SAPPER KEITH WARRINGTON CONNOLLY
426 – 1st Tunnelling Company
The mother of Keith Warrington Connolly was Mary Agnes Warrington, a burlesque artist known as Claire Delmar in the 1890’s in New Zealand who married Edward Connolly, a draper, and their children were Muriel Gladys Warrington Connolly born about October, 1895 in Wellington, New Zealand and Keith Warrington Connolly, who was born in Auckland, New Zealand on 31 December, 1897.  She began a long-term relationship with theatrical manager and bass soloist Gerald Shaw (who also worked under the name of Harry Thomson and Harry Shaw) and under several names the family performed and toured including Shaw’s Royal Entertainers, Shaw’s Merrymakers and the English Pierrots with Mary Agnes also entertaining as Madame Marie Shaw.  Gladys joined the troupe at six years of age and Keith when he was seven.  Gerald Shaw became involved with several mining ventures in the early 1900’s from Perth, Western Australia and the family were performing there from about 1904 onwards as the Marvellous Shaw’s and also toured the goldfield towns and wider districts with their shows.
Military experience was with U.T. 86B and returned all equipment on 19 January, 1916.

At the recruiting depot in Perth on 13 January, 1916 he applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Personal particulars taken show his address care of the General Post Office, Perth and was single and stood 173cms (5ft 8ins) tall with a chest measurement of 93cms (36½ins).  He added two years to his age making him twenty-one years old.  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.

Attestation forms were completed and describe him further giving his occupation as engineering and weighed 64.5kgs (142lbs) with a dark complexion, green eyes and dark brown hair.  Distinctive marks were moles on his back and religious faith was Church of England.  Next-of-kin nominated as his father was Gerald Connolly of G.P.O., Perth but said his father was seldom home, therefore changed to his mother Mrs Marie Connolly, 276 Beaufort Street, Perth.  He signed and took the Oath of Enlistment the same day.
He was assigned on 19 January, 1916 to the 45th Depot Battalion until 1 February moving to the 17th Field Ambulance until 2 March, 1916.  Then progressed to the Engineer Reinforcements as a Driver until 26 March and allotted to the No. 1 Company of the Mining Corps.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 426.

Meanwhile in the Domain, Sydney, New South Wales at a civic parade on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board including Sapper Connolly.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.  The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  
The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  
The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  
The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

On 26 May, 1916 he went to the 1 /3 Northumbrian Field Ambulance for dental repair and discharged to duty four days later. 

He went sick on 12 November, 1916 to the 6th London Field Ambulance with diarrhoea and three days later sent to the 47th Divisional Rest Station and rejoined his unit on November 16.

He spent the day in hospital on 4 January, 1917 but nothing was recorded about his illness.

He was admitted to the 47th Divisional Rest Station on 18 March, 1917 with Pyrexia (fever) uncertain origin) remaining until March 26 then moved to the 17th Casualty Clearing Station with Influenza and discharged to his unit on 9 April, 1917.

On 20 July, 1917 he went sick with disorder of dental caries to the 53rd Casualty Clearing Station and transferred a day later to the 4th Stationary Hospital at Arques then discharged to Base Details on July 24 at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles.  He returned to duty on 12 August, 1917.
Diarrhoea struck again sending him to the 97th Field Ambulance on 6 October, 1917 and returned to duty on October 11.

He was issued with Blue Chevrons to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

Disciplinary action was taken for the following:



Crime:

W.O.A.S. [While on Active Service] being in Poperinghe without a pass



 

Contrary to order Town Order of 25/1/18



Award:

Admonished by C.O. 29/1/18

The following day went sick to the 1st Field Ambulance moving to the 2nd Aust Casualty Clearing Station. The next day transferred on Ambulance Train no.20 to Havre and admitted to the 39th General Hospital for treatment of a social disease on 4 February, 1918.  
After 91 days curative care was discharged to the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles on April 30 and rejoined his unit on May 15, 1918.
In the Unit Diary of the 1st Tunnelling Company the following results from the Musketry School were: 
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Further disciplinary action was taken for the following:


Crime:

W.O.A.S. A.W.L. from 10.25hrs 11/9/18 to 11.25hrs 11/9/18



Award:

5 days F.P. No.2 by C.O. 1st Aust Tun. Coy 27/10/18

He was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with the rehabilitation of their area by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

On 18 January, 1919 he went with a dental disorder to the 48th Casualty Clearing Station and was discharged to his unit two days later.

Orders were received on 12 February, 1919 to prepare for demobilisation and return to the Base Depot where departure from the A.G.B.D. on February 24 took place then crossed the English Channel marching in the next day to No. 3 Group camp at Parkhouse.

