SAPPER DAVID COULTON
4304 – 3rd Tunnelling Company
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David Coulton was born at Collie River, near Bunbury, Western Australia in 1889 the son of David and Ellen Augusta Coulton.  He received his education at the State School, Roelands becoming a farm hand in the district.  In 1914 the following was reported in the:  
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In 1915 he worked as a loco fireman at Zanthus, Trans-Australian line, W.A.
In the Senior Cadets Depot, Kalgoorlie on 7 January, 1916 the twenty-seven year old single loco fireman applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  
Personal particulars taken reveal his postal address was Inland City Hotel, Kalgoorlie and was 168cms (5ft 6ins) tall with a chest expansion of 90-97cms (35½-38ins) and his blue eyes tested to good vision.  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.
Attestation forms describe him further weighing 77kgs (170lbs) with a fair complexion and brown hair.  Church of England was his faith.  
Next-of-kin nominated was his father David Coulson of Roelands, W.A. and later of Armadale, W.A.  

Acknowledgment to the departing volunteers was published in the:
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Reporting to Blackboy Hill camp, near Perth on January 13, 1916 he took and signed the Oath of Enlistment and commenced basic training with the 43rd Depot Battalion until 10 March when allotted to the No. 6 Tunnelling Company.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 4304.
Recruiting for the No. 6 Tunnelling Company had commenced on March 7, 1916 by Captain Lawson and his four officers.  Instruction classes were formed of officers and N.C.O.’s as there was insufficient time to attend the Engineer’s School in Sydney.  Recruits were forthcoming in abundant numbers and the aim was to have good physical types of skilled W.A. Miners.  

At Blackboy Hill camp the new company paraded daily with sister companies until March 27 when the Company moved camp to Belmont camp where four sections were created and training continued through April and May. The remainder of May was occupied in the usual training: musketry, trench work and night work while equipment and clothing issue was also in progress.  Here a difficulty was met in that the general size of the men was considerably above the average and some little trouble was experienced in getting all accurately fitted.

Across the country in Queensland early in May, 1916 the No. 4 Tunnelling Company consisting of six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks making up two sections, embarked from Brisbane, Qld aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  

At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   

The 7713-ton transport Warilda departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). One Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

The No. 6 Company paraded through the city of Perth where the fine physique of the men, who marched with arms bare to the elbow excited universal admiration.
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The transport arrived in port at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916.  The whole company consisting of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 officer and 32 O.Rs entrained at Belmont at 2 p.m., every man physically fit being present and boarded Warilda which left the harbour the same evening.  Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Downs.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 28 August, 1916 arriving at the 2nd Aust Divisional Base Depot two days later.  On 25 September they marched out to reinforce the 3rd Tunnelling Company and were taken on strength on September 30.

He was a recipient of comfort gifts from the Kalgoorlie and signed the Letter of Thanks which was reprinted in the:
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The Company suffered many casualties in an underground explosion on 27 November, 1916 at Hill 70 near Loos, France.   The Unit Diary of the 3rd Tunnelling Company recorded the following:
“Hostile activity in the Hill 70 area towards the last part of November was considerable.

On 27/11/17 while preparing to tamp gallery 21.DD at (36.c.S.W.1. M.b.87.60) the charging of 17,500 lbs of ammonal having been completed, the enemy exploded a camouflet, which exploded our charge.  Casualties were 1 officer (Lt H. Russell) and the following 8 O.Rs were “mine gassed” and the following 20 O.Rs were killed :-


Gassed 

4340 Spr  J. Gould


991  Spr   J.J. Eddison  




4521   “   G.J. Woods


1251   “   S. Barsby




1304   “   S.P. Wagner


4418   “   W. McKnoe




1270   “    B.J. Lear   


4993 Cpl  L.G. Brown


Killed: 

