CRAWFORD BROTHERS

SAPPER JAMES MELVILLE CRAWFORD
 6923 – 1st Tunnelling Company

James Melville Crawford was born at Paradise, via Eidsvold, Queensland on 22 March, 1895 the son of Hugh Hales and Janet McIntosh (nee Berrie) Crawford.
At the recruiting depot in Bundaberg on 6 April, 1916 the twenty-one-year-old single miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Attestation forms were completed describing him as 170cms (5ft 7ins) tall, weighing 69kgs (152lbs) with a chest expansion of 86-92cms (34-36ins) and had a fresh complexion, grey eyes and brown hair.  Religion was Church of England.  Next-of-kin nominated was his father Hugh Crawford of Boolboonda, Mt Perry line via Bundaberg.
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Acknowledgement to the departing volunteers was published in the:

Basic training commenced with the 11th Depot Battalion on April 12 until allotted to the 11th Reinforcements to the Machine Gun Company then moved to the Reserve Company on June 1.  He was assigned to the Miners’ Depot on June 9 remaining until June 28 and transferred to their training camp at Seymour, Victoria for further instruction to 28 June.  He went into isolation at Langwarrin for treatment of a social disease until November 17 and re-joined at Seymour on 29 November for further training and on January 11, 1917 was allotted to the February 1917 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 6923.  In preparation for departure his Will was noted to be left with Military Authorities.  For the voyage only he was to be Acting Corporal with Extra Duty Pay.
The transport HMAT A9 Shropshire embarked from Melbourne, Vic on May 11, 1917 with 168 members of the February Reinforcements on board.  The same day at sea was made Voyage Only Corporal.  They left Australian waters from Fremantle harbour and on May 15 entered the ship’s hospital.  After crossing the Indian Ocean, the ship docked at Durban, South Africa.  Next Port-of-call was Capetown to refuel about June 21, followed by another stopover at an unrecorded harbour would have completed the trip-sheet. After being at sea for 70 days the voyage terminated at Plymouth, England on July 19, 1917.  The three officers and 165 other ranks were detrained to Tidworth marching into Nos 1 and 3 camps at Parkhouse while two were hospitalised at Plymouth.   He reverted to the rank of Sapper on arrival in camp then appointed to be E.D.P. Corporal on July 20 until 19 August.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France via Southampton on 9 September, 1917 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles the next day.  On 17 September he was assigned to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.  
He went sick on 2 October, 1917 to the 8th Aust Field Ambulance with scabies (a skin irritation caused by Itch Mite whose eggs are laid under the skin’s outer layer) then moved to the 50th Casualty Clearing Station and was discharged to duty on October 5.  Sapper was attached to the 1st Tunnelling Company in the field on 30 October, 1917.  

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

While on leave in England he reported sick on 9 March, 1918 to A.I.F. Headquarters entering the 2nd Scottish General Hospital in Edinburgh suffering from acute Otitis Media (middle ear infection) remaining there until March 23 then transferred to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Dartford.  Was discharged to furlough on 8 April and to report to the No. 3 Command Depot at Hurdcott on April 10.  He did not report as ordered and disciplinary action was taken for the following:

Offence:
London 10/4/18 AWL from 11 a.m. 10/4/18 until 11.30 a.m. 13/4/18




Award:

Forfeits 9 day’s pay by Major O.H. Howard


Total forfeiture:
12 day’s pay with forfeitures concurrent 13/4/18

Base Records advised his father on 11 April, 1918 that his son had been admitted to hospital with his address for correspondence included.

His name appeared in the Casualty List published in the:
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He marched out for the Overseas Training Brigade at Longbridge, Deverill on 7 May, 1918 and proceeded to France on May 25 from Southampton arriving at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles and re-joined his unit from sick leave on 4 June, 1918.  He was taken on strength  of 1ATC on 7 September, 1918.

