SAPPER HUDSON COX
6922 – 2nd Tunnelling Company
Hudson Cox was born at Pine Mountain near Brassall, Ipswich, Queensland on 7 February, 1885 the son of Alexander and Elizabeth (Eliza) (nee Thornton) Cox.  He was partially educated at the Ipswich school and the family moved to Brisbane.

The following occurred there and reported in the:
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His mother stated he was trained in bicycle shop work.  In 1913 he was residing at Ithaca Street, Normandy Hill, Brisbane and worked as a labourer.  She stated he worked for the Government surveying.
At the recruiting depot in Adelaide Street, Brisbane (1st Military District) on 26th April, 1916 the thirty-one-year-old surveyor’s labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad.  Attestation forms describe him as 164cms (5ft 4¾ ins), weighing 54kgs (119lbs) with a chest expansion of 88-90cms (34¾-35½ins) and had a medium complexion with fair sight in his grey eyes and had brown hair.  Distinctive marks were scars under his chin and upper lip.  Methodist was his religion.  Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Mrs Elizabeth Cox of Fraser Street, Ashgrove, Brisbane.  He signed and took the Oath of Allegiance the same day.  He appears to have returned to Woodford to finalise his commitments and reported to Enoggera Barracks on 9 May, 1916.
At Fraser Hill camp, Enoggera Barracks, Brisbane he re-attested on 9 May, 1916 having enlisted at Woodford on 1 May, 1916. and assigned to L Company, 11th Depot Battalion the same day.  There he went before the medical officer and his statement of case reads:

Disability or disease:
Gonorrhoea 


Date of disease:
Today.  Inoculation a week ago


Place of disease:
Brisbane


Cause of disease:
Direct infection


Condition:

Acute urethritis 


Result of service:
No


Aggravated by:
Misconduct, yes


Probable duration:
6 weeks


Recommendation:
Discharge till cured


Board’s opinion:
The Board concurs in toto and finds the case as stated.  The Board





recommends that he be discharged as medically unfit, with permission





to re-enlist three months after cure.          Enoggera 9/5/16


Approved:

Brisbane 24/5/16


Notes:


Arrived in from Woodford to Enoggera 9/5/16.  Condition prior to





enlistment.  Discharged 9/5/16


At the recruiting depot in Roma, Qld on 23 October, 1916 the thirty-one-year-old labourer applied to re-enlist for active service giving his address as Post Office, Roma and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Personal particulars taken show he was 175cms (5ft 8⅝ins) tall with a chest measurement of 94cms (37ins).  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.  Forms of Attestation were completed and describe him further weighing 57kgs (126lbs) with a dark complexion, grey eyes and auburn hair.  
He stated he had served one day with the A.I.F. due to medical unfitness.  Presbyterian was his religion.  Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Mrs Elizabeth Cox of Fraser Street, Ashgrove and later Arthur Terrace, Red Hill, Brisbane.  The Oath of Enlistment was then signed and taken.
Acknowledgment to the new recruits was published in the:

[image: image2.jpg]



Basic training commenced on 23 November, 1916 with the 11th Depot Battalion to December 30 then allotted to the Miners’ Depot (1st M.D.) until 31 January, 1917 and during this time took final home leave.  On 3 February was sent to their training camp at Seymour, Victoria for further instruction and placed with the February 1917 Reinforcements.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 6922.  Military authorities noted his Will had been lodged with his mother Mrs Elizabeth Cox, Fraser Street, Ashgrove.

The transport HMAT A9 Shropshire embarked from Melbourne, Vic on May 11, 1917 with 168 members of the February Reinforcements on board.  Sapper Cox left Australian waters from Fremantle harbour and after crossing the Indian Ocean the ship docked at Durban, South Africa.  Next Port-of-call was Capetown to refuel about June 21, followed by another stopover at an unrecorded harbour would have completed the trip-sheet. After being at sea for 70 days the voyage terminated at Plymouth, England on July 19, 1917.  The three officers and 165 other ranks were detrained to Tidworth while two were hospitalised at Plymouth and the remainder marched into Nos 1 and 3 Details Camps at Parkhouse for further training for the front.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 18 August, 1917 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles the next day.  On 2 September was attached to the 2nd Tunnelling Company who were working in the sand dunes at Nieuport Bains near St Idesbalde on the Belgian coast to the extreme of the British line.
The Unit Diary of the 2nd Tunnelling Company recorded the following on their arrival:

“2/9/17

Marched into camp Reinforcements 61 O.R.s from Australian General Base Depot, Havre.”
The Company had transferred to the Cambrai Sector remaining until 16 November, 1917 then moved to Ytres and duties were working on road repairs, filling in craters and creating dugouts for artillery and brigade headquarters.

