SAPPER PETER COOMBS

 6621 – 3rd Tunnelling Company
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Peter Coombs was born June 10, 1890 at Sellheim, a settlement on the North Queensland Railway line, son of Charles Edwin and Catherine (nee McGrath) Coombs.  Peter’s military experience had been four years with the 2nd Kennedy Regiment.  In 1913 he was residing at Pyrites Road, Charters Towers and worked as a miner.  

He enlisted at the Town Hall Charters Towers on March 23, 1916 and passed the medical examination and was sworn in.  He left his occupation as a miner, his address given as Post Office, Charters Towers, Queensland.

Completed Attestation forms profile his height as 170cms (5ft 7ins) tall, weighing 54½ kgs (120lbs) with a chest measurement of 90cms (35½ins).  Brown hair complimented his dark complexion and he had brown eyes.  His religion was Roman Catholic and his mother Mrs Kate Coombs of Stubley Street, Charters Towers was nominated as next of kin.

Public acknowledgement to the volunteers was shown in The Northern Miner on Monday March 27, 1916:
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At the 11th Battalion Depot, Enoggera, Queensland he began basic military training from March 31, 1916 until May 8 when he moved to the Miners Corps Depot.  He was transferred to Langwarrin, Victoria from June 28 to August 22, 1916 and joined the January 17 Reinforcements at Seymour, Victoria on January 4, 1917 as they prepared for embarkation.  He was ranked as Acting Corporal on January 8 for the voyage overseas with the Regimental number of 6621.

The Reinforcements consisting of 168 members departed Melbourne, Vic at 3 p.m. on January 17, 1917 on board the HMAT A5 RMS Omrah.  The mail ship arrived at 8 a.m. two days later at Adelaide, S.A. and headed off at 4 p.m. that afternoon.  It sailed into the West Australian port of Fremantle on January 21 where the Reinforcements were granted Day Leave ashore the next day before leaving on January 24, 1917.  The ship returned to Fremantle at 7 a.m. on February 1 and put out to sea again at 5 p.m. the next afternoon February 2.  Durban, South Africa was reached at 7 a.m. on February 16 and sailed at 6 p.m. the following evening.  

The next port of call was Cape Town on February 20 arriving at 8 a.m. where two days later the men were granted Day Leave ashore until 11 p.m. on the 22nd before departing at 5 p.m. on February 24.  The sights of Sierra Leone were seen closely on March 9, 1917 as the vessel docked at 8 a.m. and after refuelling left at 7 a.m. on March 12, 1917.  The voyage concluded at Devonport on March 27, 1917 and the troops disembarked at Plymouth after 74 days at sea.  The three officers and 165 other ranks were detrained to Tidworth for further training for the front.  Corporal Peter Coombs reverted to a Private when he was detailed to the Drafting Department at Perham Downs but later his rank of Sapper was reinstated when transferred to the Training Battalion.  

On April 14, 1917 the Reinforcements departed via Folkstone for France marching into the Aust. General Base Depot on April 15 and six days later were assigned to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines. Through their duties, usually of ten days duration, the reinforcements would become accustomed to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.

On June 15, 1917 Sapper Coombs was attached to the 3rd Tunnelling Company.

He was taken to the 2nd Canadian Field Ambulance sick on July 31, 1917 and admitted with Urethritis then transferred to the 3rd General Field Ambulance.  By August 17 he was conveyed to the 6th Casualty Clearing Station for treatment for Urethritis and was discharged to duty and rejoined his unit on August 21, 1917.

He was admitted to the 4th Canadian Field Ambulance on February 6, 1918 suffering from Scabies and returned to duty five days later.

Ten days afterward was taken to the 34th Field Ambulance with suspected Tuberculosis (Lung) and transferred to the 6th Casualty Clearing Station his status NYD (Not Yet Diagnosed).  He was transferred to A.T. 35 on June 21 then the following day to 2nd Aust. General Hospital at Boulogne and admitted with a Debility (TB).  After four days was transferred sick to 1st Command Depot, Boulogne on June 28 and next to 10 Command Depot.

On July 1, 1918 he arrived at the 25th General Hospital with a noted Debility – Miners Phthisis (old term for TB).  He went back to the 10th Command Depot on August 5 and admitted with Debility – Bronchitis remaining there for eighteen days plus a further time at 1A Command Depot.

On September 26, 1918 he marched in to the Aust. General Base Depot to prepare to rejoin his unit on October 2.  He was granted leave and returned on November 17, 1918 after the Armistice.