1030  Spr W.F. Horton


4468    “   O.J.S. Russell




1414    “   L.B. Edwards


2370    “   J.R. Brockley   

4309    “   R.E. Daniels     

4431    “   W. Nightingale



4304    “   D. Coulton


2893    “   H.F. Francis




5258    “   C.V. Barker   


1364  Sgt  M.J.M. Kerby



1122  Cpl  J. Pember


4451  Spr  J. Praed




4456  Spr  J. Reid


5014    “    T.E. Prosser




4402    “   W.J. Moore


4421    “    H. McLean




 943    “    W.H. Batson


1273    “    M. Lyons




1071    “    A.E. Ladd     

1313    “    P.M. Christiansen”
  

On November 28 Sapper Coulton was reported missing and the following day noted to have been killed in action in the explosion on November 27, 1916.  The twenty-eight year old was one of twenty members who were entombed in the Black Watch Shaft, Hill 70, Loos.  
The Red Cross Society sought eyewitness accounts of soldiers who died or were missing and the following is an account by Sapper D. McPherson taken after the war on the incident:
3rd Tunnelling Company




D. COULTON      [& others killed listed]

Killed in Action 28/11/16

These men were working in “Black Watch Sap” at Hill 70 close to Loos, they were loading a mine when a premature explosion took place.  They were all killed outright at about 2 p.m. on 28/11/16.  As far as I can remember 10 men were removed including Coulton, D. 4304 and Francis, H.F. 2893 and one large cross was erected suitably inscribed.  I was on the same shift as these men, but not on that particular job.  Eyewitness to all but actual explosion.  The party consisted of 13 men and all were killed.


10.8.19



Informant Spr. D. McPherson, Brown Hill Post Office, W.A.
Burial took place in Hersin Communal Cemetery Extension located 2¼ miles south of Nouex-les-Mines.
News of his demise was cabled to Base Records in Australia and confirmation of their cable was dated 11 December, 1916.  The 5th Military District (W.A.) was also notified on December 13.  A copy of his service was made for the War Pension Department on 21 December, 1916.
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His name appeared in the Casualty List appearing in the:

His sister Mrs E.R. Shortland of Eleanor Street, Geraldton wrote to Base Records on 4 January, 1917 after receiving word through the Casualty List that her brother Sapper D. Coulton had been killed in Action.  She wanted them to send her his death certificate and any particulars they had.  
She trusted that this would not cause too much trouble.

Base Records sent to her on 2 February, 1917 the Certificate of Report of Death dated 8 December, 1916 in London and confirmed by mail dated 11 December from the Commandant A.I.F. Headquarters in London to his sister.  They also noted that no further particulars were available at present.

A Field Service Report dated 17 January, 1917 was sent to the Anzac Section, 3rd Echelon, G.H.Q.

The Kit Store in Fulham, London dispatched his personal effects in two packages (9169) & (10821) to Base Records on the transports Themistocles and Miltiades and their inventories of his items were:

Disc, Mirror, Badges 3, Electric Torch, Ring, Pocket Wallets 2, Photo, Cards, Purse.

 And


2 Ornaments, Cards, Prayer book, Razor, Handkerchief, Identity disc, 2 Photos.

These were forwarded to his father at Roelands, W.A. and he receipted delivery of them on 7 and 17 August, 1917.

On 20 October, 1917 Barristers & Solicitors Mills and Altorfer of Durlacher Street, Geraldton, W.A. wrote to Base Records that they were seeking Probate of the late soldier killed in action on 28/11/16 and requested the Military Department’s Statement for probate purposes showing monies due to the deceased of field and deferred pay.  Base Records forwarded their letter to the District Pay Master in Perth (5th Military District) with instructions to reply direct to the solicitors. 
 Records also replied to the Solicitors on November 1 advising that all matters in connection with pay in this instance will be dealt with by the District Paymaster, Perth, to whom their letter had been referred to for attention and would reply direct to them.  It was suggested that in order to prevent any unnecessary delay further communication on this subject should be addressed to the abovenamed officer.
The Commonwealth Savings Bank Department of Perth also wrote to Base Records on 9 November, 1917 and would be obliged if they would kindly forward their Military Death Certificate of the above named soldier to their office.  A Certificate of Report of Death of the soldier was dated 20 November, 1917 and forwarded to the Bank the same day.
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Business in connection with his Estate was announced in the:
The Commanding Officer of the 3rd Tunnelling Company wrote to his father on 20 October, 1918 enclosing photographs of the last resting place of his son who gave his life so faithfully for his country and trusted that the photographs would bring some comfort to him.