Sapper went sick on 12 December, 1917 to the 1 /6 London Field Ambulance and moved to the 29th Casualty Clearing Station suffering bronchitis where he died on 13 December, 1917 of the disease aged 32 years.  Burial took place in Grevillers British Cemetery by Rev. R. Holme who was attached to the 20th C.C.S.
Authorities abroad advised the 1st Military District on 22 December, 1917 that it was reported soldier had died but cause was not stated.  Confirmation of the cable was returned on December 28.  A copy of his service records was made for the Pension Department.  An investigation at the 29th Casualty Clearing Station later revealed it was bronchitis and news cabled on 8 January, 1918.   The A.A.L. Pensions were advised on 15 January of this casualty.

The Field Service Report was issued at the Australian Section, 3rd Echelon, G.H.Q. British Expeditionary Forces on 16 January, 1918.

His name appeared in the 380th Casualty List published in the:
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His widowed mother was issued with a Military Pension (under ruling 34) of £2 per fortnight from 22 February, 1918 to her address at Frasers Street, Ashgrove.

He had no personal effects in his kit but at the Kit Store in Hammersmith, London the following Inventory showed effects stored there and sent back to his next-of-kin on 8 April, 1918 on the transport Baranbah.


Property: Shirt, 3 brushes, ship’s discharges, chain, 1 pair braces, playing cards, purse, 


Gift-tin, 2 notebooks, military ribands, Interpreter. 

The location of his Will was reported to the 1st Military District on 23 April, 1918.
The Public Curator’s Office, Elizabeth Street, Brisbane wrote to Base Records on 17 May, 1918 requesting a Certificate of Death of the late soldier who they understood died on 13 December, 1917.  The Certificate was prepared on 22 May, 1918 and posted to them. 
Base Records wrote on 22 May, 1918 to Mrs Cox referring to the regrettable loss of her son and were now in receipt of advice which showed he died at the 29th Casualty Clearing Station, Grevillers, France on 13/12/17, of bronchitis, and was buried the next day near Grevillers the site being recorded as Sheet 57 C.H.26c.44.  The Rev. Holme conducted the service.  These additional details were furnished by direction, it being the policy of the Department to forward all information received in connection deaths of members of the Aust Imperial Forces.

Further personal effects were dispatched to Base Records for distribution to next-of-kin on 21 June, 1918 on the transport Barunga.  The Inventory with the package contained:

Property: Letters, Photos, Cards, Pipe, Badges, Pouch, 2 knives, silk handkerchief & notebook.
Business in connection with his Estate was advertised in the:
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The District Paymaster, 1st Military District, Victoria Barracks requested on 10 September, 1918 a Certificate of Death for the deceased soldier.  This was forwarded on September, 19 by Base Records.
The Paymaster at Victoria Barracks also forwarded on 12 October, 1918 to Base Records a certified copy of his Will received from the Public Curator, Brisbane who was administering the Estate.  A copy of his Will was placed in his file on 22 October, 1918 in which he bequeathed all of his Estate to his mother Mrs Elizabeth Cox but if she predeceased him his sister Agnes Allen was next beneficiary.  
Will was dated 13 January, 1917.

On the first anniversary of his demise the following notices were placed in the:


A copy of the Circular and Booklet re graves was sent to his mother on 1 December, 1919 with a final notice going out on 6 February, 1922.

The following was placed on the second anniversary of his death in the:


His mother was issued with photographs of his grave on 27 March, 1920.

For his supreme sacrifice Sapper 6922 Hudson Cox, 2nd Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (58892) and the Victory Medal (57853) in service for his country.

His War Medal was issued to the Commandant 1st Military District on 17 June, 1921 for distribution to his mother as at a suitable time.

The pamphlet Where the Australians’ Rest was sent 21 June, 1921 along with the Memorial Scroll (339582) on June 25 to his mother.  She receipted delivery of the Scroll on 6 July, 1921.
An Honour Roll for the Engineers was proposed with details appearing in the:

The Memorial Plaque (339852) was also sent to his mother on 19 October, 1922.

The Victory Medal was sent by registered post (2368) on 25 May, 1923.

His mother continued to place tributes to her late son until her death in 1926.


In the commemorative area of the Aust War Memorial, Canberra his name appears on panel 26.
His grave is located in plot 10 of the Grevillers British Cemetery, Picardie, France withing row B in grave no. 14.


LEST WE FORGET
© Donna Baldey 2023

www.tunnellers.net
Week (Brisbane) Friday May 29, 1896:


THROWN FROM HIS HORSE


A youth named Hudson Cox, 11 years of age, son of Mr A. Cox, of Quarry-street, was admitted in the morning.  He had paid a visit to his aunt at Kholo on Sunday, and mounted a horse, from which he was subsequently thrown, sustaining slight concussion of the brain and contusion about the head and face.  Dr Robertson called in on Sunday, and attended to the sufferer, who, however, remained delirious all night.  He is now progressing favourably towards recovery.





Western Star and Roma Advertiser Saturday November 11, 1916:


VOLUNTEER FORCES


Following is a list of volunteers at Roma from 9th October to 8th Nov.—Hudson Cox	Article abridged





Telegraph Monday January 21, 1918:


ROLL OF HONOUR – 109 QUEENSLANDERS


Casualty list No. 380 released by the censor this morning.


