 SAPPER / DRIVER ROBERT CECIL COBCROFT

2346 – Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company / 6th Aust Motor Transport Company

Robert Abel Cecil George Cobcroft was born in Nyngan, NSW in 1899 the son of George Creswell and Constance Ushane V. Cobcroft.  His trade was motor mechanic.

At Victoria Barracks, Sydney, NSW on February 11, 1916 the eighteen year old applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  His mother gave her consent for enlistment of the under twenty-one year old as his father’s whereabouts were unknown.  Personal particulars taken show his address was 91 King Street, Newtown, Sydney, NSW and stood 167cms (5ft 5¾ins) tall with a chest expansion of 84-92cms (33-36ins).  He was declared fit and the recruiting officer accepted his application.

Forms of Attestation were completed adding further information that he weighed 64.5kgs (142lbs) with a fair complexion, blue eyes that tested to good vision and had fair coloured hair.  Distinctive marks were an appendix scar and the tip under finger on left hand was missing.  Religious faith was Church of England.  Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Constance Cobcroft of 91 King Street, Newtown, NSW.  He signed and took ‘The Oath of Enlistment’ the same day.

Basic training commenced at the camp of the Mining Corps at Casula, near Liverpool in the rank of Sapper with the regimental number 2346 and assigned to the 2nd Reinforcements to the Corps.

The Reinforcements consisting of 3 Officers and 177 Other Ranks (180 members) embarked from Sydney, NSW on March 31, 1916 on the transport HMAT A16 Star of Victoria.  The ship arrived at Colombo, Ceylon on April 4, 1916 and after refuelling departed the following day.  The vessel docked at the Suez, Egypt on May 3, 1916 where the Reinforcements disembarked after 33 days at sea.  The weather during the voyage was cold and rough.  The Star of Victoria departed the next day for Port Said and spent the day in port May 5, 1916.  From the Suez the men were transported to Alexandria where they were transhipped to the City of Edinburgh leaving on May 5 for the crossing to France.  They arrived at Marseilles on May 17 and were entrained to Etaples marching in to the Base Depot on June 1, 1916 and taken on strength on June 23.

He was appointed as Motor Transport Driver and mustered as a Driver on July 1, 1916.  An Examination Record shows he had 10 months experience as a Motor Driver passing the oral test on Engine, Carburation, Ignition and roadside repair.  He also completed a driving test.

Experience with his civil trade of motor mechanic was important for work with the Aust Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company therefore he was taken on strength with this company on October 3, 1916.

He was sent to the 15th Casualty Clearing Station on April 4, 1917 then to the No. 7 Convalescent Depot at Boulogne on April 8.  Next day was admitted to the 51st General Hospital at Etaples for treatment of a social disease remaining until May 16 when discharged to Base Details and left to rejoin his unit on May 24, 1917.

Transferred on July 31, 1917 to the Motor Transport section of the Aust Army Service Corps and taken on strength on August 8 with the ‘K’ Supply Column.

He was admitted to the 1/1 West Riding Field Ambulance on February 18, 1918 after being accidentally injured and moved to the 1st C.C.S. with a severe laceration wound to his 1st right finger.  On February 24 he was moved to the 13th C.C.S. 

A transfer took place on March 12 to the C.T.M.T. Company to be taken on strength and discharged to duty on March 23 and joined his unit the following day.

While serving with the 6th Motor Transport Company the following disciplinary action was taken by the officer commanding the A.E.M.M.B.C.:



Crime:

In the field 10/5/18 when on Active Service, driving at excessive speed





(over 10 miles per hour) through Blendiques



Award:

Forfeits 4 day’s pay 20/5/18 through A.E.M.M.B.C. paybook.

Leave to the United Kingdom was granted from September 20, 1918. 

Admitted to the New Zealand Stationary Hospital on October 7, 1918 with Influenza developing into Bronchitis and was discharged to duty on October 17.  The following day was detached to the A.E.M.M.B. Company.  He was with his unit when Peace was declared a month later.

The unit remained on the front assisting with generating electricity and servicing pumps and equipment important to those rehabilitating their areas.

Leave to Paris was granted from January 14 to January 21, 1919.

On February 1, 1919 he was admitted to the 3/2 West Lancashire Field Ambulance for treatment of Scabies (a skin irritation caused by Itch Mite whose eggs are laid under the skin’s outer layer) and discharged to duty on February 7.

Leave was granted to the United Kingdom on March 24 and returned on April 7, 1919.  Recalled to Base on May 10, 1919 to prepare for demobilisation, moved out on May 19 crossing the English Channel. Disembarked at Southampton the next day and proceeded to the No. 3 Group Camp at Codford.

From Headquarters in London he marched in to the No. 1 Group at Heytesbury on June 12, 1919.