A Report for Repatriation was prepared on March 27, 1919.  Sapper Coombs returned to England from France on April 2, 1919.  The next day he marched into the No 3 Group at Codford, England.

London Headquarters arranged his return to Australia and he embarked on May 15, 1919 per Orontes from Devonport, England.  His next of kin was advised of his return on June 13, 1919.  He disembarked to the 2nd Military District at Sydney, N.S.W. on July 1, 1919 and was discharged on August 25, 1919.  Later that year he was listed as a soldier at Langwarrin Military Camp, Victoria.

In recognition of his service abroad Sapper 6621 Peter Coombs was awarded the British War Medal (27369) and the Victory Medal (26209).

 Two addresses are given in 1925 one as a labourer at Imbil in the Wide Bay district of Queensland and Adelaide Boarding House, Stanley Street, Brisbane, Qld with the occupation of a Labourer.  Peter Coombs passed away on December 22, 1934 aged 44 years.  The Courier-Mail on Monday December 24, 1934 published the following:

His grave is located in Portion 10 of the Toowong Cemetery, Brisbane, Qld in Section 70, Grave no. 50.  This grave was reopened for the burial of his brother Edward (Edwin) Coombs who was interred in the same grave on April 17, 1937.   
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PRIVATE EDWARD COOMBS

16368 – 2nd Aust General Hospital

Edward (Ted) Coombs was born Edwin Coombs on August 1, 1888 at Sellheim, Qld and the older brother of Peter Coombs.  In 1913 he was a labourer working at Bobawaba between Home Hill and Bowen, Qld. 

On January 22, 1916 as a twenty-six year old Labourer he applied to enlist at the Innisfail recruiting depot and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Personal details taken show he was unmarried and 178cms (5ft 10ins) tall with a chest measurement of 94cms (37ins.)  Returning to the depot four days later he was declared fit for active service and his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.

At the Recruiting Depot in Townsville, Qld on January 28, 1916 the medical officer concurred with the results of his medical and Attestation Forms were completed the next day.  Further information reveals he was 177cms (5ft 9½ins) weighed 62.7kgs (138lbs) with a chest expansion of 82-89cms (32-35ins).  Dark was his complexion with grey eyes and black hair and vision was good.  His faith was Roman Catholic and gave his mother Mrs Katy Coombs of Park Street, Charters Towers, Qld as next-of-kin.  He then signed and took the “Oath of Allegiance”.

Basic training commenced at the 11th Depot Battalion, Enoggera, Brisbane on February 2, 1916 and was completed on March 16, 1916.  The following day he was transferred to the No. 1 Depot Aust Medical Corps for further training until November 28, 1916 when he was sent to join to the 24th Reinforcements A.M.C.  

In January 1917 he was assigned to the January Reinforcements, A.M.C. in the rank of Private with the regimental number 16368 and departed on February 7 from Sydney, NSW on board HMAT A18 Wiltshire.  The reinforcements disembarked at Devonport, England on April 11, 1917 and marched in to the A.A.M.C. training camp No. 2 at Parkhouse for further training for the front.

Proceeding overseas via Southampton Private Coombs arrived at Rouelles, France on June 15, 1917 at the Aust General Base Depot.  Five days later was detailed to the 2nd Aust General Hospital in Rouelles and two days after he was taken on strength at Wimereux.  

On October 2, 1917 he was admitted to the 2nd A.G.H. with P.U.O. (Pyrexia (Fever) of Uncertain Origin) and returned to duty on October 20.

He was admitted sick to hospital on January 2, 1918 diagnosed with P.U.O and malaria remaining until March 3 when he was detected to be Anaemic and debilitated enough to be evacuated to England a fortnight later.  He departed on the hospital ship St Denis on March 19 and entered 1st Kitchener Military hospital at Brighton with P.U.O.  A week later he was transferred to the 1st Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Harefield.

He went before a medical board on March 30, 1918 and his Statement of Case is as follows:



Disability:

Fibrosis of Lungs in 1917 France [Scar tissue in lungs]



Essential facts:
Present symptoms began in January 1918 with symptoms of

Trench Fever.  Was in 2nd A.G.H. for 6 weeks.  Had malaria in Queensland 5 years ago & blood test negative for malarial parasites.

X-ray Report showed enlargement of right bronchiolar glands.



Present condition:
Not markedly wasted.  Anaemic and debility in appearance.






Palliative dullness and anterior post Apex decrease in expansion

Increased vocal fremitus L Apex.  Occasionally fine respiratory crepitations over this area to level of 4th rib.  



