MAJOR LESLIE JACK COULTER

3rd Tunnelling Company

Born in Ballarat, Victoria, on 20 July 1889, Leslie Coulter was the 7th child and 5th son of Irvine and Mary (nee Jones) Coulter.  A Mining Engineer by qualification he was working at the Mount Lyall Mine in Tasmania when he signed the Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad at Claremont, Tasmania, on 14 December 1915.  Leslie was a qualified Mining Engineer, an Associate of the School of Mines, Ballarat, and held a certificate in Mine Management from the Tasmania Government.

He named his father Irvine Coulter, of Main Street, Ballarat, as his Next of Kin

Leslie had had previous service with the 91st Infantry Regiment, CMF, where he held the rank of Lieutenant (provisional) and had applied for a Commission in the Field Company Engineers which was recommended on September 1915 by the District Commandant in Claremont.

His records show that he was appointed as a 2nd Lieutenant in the Mining Corps in October 1915.  The apparent contradiction in the above dates is most likely explained by the retrospective completion of necessary paperwork required by the military system.
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The Australian Mining Corps embarked at Sydney, NSW, on 20 February 1916, on board HMAT A38 ‘Ulysses’, with Captain Leslie Coulter (he had been promoted on 15 February) a member of No. 3 Company.  ‘Ulysses’ stopped briefly in Melbourne, Victoria, before proceeding on to Fremantle, Western Australia, where a further 52 members of the Corps embarked.  Navigation problems leaving Fremantle resulted in damage to ‘Ulysses’ and final departure was delayed until 1 April.  Leslie had been promoted to Major on 20 March, 1916.

The Corps finally disembarked at Marseilles, France, on 5 May 1916 and immediately entrained for the 3-day trip to Hazebrouck where they were to establish their main camp.  
On joining the British Expeditionary Force in France, the Mining Corps was disbanded and the 1st, 2nd and 3rd Australian Tunnelling Companies established to fit in with the British organisation.  The technical members of the Corps were formed into the Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (known as the (alphabeticals’).

The 3rd Aust. Tunnelling Company relieved the 255th Tunnelling Company, Royal Engineers, mining in the sectors of Red Lamp, Wytschaete, Colvin, Ducks Bill and Sign Post Lane where they encountered blue clay for the first time.  The Company quickly began learning their mining skills against the Germans, showing great tactics in mine warfare.  
The Company was attached to the 61st Division (British) for actions leading up to the Battle on the Somme, which began on 1 July 1916, and, later in July, played a significant role in a ‘feint’ action intended to keep German reliefs from being moved north to the Somme area.

The recommendation for the award of a DSO to Leslie Coulter best records his actions at the time:  
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The Citation issued with the award reads:
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The award was reported in at least one newspaper in Australia:
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The Units’ War Diary for November includes the following entries: 

24th – 30th November, 1916

The work in progress during the previous week was continued for the remainder of the month.  All the mining was done in hard chalk.  The total footage at all times (12) was 214 feet.  Work was considerably retarded by the charging of two mines, the blowing of one mine by us and two mines by the enemy.  Rescue work and the recovering of bodies followed on the two enemy blows.

30th

Enemy work with the push pick or bayonet was heard close to no. 22 shaft R,L. (70 foot level) , being identified by 4 officers on different occasions.  It was decided to blow 6000 pounds of ammonal.

At about 112 x in no. 21 DDL chamber the ground was very broken with deep cracks.  Strong flow of water from face, which was plugged.  In right hand corner of chamber also struck water.  An enemy camouflet opposite this gallery was blown at 12.40am on 27/11/16 destroying the gallery and killing 20 men.  Charging had been completed by us and tamping about to be started.  Opposite no. 1 DDR1Li chamber an enemy blow took place at 8 am on 28/11/16 killing two men (Spr Allen and Spr Cockton)

Statements to the Red Cross after the war record more detailed accounts of the incident: 

“He was one of twenty one men who were buried in a sap and killed by an explosion of a german mine, about midday on November 27th or 28th 1916.  I think he must have been killed by concussion as he only had a small mark on the back of the head and another on the left hand, I helped to carry him out and had a good look at him.  He was buried at Hersin in a civilian cemetery with the others, who were killed by the same explosion.  I actually saw Praed and Spr. Francis H.F., 2893, buried.  Some of the other bodies were never recovered although all the names are on a memorial in the cemetery so I cannot say for sure who else is buried there. 