On July 6, 1919 Driver Cobcroft embarked from Southampton on board H.T. Boorara for the voyage home.  Next-of-kin were advised by Base Records on July 28, 1919 that he was en route to Australia.  The ship arrived in Melbourne, Vic (3rd M.D.) on August 27, 1919 and proceeded by rail to Sydney, NSW (2nd M.D.).

News of the ship’s arrival was published in the:


The Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows in Sydney, NSW wrote to Base Records on October 8, 1919 requesting a Certificate of illness during service as he had applied for sickness benefits from the Society.  Base Records replied on October 15 with certified sickness records held at their Office to that date.

Military Discharge was issued in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on October 20, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.

His mother wrote from 91 King Street, Newtown on October 5, 1920 making enquiries as to why she was refused recorded history of her son’s illness whilst on active service.  She could get a settlement from the Lodge if she had the military record and it had been twelve months since she was informed by the Record Office that the Lodge had to apply but the Lodge stated that she had to get the information.  Records wrote back on October 25, 1920 that her letter had been forwarded by the Minister for Defence and that on 15/10/19 a letter of incapacitation regarding her son was sent to the Grand Secretary of the M.U. I.O.O.F., Elizabeth Street, Sydney.  If she required another Certificate other than for this Lodge she should ask them to apply directly to this branch as under regulations recently framed it was not permissible to issue documents to other applicants.

Mrs Cobcroft replied on November 23, 1920 requesting as a special favour the dates of her son’s illness whilst on duty as the Lodge denies ever receiving any notification from their Department.  She wanted answers to several of her questions and felt that Justice for his entitlements and assistance were not being given.  She enclosed letters from the Lodge.

Further correspondence was issued by Base Records to her communication on November 26, 1920 in which they stated that it appeared a misunderstanding of the information required existed between her son and his Lodge which merely required him to give approximate periods of time he was claiming sick benefits so that these could be compared with the Certificate furnished by their office to the Grand Secretary.  It was suggested her son give details from memory to his Secretary and the matter would then reach a conclusion.

For serving his country Sapper /Driver 2346 Robert Cecil Cobcroft, Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company / 6th Aust Motor Transport Company was issued with the British War Medal (36989) and the Victory Medal (36423).

Robert Cobcroft married in 1927 to Laura Evelyn Leveridge with their marriage registered at Newtown, NSW.

In 1934 he was a candidate for the Municipal election with the results published in the:

Their residence from 1936 onwards was 79 Alice Street, Lakemba with his occupation of Ambulance Officer.

Further candidatures from Municipal elections were printed in the:

A Statement of Service was issued by Base Records on September 8, 1949 to the Repatriation Commission in Sydney, NSW.

Robert Abel C.G. Cobcroft passed away on April 25, 1971 aged 73 years.  Family arrangements were announced in the:

And again the following day:


Robert ‘Cobby’ Cobcroft was a member of the (Alphabet Company) Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company and Tunnellers’ Anzac Day Reunion and his name and address is listed in their Roll Registers for newsletters of their annual function after the Anzac Day march in Sydney, NSW.

    1928
62 St Marks Road, Randwick

Letter returned 2/29



60 Railway Road, Marrickville
Changed to “Loomeah” 79 Alice Street, Lakemba

    1934
79 Alice Street, Lakemba

 1960-68
79 Alice Street, Lakemba

Marked attending 1968 Reunion

 1970-71
79 Alice Street, Lakemba

In 1964 correspondence from the secretary he is mentioned in a letter to a member living in the United States and the extract reads:

Bob Cobcroft passed on the copy of “War Underground” which I understand you sent him some time ago and I have read it with great interest.

Robert Cobcroft also organised the 1959, 1960 and 1962 Anzac Day reunions in his role as honorary acting secretary and his reports appear on this website under Bits & Pieces – Reunions.

© Donna Baldey 2012

www.tunnellers.net

Sydney Morning Herald August 27, 1919:


RETURNING SOLDIERS


ARRIVALS TO-DAY AND TO-MORROW


BOORARA


Troops by the Boorara will arrive by special train to-morrow afternoon.


Relations and friends who have tickets marked “Boorara” from the Staff Officer for invalids will be admitted to the Anzac Buffet at 1.30 p.m.


Queensland soldiers will leave by train for the northern State at a time to be announced.


