COURTENAY BROTHERS
SAPPER FRANK THOMAS COURTENAY

7096 – 2nd Tunnelling Company
Warrnambool, Victoria was the birthplace of Frank Thomas Courtenay in 1878 the son of Thomas Frank and Mary (nee O’Sullivan) Courtenay.  The family moved to the goldfields of Western Australia and were residing at Murrin Murrin, Mt Leonora in 1912 with Frank working as a baker.  He said he had been an apprentice to F.T. Courtenay at Murrin Murrin, W.A.

At the Goldfields Senior Cadets Drill Shed in Kalgoorlie on 16 October, 1916 the single thirty-eight year old baker applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Personal particulars taken show his address was Crown Hotel, Kalgoorlie and was 173cms (5ft 8ins) tall with a chest expansion of 90-97cms (35½-38ins).  Medical notation was teeth require attention.  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.

Attestation forms were completed describing him further as weighing 77kgs (170lbs) with a ruddy complexion and grey hair and his hazel eyes testing to fair vision.  Roman Catholic was his religious faith.  Next-of-kin nominated was his brother Joseph Maurice Courtenay of Tunnellers Corps on active service, A.I.F.  He signed and took the Oath on Enlistment the same day.
Basic training was to commence on 30 November, 1916 with the 93rd Depot Battalion but the following day was allotted to the Tunnelling Reinforcements remaining until 11 January, 1917.  He was transferred to their training camp at Seymour, Vic for further training joining the February Reinforcements on 27 February.  In preparation for departure his Will was noted to be lodged with military authorities.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 7096.

The transport HMAT A9 Shropshire embarked from Melbourne, Vic on May 11, 1917 with 168 members of the February Reinforcements on board.  Sapper Courtenay left Australian waters from Fremantle harbour and after crossing the Indian Ocean the ship docked at Durban, South Africa.  Next Port-of-call was Capetown to refuel about June 21, followed by another stopover at an unrecorded harbour would have completed the trip-sheet. After being at sea for 70 days the voyage terminated at Plymouth, England on July 19, 1917.  The three officers and 165 other ranks were detrained to Tidworth while two were hospitalised at Plymouth.  The troops marched into Nos 1 and 3 Details Camps at Parkhouse for further training for the front.

While there disciplinary action was taken for the following:




Offence:
A.W.L. 2400 16/8/17 till 2130hrs 17/8/17




Award:

Forfeits 4 day’s pay by Major E. Lewis



Total forfeiture:
5 day’s pay – Parkhouse
The Reinforcement proceeded to France from Southampton on 18 August, 1917 marching into the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles the next day.   On 2 September he was attached to the 2nd Tunnelling Company in the field and taken on strength on September 14.

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for overseas service.

He proceeded on leave on 31 January and rejoined his unit on February, 17, 1918.

Sapper went sick to the 5th Field Ambulance on 3 June, 1918 with P.U.O. (Pyrexia (fever) uncertain origin) and transferred to the 20th Casualty Clearing Station.  On June 9 was conveyed on Ambulance Train No.19 to Le Treport entering the 16th General Hospital with myalgia (muscular pain).  On July 6 was moved to the Aust. Convalescent Depot in Havre and on 15 August, 1918 was sent to the A.G.B.D. in Rouelles with “A” class debility.  He marched out to join his unit on 18 August rejoining on August 20.  

Service continued without incident and was with his unit when Peace was declared.  The Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridges and defusing booby traps left by the enemy.

Leave from France was granted from 26 January, 1919 and returned to his unit on February 16.

Orders were received to prepare for demobilisation on 10 May, 1919 and return to the Aust Base Depot.  The men embarked across the English Channel on May 16 for Southampton marching into the No. 2 Group camp at Sutton Veny the next day.

After demobilisation Sapper Courtenay embarked for Australia on 7 July, 1919 on board H.T Chemnitz.  His next-of-kin were notified by Base Records on 23 July that he was on his way home.  
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Names of the returning soldiers were printed in the:

The ship docked at Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 2 September, 1919.  News of their arrival was published in:

His Will was returned to the Deputy Assistant Adjutant General in Perth (5th Military District) on 3 September, 1919.
Military Discharge was issued in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 5 October, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.