Recommendation:
Discharge medically unfit class: C3

On April 8, 1918 Private Coombs embarked from England on the hospital ship Dunluce Castle where he had an upper berth for the voyage to the Suez and transhipped on July 12, 1918 to the H.M.A.T. Port Darwin.  His mother residing in Stubley Street, Charters Towers was advised on July 27, 1918 that her son Edward was returning home.  The ship docked in Sydney (2nd M.D.) August 17, 1918.

At the 6th Aust General Hospital at Kangaroo Point, Brisbane on August 19 he was admitted with the disease of Fibrosis of the Lung [Scar tissue in lungs] and examined before the medical board and released on August 21, 1918.  Shortage of breath was noted and discharge recommended as the incapacity would take at least six months recuperation.

On October 3, 1918 he was discharged medically unfit in Brisbane (1st M.D.) and to receive a pension.

The British War Medal (29101) and the Victory Medal (27781) were awarded to Private 16368 Edward Coombs, 2nd Aust General Hospital for serving his country.

Registered as Edwin he married in 1920 to Nita Irene Francis and they were residing at Soden Street, Yeerongpilly, Brisbane in 1936.  At 48 years of age Edward Coombs passed away on April 16, 1937.  This notice appeared in The Courier-Mail on Saturday April 17, 1937:


Illness contracted during his war service was a contributing factor to his death and therefore he was entitled to a Commonwealth War Grave headstone. 
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EUROPEAN WAR


The following volunteers, who were sworn in last week, leave tonight en route for Townsville, where they will join the Bingera for Brisbane—W.J.  Ruffin, F.C. Smetheram, T.E. Smetheram, W.J. Farraher, M.R. Staunton, J. Trevaskis, J.R. Clemo, S. Wood, W.J. Dwyer, P. Coombes, and W.F. Smith, all of Charters Towers.  They will be farewelled at the Town Hall and the Enlisting Officer issues an invitation to all townspeople to attend.





And his farewell in The Northern Miner Tuesday March 28, 1916:





FAREWELL TO VOLUNTEERS


   There was the usual large gathering of townspeople at the Town Hall on Monday afternoon, when the following volunteers were farewelled prior to their departure for Townsville.  Messrs W.J. Ruffin, F.E. Smetheram, T.E. Smetheram, W.J. Farraher, M.R. Staunton, J. Trevaskis, J.R. Clemo, S. Wood, W.J. Dwyer, P. Coombes and W.F. Smith, all of Charters Towers; T.J. Moyle from Pentland; S.H.D. Grant, J.L. Squire, and P.J. Squire Ravenswood; R. Trimble, R.E. Barley and A.R. Barley, Hughenden, B. Pender, Maxwelton; R.J. McLean, Urandangie; J.H. Fox, Friezland; E.E. Linton, N.R. Cameron and E.R. Opitz, Cloncurry.


   The Enlisting Office, Alderman C. Watts, briefly addressed the men, remarking he felt sure that whatever duty was required of them they would be there at the front.  That was why he was proud to send them away.  The only advice he thought he needed to give them was when they met the Germans, if they ever did, that they be prepared to get their muscles up and get in hard with the bayonet.


  The Hon. Charles McDonald M.H.R. also addressed the volunteers.


  Each of the volunteers was then presented with an indelible lead pencil and Miss Woolcock presented the Charters Towers volunteers with a silk handkerchief after which the men headed by the A.N.A. Band, marched to the station where they were given another hearty send-off.    





FUNERAL NOTICES


COOMBS—The Relatives and Friends of Peter Coombs, late 3rd Tunnelling Coy., A.I.F., are invited to attend his Funeral, to move from the Funeral Parlour, Wickham Street, Valley, This (Monday) Afternoon, at 2.45 o’clock, for Toowong Cemetery.


K.M. SMITH
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FUNERAL NOTICES


COOMBS, Edward—The Relatives and Friends of Mrs N.I. Coombs and Family, (Soden Street, Yeerongpilly), Mr Charles Coombs (Criterion Hotel), Mr and Mrs W. Neal, Mr and Mrs L. Neal and Families are invited to attend the Funeral of her beloved Husband, their Father, Brother, Brother-in-law, and Uncle, Edward (Ted) Coombs, late 2nd A.G.H., A.I.F. and Member of T.B. Soldiers’ Association, to moved from the Funeral Chapel, Wickham Street, Valley, This (Saturday) Afternoon at 3.30 o’clock to Toowong Cemetery.


K.M. SMITH








