SAPPER JAMES HENRY CLEAVER
8324 – 2nd Tunnelling Company

James Henry Cleaver was born in Brighton, Tasmania on 16 April, 1888 the son of George Andrew Bleatham (died 1915) and Emma (died 1902) Cleaver.  His father was also known by surnames Cleaver, Hemp and Marshall.  He married at Lottah, Tas on 19 November, 1911 to Alma Rosina Mary Newling and were still living there in 1914.
He applied to enlist at the Barracks in Launceston on 17 September, 1916 but his application was deferred.  Results of enlistees was published in the:
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In 1915 he was listed in Electoral Rolls working as a miner at Gormanston, Tas.

At the recruiting depot at Claremont on 6 October, 1917 the twenty-nine-year-old mining blacksmith applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him at 167cms (5ft 5½ins) tall, weighing 61.3kgs (135lbs) with a chest measurement of 88cms (34½ins) with a dark complexion, brown eyes and dark hair.  Religion was Church of England.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Mrs Alma Cleaver of Lottah, Tas.  They had three children.  He signed and took the Oath of Allegiance the same day.
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Basic training commenced with the Specialist Company, 1st Depot Battalion (6th Military District) Claremont until 8 November, 1917 then transferred to the Tunnellers training camp at Seymour, Victoria (3rd Military District) the following day.  Joined the June, 1917 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies in the rank of Sapper with the regimental number 8324.  In preparation for departure military authorities noted his Will was lodged with his wife Mrs Alma Cleaver of Long Beach, Sandy Bay, Hobart.
Sapper Cleaver was one of 130 Reinforcements who departed Melbourne, Victoria at noon on November 26, 1917 aboard the SS Indarra.  At 10.15 p.m. the ship arrived at Albany, W.A. on November 30 and left at 2.10 p.m. on December 1, 1917.  Colombo was reached by December 13 at 10.30 a.m. and departed two days later at 8.30 a.m. on December 15.  Christmas Day was specially provided for by the ship and religious services were held on board. The soldiers disembarked at the Suez at 7 a.m. December 27, 1917.  Amusements such as sports and cricket between various troop decks took place with some competitive teams made up of officers.  Occasionally a religious service was held during the week.  Weather was excellent and warm in the tropics.

The troops were then transhipped to HMT Kashgar on January 9, 1918 and arrived at Taranto, Italy on January 20, 1918.  They were entrained at Bordighira, Italy about January 27 entering Cherbourg, France on January 31, 1918 where they boarded H.M.T. Mona’s Queen and disembarked at Southampton on February 2, 1918.  The men were entrained to Parkhouse camp and marched into No 3 Details camp the same day.  

Mrs Cleaver wrote to Base Records from Lottah, Tas in December, 1917 and forwarded a parcel to her husband through them asking if they could properly address it.  Would they kindly find out his address as his number had been altered from 7150 to 8324 in November.  All parcels and letters went to Seymour before he embarked on 26 November.  A memo on the letter states parcel was forwarded on 19 December and his address sent by standard printed card on December 17.
Proceeded overseas to France on 15 March, 1918 from Southampton arriving at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles a day later.  Marched out from the Aust Corps Depot in Caestre on 21 March for the 2nd Tunnelling Company.  Word was received on 23 March by the company that the enemy had broken through on the right and advancing at Equancourt and the company marched out to Rocquigny.  The new arrivals were recorded in the unit diary of the 2nd Tunnelling Company:


“23/3/18

59 O.R. new reinforcements marched in ex A.G.B.D. and was attached to sections.”

The following day with the enemy still advancing a further move sent company stores to Artillery Lane near Pozieres on the Bapaume-Albert Road at 2 a.m.  The company reached Pozieres at 5 p.m. on March 24 and continued two miles from Albert.  
Sapper was taken on strength with the company.  Men were given breakfast and rations for 48 hours and to stand by.  Craters were blown on the Bapaume-Albert Road and picks and shovels were drawn and to await arrangements to start work.
Discipline was issued for the following:



Crime:

While on Active Service – drunkenness 29/4/18



Award:

25 days Field Punishment No. 2 by O.C. 2nd Tun. Coy 4/5/18

Service continued without injury or illness and was with his unit when Peace was declared.  The Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their areas by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.  

Base Records received a letter from Mrs Alma Cleaver dated 28 January, 1919 writing to let them know that she was living now at Fingal and if any report as to her husband was coming home kindly send to Fingal Post Office, Tas.  Letter was received on 31 January, 1919 and change of address noted on his records on February 1.

