SECOND A.M. CHARLES CLAY
751 – FLYING CORPS SQUADRON

London, England was stated to be the birthplace of Charles Gray about 1879, the son of James Clay (mother’s name unknown).  He was a sailor and possibly came out to Australia around 1905.  He married in St Luke’s Church, Adelaide, South Australia on 28 March, 1908 to Jane Brown who was born at Gawler East, S.A. and they were residing at Broken Hill, New South Wales in 1915.

At the recruiting depot in Broken Hill on 26 July, 1916 the married thirty-seven-year-old sailor applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms were completed and describe him as 165cms (5ft 5ins) tall, weighing 59kgs (130lbs) with a chest expansion of 89-92cms (35-36ins) and a sallow complexion and black hair with blueish eyes testing to very poor sight in the right eye and only fair in the left one.  Distinctive marks were two vaccination scars on his left arm and tattoos of a girl on the right arm, sailor’s head on front of the left arm and back of left wrist a bracelet.  Religion was Church of England.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Jane Clay of 8 Argent Street, Broken Hill, NSW and allotted three-fifths of his pay in support of her and their daughter.  He was sworn in on 3 August, 1916.

Acknowledgement with a send-off to the departing volunteers was published in the:Barrier Miner Friday August 4, 1916:
DEPARTURE OF RECRUITS
Seven recruits for the A.I.F., left Broken Hill by the express last night, and were given the usual hearty send-off by the Barrier Empire League, the City Bank, the Baden Powell Boy Scouts (who took part in the street procession), and the public generally.  Cheers were given at the station for the boys in the trenches, the recruits and for the A.M.A. Band who had shown their loyalty during the week.
The recruits were:
J.H. Nelson, H.J. Nelson, D.M. Du Caine, F. Combe, H. Faust, J. M’H. Gordon, C. Clay.
R. Herbert left during the week.			


Basic training commenced on 4 August, 1916 with A Coy, 2nd Depot Battalion to 4 September then was to join the 9th Reinforcements to the 32nd Battalion but was allotted to the Base Miners instead, training until 8 October, 1916.  From there was transferred to the 3rd Military District at Laverton, Vic assigned to the Australian Flying Squadron in the rank of 2nd Air Mechanic with the regimental number 751.  On October 20 was to be Acting Corporal with extra duty pay for the voyage only.

The Aust Flying Squadron along with 516 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies departed Melbourne, Victoria on October 25, 1916 at 1.30pm aboard the transport HMAT A38 Ulysses.  The Australian coastline disappeared from view on October 30, 1916 with the port of Durban reached at 11.30am on November 13, 1916.  Windy weather was experienced going around the Cape and arrived at Cape Town at 7am on November 19.  Sierra Leone was the next port of call but their departure was delayed until December 14, 1916 as it was not safe to proceed further.  Arrived at Plymouth, England on December 28, 1916 after 65 days at sea, with the troops disembarking at 1.30pm and the Tunnelling Reinforcements detrained to the station at Tidworth and marched in to Perham Downs the following day for further training for the front at the Aust. Details Camp while the Flying Squadron joined the 69th Aust Flying Corps.

His wife received news of his arrival which was shared in the:

Barrier Miner Wednesday January 10, 1917:
CORPORAL CLAY IN ENGLAND
Mrs Clay, of Broken Hill, has received a cablegram from her husband, Corporal Charles Clay, stating that he has arrived safe and well in England. Corporal Clay left Melbourne on October 24.


On 9 January, 1917 he was taken on command at the Riggers School for a course of instruction at Nether Avon and reverted to 2nd A.M.  
On 28 December, 1916 was E.D.P. Corporal marching out to the 47th Reserve Squad at Waddington on 2 February, 1917.

Proceeded overseas to France on 24 August, 1917 disembarking at Havre the next day and was re-mustered in the field on 17 May at 8 shillings per day per A.I.F. Orders.   Service continued without incident.

Suffered Haemorrhoids during October, 1918 which invalided him on the hospital ship Essequibo to England on October 19 entering the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital and was there when Peace was declared.

Base Records had advised his wife on 10 November, 1918 that he had been reported in hospital in England.

Discharged on 19 November to the Command Depot in Dartford then reported to the A.F.C. Depot at Wendover on 12 December, 1918.

Was granted special leave for Non-Military Employment (NME) with pay and subsistence for Electrical Engineering course attending South Western Polytechnic Institute, Chelsea, London from 11 March, 1919.
On 24 May, 1919 was granted special leave to attend Engineering at Northampton Institute at Clerkenwell, London with pay and subsistence until 25 July, 1919.

