, another pr breeches. 

Sapper Cullen embarked from Devonport, England on 17 March, 1917 on board H.T. Beltana.  Medical note during the voyage was “condition same – overage”.  Base Records advised his friend on 1 May, 1917 that he was returning home.  
In the list of Queensland soldiers returning his name was published in the:
The troopship docked in Sydney (2nd Military District) on 12 March, 1917 and the soldiers for Brisbane boarded a special train for the last leg of their return journey home.  News of their impending arrival was announced in the:


Their arrival at the station on 16 May was reported in the:

He entered the No. 6 Aust General Hospital on 16 May, 1917 remaining a patient for treatment of shell concussion and senility (decline or deterioration of physical strength or mental functioning) until June 11 when he appeared before the Medical Board and their findings were:

Man and morale still somewhat nervous



Board recommends discharge



Incapacity ¼ percent for six months

Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on 27 June, 1917 as medically unfit.  Disability shell concussion and senility.

He was granted a military pension of one pound per fortnight from 28 June, 1917 to his address at Calvert, Ipswich.  This pension was cancelled on 31 January, 1918.

His address in 1919 was care of N.V. Mackay, Coolangatta, Qld with the occupation as a labourer.

For serving his country Sapper 81 Hugh Joseph Cullen, 1st Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (12140) and the Victory Medal (11981).

In 1921 he was working at Kandanga (near Gympie) as a labourer.  

He secured a position with the Main Roads Commission and from 1925 to 1926 was listed at Cedar Camp via Yungaburra, North Queensland with the occupation of ganger.  

From 1930 to 1934 was an overseer at Daintree, N.Q. and from 1936 at Stone River, via Ingham and later in 1937 was listed at the Queensland Hotel in Townsville.

His name appears in the 1932 shipping list of the coastal steamer Canberra on the voyage from Cairns to Brisbane and reported in the:


He wrote a letter to the editor in 1932 which was published in the:

Hugh Joseph Cullen, aged 65 years, disappeared about 7 January, 1938 near the vicinity of Lake Barrine, via Atherton and despite extension searching over a four-week period no trace of him was ever found.
The following are the articles published in various newspapers:



His name is commemorated on the Redbank War Memorial, Ipswich district.
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Maryborough Chronicle, Wide Bay and Burnett Advertiser Saturday February 27, 1915:


MILLIONS AND BILLIONS


(To the Editor)


Sir—to your paper of Monday last, I notice you quote Mr Lloyd George as saying that the war would cost the Allies during the present year, the sum of two billion pounds sterling.  Is that right?”  Cassell’s English dictionary says a billion is a million millions.


A friend of mine here argues that one thousand millions is a billion.


Will You please tell me in you next issue what a Lloyd George billion is and oblige yours etc.


									H. J. CULLEN


							Grand Hotel, Howard, February 24.


(Both numerations are right, but one, the old English, owing to its lack of symmetrical progression has largely fallen into disuse, both in the British colonies and America, and to a large extent also in England.  According to the English mode Mr Lloyd George’s figures, £2,000,000,000 would read as two thousand millions, but according to the continental system, first adopted in French arithmeticians the sum would read as two billions.  In the continental numeration the figures run in groups of threes, thus hundred thousands, millions and billions, but the English system is hundreds thousands, millions, then the divisions of threes are changed to division or parcels of six figures, which run, thousands of millions, tens of thousands of millions, hundreds of thousands of millions and then billions, the unit figure of which occupies the thirteenth place from the right instead of the tenth as in the continental method.


On simplicity and uniformity of the latter numeration have commended it no general use—Ed. “M.C.”





EW								N.V. MACKAY


								CALVERT, QLD


	REGRET REPORTED PRIVATE HUGH J CULLEN WOUNDED WILL PROMPTLY ADVISE IF ANYTHING


	FURTHER RECEIVED


								BASE RECORDS


								   27/11/16





Morning Bulletin (Rockhampton) Monday December 11, 1916:


AUSTRALIAN CASUALTIES – LIST NO. 247


The 247th Australian Casualty list which contains 651 names, was issued to-day.  A summary reads:


Privates: H.J. Cullen (Calvert)								Article abridged





Brisbane Courier Thursday May 10, 1917:


RETURNING FROM THE FRONT – MEN DUE AT AN EARLY DATE


Following is a list of members of the Australian Imperial Force returning to Australia shortly.


81. Pte Hugh Joseph Cullen, 1 Tun. Co.							


Article abridged





Daily Mail (Brisbane) Tuesday May 15, 1917:


BACK FROM THE FIRING LINE – 150 SOLDIERS RETURN TOMORROW


The Defence Department intimates that approximately 150 returned invalid soldiers are expected to arrive by special train from Sydney at 3.40 p.m. tomorrow at No. 5 platform, Central Station.  Two passes only will be issued by the military authorities to enable next-of-kin to gain access to the railway platform on arrival of train.


81. Pte. H.J. Cullen 4th Tun Co.								


Article abridged





Queenslander (Brisbane) Saturday May 26, 1917:


RETURNED SOLDIERS – LARGE CONTINGENT WELCOMED


The enthusiastic welcome extended on May 16 to a large contingent of soldiers returning home from the Front must have been very gratifying to the men who have so nobly face the enemies of civilisation.  Thousands of persons assembled at the Central Railway Station, and as the train bearing the soldiers drew up at the platform the District Band, under Sergeant-major Hughes, played “See the conquering Heroes Come” and “Home, Sweet Home,” the large crowd adding to the cordiality and warmth of the welcome by giving rousing cheers.  There was only one cot case out of the 146 men returning, and it was reported that the trip had been very good.