He was admitted to the 1st Aust Dermatological Hospital at Bulford for treatment for scabies (a skin irritation caused by Itch Mite whose eggs are laid under the skin’s outer layer) on March 27, 1919 and sent to the Reserve Brigade Aust Artillery camp at Heytesbury.
After demobilisation Sapper Connolly embarked for Australia on board H.T. Soudan from Devonport, England on 12 May, 1919.  Base Records advised his mother on 6 June, 1919 he was returning home.  
His name appeared in the list of returning soldiers published in the:
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The ship docked at Fremantle (5th Military District) on 21 June, 1919.  News of their arrival was reported in the:
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Military Discharge was issued in Perth (5th Military District) on 5 August, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.
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He received a Telegram offering him a comedian position in Brisbane, Queensland soon after in the Royal Strollers Comedy Company with his sister Gladys and they made their way there.  A review of their show was published in the:
The following letters were in his Repatriation file and indicate his employment in the months after his return to Australia.

48 Surrey Street, 

Darlinghurst
23 Oct., 1919

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

The bearer, Mr Keith Connolly, was employed as an artist with the Royal Strollers Costume Comedy Coy at the Palace Gardens and Lyceum Theatre, Brisbane, Q.
The company disbanded on 11 October, and he was consequently thrown out of employment through no fault of his own.









Harold Newton









  Late Stage Manager









    Chas Weston’s Royal Stroller’s Coy










Brisbane, Q.

CLAY BRIDGE THEATRE Co., LIMITED

2 Denison Street,

Newtown.

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN
The bearer, Keith Connolly is engaged to open with My Theatrical Companies on Saturday next, Oct 25th 1919.










Yours sincerely










   Harry Clay

Base Records replied to the War Service Homes Commission, Sydney Branch on 13 April, 1920 listing his particulars in connection with his service.  The Commission have his address as 536 Bourke Street, Surry Hills, NSW.
The British War Medal (8091) and the Victory Medal (8058) were issued to wear for service for his country to Sapper 426 Keith Warrington Connolly, 1st Tunnelling Company.

Reviews from their shows in Perth in 1921 were published in the:
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His Victory Medal was not collected from the designated barracks in Perth and returned to Base Records in Melbourne on 30 September, 1924.  
A letter was sent to the last known address being 536 Bourke Street, Surry Hills, NSW on 10 October, 1924 but the letter was returned marked ‘left’.  The Medal Section wrote to the Sydney Branch of the War Service Homes Commission on 27 January, 1925 inquiring if they could furnish the present address of the ex-soldier as their letter had been returned unclaimed from the last address given by them.
The Commission replied on 2 February, 1925 to their memorandum and advised that their last known address of Mr Connolly was c/- Variety Office, Pitt Street, Sydney.

He collected his medal from the counter of Base Records on 19 February, 1925 giving his address as care of Everyone’s Ltd, 114 Castlereagh Street, Sydney.  An address had been not completed and crossed out on the receipt being Palace Hotel, Bourke…

The following Statutory Declaration was also in his Repatriation file and gives insight to his personal commitments early in 1926:

STATUTORY DECLARATION

I, Keith W. Connolly, Vaudeville artist, 536 Bourke Street, Surry Hills, NSW declare that I am the sole support for my mother and younger brother, age 11 years, who are at present in Perth, W.A.  As I am establishing a home for them is Sydney I wish to apply for free transportation for them and personal effects from Perth, W.A. to Sydney, NSW.  Dated 11/2/1926.  Late A.I.F.

In 1926 he was interviewed as he opened his new season as the Syncopating Jesters which was published in the:



The Australian Variety Theatre Archive records the following by Sharon Connolly about his Jester musical troupe:

”Led by comedian/singer Keith Connolly and his comedienne/musician sister Gladys Shaw, Keith’s Syncopating Jesters presented “jazzmania and funniosities” (music, comedy and dancing). First identified with the Tivoli organization, the eight-member group made its debut for that firm at Sydney’s Haymarket Theatre in late-1925. Although often described as comprising “international musicians” during its time on the Tivoli circuit, the group was later revealed to be all-Australian. The Jesters appeared on radio and later toured for Ike Beck, Harry Clay and Fullers’ Theatres. The group also headlined its own brief vaudeville tour in 1927. When Connolly left in late-1927 to tour with his new wife, Elsie Hosking, the group briefly toured as Gladys Shaw’s Syncopating Jesters.