Do not know his Christian name, he came from W. Aust.  Francis came from Tasmania with me, known as Harry.”





Informant: 2891, Spr D.M. Blizzard, 3rd Tung. Coy.  
Private address: Forrest, Circular Head, Tasmania.  Given: 6 Sept 1919 on board HMAT ‘Indarra’.

“These men were working in “Black Watch Sap” at Hill 70, close to Loos, they were loading a mine when a premature explosion took place.  They were all killed outright at about 2 p.m. on 28.11.16.  As far as I can remember 10 men were removed and buried at Hersin not far from Noeux, including Coulton D. 4304, and Francis H.V. 2893 and one large cross was erected suitable inscribed.  I was on the same shift 
as these men but not on that particular job.  Eyewitness to all but explosion.  The party consisted of 13 men and all were killed.”

Informant: Spr D. McPherson, Brown Hill, Post Office, W.A.  Given: 5 Aug 1919 on board “Canberra”

During December 1916 the Company was praised for the consistent and accurately surveyed and excavated lines of it galleries of the Seaforth system.  In January 1917, they continued to work in the Loos salient and on the Black Watch incline where the Germans flooded the lower levels.

March saw the Unit still at Hill 70 and on the 26th the Arras Offensive was launched, the Company taking over from 173rd Company R.E., in the area of ‘the hinge’.  
After the Arras offensive the Germans moved back from Hill 70 and nearly all mining ceased but the Company continued to man listening posts under British lines and in no-man's land.  Now the Company was used mainly for road-making, carrying for the trench-mortar batteries and searching abandoned German trenches for traps and mines.

In April an "Investigative Detachment" of 3 Officers and 60 others continued searching for Booby Traps and mines in the German trenches and dugouts.  German mines were camouflaged in the British lines.

Leslie Coulter was ‘Specially mentioned’ in Sir Douglas Haig’s despatch of 6 April 1917.

He was photographed with Officers of the 3rd Tunnelling Company on 5 May, 1917 which was published in the:
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On 28 June 1917, the 3rd Tunnelling Company arranged an under cover raid by 11th Essex and 2nd Durham Light Infantry and three groups of tunnellers assisted in a raid to destroy 3 known shafts in no-man' s land and in the German trenches.  
Major Leslie Jack Coulter D.S.O. was killed during a German counter-attack.  

Again, the Red Cross files reveal: 
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He was buried in Hersin Communal Cemetery Extension, France.  Hersin village is about 5 kilometres south of Bethune and about 2 kilometres west of the main road from Bethune to Arras. The Communal Cemetery and Extension lie to the north-east of the village.  53 of the 97 members of 3ATC who died on the Western Front are buried in Hersin Cemetery
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Brothers of Leslie Jack Coulter who served in the military included:
LIEUTENANT COLONEL GRAHAM COULTER

 8th Infantry Battalion

Graham Coulter was born 13 January 1879 in Ballarat, Victoria.  He married Violet Alice Palmer in 1908 and as a 35 year old accountant he accepted an appointment as a Captain in the 8th Infantry Battalion on 4 September 1914.  He had previous service of 2 years 9 months with the Victorian Citizens Military Force and had served in South Africa with the 1 Victorian Contingent (Reg No. 84; rank: Private) for 16 months.  He embarked with the 8th Bn on 19 October 1914 on board HMAT Benalla.  

