SAPPER JAMES JOSEPH CLARRY
5305 Tunnelling Company

Kelvedon, Essex, England was the birthplace of James Joseph Clarry in 1870 the son of James and Melinda (nee Jealous) Clarry.  In 1871 the family were living at 33 Burnby Hall Cottage made up of James (40) agricultural labourer, Melinda (38) and children William (15) ag. Lab., George (12) general farm boy, Walter (10), Charles (5), Martha Ann (3) and Joseph (9mths).

Three years later the family came to Australia departing London on the steamer St James arriving at Maryborough, Queensland on 23 July, 1874.  Passengers were James (41), Melina (40), George (15), Walter (12) David (9), Charles (7), Martha (6), Joseph (3) and Albert (1).

News of their arrival was reported in the:

[bookmark: _Hlk46770865]Maryborough Chronicle, Wide Bay Burnett Advertiser Saturday July 25, 1874:
ARRIVAL OF THE SHIP ST. JAMES
The Health and Immigration Officers visited the ship St James on Thursday, and inspected and passed the passengers.  The Immigrants were brought up the river by the steamer Lady Bowen, and landed the same evening.  The passengers, before embarking on board the steamer, were asked collectively and individually, by the Immigration Agent whether they had any cause of complaint, and all answered in the negative.  Everybody seemed contented and satisfied and many even shed tears when the time arrived to leave the “dear old ship.”
The immigrants are as fine a sample of the working class, as any Australian community could desire to welcome amongst them.  They are well conducted, hearty and cheerful, and if there are any black sheet amongst them, they have not yet been discovered.  They hail principally from Essex and Sussex and a few from Newmarket and Woodbridge.  As an excuse for the many large young families amongst the immigrants, Mr Jay states that it is impossible to fill a vessel entirely with passengers without impediments, as only by admitting a certain number of mothers of families, to act as chaperones to the single women, can the latter be induced to emigrate, or the consent of their parents thereto obtained.
The hiring commenced yesterday morning, and before evening, all the single girls had found homes at wages varying from eight to twelve shillings per week.  All the single men were engaged from £25 to £40 a year, according to age and qualification, and several of the married couples at from £30 to £50 according to age and qualification.									Article abridged

He married aged about 20 years on 6 December, 1893 to Henriette Charlotte Pauline Hausknecht.

Passed the preliminary medical examination at the Bundaberg recruiting office for the week ending 28 November, 1915 and was among those despatched to Headquarters at Enoggera Barracks, Brisbane.

At the recruiting depot in Brisbane (1st Military District) on 24 November, 1915 the forty-two-year-old miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 165cms (5ft 5ins) tall, weighing 58.6kgs (129lbs) with a chest expansion of 89-94cms (35-37ins) and a dark complexion with good vision in his blue eyes and brown hair.  Distinctive marks were 6 vaccination scars on the left arm and a scar between his eyes and one on the right forearm.  Church of England was his religion.  Next-of-kin nominated was his sister Anne Williamson of George Street, Bundaberg.  He signed and took the Oath of Enlistment the same day. 

Acknowledgement to the departing volunteers was published in the:

Bundaberg Mail and Burnett Advertiser Monday November 29, 1915:
AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCES
During the past week the number of recruits offering has been well up to the average, 17 being despatched to headquarters.  The following have been accepted: William Joseph Parkins, Henry James White, Thomas Murell, Walter Gill, Albert Gill, Harry Godfrey, James Denny, Jack Shearer, James Clarry, William Albert McArthur, George Gordon, Roy Brown, Thomas Williams, Thomas O’Driscoll, Amos Isaac Jonre, John Burns and Arthur Lambert.

Basic training commenced the same day being allotted to the No. 1 Company of the Mining Corps at Enoggera camp, Brisbane then transferred to their training camp at Casula, near Liverpool, New South Wales where recruits from around Australia joined to establish the Mining Corps.  He did not embark with the Corps and from 29 April to 18 May, 1916 went to H.S.P.D.  Returned to the Mining Corps Reinforcements on May 18 until 12 July and joined the September, 1916 Reinforcements at Seymour, Victoria for further instruction.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 5305.