He was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

On 11 December, 1918 he went sick to the 11th Stationary Hospital in Rouen suffering boils then on 20 December was moved to the 1st Stationary Hospital with a social disease and sent to the 39th General Hospital at Havre for further treatment on December 22.  From there was transferred to England on the hospital ship on 15 January, 1919 to the 1st Aust Dermatological Hospital at Bulford arriving the next day.  On January 22 left for the No. 2 Extension Camp at the Convalescent Training Depot at Parkhouse.

He was absent without leave and action was taken as follows:




Offence:
Parkhouse AWL 23.59hrs 21/4/19 to 16.35hrs 28/4/19




Award:

10 days F.P. No. 2 [Field Punishment] by Lt-Col J.V. McArthur



Total forfeiture:
17 day’s pay    29/4/19

Marched out on 2 May, 1919 to the Overseas Training Brigade at Longbridge, Deverill entering the No. 1 Group camp to await his voyage home.
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After demobilisation Sapper Crawford embarked for Australia on 31 May, 1919 on board H.T. Aeneas for the journey home.  Base Records advised his father on 26 June that he was on his way home.  His name was in the list published in the:

The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 12 July, 1919 with Queenslanders boarding trains for overland travel to Sydney (2nd Military District).  News of their arrival was published in the:
From Sydney those bound for Queensland (1st Military District) left by a special train for the final part of their journey which was announced in the:
In the news for his local district his name was included as returning in the:

Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on 13 August, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.
His Will was returned to the 1st Military District on 27 October, 1919.

His name on the Electoral Roll later that year was given as Boolboonda, with the occupation of miner.

Sapper 6923 James Melville Crawford, 1st Tunnelling Company was issued to wear the British War Medal (29257) and the Victory Medal (27934) for serving his country.

An accident occurred which was reported in the:

He married on 2 October, 1923 to May Isabel Ford.

They were mentioned a year later in the social column appearing in the:


In 1925 and 1926 they are recorded at Gillen’s Siding, via Gin Gin working as a fettler.  In 1928 they are listed at Takura and he was a fettler.  From 1943-49 they were at Mt Perry and a miner and from 1954 to 1958 their residence was given as Heusman Street, Mt Perry working as a labourer.

The Brisbane branch of the Repatriation Commission requested a copy of his service records from Base Records and these were forwarded on 20 June, 1955.
In 1963 he was at Monduran and in 1968 they were at Maroondan, via Gin Gin.  By 1977 they were settled at 147 Barolin Street, Bundaberg where they remained.
Mrs May Crawford died aged 83 years on 28 February, 1984 with interment in the Bundaberg Lawn Cemetery.

James Melville Crawford passed away on 7 July, 1986 at Monto via Mt Perry, aged 91 years.  Cremation took place at Bundaberg Crematorium and his ashes were placed in his wife’s grave in the Bundaberg Lawn Cemetery within section L5A in grave no. 640. 


At least two of his brothers also served in WW1:
SAPPER THOMAS WILLIAM FRANK CRAWFORD

3281 – 1st Tunnelling Company

Paradise Creek via Boolboonda, Mt Perry was the birthplace of Thomas William Frank Crawford the third eldest son of Hugh Hales and Janet (nee Berrie) Crawford on 27 July, 1891.  
In 1913 his address was listed at Heusman Street, Mt Perry with the occupation of miner.  A year later he was at Boolboonda and still a miner. 
At the recruiting depot in Brisbane (1st Military District) on 18 February, 1916 the twenty-one-year-old single miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 170cms (5ft 7ins) tall, weighing 69kgs (152lbs) with a chest expansion of 87-92cms (34-36ins) and had a fresh complexion, grey eyes testing to good vision and brown hair.  Medical notes were slight varicocele (varicose veins in scrotum) and required dental treatment.  Religious faith was Church of England.  Next-of-kin nominated was his father Hugh Crawford of Boolboonda, Mt Perry Line via Bundaberg, Qld.  
The Oath of Enlistment was taken the same day.
Basic training commenced with the 11th Depot Battalion at Enoggera camp, Brisbane from February 19 until 22 March when he was allotted to the No. 4 Tunnelling Company.
The recruits forming part of the No. 4 Tunnelling Company embarked from Brisbane, Qld early in May, 1916 aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.