He was promoted Major on 9 May 1915 at Gallipoli and assumed command of the 8th Battalion on 27 August during the illness of Lt. Col. Brant.  After the evacuation of Gallipoli, and a time in hospital with jaundice, Graham found himself in Alexandria in January 1916.  He left Alexandria on 26 April, arriving in France on the 30th.   He was promoted to Lieutenant Colonel on 10 July 1917, and enjoyed some leave in England in November 1916.

Graham was awarded the Distinguished Service Order on 1 January 1917 for his leadership of his Battalion in France.  The recommendation reads:

‘Lt. Col. Coulter has commanded his battalion since 6th June 1916.  In the battle on the Somme (at Pozieres) on the two occasions when his battalion was engaged he handled his battalion which was responsible for important points in Pozieres – with skill.

Has the confidence of his men and is a good leader and administrator.

Also for good general work since arrival in France.’

On 31 July 1916 he was recommended for a Companion of the Order of St Michael and St George by Brigadier General N. M. Smythe, Commander 1st Aust. Infantry Brigade:

‘COULTER, Graham,Major – 8th Bn A.I.F. – Pozieres 24-27.7.16

Handled his battalion with dash and ability under heavy barrage fire and in the dark.  He pushed forward patrols and battle outposts and occupied nine advanced posts in the northern centre of the village near the church, subsequently taking part in the advance which resulted in our occupation of the position to the cemetery.  In this operation his battalion captured 3 machine guns and accounted for many of the enemy and subsequently entrenched the position under heavy fire.  The manner in which this officer carried out the difficult task assigned to him left nothing to be desired.  He is strongly recommended for recognition.’

His leave in England was extended due to illness, and he was posted for duty to the 1st Infantry Training Battalion in April 1917.  He embarked for Australia on 10 January 1918 and disembarked in Australia on 3 March 1918.

His appointment in the A.I.F. was terminated in 1918 after 44 months service, but he re-enlisted on 25 July 1918 and embarked at Sydney per S.S. ‘Gaika’ as Officer Commanding Troops (voyage only) on 30 July.  Arriving in London on 13 October, he was taken on strength of the A.I.F. England until he again embarked for Australia (as O.C. Troops) on board H T ‘Takada’ on 24 December 1918.  Disembarking in Melbourne on 11 February 1919, his second appointment was terminated on 20 March 1919. 

Graham Coulter was entitled to wear the DSO, MiD, 1914/15 Star, British War Medal and the Victory Medal.

N77152 Lt.Col. Graham Coulter enlisted 25 July 1940 for service in WW2.  He was discharged 31 May 1941, having contributed to the war effort as the Camp Quartermaster, Greta.

Graham Coulter died 6 September 1960.

AWM C01197 - Greece: Aegean Islands, Lemnos, Sarpion - 25 December 1915
Informal group portrait of four officers from the 8th Battalion at a camp on the Aegean island of Lemnos. These officers were with the battalion the previous Christmas. Left to right: Lieutenant (Lt) Dudley Freeman Hardy (later killed in action in Pozieres, France, on 18 August 1916); Lt Frederick Victor Trickey; Major (Maj) Graham Coulter; Captain (Capt) Mitchell. Maj Coulter and Capt Mitchell are wearing padded winter Service Dress caps, which have neck covers that fold up on top.

1333 JASON LESLIE BOYD COULTER

Jason enlisted as Jason Leslie BOYD and was given the Regimental number 598.  He embarked from Sydney on board HMAT A23 ‘Suffolk’ on 18 October 1914 as a member of the 2nd Battalion.

Whilst at Mena, Jason admitted to his correct name, was transferred to the 8th Battalion on 29 March 1915 and given the Regimental number 1333.  At Gallipoli he was promoted Lance Corporal on 28 April; Corporal on 6 May, and Sergeant on 4 August.

Jason was wounded on 1 June 1915, and returned to duty on 27 July.  He was wounded for a second time on 5 August and he was admitted to No.15 General Hospital, Alexandria with ‘GSW R. leg & right hand AMP. (severe).

On 10 August Jason died of his wounds at the 15th General Hospital, Alexandria.  The recorded cause of death was ‘gunshot wound right thigh – gangrene’.