Motor cars numbered on the Red Cross register from 48 to 111 are required to be at Chalmers-street entrance, Central Railway Station, at 2 p.m.					                                       Article abridged





Sydney Morning Herald Monday December 3, 1934:


DETAILS OF POLLING


CANTERBURY


West Ward: Frederick Thomas Bennett (S.L.) 1385, Herbert Athelatone McPherson 1248, Frank Meddos (S.L.) 1240 (elected); Harold Henry Brideson 1132, George Alfred Court (S.L.) 1103, Robert Cecil Cobcroft 1089, John Ryan 763, Kevin O’Malley Jones 635, James George Allman 462, Arthur Edward Cupitt 354, Horace Charles Austin Ryan 260, Robert George Cram 96.                                                           Article abridged





Sydney Morning Herald Monday November 8, 1948:


MUNICIPAL AND SHIRE ELECTIONS


NOMINATION OF CANDIDATES


WEST WARD:


Clarence Lindsay BARTON    Harry Winston CHAPMAN        Robert Abel Cecil George COBCROFT


John Edward HODGKINS       Edwin Clarence Austin HOLLIER    Kevin O’Malley JONES


George Edgar RUSSELL         Frank Richard SMITH                Hilda TOUHY


Samuel Edward WARREN      Alfred Edwin YARD


There being a greater number of candidates nominated in all wards than are required to be elected, have to announce that a Poll will be taken for the election of THREE Aldermen for each of the abovementioned wards on Saturday December 4th, 1948 between the hours of 8 a.m. and 8 p.m. at the undermentioned Polling places, of which the Town Hall, Canterbury will be principal polling place.                                  Article abridged





Sydney Morning Herald Tuesday April 27, 1971:


DEATHS


COBCROFT, Robert Abel Cecil George—April 25, 1971. (Suddenly), of 79 Alice Street, Lakemba, loving husband of Laura, fond brother of Zena, brother-in-law of Keith and Ellen Leveridge, uncle of Norman Power and Olga Whiteman.


FUNERALS


COBCROFT—The Relatives and Friends of the late ROBERT ABEL CECIL GEORGE COBCROFT, of 79 Alice Street, Lakemba, are invited to attend his funeral service, to be held in the War Memorial Chapel, Church of England Cemetery, Rookwood, tomorrow, Wednesday, April 28, at 10 a.m.


   At the completion of the service an internment will take place in the family grave.


BRUCE MAURER


A.F.D.A.


92 6121, North Sydney, 3 lines


COBCROFT—Members of the Hurstville R.S.L. Sub-Branch and Memorial Club, are invited to attend the funeral of our late highly esteemed member, Mr ROBERT COBCROFT.


   For further particulars see family notice.


BEATTIE  President Sub-Branch


A. KELSO Chairman, Memorial Club


COBCROFT—The members of the Gladesville R.S.L. are invited to attend the funeral of their late esteemed member ROBERT ABEL COBCROFT.  Please refer family notice.


K.R. FISHER President, Sub-branch


W.C. REYNOLDS President, Club.


COBCROFT—The Officers and Brethren of Lodge Enmore No 415 U.G.L. of N.S.W. are respectfully invited to attend the funeral of their late esteemed Wor. Brother, R.A.C. COBCROFT, D.C.


For further particulars see family notice.  Regalia.


L.J. STEWART W.M.


          R.G. PAWLEY, Sec.


COBCROFT—Officers and Members of Crana No. 32 C.M.A. are kindly invited to attend the Funeral of their late esteemed member ROBERT COBCROFT.  


For particulars see family notice.


W.E. WOOD, Pres.


A. WHYTE, Sec.


COBCROFT—The Officers and Brethren of Newtown Mark Lodge No 56 of G.L.M.M.M. of N.S.W. are invited to attend the funeral of their late esteemed member and treasurer, Wor. Bro. R.A.C. COBCROFT.  For particulars see family notice.


N.P. CHARDON, W.M.


A.G. DUMBLE, Sec.


COBCROFT—The Officers and Companions of Newtown Royal Arch Chapter No 55 of S.Q.C. of N.S.W., are invited to attend the funeral of their late esteemed companion and treasurer, Ex Companion R.A.C. COBCROFT.  For particulars see family notice.


   F.O. SMITH, First Principal


A.G. DUNBLE, Scribe E.





Sydney Morning Herald April 28, 1971:


FUNERALS


COBCROFT—The Relatives and Friends of the late ROBERT ABEL CECIL COBCROFT, of 79 Alice Street, Lakemba, are invited to attend his funeral service to be held at the War Memorial Chapel, Church of England Cemetery, Rookwood, this Wednesday April 28, at 10 a.m.


   At completion of the service an interment will take place in the family grave.


BRUCE MAURER


A.F.D.A.


92 6121 North Sydney   3 lines. 





Sydney Morning Herald April 28, 1971:


FUNERALS


COBCROFT—Old Comrades of the A.E.M.M. and B. and Tunnelling Coy, 1st A.I.F. are kindly invited to attend the funeral of their late highly esteemed comrade and assistant secretary of their reunion committee R.A.C. (Bob) COBCROFT.


  Funeral arrangements see family notice.


							J. LOCKREY President


							C. ROY NILSSON


							Hon. Secretary,


							    A.E.M.M. and B. and Tunnelling Co.


							    1st A.I.F. Reunion Committee.