At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW on 10 May, 1916 they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   The rank of Sapper and the Regimental number 6923 in No. 4 Company was assigned to him.  

He participated in the Inspection of Troops which was reported in the:

The 7713-ton transport departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 
1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs. along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs departing the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight-day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin further training for the front at Perham Down’s camp.
Disciplinary action was taken while there as follows:




Offence:
AWL 4/8/16 TO 5/8/16




Award:

14 days C.B. [confined to barracks]




Forfeiture:
2 day’s pay   9/8/16

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 29 August, 1916 arriving at the 2nd Aust Divisional Base Depot the next day and on 30 September was taken on strength with the 1st Tunnelling Company in the field.

Further discipline was issued:




Offence:
While on Active Service AWL 1.30 p.m. 6.30 p.m. 16/10/16




Award:

7 days F.P. No. 2 [Field Punishment] by Capt. McBride 19/10/16

His service continued until admitted on 6 August, 1917 to the 50th Field Ambulance for dental treatment and returned to duty later that day.  
In trouble again the following was recorded:




Offence:
W.O.A.S. AWL 1 p.m. 10/10/17 to 1 p.m. 12/10/17




Award:

14 days F.P. No. 2 by C.O. 1 Tun. Co. 14/10/17



Total forfeiture:
17 day’s pay

He went sick on 24 November, 1917 to the 15th Aust Field Ambulance with a social disease and moved the next day to the 53rd Casualty Clearing Station.  A day later progressed to the 7th Convalescent Depot in Boulogne but three days later entered the 39th General Hospital in Havre for further treatment.  After forty-six days curative care was discharged on 8 January, 1918 to the Aust Infantry Base Depot in Rouelles and re-joined his unit from Base Details on January 13.

He was issued with Blue Chevrons to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.  Each blue Service Chevron denoted one year’s service from 1 January 1915.  

On 29 September, 1918 he went sick to the 11th Aust Field Ambulance with Urethritis (inflammation of urethra) then sent a day later to the 37th C.C.S. and on 2 October conveyed on Ambulance Train no.21 to Rouen and entered the 1st Stationary Hospital for further treatment.  On 5 October was admitted to the 39th General Hospital at Havre diagnosed with a social disease.
He was still a patient there when Peace was declared.  The Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of the area by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

After sixty-five days curative care he re-joined his unit on 29 November, 1918. 

Leave from France was granted and taken from 10 December returning to the Aust General Base Depot on December 31 and returned to duty with 1ATC from the Base Depot on 6 January, 1919.  Orders were received on 12 February, 1919 to report to the A.G.B.D. where they departed on February 24 crossing the English Channel and marched into the No. 3 camp at Parkhouse the next day.
He went sick on 1 March, 1919 to the Group Camp Hospital and re-joined his unit on March 9.

After demobilisation Sapper Crawford embarked for Australia on 20 April, 1919 on board H.T. Boonah.  Base Records advised his father on 22 May, 1919 that he was on his way home.  
The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 8 June, 1919 and the Queensland soldiers were transhipped to the troopship Sardinia for Sydney (2nd Military District).  
News of the arrangements for their arrival on June 11 was reported in the:

The Queenslanders left Sydney for overland travel to Brisbane by special train and their arrival was covered by the:


He returned to the welcome home in Bundaberg on June 17 which was reported in the:
Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st Military District) on 29 July, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.  For serving his country Sapper 3281 Thomas William Frank Crawford, 1st Tunnelling Company was issued the British War Medal (17050) and the Victory Medal (16653).