Jason Leslie Boyd Coulter is buried in the Chatby War Memorial Cemetery, Alexandria.
Jason Leslie and Leslie Jack Coulter are commemorated with a plaque in the Ballarat Anglican Cathedral which is inscribed:
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LIEUTENANT SYDNEY RICHARD COULTER

5th Victorian Mounted Regiment
Killed in Action at H'Lobane on 27 August 1901 and buried at Vryheid Cemetery, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa.
Note:  The AWM holds a number of donated documents belonging to the Coulter family, including letters between the brothers.  Future examination of these papers may enhance this profile. 

© Donna Baldey 2008 / 2022
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He was promoted Lieutenant on 1 January 1916. On 10 February 1916, Leslie applied for a Commission in the Mining Corps, A.I.F.  He was at that time holding the rank of Lieutenant in the 91st Infantry and in the unattached list of the A.I.F.  





We know that 2nd Lieutenant Leslie Coulter was in training with the Mining Corps in November 1915 due to the unit photograph taken at the Liverpool Training Camp (see cropped extract at right).





Image originally captioned: ‘The Miners, West Aus. Unit. 16-12-15’





In December 1915 2nd Lieut. Coulter was sent from N.S.W. to W.A. to recruit members for the Mining Corps and returned to Sydney on the S.S. Indarra on 26 December with 274 recruits for the 3rd Company.





DISTINGUISHED SERVICE ORDER


Major Leslie Jack COULTER,


No. 3 Mining Coy., Australian Engineers


At FERME DU BOIS on the night of 15/16th July 1916, during the operations against BOARS HEAD, one of the Push Pipes used to form Communication trenches, having failed to explode properly became exposed.  In order that the enemy might not discover after daylight the method of forming communication trenches, he, accompanied by a Corporal, went out under heavy shrapnel and machine gun fire and blew up the exposed portion of the Push pipe.


Push pipes had been laid to cut communication trenches previous to the operations of the 19th July at FAUQUISSART.  During the operations, and about the time when the pipes should have been exploded, the leads were cut by the enemy’s shell fire.  In spite of the very severe bombardment, he at great personal risk, ran out to the head of the sap outside the parapet to attempt to light the fuse further down the sap, where he was exposed to heavy shell fire.  He was wounded before he reached the fuse, but refused to be removed to the Aid Post till he had seen the Push Pipe successfully exploded.  The trench formed by the explosion was of great assistance to the assaulting troops. 					[Transcript of X Corps recommendation]








AWARDED THE DISTINGUISHED SERVICE ORDER


“HIS MAJESTY THE KING has been graciously pleased to approve of the appointment of the undermentioned officer to be Companion of the Distinguished Service Order, in recognition of his gallantry and devotion to duty in the field :-


Major LESLIE JACK COULTER.


For conspicuous gallantry during operations.  When a “Push Pipe” failed to explode, he went our, accompanied by a corporal, under heavy shrapnel and machine-gun fire, and blew up the exposed portion of the “push pipe”.  Later, when the leads were cut by a hostile shell fire, he went out, under very heavy fire, to try and light the fuse further down the sap.  Though wounded, he refused to be removed till the “push pipe” had been successfully exploded.








THE WAR


Awarded D.S.O.


Major Leslie Coulter of the engineers.  When a push pipe failed to explode, he went out under heavy fire, and blew up the exposed portion of the push pipe.  Later he held a fuse further down the sap and though wounded, refused to be removed until the push pipe had exploded.


Northern Miner, Charters Towers - Thursday September 28, 1916





His records indicate that he was wounded at Armentieres on 19 July 1916 during the Battle of Fromelles, suffering severe gun shot wounds to the right arm, left forearm and back.  Treated at various Casualty Clearing Stations, he was admitted to No. 14 General Hospital, Wimereux on the 21st before being evacuated to 3rd London General Hospital, Wandsworth, England on 22 July, not re-joining his unit until 7 September 1916.  The London hospital described his wounds as “gunshot wound over outer condyle of Humerus, and another in interscapular region, both superficial.”