Another letter enclosing photographs was sent by the C.O. of the 3rd Tunnelling Company on 21 May, 1919 from their Headquarters at Tournai, Belgium and advised that a permanent stone memorial would later be erected over the grave.  He hoped this news would comfort him.

The Circular and Booklet re Graves was dispatched to his father on 1 December, 1918 and acknowledged by printed card on 4 May, 1920.  

The Red Cross Society kept their inquiries into his death during 1919 and the following are their cards with reports from witnesses and informants:

“3rd Tunnelling Company







4304 Coulton, D.

Killed in Action 28/11/16

The above mentioned were steming up a mine before blowing it.  A premature explosion occurred, none of the bodies being recovered.  Casualties were attached to Imperial Army at the time.  Hill 70 Loos.




Eyewitness.
Informant:
2894 Spr. Tipper, F.K.







270 Park Street, South Melbourne, Vic

A.I.F. Mining & Tunnelling Coy





Spr Coulton, D. 4304

Killed Nov. 28th, 1916

I was working at Loos when Fritz sprung a mine on the above party who were sapping at the time.  We managed to dig out the dead bodies of the first four soldiers and I saw them buried near Hersen and a cross erected over their grave.  Kirby was never found.




Informant:


Pte Brown, J. 4283 3rd A.T.C.

London 1/7/17

3rd Tun. Coy







All names listed

K.I.A. 28.11.16

They were all in my section and were killed underground by a German mine, during the morning of 28/11/16, at Loos.  They were all buried together, in a civilian cemetery, at Hersin near Bethune.  Crosses suitably inscribed were erected to all by our company.  I seen them all buried and a photograph of their graves were forwarded to their relatives in Australia.




Informant:


Sgt Robinson, 3rd Tunnelling Coy.



Home address:


Elamang Avenue, Kirribilli Point, Manly NSW

3rd Mining & Tunnelling Coy





Pte D. Coulton 4304

Killed in Action 28th Nov, 1916

He was in the same Company, we were engaged in loading a mine in Black Watch Shaft – at Hill 70 – the Germans had also constructed a mine in the same vicinity, we were just about completed, our mine was to be exploded in ½ hour time.  The Germans must have received information regarding our intentions, consequently exploding their mine previous to the time laid down by orders.  The concussion of the German mine ignited ours – 13 of our lads were blown to pieces – it being impossible to recognise any of them.  I helped bury their remains all together in a French cemetery at HERSIN CROSS.




Informant:


4214 W.O. Murphy




Home address:


c/r 211 Rees Street, Boulder City, W.A.”
On 9 November, 1921 Base Records forwarded to his father in triplicate official photographs of his grave and delivery receipted on 19 November, 1921.
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For his supreme sacrifice Sapper 4304 David Coulton, 3rd Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (41107) and the Victory Medal (40688).  The war medal was sent to the Commandant 5th Military District on 2 March, 1922 for distribution to his father.  
The Victory Medal was posted to his father on 10 March, 1923 and receipted on March 23.  The Memorial Scroll (321328) went out on 31 March, 1922 along with the Pamphlet “Where the Australians’ Rest” and signed for on 13 April, 1922.  
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Dispatching of the Memorial Plaque took place on 7 August, 1922 and receipted on 18 August, 1922.  
His name is listed in the After War Report of the 3rd Tunnelling Company as follows:
In the Commemorative Area of the Australian War Memorial in Canberra, ACT his name can be located on panel 26. 