Later that year he was listed working as a miner at Boolboonda.

In 1922 he met with a tragic accident in Corinda, Brisbane which was reported in the:


After a week at home he and his fiancé returned to Brisbane with the news published in the:


A copy of his service was requested from Base Records by the Brisbane Branch of the Repatriation Commission and forwarded on 12 September, 1922.

The community of Mt Perry held a benefit to defray medical costs and the results were published in the:

Thomas married on 21 November, 1922 in the Presbyterian Church, Bundaberg to Blanche Rose Dunn and their wedding was covered by the:


In 1925 they were at Many Peaks where he worked as a miner and in 1932 were listed at Mungungo, Kalpowar with the same occupation.  

The Repatriation branch in Brisbane requested further copies of his service which were sent on 10 March, 1931.

Thomas William Frank Crawford died from a self-inflicted gunshot wound on 23 February, 1933 at Mt Perry aged 41 years.

A brief report on the incident was published in the:

Burial took place in section B01 of the Mt Perry Cemetery within grave no. 476.


SAPPER GEORGE CRAWFORD
5510 – 1st Tunnelling Company

George Crawford was born on 17 April 1886 in Queensland.

He signed the ‘Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad’, and the Oath to ‘well and truly serve’, on 18 March 1916 at Brisbane, stating he was born at Yengarie, Queensland and was a Miner by occupation.  He recorded his postal address as Mount Shamrock, Bayndal Line, Queensland.
(Yengarie about 10 kilometres West of Maryborough) 

A medical examination the same day recorded that he was 28 years of age and had no distinctive marks.  He stood 5ft 4½ins tall and weighed 144 pounds.  He was of medium complexion with hazel eyes and dark hair.  He was of the Methodist faith.
He named as his Next-of-Kin his mother, Mrs Jessie Crawford of Boolboonda, Mt. Perry Line, Queensland.

Training began at the 11th Depot Battalion on 6 April 1916.  On 29 May he was appointed to the Mining Corps and on 29 June to the Miners Reinforcements at their training camp in Seymour, Victoria.

516 Tunnellers Reinforcements departed Melbourne, Victoria on October 25, 1916 at 1.30pm aboard the transport HMAT A38 Ulysses, George Crawford being one of them.  
The Australian coastline disappeared from view on October 30, 1916 with the port of Durban reached at 11.30am on November 13, 1916.  They felt the effects of the wind going around the Cape and arrived at Cape Town at 7am on November 19.  Freetown in Sierra Leone was the next port of call where they arrived on 29 November.  Their departure was delayed until December 14, 1916 as it was not safe to proceed further.  
Ulysses arrived at Plymouth, England on December 28, 1916, after 65 days at sea, with the troops disembarking at 1.30pm and entraining for Tidworth.

5798 Sapper George Oxman, (later of the 3rd Australian Tunnelling Company) recorded the voyage in his Diary:

Dec 5.

It took 1½ hours to take 1000 men ashore for the afternoon.  We have to pay 6d each for the loan of the punts.  We were fastened with ropes with one punt to the other coming back, the rope broke and we were drifting out pretty quick but the tug boat soon had us back again.  Not too clean of a place.  The women stand in a stream and wet their clothes they are washing and place them on a flat stone and then belt into them with a flat piece of wood like a bat. 

Dec 9.

Had to get some coal and fresh water. The officers went ashore to buy some fruit to sell to us they wouldn’t let us buy off the natives so when they came back with the fruit - none of us would buy it off them.

Dec13. 
29 Big boats in here now.

Dec 14.
Left for England with four other transport auxiliary cruiser escorting us.

Dec 25.
On the sea between Gibraltar and England it has been very foggy.  We had roast pork for Christmas dinner and some baked scones.  They were as hard as rock.

Dec 26.
Very foggy torpedo boats came to escort us in the rest of the way.  Got our kit bags out of the holds.