Sapper was paid in France on 15 March, 1919.

A note written on a telegram form was sent from Mrs Cleaver to Base Records dated 3 May, 1919 from Launceston and received on 10 May:

Will you kindly let me know if my husband Sapper James H. Cleaver No. 8324 2nd Tunnelling company had embarked for home.  On Jan 16 he was in France, so kindly let me know as I am in Launceston on illness.  Kindly send word to General Post Office instead of Fingal.  It will be some time before I go back to Fingal.  Yours truly, Alma R. Cleaver.
Orders were received on 23 May, 1919 to return to the Aust General Base Depot 2 at Havre and embarked for England on May 30 arriving at the No. 2 Group camp at Sutton Veny the following day.

After demobilisation Sapper Cleaver embarked for Australia on 23 July, 1919 on board H.T. Suevic.  

Mrs Alma Cleaver wrote to Base Records on 2 August, 1919 from Launceston asking would they kindly let her know if she had received word that her husband was returning.  Let her know at once if he was on the list of returning as he was expecting to leave Belgium on 25 May, she asked.  Her address was care of General Post Office, Launceston.

Base Records advised his wife on 12 August that he was returning home. 
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The troopship docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 10 September, 1919 with news of their arrival reported in the:

His name was among those listed as returning to Burnie by steamer as published in the:
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He was notified but failed to report for the medical examination and was finalised by the Staff Officer for Invalid and Returned Soldiers with no disability on 14 September, 1919.  Medical notes state:




Injury to side on transport.  Soreness on left side.  [unreadable words] 




to the rib in the middle.

Military discharge was issued in Hobart (6th M.D.) on 8 October, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.

Later that year he was listed at Renison Bell working as a miner and his wife was at Fingal.  
The British War Medal (8304) and the Victory Medal (8006) were issued to Sapper James Henry Cleaver, 2nd Tunnelling Company for serving his country.

Delivery of both medals was receipted by him on 29 November, 1922 at Ringarooma, Tas.

In 1928 he was a miner at Mathinna and Alma was at 44 Chartiere Street, Launceston.
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He was fined the following year as reported in the:
His report of a robbery in 1931 appeared in the:



In trouble again with the police as reported in the:

Mrs Alma Cleaver died on 1 September, 1936 in the Launceston hospital aged 44 years.  Announcement was placed in the:

Burial took place in the monumental portion of Carr Villa Cemetery within the family plot in section A2 in grave no. 127.

Another appearance in the Launceston Police Court was reported in 1938 in the:

James Henry Cleaver died on 22 July, 1944 aged 56 years.

News of the circumstances regarding his untimely demise was reported in the:

Interment took place in the monumental portion of Carr Villa Cemetery, Launceston in A8 section in grave no. 230.


The Coroner’s inquest revealed the following:
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Daily Telegraph (Launceston) Monday September 18, 1916:


IN LAUNCESTON


Another medical examination for recruits took place at the Barracks, Launceston, yesterday afternoon.  Out of the nine who presented themselves, three were accepted and six deferred.  Their names were:


Deferred: J.H. Cleaver									Article abridged





Sapper James Henry Cleaver


Photo sourced from Virtual Anzacs Memorial contributed by Faithe Jones


and WW1Anzacs.com





Age Thursday September 11, 1919:


ARRIVAL OF THE SUEVIC CONTINGENT


By the Suevic, which arrived at Port Melbourne yesterday morning, 550 Victorian troops returned home and were enthusiastically welcomed on their passage through the streets to the “finalising” depot.  Their arrival worked smoothly and the men were soon at liberty to join their relatives and friends.  Soldiers for Northern States arriving of the same vessel were sent to their home by special trains and a party of Tasmanians were quartered in the Domain camp pending arrival of their transport across the Strait.





Examiner (Launceston) Saturday September 13, 1919:


RETURNING TASMANIANS – MEN BY ROTOMAHANA


The chairman of the northern division of the Red Cross Society (Hon G.T. Collins, C.M.G.) was advised yesterday that 46 returned soldiers had left that afternoon by the Rotomahana for Burnie.