DIED OF ILLNESS


Spr. Hudson Cox, Ashgrove 13/12/17 p.r. died, cause not stated.				Article abridged





Telegraph Saturday June 22, 1918:


STATUTORY NOTICE TO CREDITORS


Re HUDSON COX, late of Ashgrove, near Brisbane, in the State of Queensland, deceased.


Notice is hereby given that all Creditors and other persons having Claims against the Estate of the abovenamed Hudson Cox, late of Ashgrove, near Brisbane, in the state of Queensland, are hereby required to send their Claims to the Public Curator, Brisbane on or before the twentieth day of August, 118.  And that after expiration of the last-mentioned date the Public Curator will proceed to distribute the assets of the said deceased amongst the parties entitled thereto, having regard only to the Claims of which he shall then have had notice.


Dated this 11th day of June, 1918.


R.J.S. BARNETT, Official Solicitor to the Public Curator, Brisbane.





Daily Mail Friday December 13, 1918:


IN MEMORIAM


COX—In loving memory of my dear son, Sapper Hudson Cox, who gave his life for his country at Grevelliers, December 13, 1917.


	They miss him most who loved his best.


Interred by his mother.


COX—In proud and loving memory of my brother, Hudson, who died at Grevelliers, December 13, 1917.


	He thought it worth while


	And I “dinna forget.”


Inserted by his sister, Aggie Allan.


COX—To the memory of our dear brother, Hudson who gave his life for those beloved, on December 13, 1917, at Grevelliers, France.


Inserted by his brothers, Tom Cox and Private William Cox.


COX—In respectful memory of my comrade and brother-in-law, Sapper Hudson Cox, who died at Grevelliers, on December 13, 1917


Inserted by Sapper W.A. Allan.





Queensland Times (Ipswich) Friday December 13, 1918:





ROLL OF HONOUR


COX—In loving memory of my dear son, Sapper Hudson Cox, 2nd Tunnelling Company, who died in the country’s service, in France, on December 13, 1917, aged 32 years 9 months.


	I know, I know!


	The ceaseless ache, the emptiness, the woe, the pang of loss,


	The strength that sinks beneath as sore a cross.


	Heedless and careless, still the world goes on


	And leaves me broken; Oh my son!, my son!


Inserted by his loving mother, E. Cox, Brisbane.





Daily Mail Saturday December 13, 1919:


IN MEMORIAM


COX—In memory of Sapper Hudson Cox, who died at Grevilliers, France, December 13, 1917.


Inserted by his Mother, Sister and Brothers.





The Sydney Morning Herald - Saturday 23 July 1921:


ENGINEERS' ROLL OF HONOUR


The Royal Engineer War Memorial Committee are arranging to deposit a roll of honour of all ranks of the Royal Engineers whose names were officially published as killed in action or died of wounds or disease in the war in the chapel of St. Paul's Cathedral, and the Engineer corps of the dominions, colonial, and Indian armies have been invited to deposit similar rolls of honour in St. Paul's, to be attached to that of the Royal Engineers.  This invitation has been accepted in Australia.  The roll will be inscribed on vellum and enclosed in a casket of Australian timbers to rest on a slab of Australian marble.  





This extract from Tunnellers Roll of Honour included in profile with the kind permission of the


Dean and Chapter of St Paul’s Cathedral, London


Photos courtesy of Robin Sanderson, Paris





Daily Mail Monday December 12, 1921:


ROLL OF HONOUR


COX—In loving memory of our dear son and brother, Sapper Hudson Cox, who died ill, France, December 13, 1917.


	Strong and ever-lasting are the memories we cherish


Inserted by mother, brothers and sister.





Daily Mail Wednesday December 13, 1922:


ROLL OF HONOUR


COX—To the enduring memory of Sapper Hudson Cox, who died at Grevelliers, France, December 13, 1917:


	[line blurred] as the years go by


Inserted by mother, brothers and sister.





Brisbane Courier Thursday December 13, 1923:


ROLL OF HONOUR


COX—In memory of our dear son and brother, Sapper Hudson Cox, who died on active service, December 13, 1917.


	Until the shadows fall.


Inserted by mother, brothers and sister.





Brisbane Courier Saturday December 13, 1924:


ROLL OF HONOUR


COX—In memory of Sapper Hudson Cox, who gave his life for his country during the Great War at Grevilliers, France


Inserted by those who wait.





Brisbane Courier Saturday December 12, 1925:


ROLL OF HONOUR


COX—Died at Grevilliers, France, 13th December, 1917, Sapper Hudson Cox.


Time does not dim the memories that bind.  Mother.





Photo of headstone & cemetery 


by kind permission of


The War Graves Photographic Project www.twgpp.org   


Photograph by David Milborrow





Details recorded in the Cemetery Register: 





Died of bronchitis 13/12/17 Aged 32 X. B. 14. Son of Elizabeth Cox, of Arthur Terrace, Red Hill, Queensland, and the late Alexander Cox. Born at Ipswich, Queensland