Dec 28.
We had nothing to eat from 7.30am to 3.30pm.  We had to buy some cakes during the last week on the boat.  We held the Dead March on a roast they gave us (250 of us) for our dinner.  We marched up to the top deck with it, all the rest of the men were watching us and laughing.  We got roared up a bit after it but we didn’t care.  
Got on the train at 4pm.  Got to Perham Downs camp at 11pm.  Nothing to eat from the military until 8 or 9 the next morning.  Then we had two tablespoons of boiled salmon and spuds and a mug of tea.  Mud from 1-6 inches deep.

He proceeded overseas to France on 29 January 1917 and marched in to the Australian General Base Depot (AGBD) the same day.  He was transferred to 1ATC and was taken on strength of that unit on 6 February 1917.

George reported sick on 7 September and was treated at the 98th Field Ambulance for dental caries, re-joining his unit the next day.
He was issued Blue Chevrons to wear on his uniform.  Each blue Service Chevron denoted one year’s service from 1 January 1915.  A red Chevron denoted service before 31 December 1914. 

George enjoyed some leave from 10 September 1918, re-joining his unit on 26 September.
He again reported sick on 23 November 1918 and was admitted to the 37th Casualty Clearing Station for treatment of Synovitis
of the knee (tissue lining lubricates certain joints during movement becomes inflamed).  
He was transferred by Ambulance Train 20 to the 4th General Hospital, Rouen, on 26 November and then to No.6 Convalescent Depot on 12 December 1918.  He was transferred to the 3rd M.B. Depot, Etaples, on 30 December and marched out to the AGBD at Havre on 2 January 1919.

On 17 February 1919 he was admitted to the 52nd Stationary Hospital, Havre with Mumps.  He was discharged to duty on 7 March and marched in to the Australian Infantry Base Depot (AIBD) the same day.  
He marched out to England on 23 March and marched in to No.2 Command Depot, Weymouth, the next day.
George left London on 10 April 1919 on board Medic as an invalid for return to Australia, disembarking at Brisbane on 31 May 1919.
He was discharged from the A.I.F. in Brisbane on 11 July 1919.  Although not recorded on his documents, he would have been entitled to wear the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.
In September 1938 his Service and Medical records were provided to the Repatriation Commission, Brisbane.
The Electoral Roll of 1954 records George Crawford as a Miner living at 73 Pembroke, Cooparoo, Queensland.  
George Crawford died on 30 April 1954, at Brisbane.

The Crawford brothers all served with 1ATC until their return to Australia 1919.  In that period they would have worked at Hill 60 in the preparations for the Battle of Messines Ridge, and most likely worked on the digging of the Catacombs at Hill 63.  Two of the brothers may have been involved with the Easter Raid of April 1917 and the accidental explosion of 25 April 1917 which killed 10 members of the unit.  

The brothers may have also been involved with operations on the Hindenberg Line in September 1918 when 20 members of 1 & 2ATCs where decorated and they may also have worked on the construction of the Hooge Crater dugouts.


The fourth soldier son of ‘Mr and Mrs Hugh Crawford, of Boolboonda’, mentioned in the Bundaberg Mail Friday October 27, 1922 article is yet to be identified. 
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Bundaberg Mail and Burnett Advertiser Friday April 7, 1916:


RECRUITING ITEMS


The Recruiting Officer (Lieut. J.S. Murray) reports that the following four volunteers were accepted for active service yesterday: —J.A. Landsberg (Miriam Vale), A.H. Churchward (Colosseum), M. Hawley and J.M. Crawford (Mt Perry), F.A. Baker, who enlisted on Wednesday, is from Bundaberg, and W. Duggan is from Fairymead.  The following left for Brisbane yesterday: —W. Hopton, (North Bundaberg), W. Duggall (Fairymead), M. Hawley and J.W. Crawford (Mt Perry). 





