SAPPER / DRIVER JOHN FRANCIS EDWARD CLIFF

956 – 3rd Tunnelling Company

John Francis Edwards Cliff was born in 1875 at Bendigo, Victoria the son of John Francis Edwards and Florence (nee Phillips) Cliff with the birth registered at Nerring, Vic.  Later his parents were residents of Broken Hill, New South Wales where his father died on April 30, 1913.
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In 1903 John was working as a waiter residing at Coolgardie Road, Kalgoorlie, Western Australia.  The following Court Report from 1906 was published in the:

In 1912 he was a carter at 36 St Albans Road, Kalgoorlie and three years later he was a dealer at 25 Point Street, Fremantle, W.A.   Cliff and his partner were at a Supreme Court hearing reported in:
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At the recruiting depot in Perth, W.A. on October 20, 1915 the thirty-nine-year-old marine dealer applied to enlist for active service abroad.  He had been rejected previously due to defective teeth.  Attestation forms were completed which describe him as 165cms (5ft 5ins) tall, weighing 56.8kgs (125lbs) with a chest expansion of 86-94cms (34-37ins).  Complexion was dark with brown eyes and iron-grey hair.  Religious faith was Church of England.  
Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Florence Cliff of Williams Lane, West Broken Hill, N.S.W.  He was sworn in the same day.

Leaving his address at 61 Adelaide Street, Fremantle basic training for Private Cliff commenced on October 27, 1915 with the 34th Depot Battalion until November 4 when he was moved to ‘D Coy’ 4th Depot Battalion.

Recruiting for the Miners’ Corps had begun on December 1st, 1915 therefore Private Cliff was placed for basic training at the Helena Vale camp at Blackboy Hill, W.A. with the newly forming Corps two days later.  

The Unit’s title was the No. 3 Company with a major portion of No. 3 Company recruited by 2nd Lt. L.J. Coulter, A.I.F. who was sent from N.S.W. to W.A. for that purpose.  

They were made up to strength with 1 Officer and 274 Other Ranks and embarked from Fremantle, W.A. 
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On December 18, 1915 the company sailed for Sydney, NSW on board the troopship SS Indarra.  His name appears on the passenger list which was published in:
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On Boxing Day (Dec 26th), 1915 the Unit arrived in Sydney and marched into Casula Camp, near Liverpool, NSW. They were joined by the 4th Section of the Tasmanian Miners, bringing the establishment strength up to 15 officers and 349 Other Ranks under the command of 2nd Lieutenant L.J. Coulter.

Mining Corps Units from all Military districts came together at Casula camp, near Liverpool, NSW to complete training as a Corps.  Cliff was assigned the regimental number 956 in the rank of Sapper and remained in No. 3 Company.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  
The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded.  Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces.  
Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  
On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.
The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  
The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  
The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  
The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

Four sections of the No. 3 Company were dispersed to various sectors for instructional training.  On May 13, 1916 Sapper Cliff was attached for duty with No. 4 Section for training with the 254th Tunnelling Company, Royal Engineers.

On December 5, 1916 disciplinary action was given for the following:



Offence:
In the field while on active service 3/12/16 Drunk



Award:

Fined 5 shillings by C.O. 3rd Tun Coy 5/12/16

The No. 3 Company was transferred on December 18, 1916 to the 3rd Tunnelling Company in the field.

Leave was granted to England and while there he reported sick to Administration Headquarters, London and was admitted to King George’s Hospital on Stamford Street, on August 2, 1917, his illness was stated to be NYD (not diagnosed yet).  On August 10 was discharged from hospital to Headquarters and rejoined his unit in the field in France six days later.

It was noted on his records in November, 1917 that he has been appointed the rank of Driver on the day of embarkation from Sydney.

Sapper Cliff is named in the Mess Hall of the 3rd Tunnelling Company at Noeux-les-mines on 30 January, 1918.

Leave to England was granted from February 14, 1918 and he rejoined his unit on March 1.

Three Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform on February 20, 1918 for serving two years abroad. 

He remained with his company and was there when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front assisting with rehabilitation of their districts by repairing roads and bridges and defusing booby traps left by the enemy.

He was noted to be with his unit in an audit on December 16, 1918.

Further leave from France was granted on January 10 to January 24, 1919 and rejoined his unit two days later.

Orders were received to return to the Base Depot to prepare for demobilisation on February 6 and they departed from the Aust General Base Depot on February 21 crossing the English Channel and marching into the Reserve Brigade Aust Artillery at Heytesbury the next day.

On March 19, 1919 he left for the No.2 Training Brigade camp at Codford.

After demobilisation Driver Cliff embarked for Australia from Devonport, England on board H.T. Sardinia a month later on April 19, 1919.  Base Records advised his mother on May 3, 1919 that he was returning home.  
The ship docked on June 4, 1919 in Adelaide, S.A. (4th Military District).  News of their arrival was reported in:


Military Discharge was issued in Adelaide, S.A. on July 10, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.

