SAPPER GEORGE NEWTON CROCK

3596A – Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company

Jarrahdale, Western Australia was the birthplace of George Newton Crock in 1893 the son of Henry and Esther (nee Rackley) Crock.  He was an engine driver at Kurrowang in the Kalgoorlie district of W.A. in 1916 and had been rejected for service abroad sixteen months previous due to his chest measurement being under regulation size.

At the recruiting office in Perth, W.A. on January 19, 1916 the twenty-two year old applied to enlist for active service abroad.  Passing the preliminary medical examination personal particulars taken show he was single and 172cms (5ft 10½ins) tall with a chest measurement of 92cms (36ins).  Postal address was 25 Albert Street, North Perth, W.A.   His application was accepted by the recruiting officer when declared fit for active service.

Attestation Forms were completed describing him as dark in complexion with blue eyes and had dark hair.  Two vaccination scars were distinctive marks and Roman Catholic was his religion.  Next-of-kin was his father Mr Henry Crock of 25 Albert Street, North Perth, W.A.   He signed and took the ‘Oath on Enlistment’ the same day.

Basic training commenced with the 48th Depot Battalion from February 1, 1916 then allotted to the Engineers’ Training camp two days later.  At Blackboy Hill camp was transferred on March 25, 1916 to the Engineers’ Reinforcements.  On July 1 was sent to the Tunnellers’ Training Camp at Seymour,  Victoria for further training and assigned to the 4th Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 3596.

The 81 Reinforcements embarked on the transport RMS Orontes on August 16, 1916 from Melbourne, Vic.  The mail ship sailed to Adelaide, S.A. then Fremantle, W.A departing on August 23, 1916. After leaving the stormy Australian coast the vessel docked at the African ports of Durban, Capetown and St Vincent and after fifty-two days at sea of generally fine and mild weather arrived at Plymouth, England on October 2, 1916.  They were detrained to Tidworth and marched in to No. 3 Details Camp for further training for the front.

The Reinforcement proceeded overseas to France on October 15, 1916 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot a day later.

His civil career of engine-driver was important to the Aust Electrical and Mechanical Mining & Boring Company therefore was taken on Supernumeracy strength with the company on December 29, 1916. 

Advice received from Headquarters in London re-allotted his number to be 3596A on January 10, 1917.

It appears that he was working with the 253rd Company, R.E. when he accidentally received burns on June 28, 1917 noted as a trivial nature and taken to the 1/1 West Riding Field Ambulance.  
A brief report from their Commanding Officer states:

Accident occurred while on duty at the Electric Power House 28/6/17.



Soldier not to blame



Will not interfere with future efficiency.

The following day he was transferred to the 54th Casualty Clearing Station and was discharged to duty with the A.E.M.M.B. Coy on July 8, 1917.

Service continued and he was issued with Blue Chevrons to wear on his uniform for twelve months service abroad.

On August 1, 1918 was taken on strength with the company in the field.  He was with his company when Peace was declared and granted leave from December 16 until December 30, 1918 as they remained on the front assisting to rehabilitate their district by generating electricity and supplying and servicing pumps and engines.

Disciplinary action was issued by the C.O. of the company on January 25, 1919:



Crime:

(1) W.O.A.S. [while on active service] not complying with an order given





by a superior officer





(2) A.W.L. from 1300hrs 21/1/19 until reporting in parade 800hrs 23/1/19



Award:

Forfeiture 7 day’s pay by C.O. A.E.M.M.B.C.


Total forfeiture:
9 day’s pay

Orders to return to the Aust Base Depot for demobilisation were issued and they departed for England on April 28, 1919 and crossed the English Channel and marching in to the Reserve Brigade Aust Artillery camp at Heytesbury the next day.

Sapper Crock embarked for Australia on June 16, 1919 on board the H.T. Ormonde for the voyage home.  Base Records advised his father on July 9, 1919 that he was on his way home.  The ship docked at Fremantle (5th M.D.) on July 24, 1919.   
The AEMMBC, with a strength of little more than 300 men, was employed along the entire Western Front providing lighting and ventilation to dugouts and boring for water supplies where needed.  They worked with all 5 Armies of the British Expeditionary Force. 

News of their arrival was reported in:
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Military Discharge was issued in Perth, W.A. (5th M.D.) on September 7, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.

The British War Medal (13406) and the Victory Medal (13181) were issued to Sapper 3596A George Newton Crock, Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining Boring Company for service of 343 days for his country.

These medals were not claimed at the designated barracks and were returned to Base Records on September 30, 1924.  A letter was issued via his next-of-kin on November 10, 1924 advising where they were.

The marriage between George and Ethel May Faulkner took place in Perth, W.A. in 1925.  He was working as an engine driver at the No. 1 State Mill at Forrest, W.A. the same year.

In 1931 his occupation was loco driver with the Public Works Department at Lake Grace.

Four years later his wife Ethel died on November 24, 1935 with family announcements published in:
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The West Australian Friday July 25, 1919:


R.M.S. ORMONDE


AT FREMANTLE


There was a large gathering on the quay yesterday, when the large transport Ormonde berthed shortly before 2 p.m. with troops and dependants from London.  Some heavy showers were experienced before the vessel came alongside, but, fortunately, the weather cleared up during the disembarkation of the troops, of which there were nearly 2000 on board.  The men state that they have had a very good voyage, though rough weather was encounter after leaving Durban.                       						


Article abridged
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In 1943 his address was listed at 25 Albert Street, North Perth with the occupation of engine driver.  From 1949 to 1954 he was at Pemberton, W.A. working as an engine driver.





A Statement of Service was issued by Base Records on December 22, 1954 to the Repatriation Commission in Perth, W.A.





From 1958 onwards he returned to 25 Albert Street, North Perth working as a loco driver.  He was still residing there in 1977.





George Newton Crock died on 26 October 1992 aged 99 years.  He was interred with his wife Ethel at Karrakatta Cemetery and Crematorium at Plot Roman Catholic Ha - 0128





The West Australian Tuesday November 26, 1935: 


DEATHS


CROCK—On November 24, 1935, Ethel May, dearly loved wife of Mr George Crock, of 25 Albert-street, North Perth, and late of Annie-road, beloved mother of Desmond, Noel, Kevin Aileen, John and Peter, aged 37 years.  R.I.P.


CROCK—On November 24, 1935, Ethel May Crock, dearly loved daughter of Samuel and Margaret Faulkner, of Perth, loved sister of Lillian, (Mrs Carey), William (deceased), Kathleen (deceased), Jack, Lila (Sister Mary Rita, N.S.W.) Reg. Dollie (Mrs Simpson, Tumbellup), Rita (Mrs Cunningham) and Wallis.   R.I.P.