Queenslander (Brisbane) Saturday April 27, 1918:


ROLL OF HONOUR – 392nd LIST


ILL


Spr. James Melville Crawford, Boolboonda.						Article abridged





Daily Standard (Brisbane) Wednesday July 9, 1919:


RETURNING SOLDIERS – PER H.T. AENEAS


The following have been listed for return to Australia, and are actually en route from abroad.  No further information can be supplied, excepting the approximate time of arrival, which will be published in the press before disembarkation.     Spr. J.M. Crawford, 1st Tunn, Co. Bundaberg.			Article abridged





The Age Monday July 14, 1919:


TROOPS PER AENEAS LANDED


Though timed to land at Port Melbourne at 2 p.m. on Saturday, troops arriving by the transport Aeneas, to the number of 300, reached the pier a little earlier, and by 2.20 p.m. the first of the men were at Sturt-street undergoing medical examination.  The usual welcome by Brigadier-General Brand, State Commandant, and advice on how to proceed, by Captain E.M. Wright, were tendered to the soldiers on landing, and they were given a hearty welcome in the streets of the metropolis and by relatives and friends at the “finalisations” depot.  The Aeneas carried troops for New South Wales and Queensland, who were sent on special trains to their respective States immediately upon quitting the transport.





Sydney Morning Herald Saturday July 12, 1919:


ARRIVING TOMORROW


SOLDIERS BY THE AENEAS


The soldiers by the Aeneas will arrive from Melbourne by three special trains tomorrow morning.  Friends and relatives who have tickets marked Aeneas from the staff officer for invalids will be admitted to the Anzac Buffet at 9 a.m.  The Queenslanders will leave for Brisbane by special train at 10.12a.m.            Article abridged





Maryborough Chronicle, Wide Bay and Burnett Advertiser Thursday July 19, 1919:


THE COMMONWEALTH – RETURNING TROOPS


(By Telegraph)


Brisbane, July 9.


Amongst the troops due shortly by the transport Aeneas are the following:


	Sapper J.M. Crawford, Bundaberg.


	Sapper W. Potman, Maryborough.


Sapper P.M. Robertson, Bundaberg.








Bundaberg Mail Wednesday June 15, 1921:


A DISLOCATED SHOULDER


Mr James Crawford, of Boolboonda, who was employed at Rosslyn, met with a most painful accident, resulting in a dislocated shoulder.  With the grit and pluck natural to Queenslanders he mounted his horse and rode 46 miles to catch the Mt Perry train to obtain medical aid.





Bundaberg Mail Friday August 1, 1924:


PERSONAL


Mr and Mrs Jas. Crawford, Gillen’s Siding, who have been visiting Bundaberg return home this morning.





Their grave in Bundaberg Lawn Cemetery, Qld


Photo sourced from Find-a-Grave website contributor Grant Nelson





Sydney Morning Herald Monday May 22, 1916:


THE TROOPS – INSPECTION AT MOORE PARK


In the presence of a crowd of 10,000 people the District Commandant, Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D., held an inspection of troops at Moore Park, on Saturday afternoon.  The troops consisted of Field Artillery, Tunnelling Section (including Queenslanders), under Major Vincent; Infantry, under Lieutenant Owen Gibbs, under Captain Brosnan, the whole parade being under the command of Major Holman, D.S.O.





Prior to arrival of the commandant and his staff, the men were drawn up in columns of companies on the Dowling-street side of the ground, facing the tramline.  The bands of Liverpool Headquarters and the Engineers played selections of music.





Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D. made a close inspection of the lines.  Returning to the saluting base the Commandant took the salute as the various units marched past in columns of companies, and again as they returned headed by the band in columns of fours.





One company had with it a small kangaroo as a mascot.  The animal was held on a ribbon, but when it drew level with the saluting base it bobbed up and down as if anxious to do its share in the saluting lines as its male friends were doing.  Its antics were so ludicrous that the crowd roared.