For serving his country Sapper 7096 Frank Thomas Courtenay, 2nd Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (65424) and the Victory Medal (63102).  The War Medal was collected at Victoria Barracks, Melbourne on 17 August, 1921.
The Victory Medal was not claimed at the designated barracks and returned to Base Records on 10 May, 1923.  A letter was sent to him care of Miss M. Lawson on 10 August, 1923 and was returned and re-addressed to 29 Cooronella Street, Brunswick on 27 December, 1923.  
He collected the medal on 2 November, 1928 over the counter at the Barracks.
He married in 1920 to Annie Wilson in Melbourne, V.  Their residence in 1925 was 13 Benjamin Street, Northcote with his occupation as a labourer and by 1931 they were living at 70 Dundas Street, Northcote.  
He was a car cleaner in 1934 with their residence at Sunbury, Rae Avenue, Edithvale and in 1936 were at 3 Colena Street, Mordialloc working as a garage hand.

A Statement of his Service was requested by the Melbourne branch of the Repatriation Commission and forwarded from Base Records on 9 March, 1936.

He remarried Charlotte Augusta Haines and they were living in 1949 at 10 Helm Street, Carrum, Vic.

Frank Thomas Courtenay passed away on 27 March, 1960 at Royal Park, aged 82 years.  Burial took place in Cheltenham Cemetery, Melbourne.

SAPPER JOSEPH MAURICE COURTENAY

7097 – 2nd Tunnelling Company
Joseph Maurice Courtenay was born in 1880 the son of Thomas Frank and Mary (nee O’Sullivan) Courtenay in Hamilton, Victoria.  The family moved to Murrin Murrin, Western Australia where he was working as a baker in 1912.  
In Kalgoorlie on 16 November, 1916 at the Goldfields Senior Cadets Drill Depot the unmarried thirty-six year old baker made application to enlist for active service abroad.  Passing the preliminary medical examination the doctor records he was 180cms (5ft 11ins) tall, with poor vision in his grey eyes and a chest expansion of 94-105cms (37-41ins) and four vaccination marks from Infancy.  Teeth required attention. The recruiting officer accepted his application when declared fit.
Completed forms of Attestation reveal more personal information weighing 80kgs (176lbs) and a ruddy complexion with grey hair.  Religious denomination was Roman Catholic.  Residence was at Crown Hotel, Hannan Street, Kalgoorlie and he nominated next-of-kin as his cousin Mrs May Shannon of 85 Graham Street, Albert Park, Vic.  He swore allegiance to King and Country on 19 November.
Basic training commenced at Blackboy Hill camp, near Perth with the 93rd Depot Battalion from 20 November until December 1, 1916 then allotted to the Tunnelling Reinforcements.  On 19 January was transferred to Seymour, Victoria for further training at their camp and assigned to the February Reinforcements on 27 February, 1917.  In preparation for departure his Will was noted to be lodged with military authorities.

The transport HMAT A9 Shropshire embarked from Melbourne, Vic on May 11, 1917 with 168 members of the February Reinforcements on board.  They left Australian waters from Fremantle harbour and after crossing the Indian Ocean the ship docked at Durban, South Africa.  Next Port-of-call was Capetown to refuel about June 21, followed by another stopover at an unrecorded harbour would have completed the trip-sheet. After being at sea for 70 days the voyage terminated at Plymouth, England on July 19, 1917.  The three officers and 165 other ranks were detrained to Tidworth while two were hospitalised at Plymouth.  The men marched into Nos 1 and 3 camps at Parkhouse for further training for the front.

While there disciplinary action was taken for the following:




Offence:
A.W.L. 2400 16/8/17 till 2130hrs 17/8/17




Award:

Forfeits 4 day’s pay by Major E. Lewis



Total forfeiture:
5 day’s pay – Parkhouse



         Character:
Good

The Reinforcement proceeded from Southampton to France on 18 August, 1917 arriving in Rouelles the next day at the Aust General Base Depot.  Sapper was attached on 2 September to the 2nd Tunnelling Company in the field and taken on strength on September 14.
He was issued to wear on his uniform for overseas service Blue Chevrons.  Each blue Service Chevron denoted one year’s service from 1 January 1915.  A red Chevron denoted service before 31 December 1914. 