On September 30, 1916 Sapper Clarry was one of 168 volunteers who departed from Melbourne, Vic on the troopship HMAT A23 Suffolk.  The ship arrived at Fremantle on October 10 and departed the same day. 

On 24 October, 1916 while on board HMAT Suffolk at sea it was discovered his service documents were missing and was re-attested.  A memo from the Officer Commanding Mining and Tunnelling Reinforcements wrote:
The attached re-attestation paper for James Joseph Clarry has been made on board troopship, the original not being to hand.  The answers to questions on page 1 are the same as given when original Attestation was made out.
										Paul Jones, Lt. 
On 27 October, 1916 disciplinary action for the following took place:
			Offence:	At sea Insolent to superior officer 27/10/16
			Award:		12 days confined to ship by O.C. Lt-Col Battye

The South African port of Capetown was reached on October 30 and after an overnight stay left the following day.  The vessel arrived at Dakar, West Africa on November 15, 1916 staying in the harbour until November 20, 1916.  After 64 days at sea the voyage terminated at Plymouth, England on December 2, 1916 and they marched into the Details camp at Perham Downs for further training for the front.

On New Year’s Day 1917 the Reinforcements proceeded to France from Folkstone on board S.S. Arundel arriving the next day to the Aust General Base Depot.  On 15 January was attached to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, which would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.

He was taken on strength with the 1st Tunnelling Company on 29 January, 1917.

Was taken sick to 47th Divisional Rest Station the same day with bronchitis moving to the 17th Casualty Clearing Station then conveyed on Ambulance Train no.28 to Wimereux being admitted to the 2nd Aust General Hospital with bronchitis.

On 4 February, 1917 was invalided to England from Boulogne on the hospital ship Jan Breydal entering the Edmonton Military Hospital two days later with severe bronchitis. (Later noted as slight.)

Base Records regretfully advised his sister on 17 February, 1919 that information had been received to the effect that Sapper Clarry was admitted to the Edmonton Military Hospital on 6 February, 1917 suffering from bronchitis (mild).  They also enclosed his postal address for communication to him.

His name was listed among the Casualties published in the:
Telegraph Monday February 26, 1917:
ROLL OF HONOUR - QUEENSLAND
The 275th Australian casualty list was released by the censor at 10 o’clock this morning.
	Spr. J.J. Clarry, Bundaberg						Article abridged


A medical report stated:
	
In hospital since Jan. 23 with bronchitis.  Feeling pretty well now.  No catarrh – a little sputum.  
AB in fifth space within NL side lower, clear, crepitation at both bases & once husky – no 
night sweats.  When first sick sputum frequently coloured with blood.  

After thirteen days in hospital was transferred on 17 May, 1917 to the 1st Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Harefield then discharged to furlough on May 30 and to report to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth on 14 June, 1917.   The next day he appeared before the Medical Board and his Statement of Case reads:
Disability:	Bronchitis and senility (decline or deterioration of physical strength or mental functioning)
		Date of disability:	24 January, 1917
		Place of disability:	France
		Essential facts:	Evac. France 3rd July, 1917 with Bronchitis.  Also developed
					Laryngitis and had recent attacks ever since.  Dyspnoea most on
					Exertion.  45 years of age.  Considerable amount of expectoration
					in mornings.
		Cause of disability:	Exposed to cold on Active Service
		Present condition:	Coughs with expectoration particularly in mornings. Dyspnoea most 
					on exertion.  Has laryngitis at present, voice husky.  Has numerous
					fine crepits [crepitations] at both lines. Is 45 years of age.
		Recommendation:	Change to Australia	15/7/17
		Approval given:	26/6/17
Disability from:	Active service
		Disability permanent:	Yes C3
		Discharge:		Permanently unfit for general service and home service
Additional notes by Lt H.C. Mandley stated fibrosis, emphysema, bronchitis, cardio vascular disease.  Permanently unfit for all military service.        Dated Weymouth 15/6/17        

Sapper Clarry embarked for Australia on 22 July, 1917 for discharge in Australia due to bronchitis and senility on board H.T. Nestor.  His berth for the voyage was a hammock.  Base Records advised his sister on 23 August, 1917 he was returning home.