Major Coulter was ‘Mentioned in Sir Douglas Haig’s despatch of 13/11/16 for distinguished and gallant services and devotion to Duty in the field.’








Punch (Melbourne) Thursday August 2, 1917:


OFFICERS OF 3rd TUNNELLING COMPANY ABROAD


on the Occasion of Review by Major-General Butcher Holland


Bethune, Noeux-les-mines, France 1917





Officers of the 3rd Tunnelling Company – 1917 – Photo sourced from Aust War Memorial – public domain


Front row: 	 Lieut. Robinson, Lieut. Jack Cavanagh, Lieut. John Dow, Lieut. Shaw


Middle row:	Capt. Hillman, Lieut. Crawshaw, Capt. Sanderson (2nd O.C.) Lieut. Wentworth, Capt. West (Adjutant), Lieut. Russel, Major Coulter (O.C.), Capt. Langdon, Lieut. M’Ardell, Lieut. Roy Howie


Back row:	Lieut. Buley, Lieut. Campbell, 2nd Lieut. Ashcroft, Lieut. Tyler, Lieut. Grainger, 2nd Lieut. Trebilcock, Lieut. Wallman	





Corporal F. B. Atterton stated in part “I knew him well; he was our O.C. for the past 17 months and was loved and revered by all who knew him.  …”





Cpl E. E. Carter: “I happened to be present with Major Coulter when he got killed and me and some of the squad carried him back to our lines from the German lines.  This happened on the 28th of June and on the 29th he was brought to his own Headquarters and he was buried in the Soldiers’ Cemetery at a place called Neaux Le Mines that is about 4 miles from Bethune Railway Station.  Major Coulter was a fine built man about 5’10” in height inclined to be fair.”





Capt. Victor West: “The death of Major L. J. Coulter D.S.O. was a great blow to us all and to myself particularly.  The poor fellow was shot by a sniper and fell dead without uttering a word.  He was buried with the fullest Military honours which we could give him.  The whole Company turned out, as all were so fond of him.  He was buried in a Soldiers’ Cemetery and a cross is erected over his grave.


It is somewhat difficult to give you an accurate description of Major Coulters’ personal appearance.  He was a rather tall slight man about 5’ 9” high, clean shaven, small and rather round features, and fair complexion.  A loveable nature and a pleasant conversationalist.”





Sydney Morning Herald - Monday September 17, 1917:


HOW MAJOR COULTER DIED.


FROM A CORRESPONDENT


(BY TELEGRAPH FROM ALBANY)


FRANCE. July 1


"It was with extreme regret that I have to report the death of Major L.F. Coulter, D.S.O., of the Australian Tunnelling Mining Corps, comprised of Tasmanians and Western Australians.  He was killed in action the night of June 28, whilst participating in a raid on the enemy trenches.  The gallant officer died as all who knew him would like, fighting heroically and splendidly with a nerve and coolness of courage which has always characterised him. 


The late officer passed a German dugout in which some Boches had been left.  One of them flung a stick bomb at him, which failed to explode.  He picked it up and returned it to where it came from, with good results.  He then immediately turned to his corporal who was carrying a model charge of guncotton to take it from him.  He lighted the fuse and hurled it into the enemy dugout.  Whilst watching the effects of the brave and daring act which completely crumbled in the enemy habitation he was shot by a sniper in the head.  The bullet severed the spinal chord.  Death was instantaneous.  The late Major Coulter earned his D.S.O. about a couple of months after his arrival in France when he performed a deed of skill and daring in connection with mining operations in no man's land.  He was always a very popular commanding officer and at all times commanded the highest respect and esteem from the officers and men of his company.  In addition too, he was a favourite of all ranks in the Mining Corps.  His company has truly sustained a serious loss.  About three weeks ago I met the late major.  He was then in high spirits and looked particularly well and as a natural result was full of confidence for the plans of the future.  He did not forget to express his delight at the excellent work being done by all tunnelling corps not forgetting the men of his own unit who he declared had done magnificent work and had toiled willingly and hard on all occasions to outdo the Hun and attack their objectives.  Before enlisting Major Coulter who comes from a fighting family was a well known and popular figure in the Mount Lyall Mine, Tasmania as well as being noted as one of the authorities on mining matters in the Land of Apples. 