Our Hobart correspondent wire that the following troops left Melbourne by the S. Rotomahana yesterday, and will arrive at Burnie to-day.  Ex H.T. Suevic:


J.H. Cleaver,										Article abridged





Sun News Pictorial (Melbourne) Saturday January 19, 1929:


At Brighton yesterday, James Henry Cleaver, of Queen-street, Ormond was fined £1 for having failed to have an identifying number on his car.





Police Gazettes – Tasmania 6 February, 1931:


LAUNCESTON—James Henry Cleaver, 26 Boland-street report stolen from his bedroom there situate, between 4 p.m. on the 30th ultimo and 8 p.m. on the 1st instant two white-handled razors, Carbine and IXL makes.  Valued at 15 shillings.  Identifiable. 





James and Alma Cleaver


Photo sourced from Ancestry Public Member Tree


Submitted by Peggy T. Bogar 22/11/2018





Examiner (Launceston) Thursday October 25, 1934:


INDECENT LANGUAGE


For having used indecent language in the police station yard on October 30, James Henry Cleaver was fined 5s with costs 1s.





Examiner (Launceston) Wednesday September 2, 1936:


DEATHS


CLEAVER—On the 1st September, 1936, at the Public Hospital, Launceston, Alma Rosina, dearly beloved wife of James H. Cleaver, and beloved eldest daughter of William and Margaret Newling, of 10 Margaret-street, aged 44 years.  R.I.P.





Newling – Cleaver family plot, Carr Villa Cemetery, Launceston, Tas


Photo sourced from Find-a-Grave website





Mercury (Hobart) Wednesday July 20, 1938:


POLICE MOTOR-CYCLE DAMAGED – HAND PUT THROUGH WINDSCREEN


In the Launceston Police Court yesterday, before the Police Magistrate (Mr F.N. Stope), Sgt R.H. Westell prosecuting.


James Henry Cleaver pleaded guilty to having damaged the windscreen of a motor-cycle, the property of the Tasmanian Government at Launceston, on July 18.  He was charged further with having used indecent language.


Sgt Westell said that, as a result of complaints from residents in William St., Constables Hills and Harris visited the scene, and found defendant on the footpath.  He was under the influence of liquor, and was arrested and placed in the sidecar of the police motor-cycle.  He put his fist through the windscreen.


A conviction was recorded on the first charge, defendant to pay 4/-, the amount of the damage, and on the second charge he was fined 10s, with 2/6 costs.





Saturday Evening Express (Launceston) Saturday July 22, 1944:


BODY FOUND IN QUARRY


The body of James Henry Cleaver (about 56) was found this morning in the Launceston City Council’s quarry at the foot of Cataract Hill.


At the inquest before the Coroner (Mr R.K. Green, P.M.) Detective-Inspector H.J. Gibbens, who represented the police, and Cleaver came to Launceston from Butler’s Gorge, where he was employed a few days ago.


The Inquest was adjourned after evidence of identification had been given by the dead man’s son, Walter James Cleaver.





Mercury (Hobart) Saturday July 29, 1944:


INFORMATION SOUGHT BY POLICE


Information is sought by the Launceston police concerning the movements between the lunch hour of Friday last week and the following morning of James Henry Cleaver (56) who was found dead by workmen at the municipal quarry last Saturday.  Anybody who saw Cleaver is asked to communicate with Det-Insp Gibbens.


An inquest on the death with Cleaver has been adjourned.





His grave in Carr Villa Cemetery, Launceston, Tas


Photo sourced from Find-a-Grave website





FORMAL PARTS OF INQUISITION – TAKEN WITHOUT A JURY


Launceston 4th day of October, 1944 by Mr Richard Kenneth Green.


James Henry Cleaver came by his death


Circumstances of the death conclude:


That on the afternoon of the 21st July, 1944 the deceased, James Henry Cleaver, went round hotels in the Launceston drinking by himself.  He complained of not feeling well and he was in fact suffering from disease of the heart.  He was not seen after about 5 p.m. on that day, but next morning his dead body was found in the Launceston Corporation Cataract Quarry.  He had fallen over the fence of the quarry and received injuries from which he died.  There is no evidence to show why the deceased had gone to the top of the Quarry, but two bottles of wine were found on the grass near the spot where the deceased fell over.


The findings:


That the deceased James Henry Cleaver died at Launceston on the 21st July 1944, the causes of death being cerebral haemorrhage, fractured skull, ruptured liver, and coronary atheroma and that the said James Henry Cleaver came by his death accidentally and not otherwise.


Dated at Launceston in the State of Tasmania this 4th day of October, 1944.