Keith married at twenty-eight years of age on 15 December, 1926 in St Michael’s Anglican Church, Flinders Street, Surry Hills to nineteen year old variety performer and talented former juvenile vaudeville star, Gwendoline Elsie Hosking, also from Perth, W.A.  Her father Andy Hosking was a Perth theatre manager.  News of their nuptials was announced in the: 

Keith Connolly’s career of performing throughout Australia was long and varied up to the 1950’s and can best be summarised along with his major fellow performers through their profiles with the Australian Variety Theatre Archive supplied by Sharon Connolly:
“Keith Warrington Connolly performed with his parents’ variety troupe from age seven and was later a member of the Young Australia League. In 1916 he enlisted with the Australian Imperial Forces (A.I.F.) and went on to serve with the Mining Corps. After returning home in 1919 he and his sister Gladys Shaw toured with such troupes as the Royal Strollers [2] (1919) and Nat Phillips’ Stiffy and Mo Revue Co (1921-25) before forming Keith’s Syncopating Jesters (1925-27). Connolly’s career, which continued well into the 1950s, included engagements with George Wallace, Nat Phillip’s Whirligigs, Fullers All-American Revue Co (including New Zealand, 1939) and in companies featuring Roy Rene, Stud Foley, Nellie Kolle, and his wife Elsie Hosking.

Keith Connolly (1897-1961) – New Zealand-born comedian, actor, dancer, singer and band leader.”

“The daughter of Perth theatre manager Andy Hosking, Elsie Hosking established herself as one of the city’s brightest juvenile vaudeville stars during the latter years of the war, and at one stage was also a member of Allan Wilkie’s dramatic company (ca. 1918-19). Although largely associated with Western Australia during the early 1920s, Hosking occasionally undertook engagements in the eastern states and South Australia. After her marriage to comedian Keith Connolly in 1926 Hosking’s career expanded considerably to include consistent tours throughout Australia, a 1939 New Zealand tour, and radio. Highly-regarded as entertainers the couple continued to perform regularly into the 1950s, with Hosking invariably billed as Sunny Day from ca. 1943.”
Elsie Hocking aka Sunny Day (1907-1992) – singer, dancer, comedienne. 

“Once described as “a wonderful whistler and a saucy soubrette,” Gladys Shaw performed with her family’s variety troupe from age six and worked as a solo performer in Western Australia during World War I. She joined the Royal Strollers (2) in 1919, along with her brother Keith Connolly, and became a prominent Fullers artist in partnership with songwriter Fred Webber. She and her brother later toured with Nat Phillips’ Stiffy and Mo Revue Co (1922-25) then established Keith’s Syncopating Jesters (later Gladys Shaw’s Syncopating Jesters). Shaw’s career between the late-1920s and her retirement in the 1950s saw her associated with numerous companies, including Connors and Paul‘s League of Nations, Coles Varieties, and Sorlie’s travelling theatre.  Shaw also occasionally appeared on radio during her career, both as a solo act and with some of the companies she was with at the time.

Gladys Shaw (1895-1960) New Zealand-born comedienne, whistler, dancer, musician (sax/banjo).”
During the Second World War he re-enlisted for service in Adelaide, South Australia at Kent Town on 31 August, 1942.  Base Records received a phone call the same day from the Senior Medical Officer at No. 5 Recruiting Centre RA.A.F., 18 William Street, Adelaide requesting the medical history of his service and Records replied the same day by letter stating that he was admitted to hospital 30/1/18, disability V.D. C., and was discharged to duty on 30/4/18.

Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Gwendoline Connolly.  He served with the Royal Aust. Air Force with the service number 115859 until the Leading Aircraftman was discharged from R.A.A.F. Headquarters on 27 December, 1944.

The Adelaide Branch of the Repatriation Commission requested a copy of his service records from Base Records and these were forwarded on 6 March, 1945. 

From 1954 they were listed residing at 83 Robert Street, Bayswater and he was a salesman.

The Perth Branch of the Repatriation Department requested a copy of his service records from Base Records forwarded these on 17 January, 1955.

Keith Warrington Connolly, late of Bayswater, Perth, passed away on 11 April, 1961 aged 63 years.  Burial took place in the Anglican portion of Karrakatta Cemetery within section ZS in gravesite no. 130.

Mrs Elsie Connolly died on 10 December, 1991 aged 85 years, former resident at Bull Creek, and her ashes were placed in the family grave with her husband in Karrakatta Cemetery.

Their only child, Keith Andrew Warrington Connolly (1928-2005), became a journalist and much-respected film critic.

REUNIONS

Former members of the (Alphabet Company) Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company and Tunnellers’ in Sydney would meet to march in the Anzac Day parade then attend their annual luncheon.  Roll Registers for newsletters of this annual event were kept and his name appears as follows:

    1928

K. W. Connolly 
(1st)
c/o Mr W. Connolly, Stephen Court, Elizabeth Street








Sydney.       Late of No. 1 Mining Coy
© Donna Baldey 2019

www.tunnellers.net

with the assistance of Sharon Connolly
NO 3 SECTION


Squad Sergeant:  Sergt. Fletcher


Squad No. 1.						Second School: MUSKETRY


							Fortnight ending 23-6-18





No.	Rank.		Name				Grouping	Rapid	Vanishing Target	Total


  410	“Spr.”		Connolly  K.			25		12		15		     52


   			Average per man	             21.3		13.9		19.8


    (30 men)


Total average 55.0


Possible          70





Kalgoorlie Miner Thursday June 12, 1919:


RETURNING AUSTRALIANS – FIVE STEAMER LISTS


The following lists of personnel of the A.I.F. returning to Australia were received from the military headquarters, Perth, yesterday.