His grave is in Hersin Communal Cemetery Extension in Plot 1 Row C in grave no. 14.


54 members of 3ATC and one member of the Australian Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company are buried within Hersin Cemetery.
On the State War Memorial in Kings Park, Perth his name appears with the following submitted as follows:




LEST WE FORGET
© Donna Baldey 2019

www.tunnellers.net

Southern Times (Bunbury) Thursday May 28, 1914:


EMPIRE DAY AT ROELANDS


“A great success” was the echo on all sides commenting on the Empire Day Picnic and Sports for the Roelands and Burekupp Schools.  The celebrations were held for the first time at Roelands on the grounds belonging to the Rose’s homestead.  The weather was cloudy, but fortunately the rain kept off.  About 200 adults and children were present, and from the youngest to the eldest everyone enjoyed themselves immensely. 


Many thanks are due to Mrs Rose for the use of her splendid grounds for the picnic; Messrs G. Jones, J. Gibbs, D. Coulton and S. Muldoon for the music, and Mr C. O’Donnell as master of ceremonies; also to the hard working committees.									Article abridged





 Sunday Times Sunday March 4, 1917


Killed in action November 28.





Kalgoorlie Miner Saturday January 8, 1916:


KALGOORLIE RECRUITING


Out of a score of volunteers examined at Kalgoorlie yesterday the following fifteen were accepted—William Patullo, Henry Isaac Cardell, Oscar Bauer, Norman Hanbury, Edward Baker Mundle, Herbert Olsen, William Charles Kutcher, Claude Strahan Moir, Alan Douglas Waters, David Coulton, John David Wheatley, Bernard Donnelly, Thomas Sanders, Thomas Thompson.





Tuesday’s parade of troops.  The No.6 Tunnelling Company and the members of the N.C.O. School,


Claremont, marching through the city.





The West Australian Wednesday May 31, 1916


THE TUNNELLING COMPANY - PARADE THROUGH CITY STREETS


  Although the numerical strength of the troops which paraded the city streets yesterday morning was considerably less than that of previous parades, and despite the fact that citizens have become accustomed to the sight of khaki-clad warriors, the men of the No.6 Tunnelling Company and the Claremont N.C.O. school met with a hearty reception as they swung along to the inspiriting music of the Blackboy Hill band.  The line of route was freely bedecked with flags, whilst the large crowds, if somewhat undemonstrated denoted none the less by their presence their keen appreciation of that sense of patriotism which found its highest expression in the long line of soldiers answering to the call of Empire.  In physique and general bearing the men were equal to their comrades who have gone before. Leaving James-street well on appointed time, the column swung into Beaufort-street and over the bridge in to Barrack-street.  										Cont/d





The West Australian June 1, 1916:


THE WESTERN MAIL


The war pictures appearing in this week’s issue of the Western Mail:  


In addition, the “Mail” contains a fine photograph of the No 6 Tunnelling Company, as well as an illustration of their march through the streets of the city on Tuesday last, and a photograph of the officers who have been appointed to command the men. 





Continues:


The members of the N.C.O. school, about 113 strong, under Captain Thompson, followed the band, the No.6 Tunnelling Company, with its first reinforcements, totalling nearly 400 men, under Captain Lawson, bringing up the rear.  At the head of the Tunnellers was borne the flag recently presented to the company.	After traversing Barrack and Hay streets the column entered St George’s-terrace via Victoria-avenue.  Opposite Government House his Excellency (Sir Harry Barron), with whom were the State Commandant (Colonel J.H. Bruche), Major P.H. Meeks and Major Wilkinson, A.D.C., took the salute.  Passing along the Terrace the route was via William and Wellington streets to the station.  The men paraded in full fighting equipment.