His name appeared in free advertisements for returned soldiers looking for work during the last quarter of 1919 as follows:


A copy of his Will was sent to the 5th Military District, Perth, W.A. on October 27, 1919.

For serving his country Driver 956 John Francis Edward Cliff, 3rd Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (10035) and the Victory Medal (9971).  The Victory Medal was collected in person from the Military District Barracks, Adelaide on April 25, 1922.

He married at fifty years of age in Adelaide, S.A, to Eleanor Mary McDermott in 1925.

A Statement of his Service was requested by the Adelaide Branch of the Repatriation Department from Base Records and forwarded on September 19, 1931.

John Francis Edwards Cliff passed away on April 4, 1944 aged 68 years.  Burial took place in Centennial Park Cemetery, Adelaide, S.A. and his grave is located in portion ACA, path D in plot no. 2700.  A Death Notice was published in the:


Mrs Eleanor M. Cliff is also in the same plot.
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Kalgoorlie Western Argus Tuesday March 13, 1906:


KALGOORLIE POLICE COURT


ILLEGAL DETENTION


Rose Banes was charged by John Francis Cliff with having illegally detained goods to the value of £7 10s.


After hearing evidence the case was dismissed, the bench not being satisfied as to the ownership.








The Daily News (Perth) Tuesday May 20, 1913:


BRANDED BOTTLES


DISPUTE BETWEEN MARINE STORE DEALERS


P AND F BOTTLE EXCHANGE V. D CURTIS


The hearing was continued in the Supreme Court this morning, before his Honor the chief Justice, of the case in which the Perth and Fremantle Bottle Exchange Co Ltd claim for an injunction restraining D. Curtis, a marine store dealer, carrying on business in Perth, his servants or agents, from purchasing, collecting or holding or in any way dealing in or handling the plaintiff company’s bottles.





Richard Pearse and John F.E. Cliff, who had carried on the calling of marine store dealers at Fremantle for 10 years and 3 months respectively, gave evidence to the effect that they held no authority from the plaintiff company to collect bottles.  They sold branded bottles which they collected to Jack Visser and unbranded to Curtis.    


Article abridged   





No.3 Company recruits at Blackboy Hill, 3 December 1915 & on Parade - 16 December 1915


Photos courtesy Graeme Williams, grandson of 1202 Spr Charles Williams – 3ATC





The West Australian Saturday December 18, 1915:


INDARRA’S PASSENGERS


      The following passengers are booked to leave by the Indarra to-day: Messrs….J.F.E. Cliff


Article abridged








Members of the 3rd Tunnelling Company in the Mess Room at Noeux-les-Mines – Spr/Dvr Cliff is identified as circled





The Register (Adelaide) Thursday June 5, 1919:


HOME AGAIN


TROOPS FROM THE SARDINIA LANDED


The South Australian troops from the Sardinia were landed from the vessel at Queen’s Wharf, about noon on Wednesday.  There was an unusually large number of friends and spectators to witness the arrival and long before the vessel was moored the crowd were out-of-hand and broken through the guard by sheer weight and swarmed the wharf.  The best the naval and military men could then do was to join hands and form a ring around the gangway of the ship to allow the men a little freedom in disembarking.  Many persons witnessed the landing from the top of adjacent railway trucks and the roof of the wharf shed.  The military officers who went off to the vessel at the anchorage and came in with her were [listed in the article but not reproduced here].  The District Military Band under Warrant Officer Stanley played a number of selections on the wharf, and during the intervals, as the ship drew into the wharf, a fine band on board filled the gaps.  The Y.M.C.A. Army Department assisted by the ladies of the V.A.D., distributed fruit, cake and smokes to the soldiers as they reached the wharf, and they also sent off the usual comforts to the men in quarantine on the Dorset, which arrived at the anchorage early on Wednesday morning.  The Semaphore Cheer-up Society distributed “welcome home’ souvenirs.  The soldiers were briefly welcomed by Major J.K. Paul, D.S.O., on behalf of the State Commandant and the Mayor of Port Adelaide.  Soldiers disembarking were:


 956—Dvr J.F.E. Cliff									           Article abridged  








The Register Thursday October 9, 1919:


NOTICE TO EMPLOYERS


DISCHARGED SOLDIERS to the numbers and of the following occupations are awaiting employment.


  HORSE DRIVERS: J.F.E. Cliff (S).








Chronicle (Adelaide) Thursday April 13, 1944:


DEATHS


CLIFF—On April 4 (suddenly), at his residence 29 Bastings Street, Colonel Light Gardens, John F.E., late, 3rd Tunnellers, 1st A.I.F. and loved father of Belle and Mary.  Gone West.








Their grave in Centennial Park Cemetery, Adelaide, S.A.


Photo sourced from Find-a-Grave website – photographed by J.