S.S. SOUDAN


	426 Spr. K.W. Connolly								Article abridged





West Australian Saturday June 21, 1919:


RETURNING SOLDIERS – TRANSPORT MOVEMENTS


Soudan, due Fremantle at noon to-day.  Present advices indicate clean ship, and if confirmed on arrival troops will be disembarked at E shed about 3.30 p.m. 





Daily Mail (Brisbane) Tuesday October 7, 1919:


AMUSEMENTS – THE ROYAL STROLLERS


With a well-selected programme of some 20 numbers, among which was not a single tedious one, Mr Charles Weston and his company of Royal Strollers opened their new season at the Lyceum Theatre last night, before a highly appreciative audience.  The company is strong in vocalists.


Miss Gladys Shaw is a clever comedienne. Mr Keith Connolly reduced his audience to helpless laughter with his humorous item “Paddy McGinty’s Goat and comedy again held sway in Miss Gladys Shaw’s rendering of [blurred], a humorous song specially composed by Mr Ovilmick. 			Article abridged





Call (Perth) Friday May 20, 1921


SHAFTSBURY


Keith Connolly’s as funny as ever.							Article abridged





Daily News Tuesday September 6, 1921:


SHAFTESBURY THEATRE


Keith Connolly and Gladys Shaw, the popular topical duo, will accede to request numbers for the last nights of their season with the Brooks Amusement Company.  They will be farewelled on Friday next.





Call Friday February 26, 1926:


WHAT’S ON AT THE SHOWS - RETURNS AT HEAD OF JAZZ TROUPE


A CHAT WITH KEITH CONNOLLY


(By Hamlet’s Ghost)


In 1919, after his return from the war, a Western boy named Keith Connolly started out with his sister, who took the name of Gladys Shaw, to make their way in the hazardous footlights game.  Their dance-song act was moderately successful for a time.  They brightened it up.


GAVE IT PEP


Keith Connolly left the Luxor and the west with a big idea.  The song and dance type was overworked, he realised, and what he wanted was something new.


That something is what has brought him to Perth again.


No doubt you’ve heard of Keith’s Syncopating Jesters, who are to commence a season at the Prince of Wales on Saturday.  Well that is the result of Keith Connolly’s big idea.


“When I left the West,” he told me, the other day, “I had this idea in my mind.  I had seen the idea in France during the war, and as it was quite novel for Australia, I determined to try and introduce it.  In Melbourne and Sydney I chose half a dozen versatile instrumentalists, and after constant rehearsing and much hard work they became a first-class combination.”


Is it just a jazz band?


“No. My partner and I do dances, songs, and whistling before the band, and there is a big element of comedy, notably in burlesques in which the band figures.  That is where the variety comes in, and that is where it differs from the ordinary jazz band.”


It’s an Australian band?


“Oh yes,  In fact my brother Gerald is the drummer and the trumpeter,  Stan Coltman, is a prominent Sydney cricketer, his average in the North Sydney club being 226, which I believe is an Australasian record this season.”


You went big in the East?


“Quite!  Our seasons in the big theatres were very successful, and I think that Perth will like the act too.”


There is big opposition there?


“If you speak of jazz bands, there is.  But this is the only band that has an act before it, and in that respect it is distinctive.  Some of the bands over there are very fine, but I do not think that Australians, now they are taking it up seriously, have anything to learn from the imported musicians when it comes to jazz music.  


As proof of this, it is worth noting the number of Australians who are going away to take positions in bands in England and elsewhere.”


Despite his splendid success in the stage game and the promise the new act give him, Keith Connolly is still a retiring unaffected young man.


Cont/d








Keith Connolly and Syncopating Jesters


Photo sourced from Australian Variety Theatre Archive – photograph supplied by Sharon Connolly








Continues:


He’s glad to be back in the West—that’s natural—and he’s hoping that his new act is going to be as popular here as it was in the East.


It should be.





Elsie Hocking


Aust. Variety Theatre performer





Mirror (Perth) Saturday January 22, 1927:


WELL-KNOWN ARTISTS WED


Mr and Mrs Keith Connolly in Sydney.  They are well known to local folk as Keith Connolly of the Syncopating Jesters and Elsie Hosking of the Luxor and the daughter of Mr and Mrs Andy Hosking, of Perth.  The marriage took place in Sydney on December 15.





Keith’s sister - Gladys Shaw