The No.6 Tunnelling Company - Photograph taken at the W.A.T.C. Course, Belmont, where the men have been in training





Kalgoorlie Miner Monday November 13, 1916:


COMFORTS FOR SOLDIERS - WOMEN’S CLUB THANKED


Some months ago Mrs Jordan, secretary of the Goldfields Women’s Club, sent a parcel, 11 lb in weight and containing socks, mittens, handkerchiefs, chewing gum, soap, cheese, lollies, etc, to the No. 6 Tunnelling Co., and she has now received the following letter of thanks from Sergeant E.G. Dodd on behalf of the company: “It affords me great pleasure to write to tell you that your parcel was received by me, and distributed among the men of No. 6 Tunnelling Company.  I don’t think that anything has been more appreciated, and as the company left the following day for the line, it gave them much pleasure to know they are still in the thoughts of their own townspeople.”  


The following signatures were attached: D. Coulton 4304;





Sun (Kalgoorlie) Sunday December 31, 1916:


THE TOLL OF WAR – KILLED IN ACTION


	Spr. D. Coulton, Roelands;						Article abridged





Western Mail Friday December 7, 1917:


WILLS


David Coulton, late of Kalgoorlie, to Mary Shortland £55 1s 9d.			Article abridged





Photograph of original grave in Hersin Communal Cemetery, France sent to his father by 3rd Tunnelling Coy in 1919.





“3rd Australian Tunnelling Company


Killed or Died of Wounds





No.	Rank	   Name		Nature of Casualty		Locality	Date		Buried at


4304	Spr	Coulton. D.	Enemy “Blow”at Hill 70	Hill 70		27/11/16	Hersin





Grave photo by John Battersby





Hersin is a village about 5 kilometres south of Bethune and about 2 kilometres west of the main road from Bethune to Arras. The Communal Cemetery and Extension lie to the north-east of the village. 





The extension to Hersin Communal Cemetery was begun by French troops, who made over 100 burials, and was taken over by Commonwealth troops and field ambulances in March 1916. It was used until October 1918. The extension contains 224 Commonwealth burials of the First World War; many of the graves are of engineers, mostly from tunnelling companies.





The West Australian Tuesday July 22, 1930:


STATE WAR MEMORIAL - NAMES FOR TABLETS


A Further List


The names of all West Australian soldiers who gave their lives during the Great War are to be handed down to posterity by means of a series of tablets bearing those names, on the walls of a section of the State War Memorial, on Mount Eliza.  It is intended to include, apart from those who enlisted within the State, the names of all West Australians who enlisted in other parts and paid the supreme sacrifice.  Already, a list of 6,000 names is in the hands of the War Memorial Committee, and this list is being published in alphabetical order in The West Australian from day to day.  Friends and Relatives of West Australian soldiers who paid the supreme sacrifice and whose names are not included in the published list are asked to assist the committee by supplying particulars which, for obvious reasons, must be endorsed by the Defence Department.  A further section of the list of names is published below:  


Spr COULTON, David, 3rd T. Coy.				Article abridged to Tunnellers’ names





Purple T added by tunnellers.net





The Sydney Morning Herald - Saturday 23 July 1921:


ENGINEERS' ROLL OF HONOUR


The Royal Engineer War Memorial Committee are arranging to deposit a roll of honour of all ranks of the Royal Engineers whose names were officially published as killed in action or died of wounds or disease in the war in the chapel of St. Paul's Cathedral, and the Engineer corps of the dominions, colonial, and Indian armies have been invited to deposit similar rolls of honour in St. Paul's, to be attached to that of the Royal Engineers.  This invitation has been accepted in Australia.  The roll will be inscribed on vellum and enclosed in a casket of Australian timbers to rest on a slab of Australian marble.  





This extract from Tunnellers Roll of Honour included in profile with the kind permission of the


Dean and Chapter of St Paul’s Cathedral, London


Photos courtesy of Robin Sanderson, Paris