Leslie Jack Coulter's name is located at panel 26 in the Commemorative Area at the Australian War Memorial. 





He is also commemorated with a brass plaque in the Ballarat Anglican Cathedral.





Photo of cemetery headstone by kind permission of


The War Graves Photographic Project www.twgpp.org











The Sydney Morning Herald - Saturday 23 July 1921:


ENGINEERS' ROLL OF HONOUR


The Royal Engineer War Memorial Committee are arranging to deposit a roll of honour of all ranks of the Royal Engineers whose names were officially published as killed in action or died of wounds or disease in the war in the chapel of St. Paul's Cathedral, and the Engineer corps of the dominions, colonial, and Indian armies have been invited to deposit similar rolls of honour in St. Paul's, to be attached to that of the Royal Engineers.  This invitation has been accepted in Australia.  The roll will be inscribed on vellum and enclosed in a casket of Australian timbers to rest on a slab of Australian marble.  





This extract from Tunnellers Roll of Honour included in profile with the kind permission of the


Dean and Chapter of St Paul’s Cathedral, London


Photos courtesy of Robin Sanderson, Paris











AWM Image ID: E01655 - 7 February 1918





Wire entanglements in front of the German front line from October 1915 to May 1917, on Hill 70, near Loos.  The rough nature of the surface is largely the result of mine fighting by the 3rd Australian Tunnelling Company, attached at that time to British Troops.  It was here that Major Leslie Jack Coulter DSO, was killed in action on 29 June 1917, and Lieutenant H. Russell MC, fatally wounded.  Note the soldier standing near the sandbags. 





Plaque found in the AAMME museum at the School of Military Engineering, Casula, NSW.





It is not known to what the plaque was attached.





AWM Image ID: E01907 - 20 September 1917


Coulter Crater at Hill 70, near Lens, named after Major L. T. Coulter DSO, Commanding Officer of the 3rd Australian Tunnelling Company, who was killed in action on 28 June 1917.  The explosion of this crater marked the last of the enemy mine fighting on the famous Hill 70 position.  It was blown by the enemy on 8 July, but the charging beforehand had been heard by listeners of the 3rd Australian Tunnelling Company, and no casualties resulted.  Two weeks later this unit joined with British troops in the capture of the whole enemy mine system on Hill 70, consisting of over three miles of galleries.














ROLE OF 3ATC IN THE BATTLE OF FROMELLES


19/20 JULY, 1916





Reference : Don’t forget me, cobber The Battle of Fromelles, 19/20 July 1916, Robin S Corfield, Corfield and Company, 2000 p. 54





…the 3rd ATC concerns us here and the men in that company were mainly from Queensland, Tasmania and Western Australia.  Their first commander was Lieut Leslie J. Coulter, a mining engineer aged 27, with his 2/IC Lieut Alexander Sanderson, a consulting engineer and mine manager aged 35.  After their arrival in France in May they were attached to the 1st Army and had worked under Haking further south at the Boar’s Head Salient.





They probably looked somewhat different to the average infantry man in that French summer.  The Routine Orders of 27 July detailed their clothing which also gives a good idea of the conditions under which they worked.


Waterproof Hats, souwester. Frocks, oilskin.


Trousers, oilskin. Boots, Gum, thigh and


short. Donkeys, khaki. Frocks, drill.


Trousers, drill. Canvas suits.





With the early planning of the attack at Fromelles the 3rd ATC was brought up to work against the Sugarloaf.  The idea was to cut a trench across the huge expanse of No-Man’s Land by pushing a pipe filled with explosive out of what already existed of the Rhondda Sap, and creating a series of long craters which could quickly be dug out and connected to form the trench.