At the conclusion of the inspection the men were marched across to the Royal Agricultural Ground, where they were provided with temporary quarters. 				Article abridged





Sydney Morning Herald Tuesday 10 June, 1919:





DISEMBARKING TOMORROW


The troopship China, which is expected tomorrow morning, is carrying in addition to her own troops, the New South Wales soldiers by the Boonah, who were transhipped at Melbourne.


Relations and friends who have the tickets marked China or Boonah will be admitted to the Anzac Buffet at 9.30 a.m.  The Queenslanders will not disembark.


Cars numbers on the Red Cross Register from 321 to 461 are required to be at No. 1 Wharf at Woolloomooloo at 9.30 a.m. 





The Brisbane Courier Saturday June 14, 1919:





FURTHER ARRIVALS TODAY – SARDINIA AND BOONAH CONTINGENTS


Soldiers who returned on the Sardinia and Boonah are expected to arrive by special train from Sydney to-day at 5.40 p.m., at Platform No. 5, Central Station.  Two passes only will be issued by the military authorities to enable the next of kin (as laid down by the soldier) to gain access to the railway platform upon arrival of the train.  Next of kin are requested to call for their platform tickets at the Staff Office for Returned Soldiers, Victoria Barracks. Only those motor cars authorised by the Defence Department, through the Returned Soldiers’ Transport Corps, will be allowed within the enclosure.  Relatives and friends of members of the Australian Imperial Force will not be allowed in these cars.





Bundaberg Mail Wednesday June 18, 1919:





SOLDIERS WELCOMED


The following soldiers returned home yesterday from active service abroad and were welcomed by Messrs L.H. Maynard and E.T. Amos, on behalf of the Reception Committee: Pte A.M. Yeusch, 49th Battalion, Gin Gin; Pte S.J. Monaghan, 4th Railway Despatch Rider, Maryborough street; Pte W.J. Walsh, 49th Battalion, Mt Perry; Pte C.C. Wegett, 20th A.P.C., Gooburrum; Pte J. Wiseman, Mt Perry; Pte R.L. Bireldey, 52nd Battalion, Mt Perry; Sapper T.W. Crawford, Tunnellers’ Corps, Mt Perry; Sapper G. Quadrio, 1st Tunnelling Corps, Mt Perry, Pte R. Gilbert, Bundaberg.





Bundaberg Mail Monday May 22, 1922:


ACCIDENT TO MR T. CRAWFORD


A considerable amount of painful sympathy was expressed in the district on Saturday when it became known that the victim of the Corinda railway accident was Mr Thomas Crawford, third son of Mr and Mrs Hugh Crawford of Boolboonda.  Mr Crawford was on a visit to his uncle and aunt, Mr and Mrs Berry of Corinda, near Brisbane.  Accompanied by his aunt he was on the platform early on Thursday afternoon with a view to boarding the train from Ipswich to Brisbane, and, as the train approached, he slipped and fell beneath the engine, receiving such severe injuries that it was found necessary to amputate the left leg and for a time his condition was regarded as critical. 									


His mother on being apprised of the sad occurrence came down by the earliest train and on Saturday, accompanied by Miss Butler of West Bundaberg, proceeded to Brisbane.  Mr T. Crawford, who is 30 years of age, recently became engaged to Miss Dunne of Mt Perry.  He, with his two brothers, served through the Great War with the A.I.F. 





Bundaberg Mail Monday September 4, 1922:


PERSONAL


Mr T. Crawford, after spending a week at his home in Boolboonda, returns to Brisbane this morning.


Miss Blanch Dunn, Mt Perry, who spent the week-end in town, returned home this morning.





