SAPPER DAVID COX

Mining Corps
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David Cox was born in 1894 at Richmond River, NSW.  His parents were Herbert and Ada Cox.

As a twenty-one year old Teamster he enlisted for service abroad on October 15, 1915 in Brisbane, Queensland and passed the medical examination.  

Forms of Attestation reveal he was 170cms (5ft 7ins) tall and weighed 69kgs (152lbs) with a chest expansion of between 92-100cms (36-39½ins).  Fair was his complexion with blue eyes and brown hair.  His eyes tested to good vision and distinctive marks were a scar on his right hip and two birthmarks on his right hip and right shoulder.  Church of England was nominated as his faith. Next-of-kin named was his Aunt Mrs Maggie Cox of Stratton Street, Bulimba, Brisbane, Qld.

He as originally allotted to the Mining Corps. His regimental number was 7282 and he was assigned the rank of Sapper.

Basic training commenced soon after enlistment at Moore Park, Sydney, NSW with the 6th Reinforcements to the Field Company Engineers                                

While on leave he married in Brisbane, Qld on December 29, 1915 to Miss Amy Annie Louise Mohr.  His next-of-kin then reverted to Mrs Amy Cox, Eagle Farm Road, Hamilton, Brisbane, Qld

Returning to camp he continued his training in preparation for departure abroad.

He was discharged from service on April 6, 1916 at his wife’s request.

His photo appeared in The Queenslander with other allotted members of the Mining Corps on May 13, 1916.

In June 1921 David Cox wrote from Eumundi, North Coast Line, Qld to Base Records inquiring about the 1914/15 Star Medal for his late father No. 1828 Private H. Cox, 2nd Remount Unit.  Base Records replied on July 1, 1921 requesting if he had any brothers older than him and if so, to forward the name and address of the eldest.  In regards to his eligibility for this medal it was only to be issued to soldiers who embarked from Australia and arrived in a theatre of war prior to December 31, 1915.

In 1925 he was residing at Yandina Creek, North Arm, Qld working as a farmer.  From 1937 until 1943 he was at Munbilla, Qld and still a farmer.  Mrs Amy A.L. Cox resided at Beenleigh, Qld from 1925 until 1937.
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TROOPER HERBERT COX

1828 – 2nd Remount Unit

His father Herbert Cox enlisted for active service abroad on September 15, 1915 in Brisbane, Qld giving his occupation as a Groom.  He was assigned to the 7th Reinforcements 2nd Aust Infantry Remount Unit as a trooper with the regimental number 1828.  After training he embarked from Sydney, NSW on board HMAT RMS Orontes on November 20, 1915.

At Heliopolis he was treated for Scabies on June 7, 1916.  Five days later he was sent to Abbassia to the 3rd Aust General Hospital and diagnosed with Phthisis (Tuberculosis).  The following day was admitted to the 4th Auxiliary Hospital and confirmed to have Pulmonary Tuberculosis.  He also had chronic bronchitis and albuminuria. 

He was assessed by the Medical Officer at the 3rd A.G.H. in Egypt on June 21, 1916 and his report reads:



Age last birthday:
46 years



Origin disability:
December, 1915



Place of origin:
H.M.A.T. Orontes

Essential facts:
(1) Said he had no illness prior to enlistment and was not subject to colds.


(2) While en route from Australia he caught a cold which he has had on and off ever since.  He has been doing frequent duty most of the time since leaving Australia.  Now has cough, dyspnoea, wheezing, loss of weight, anaemia.

Cause:
Pre-existing condition aggravated by service.

Present condition:
Loss of weight, dyspnoea on exertion, slight cough, lungs, breathing throughout bad especially at right apex, few expectorations, scattered rhonchi, chest emphysema, slight arteriosclerosis, heart sounds distant, albuminuria.  Real age 49 years.

Total incapacity:
¼  disability.  

Finding:
Recommend discharge.    

On July 10, 1916 he embarked on H.T. Clan McGilvray from the Suez to return to Australia for discharge.  His berth for the voyage was a hammock. The ship docked in Melbourne, Vic (3rd M.D.) on August 14, 1916 and he returned to Brisbane for discharge. (1st M.D.)

Two months later Herbert Cox died in Toowoomba Hospital, Qld on October 10, 1916 aged about 49 years.

For his overseas service he was entitled to receive the 1914/15 Star (24313), the British War Medal (25019) and the Victory Medal (24840).  The Memorial Scroll (579138) was sent to his son D. Cox and the Memorial Plaque was pending.
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