The Germans however saw what was going on at 3pm on 19 July and put down a bombardment on the area.  Coulter and six men were wounded, and others including Sanderson had to fire the charges, which they did with some success. 





TO THE GLORY OF GOD�IN LOVING MEMORY OF�MAJOR LESLIE J COULTER D.S.O.�3RD TUNNELLING COY AUSTRALIAN MINING CORPS�KILLED IN ACTION AT LOOS, FRANCE JUNE 29TH 1917�THY KINGDOM COME�AND OF�SERGEANT JASON L COULTER�8TH BATTALION AIF�DIED OF WOUNDS, GALLIPOLI, AUGUST 10TH 1915�"THAKS BE TO GOD WHO GIVETH US THE VICTORY"





The raiding party was composed of three parties from the Essex Regiment plus a party of one officer and 20 other ranks of the 3rd Australian Tunnelling Company.  Party A of the 11th Battalion, composed of one officer and 30 other ranks split into three squads, would be at the centre of the attack.  Its orders were to cross No-Man's Land and capture a junction in the German trenches known as Nash Alley.  Once in position the men were to hold a length of the German front line trench, destroy dugouts, collect prisoners and "mop up" opposition.  Party C, composed of one N.C.O. and six men, was to rush a strongly held position to the right (south) of Party A.  The Australian Tunnelling Company was to follow Party C and, under their protection, take prisoners, obtain identification and destroy dug-outs and mine shafts. 





So it was that at 7.00 p.m. on the evening of the 28th June, 1917, over a hundred men assembled in a large dugout at the junction of Scots Alley and the British Reserve Line.  At a little past 7.10.p.m. Parties A and B left their trench and rushed the German front line.  A few minutes later Party C and the Australians followed.  Whilst a squad of Party A occupied and held the junction of Nash Alley, the rest rushed down the trench blowing in dugouts with Mills bombs and shooting all opposition which either came up the trench or over the top from the German support trench.  Meanwhile the Australian Tunnelling Party - led by Captain Alex Sanderson - located and destroyed two dugouts and three mine shafts.


 


Party B, led by 2nd. Lieutenant Frank Wearne, exacted a terrible toll upon the Germans, with sustained rifle fire, but the situation was becoming desperate and many of his men had been killed or wounded; in fact of the sixteen men who held this point on the left flank only one escaped without injury.  Wearne knew that if the left flank collapsed then his comrades in Parties A and C, already hard pressed themselves, would be overwhelmed and the raid a failure.  At the point when the German attack was at its most dangerous, Wearne performed an act of the utmost daring and bravery.  He leapt onto the parapet of the trench, exposing himself to a hail of machine-gun and rifle fire, and then ran along the top of the trench firing his revolver and throwing bombs down at the enemy below.  This courageous example encouraged his men to follow him and the surprise and ferocity of this attack, from an unexpected quarter, threw the Germans back. 





Although Wearne succeeded in temporarily repulsing the German attack, he was severely wounded.   Despite this, he refused to leave his men and stayed at his post organising the defence of the left flank.  He received a second serious wound just before the whistles sounded the withdrawal and sadly, as he was being dragged away from the German positions, was hit for a third time and killed. 











2nd. Lieutenant Frank Wearne





The raid was deemed a success, despite the fact that almost fifty percent of the attacking force had become casualties.  Two officers had been killed and one wounded; ten other ranks were killed and six reported missing believed killed; thirty other ranks were wounded.  Wearne was recommended for the Victoria Cross by his commanding officer, Colonel Spring. 





'By his tenacity in remaining at his post though severely wounded, and his magnificent fighting spirit, he was enabled to hold on to the flank.'





Abridged from: The Five Victoria Crosses of Bromsgrove School


©Copyright Nicholas Lovell, September, 1996. http://www.fylde.demon.co.uk/wearne.htm
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