Service continued without illness or wounds and was with his Unit when Peace was declared.  
The Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of the area by clearing roads and bridges and defusing booby traps left by the enemy. 

Sapper was granted leave from France commencing on 26 January and rejoined his unit on 16 February, 1919.

At Marchienne, France on 17 March, 1919 he was examined by the Medical Board with the following information taken:



Former trade:

miner

height: 6ft



Chest expansion:
39-41ins
complexion: medium



Eyes:


blue

hair: grey brown



Descriptive marks:
4 vaccination scars



Disability:

nil

present condition: normal



Medical class:

A1

Fit for general service:   yes



Approved:

20/5/19

Orders were received to prepare for demobilisation on 10 May, 1919 and return to the Aust Base Depot.  The men were transported across the English Channel to Southampton on May 16 marching into the No. 2 Group camp at Sutton Veny the next day.

After demobilisation Sapper Courtenay embarked for Australia on 7 July, 1919 on board H.T Chemnitz.  His next-of-kin were notified by Base Records on 23 July that he was on his way home.  

Names of the returning soldiers were printed in the:


He appeared before the Disembarkation Medical Board at the Sturt Street, Depot in Melbourne on 3 September, 1919.  Essential facts were marked nil to which he signed in agreeance. 

His Will was returned to the Deputy Assistant Adjutant General in Perth (5th Military District) on 3 September, 1919.

Military Discharge was issued in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 5 October, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.  The British War Medal (65872) and the Victory Medal (63469) were issued to Sapper 7097 Joseph Maurice Courtenay, 2nd Tunnelling Company for serving his country.

He collected the War Medal on 19 October, 1921 from Victoria Barracks, Melbourne and the Victory Medal on 24 October, 1922.

He married in 1921 to Sarah Ann Stokes in Melbourne.  In 1922 he was a builder’s labourer with their residence at 12 Twickenham Crescent, Yarra and by 1925 had relocated to 59 Rennie Street, Northcote and he was an assembler and they remained there.  He later worked as an orderly.
Mrs Sarah Courtenay passed away on 8 September, 1942 aged 59 years.  Interment was in Fawkner Memorial Park.  Announcement was placed in:

Joseph Maurice Courtenay died on 12 January, 1951 at MacLeod, Heidelberg, Melbourne aged 71 years.  Family notices were placed in: 

Their grave is located in the Roman Catholic portion of Fawkner Cemetery within FA-RC S in grave no 1832.
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Kalgoorlie Miner Friday August 1, 1919:


H.T. CHEMNITZ


			7096 Spr F.T. Courtenay; 7097 Spr J.M. Courtenay


												Article abridged





The Argus Friday September 5, 1919:


TROOPS RETURNING


Two Disembarkations To-day


Two contingents of Victoria troops will disembark at Port Melbourne to-day.  The men from the s.s. Chemnitz will land at 10 o’clock, and those from the s.s. Prinz Ludwig at 4 o’clock.  In each case they will be taken to the A.I.F. depot, where relatives and friends should await their arrival.  Nearly 700 men are returning on the s.s. Chemniz, and about 300 on the s.s. Prinz Ludwig, and in order that they may be conveyed to the depot in comfort motorists are urged to assist.  Those willing to do so should assemble at the new pier at the hours mentioned.  Nearly 200 cars will be required.





Kalgoorlie Miner Friday August 1, 1919:


H.T. CHEMNITZ


			7096 Spr F.T. Courtenay; 7097 Spr J.M. Courtenay


											  	Article abridged





The Age Wednesday 9 September, 1942:


DEATHS


COURTENAY—On September 8, at her residence, 59 Rennie Street, Thornbury, Sarah Ann, beloved wife of Joseph Maurice Courtenay, aged 59 years. R.I.P.





The Age 15 January, 1951:


DEATHS


COURTENAY—On January 12 (suddenly), Joseph Maurice, beloved husband of the late Sarah Annie, late of Thornbury.





FUNERAL NOTICES


COURTENAY—The Relatives and Friends of the late Mr Joseph Maurice Courtenay will leave our parlour, 712 High-street, Thornbury, THIS DAY at 2 p.m. for the Fawkner Cemetery.


J. FERGUSON & SON
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