Re-transferred back to the Aust Flying Corps on expiry of leave.

After demobilisation 2 A.M. Clay embarked for Australia on 3 September, 1919 on board H.T. Barambah for the voyage home.   Base Records advised his wife on 20 September, 1919 that he was returning home.  

The soldier chose to disembark in the 5th Military District (Western Australia) and news of their arrival was reported in the:

Kalgoorlie Miner Monday 20 October, 1919:
ARRIVAL OF TROOPSHIPS
Three troopships, the Barambah, Plassy and Berrima arrived at Fremantle yesterday.  The Barambah disembarked 5 officers and 381 other ranks for Western Australia.

The troops appear to have transhipped to the Raranga and returned them to Adelaide (4th Military District on 25 October, 1919 to Port Adelaide.  His name was published as not returning as had previously been advertised in the:
Advertiser (Adelaide) Monday October 27, 1919:
RETURNING TROOPS – THE RARANGA
Eighty-seven soldiers of all ranks and 6 Imperial details men were landed for South Australia by the troopship Raranga, at the Outer Harbor on Saturday morning.  The men were welcomed by Major J.K. Pau, D.S.O. on behalf of the State Commandant and the Mayor of Port Adelaide (Mr R.H. Smith).  The District Naval Officer was represented by Lieutenant R.L. Butler.
The following, whose names had been published, did not return:
2 A.M. C. Clay										Article abridged


Military Discharge was issued in Perth (5th M.D.) on 28 December, 1919.

His Will was returned to the 2nd Military District on 31 January, 1920.

For serving his country 2 A.M. Charles Clay, Aust Flying Corps was issued with the British War Medal (15442) and the Victory Medal (15035) for serving his country.

These medals were not collected from the designated barracks and were returned to Base Records on 30 September, 1924.  A letter care of the last known address was forwarded on 10 October, 1924.
On March 28, 1933 he wrote care of the Secretary Mr Hadfield, R.S.S.A.I.L.A., Sydney kindly requesting all decorations due to him from 1915 to 1919 which he believed were laying in their department.  He said he looked a fool on Anzac Day marching with the boys and no decorations up.  He requested the medals to be sent to the address given.

His medals were dispatched by registered post on 29 March, 1933 as requested.

He wrote on April 5, 1933 from 234 Forbes Street, Darlinghurst appreciating their prompt reply and received the Military Employment Certificate but it was his medals that he requested he was entitled to.
Base Records replied to him on 7 April, 1933 that his medals were forwarded to him as requested care of the Secretary, R.S.S.A.I.L.A., Sydney.

Base Records received a request by the Sydney Branch of the Repatriation Commission for a copy of his service records which were forwarded on 20 February, 1936.

From 1935 to 1943 there is a Charles Clay residing with Alice Clay at Bringelly Road, Austral, Ingleburn working as a rigger that could be him.

On 19 June, 1957 Potter & Gratton, Solicitors in Adelaide, S.A. wrote to Base Records on behalf of the wife of Charles Clay.  They were instructed that Pte Clay served in France and later England, but never returned to Australia after the end of the war.  His wife has never seen or heard from him since.  At one time she told the solicitor she enquired as to his whereabouts and was informed that there was no record of his death nor posted as missing.  He was born in London and probably came to Australia about 1905.  Our client did say she collected a small amount of War Gratuity sometime about 1923. They would be pleased to know any information concerning this soldier as they were instructed to take proceedings for a dissolution of marriage on grounds of his presumed death.

Base Records replied on July 2, 1957 advising that this soldier had not been in touch with their office since his discharge from the Forces in Perth, W.A. on 28th December, 1919 and his present address was unknown.  It was suggested that they get in touch with the Repatriation Department Sydney, quoting regimental particulars as stated on their letter.

The solicitors wrote again on 6 November, 1957 inquiring if the soldier had made any allotment to his wife when in the A.I.F?  If so, when did the allotment cease?  Base Records replied on 5 December, 1957 advising that on enlistment made allotment of three-fifths of pay to his wife.  For particulars of payment etc. their enquiry should be directed to the District Paymaster, District Accounts Office, Swan Barracks, Perth, as the ex-member was discharged in that State.

[image: ]There is a death registered at Plantagenet, Western Australia for a Charles Clay who died in 1947.

He is commemorated on the Gawler Council Gawler Men Who Answered the Call WW1 Roll of Honor located in foyer of the Gawler Council, South Australia. 
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