His name was among those soldiers returning reported in the:

Daily Mail Monday September 24, 1917:
FROM THE FIRING LINE – TWO BATCHES OF SOLDIERS EXPECTED SHORTLY
The Military authorities announce the return to Australia shortly of two further batches of members of the A.I.F.:
		Spr. J.J. Clarry, 1st Tun. Co.					Article abridged

After the transport docked the Queensland contingent were placed on trains for the final journey home.  News of their arrival was published in the:

Telegraph Monday October 1, 1917:
WELCOMED HOME – 356 SOLDIERS’ RETURNED
As many as 356 Queensland soldier reached Brisbane yesterday after having nobly borne their share of fighting for the Empire and national honour.  They came in three special trains, 148 men arriving at 4.5 p.m., 121 at 3.40 p.m. and 89 at 8 p.m.  the home coming was full of sincere enthusiasm, great crowds billing the station approached, and lining Edward street and Queen street, while the band from Enoggera camp raise the sweet strains of “Coming Home.”  Captain Jackson met the men on the first and third trains at Ipswich and Captain D.J. Bingle joined the second train at that city.  They found the men all able to get about, there were no cot cases.  The official welcome accorded the men in Brisbane were carried beyond the usual Ministerial character, His Excellency the Governor going over to the Kangaroo Point Hospital when the third contingent had arrived, and addressing some cheery words of thanks to the soldiers.  							
Article abridged

He was admitted to the No. 6 Aust General Hospital on arrival at Kangaroo Point where he remained a patient there until 19 October, 1917.  He appeared before the medical board the previous day and his medical notes were:
Board finds: Chronic bronchitis aggravated by service. Rhonchi (wheezing) throughout lungs. Heart clear.
Board recommends: Discharge
Incapacity:	 ½ for six months.

He was discharged from hospital on October 19, 1917 to report to the Staff Officer for Returned Soldiers and Invalids for disposal instructions.

Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on 1 November, 1917 as medically unfit.

His address was listed in 1919 as Globe Hotel, Rockhampton with the occupation of miner.

In 1920 the following was announced by the Rockhampton R.S.A.I.L.L.A. in the:
Morning Bulletin (Rockhampton) Thursday July 22, 1920: 
RETURNED SAILORS AND SOLDIERS – APPRECIATION CARDS
There are a number of appreciation cards presented by the Rockhampton Sailor’s and Soldiers’ Association Committee, available at the office of the Returned Sailors’ and Soldiers’ Imperial League, which may be procured on application at that office.  The following is a list of the names of the cards:  J.J. Clarry														Article abridged


Sapper 5305 James Joseph Clarry, 1st Tunnelling Company was issued to wear the British War Medal (12131) and the Victory Medal (11912) for serving his country. 

From 1925 onward his address was listed as Railway Street, Bundaberg working as a labourer.  In 1934 he was living near Sanitary Depot, Lion Creek Road, Rockhampton with the same occupation.  By 1937 he was at Paddy’s Island, Bundaberg.

James Joseph Clarry passed away in Brisbane on 7 September, 1938 aged 68 years.  Arrangements were placed in the:
Courier-Mail Friday September 9, 1938:
FUNERAL NOTICES
CLARRY. —The Funeral of the late James Joseph Clarry, of Bundaberg (1st Tunnelling Company, A.I.F.) will leave the Funeral Parlour, 45 Adelaide Street, City, This (Friday) Morning at 10 o’clock, for the Toowong Cemetery.
CANNON & CRIPPS
Funeral Directors
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His grave is located in portion 10 of Toowong Cemetery, within section 76 in grave no. 4.
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