Bundaberg Mail Friday October 27, 1922:


A MT PERRY BENEFIT


It will be remembered that some time back Mr T. Crawford, one of the four soldier sons of Mr and Mrs Hugh Crawford, of Boolboonda, when on a visit to Brisbane had the misfortune to be run over by a railway engine, as a result of which it was necessary to amputate a foot.  He has since made a fine recovery and will replace the lost limb with an artificial one.  To assist him the residents of Mr Perry, where the young man is very popular, inaugurated a concert for a benefit on his behalf, the movement being actively carried out by Messrs H. Brock, J.T. Amos, J. Maguire and others, and was heartily supported by the public, with the result that he has received a sum of £11/4/5.  Mr Wardle, proprietor of the local Picture Show, further aided in the generous movement by providing a [blurred word], which added a further sum of £4/1/2, the united amounts providing a welcome assistance to the young soldier in undertaking the heavy expense he has been put to.  In a letter we yesterday received from Mr Crawford, whose address is 176 Valetta Petrie Terrace, Brisbane, he expresses his fervent appreciation of the kindly and unexpected action of his friends at Mt Perry.





Bundaberg Mail Friday November 24, 1922:


PERSONAL


A wedding of considerable interest to residents of Mt Perry and Boolboonda districts was celebrated at the Presbyterian Church Bundaberg, on Tuesday afternoon by the Rev. H.S. Ryan, in the presence of a large number of relatives and old friends, the contracting parties being Mr Thomas Crawford, late of the A.I.F., third eldest son of Mr and Mrs Hugh Crawford, Boolboonda, and Miss Blanche Dunn, eldest daughter of Mr and Mrs William Dunn of Mt Perry.  The bride, who in the unavoidable absence of her father was given away by Mr W. Crawford, looked very charming. 									Contd.





Continues 


The bridesmaids were the Misses Hazel and Madge Dunn, sisters of the bride, and Miss Berrie, niece of the bridegroom, while Mr Archie Dunn was best man.  The happy couple, who were showered with confetti, were the recipients of many valuable presents.  


After the ceremony they were photographed at the Elite Studio.  The car arrangements were in the hands of Messrs J.C. Lette and A. Radcliffe, former comrades in arms of the bridegroom.  Mr and Mrs Crawford left for the South by the evening mail train, amid the hearty congratulations of a host of friends.





Brisbane Courier Friday February 24, 1933:


MT PERRY TRAGEDY – BULLET WOUND IN HEAD


MT PERRY, February 23.


A shooting tragedy occurred here this morning, the victim being Thomas Crawford, aged 40 years, who has been a resident of the town since boyhood.  Deceased, who was a returned soldier had lost a leg on active service, and recently paid a visit to Brisbane for the purposes of having an artificial limb fitted.  Since he returned home, he had been strange in his demeanour.  This morning he appeared to be in a good humour, and had morning tea with his wife and his mother.  He then entered the bathroom and shortly afterwards a shot was heard.  Members of the family entered the room, and Crawford was found lying on the floor, dead, with a bullet wound in his head.  A rifle was on the floor beside the body.  He is survived by his widow and two small children.





His grave and plaque in Mt Perry Cemetery, Qld


Photos sourced from Find-a-Grave website contributor Richie Wright





Sunday Mail, Queensland - 2 May 1954: 


FUNERAL


CRAWFORD.— The Relatives and Friends of the late George Crawford, of 73 Pembroke Road, Coorparoo, are invited to attend his Funeral, to leave the Parlour, 537 Stanley Street, at 10 o'clock, To-morrow (Monday) for Mt. Thompson Crematorium.


BRISBANE UNDERTAKERS PTY.,


GEO. HARTNETT, Funeral Director.





The Australian war photographer Captain Frank Hurley visited the Hooge Crater dugouts three days before the Battle of Menin Road and described the conditions he found:


	


It is a wretched job as they are working 25 feet below the surface level and most of the time knee deep in mud, which they jocularly term ‘hero juice’ on account of it percolating through tiers and tiers of buried corpses.  Most of the men are miners and they are applying their knowledge to supreme advantage whilst the Boche shells whiz and burst around them.


Damien Finlayson ‘Crumps and Camouflets’, page 241