The Premier, in welcoming the returned soldiers on behalf of the Government and the people of Queensland, said that we all acknowledged the great sacrifice the men had made in voluntarily offering their services in the cause of civilisation and humanity.  It was the duty of the State to do everything possible for the returned men, and he assured them that so far as this State, and the whole Empire, was concerned, all would be done for them that could be done.  (Applause).


The list of men who returned is as follows:  Hugh Joseph Cullen				


Article abridged





Brisbane Courier Saturday March 5, 1932:


NOTES


Howard Smith, Ltd managing agents for the Australian Steamships Line, advised that the Canberra arrived in Brisbane yesterday from Cairns and Townsville, en route to Sydney and Melbourne.  The following passengers are the Brisbane passengers: H.J. Cullen							


Article abridged





Northern Herald (Cairns) Saturday August 6, 1932:


DYNAMITING FISH


(To the Editor “Post” and “Herald”)


Sir—Your correspondent, Ike Askew, who signs himself hon. Secretary C.L.F.A., is slightly askew in his published statements in the “Post” of 26/7/32 he starts off by saying, “his association has not accused the relief workers at Buchan’s Point of dynamiting fish” and ends up by publishing a yarn about finding a few plugs with fuse and caps in a hollow stump on the bank of the creek.”


Will Mr Askew please tell us which particular creek he is referring to?  Also will he give the date on which he saw the men “gathering fish after an explosion”?  He asserts that if Mr Salter has not seen a single instance of dynamiting fish in six months, he (Mr Salter) “has not been very observant.”  Well, there are others in the same company as Mr Salter.  Mr Askew should be sure of his facts before rushing into print.  If he is really sincere in his desire to stop the dynamiting of fish he will be much nearer attaining his objective if he will furnish us with all the information he can, with dates and particulars of places where the alleged dynamiting is taking place.  I can assure him that we shall do all in our power to help him to put a stop to the crime.


				Yours, etc.


					H. J. CULLEN, for The Main Roads Commission.  July 27, 1932.





Cairns Post Friday February 4, 1938:





FOUR WEEKS MISSING – TABLELAND DISAPPEARANCE – MAIN ROADS OFFICIAL





Police are investigation the mysterious disappearance of Hugh Joseph Cullen (65), Main Roads Commission time-keeper, who has been missing from Lake Barrine since January 8.


Mr Cullen, who had been employed as a time-keeper and tally clerk by the Main Roads Commission for several years, was well-known on the Tableland.


On January 7 he left the Barron Valley Hotel at Atherton, where he had been staying since the New Year, and boarded a White Car Service bus for Lake Barrine, in which locality he was engaged.  The driver of the car has since told the police that he was not sure where Cullen alighted, as there were several passengers on that trip.


A wide search was started on the following day when Cullen was reported missing and last week-end the police enlisted the aid of about 40 civilians who combed the jungle in the vicinity of Lake Barrine without finding any trace of the missing man.


Cullen is a returned soldier about 5 feet 7 inches high, with dark hair turning grey and wore a cropped moustache.  When last seen he was wearing a dark grey suit, felt hat, black boots and a soft shirt with an attached collar.


It is believed that he is a single man and is reported to be a native of Victoria.





Johnstone River Advocate and Innisfail News Friday February 4, 1938:





LOCAL AND GENERAL – SEARCH FOR MISSING MAN





On Tuesday three lorry-loads of men left Atherton for Lake Barrine in continuance of a search for a man named Hugh Joseph Cullen, aged 65, of Atherton, who has been missing since January 7 last.  Cullen had been occupying a room at an Atherton hotel and on January 7 purchased a ticket to Lake Barrine.  It is believed he took his seat in the car when it was leaving Atherton, but since then nothing has been heard of him.  The only articles missing from his room at the hotel were a pair of pyjamas and a few smaller articles, so that it would appear Cullen did not anticipate a long absence from Atherton.  He was a man about 5ft. 6ins in height, of slight build, dark complexioned, hair dark and turning grey and had a long-shaped head with narrow, high forehead, sunken eyes and brown rather bushy, while at the left side of his mouth were two small holes.  When last seen he was dressed in a dark grey suit, felt hat, Black boots, soft shift and detached collar.  Mr Cullen was engaged as time-keeper on the new road to the Top Gate, and had worked on other Main Roads construction works on the Tableland and elsewhere.  He was well known in Atherton.  Two black boys from Atherton and another from Kureen have been aiding police and townspeople in the search.				





Telegraph (Brisbane) Monday February 21, 1938:


MISSING MAN IN NORTH


CAIRNS, February 20


Despite a police search for several weeks no trace has been found of Hugh Joseph Cullen, a Main Roads employee, who has been missing since January 7.  Carrying a small suitcase Cullen travelled by car from Atherton to Lake Barrine and was last seen sleeping in the rest shed near the lake.  Despite a search by five black boys, police and local residents, no trace of the missing man has since been found.





Northern Herald (Cairns) Saturday February 26, 1938:


NO TRACES FOUND


ATHERTON, February 18.


No traces have been found of Hugh Joseph Cullen, who was last seen on January 7, when he left the White Car at Lake Barrine after travelling out from Atherton.  It is reported that he was seen sleeping in a rest shed near the lake on that date.  From then no information regarding him has been found.


The police from Atherton and Yungaburra have conducted an intensive search ever since the man was reported missing.  The scrub has been beaten for miles in the vicinity of the lake.  The lake itself has been search by means of boats and the banks carefully examined for the missing man’s clothes or for the small suit case which he was carrying when he left the car.


Five blackboys, two of whom knew the Barrine scrub well, took part in the search, and the police have been assisted by the Main Roads employees and local residents.


Mr Cullen has been employed by the Main Roads Commission ever since its inception and is regarded by them as a sober and industrious man.





Redbank War Memorial, Qld
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