SAPPER FREDERICK JAMES CRAM

1347 – Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company

Frederick James Cram was born in the first quarter of 1878 at Dinas Powis, Cardiff, Wales the son of Thomas and Jessie Cram.  In 1881 his family was comprised of Thomas (41) house painter, Jessie (40), Thomas S. (15), Elizabeth A. (13), Ernest (12), Jessie (10), Robert O. (8), Rhoda H. (6), Rachel M. (5), Charles D. (4), Frederick J. (3) and Florence E.G. (1).

Twenty years later in 1901 they were still residents of Cardiff and living there were Thomas (62) painter, Jessie (62), Rhoda E. (26), Eunice (20) school teacher, Edith (19) servant, Robert O. (28) vaccination officer, Frederick J. (23) painter.

Citizens of the household early in 1911 were Thomas (71) retired decorator/pensioner, Jessie (70), Elizabeth Ann Morthold (43 daughter), Haidee (7 granddaughter) and Frederick J. (33) master painter.  Their residence was Highwalls, Dinas Powis, Cardiff.

Shortly after at thirty-three years of age Frederick J. Cram sailed for Australia from London as a 3rd Class Saloon passenger on the steamer Orontes.  The ship docked in Brisbane, Qld on May 22, 1911 and he disembarked in Sydney, NSW on May 25. 

Four years later at the recruiting depot at Moree, NSW on August 21, 1915 he applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation Forms describe the painter as thirty-seven years old, 165cms (5ft 5ins) tall and weighing 60.9kgs (134lbs) with a chest measurement of 87cms (34ins).  Complexion was fair with blue eyes and brown hair.  A distinctive mark was a grey patch of hair on the top of his head and a medical notation stated he had been vaccinated on August 21.  Welsh Presbyterian was his religious denomination.  Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Mrs Jessie Cram, Dinas Powis, Cardiff, Wales.  He was sworn in ten days later on August 31, 1915.

Basic training commenced as a Private with the 9th Reinforcement to the 18th Battalion until January 7, 1916 then transferred to the 1st Reinforcements to the Mining Corps.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 1347.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

Disciplinary action was administered for the following on June 13, 1916:



Offence:

Hazebrouck 12/6/16 Drunkenness



Award:


Fined 10/-

Sapper Cram was taken on strength with the Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company on October 7, 1916.

He went sick to the 3rd Canadian Field Ambulance on January 27, 1917 with P.U.O. (Pyrexia (Fever) of Uncertain Origin) and returned to duty on February 2.

On June 11, 1916 he entered the 15th Casualty Clearing Station with debility and was transferred on A.T.31 to the 1st Canadian General Hospital four days later at Etaples.  Convalescence took place at No. 6 Convalescent Depot on June 23 and sent to Base Details ‘A’ on June 25, 1917 at Rouelles.  He rejoined his unit on July 7.

Service continued and was issued with Blue Chevrons to wear on his uniform for twelve months service abroad.

Leave was granted and he proceeded on February 26 and rejoined on March 12, 1918.

On October 25, 1918 he entered the 2/2 London Field Ambulance with a social disease and transferred to the 4th Canadian C.C.S. but the next day was sent to the 7th General Hospital at Wimereux.  He was there when Peace was declared and three days later moved to the 39th General Hospital at Havre and admitted on November 15, 1918.  After 57 days of curative care returned to the A.G.B.D. at Rouelles on December 20 and marched out to his unit on January 2, 1919.

He went sick on January 29, 1919 to the 50th C.C.S. then conveyed on February 4 on A.T.19 to the 2nd Aust General Hospital with Bronchitis and Neurasthenia (nervous condition, constantly worried to the point of exhaustion). Five days later left Boulogne for England on the hospital ship Jan Breydal and admitted to the 1st London General Hospital at Camberwell with Bronchitis and Neurasthenia.

On February 20, 1919 was sent to the 3rd Auxiliary Hospital at Dartford then discharged to furlough on February 26 and report back on March 12 to the No. 1 Command Depot.

Headquarters administered the following action on March 19, 1919 as follows:



Offence:
London 12/3/19 A.W.L. from 10 a.m. 12/3/19 till 10 a.m. 19/3/19



Award:

Forfeits 7 day’s pay by Major C.H. Howard   19/3/19


Total forfeiture:
14 day’s pay

An Orderly Room Report on March 20 stated: 

‘Due to report to these Headquarters 12/3/19.  Advised A.W.L. dealt with by Ord. Room and sent to No. 2 Command Depot, Weymouth.’

Arrangements had been made by Headquarters to return to Australia on the transport Shropshire but on March 25, 1919 he went sick to hospital then marched out for No. 1 Camp at Parkhouse on March 29, 1919.

He left the Training Depot at Parkhouse on June 20 for the No. 3 Group camp at Codford to await his voyage home.  

After demobilisation Sapper Cram embarked on July 20, 1919 on the transport H.T. Valencia for the journey to Australia.   The ship docked in Sydney, NSW (2nd M.D.) on September 14, 1919.  A small welcome write-up on their arrival appeared in:
 

Military Discharge was issued on December 19, 1919 in Sydney (2nd M.D.) as medically unfit.

Sapper 1347 Frederick James Cram, Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company was issued with the British War Medal (34119) and the Victory Medal (33685) for service for his country.

In 1930 his residence was Gidley Street, West Tamworth, NSW where he worked as a painter. 

The honorary Secretary of the Returned Sailors and Soldiers Imperial League of Aust from the Sub-branch in Tamworth, NSW wrote to Base Records on his behalf on September 8, 1935 enclosing a Statutory Declaration requesting a replacement of his Certificate of Discharge and enclosed a postal note to the value of 25cents (2/6d).  He also wished to replace his two Discharge Badges and two medals and requested replacement charges of same if required.  Cram declared that ‘in the fire that partially destroyed Moree in 1922 my Certificate of Discharge, my discharge (Gilt) Badge, Silver Badge (with brooch back) and Bronze Service Medal and Silver King’s Medal were destroyed in the fire.’  

Base Records replied on September 10, 1935 stating that a Statement of Service would be issued free of charge in the terms of the enclosed circular.  The money forwarded would be held pending further communication.

On December 18, 1935 Base Records wrote again stating that no reply had been received whether Mr Cram was desirous to still receive the Statement of Service and intention to replace his Badges and Medals.  The money forwarded could be remitted if he deferred his request.  

The Secretary of the R.S.S.A.I.L.A. replied on December 20, 1935 that he was unable to get in touch with this man and would advise after the holidays what to do about this matter.

His address in 1937 was listed as 224 Peel Street, West Tamworth, NSW with painter still his occupation.

Frederick James Cram died in 1938 aged 60 years and his death was registered in Tamworth, NSW.

Statements of Service were issued to the Repatriation Commission in Sydney, NSW on August 19, 1938 and on January 16, 1939.

Frederick J. Cram was a member of the (Alphabet Company) Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company and Tunnellers’ Anzac Day Reunion and his name and address is listed in their Roll Registers for newsletters of their annual function after the Anzac Day march in Sydney, NSW.


  1928

107 Peel Street, Tamworth


  1934

109 Peel Street, Tamworth 
         changed to 224 Peel Street, Tamworth
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The Sydney Morning Herald Tuesday September 16, 1919:


RETURNED SOLDIERS


ARRIVAL OF THE VALENCIA


At the Anzac Buffet yesterday an enthusiastic welcome awaited the men who returned by the troopship Valencia.  Disembarking at Woolloomooloo, the men were brought to the buffet in Red Cross motor cars.  The contingent numbered 15 officers, one member of the nursing service, and 222 other ranks.








