CAPTAIN THOMAS OSWALD CHENOWETH

Australian Army Medical Corps

Thomas Oswald Chenoweth was born in Castlemaine, Victoria on February 5, 1888 the son of Richard Thomas and Rachel (nee Smith) Chenoweth.  As a successful student some of his results were published in the:
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He studied at Queens College, Carlton and University of Melbourne graduating with Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor of Surgery degrees.  Some medical results appeared in:

In 1908 Holyroad Hospital, Mackay, Qld was built by William Cassells but later closed in 1910 and was reopened as Lister Hospital by Dr T. Chenoweth.

He married in Queensland on April 11, 1911 to Mary McJanett Duncan and was a medical practitioner at the District Hospital in Mackay, Qld in 1913.  Two years later the following notice appeared in:

On June 26, 1917 the doctor applied to enlist with the A.I.F. for active service abroad.  The following day he applied for a Commission with the A.A.M.C. and listed his previous military experience as June and July, 1916 spent at Enoggera camp Brisbane and had been in the A.A.M.C. Reserve for fourteen months.  At twenty-nine years he stood 173cms (5ft 8ins) tall, weighed 73kgs (161lbs) with a chest expansion of 86-94cms (34-37ins) and eyesight tested to good vision.  Next-of-kin was given as his father Mr R.T. Chenoweth of 2 Belmont Street, Kew, Melbourne, Vic and later changed to his wife Mrs Mary McJanett Chenoweth of the same address.  Religious faith was Presbyterian.  He was recommended to the rank of Captain which was gazetted in the Commonwealth Gazette No. 117 on July 26, 1917.  His Will was noted to be lodged with his wife in Mackay, Qld.

Captain Chenoweth embarked from Melbourne, Vic as the medical officer on the transport HMAT A34 Persic on August 29, 1917 and sailed to Durban then to Cape Town, South Africa and terminated at Liverpool, England on October 27, 1917.  He presented the ‘Voyage Only’ Medical Officer’s Report and offered his Nominal Roll to A.I.F. Headquarters in London.

His service continued as follows:

31/10/17
Marched in to A.M.C. Training Brigade at Parkhouse



  1/11/17
Marched out to Sutton Veny camp 1st Convalescent Depot

23/3/18
Attached to 51st British Division

23/3/18
Proceeded to France and attached two days later to Admin. H.Q.

  7/4/18
Detached from 51st British Division

  8/4/18
Attached for duty with 1/3 Highland Field Ambulance

15/7/18
Posted to No. 2 A.G.H. Abbeville

24/7/18
Posted to 1st Field Ambulance Abbeville

20/8/18
Detached to 2nd Aust Tunnelling Company

In the Unit Diary of the 2nd Tunnelling Company the following entries were recorded on his attachment:


Service continued: 



23/8/18
Rejoined from detachment



  1/9/18
Detached and posted to 1st Aust Division Reinforcement Wing as 

Temporary R.M.O



 9/10/18
Leave to U.K.



Due to illness his Statement of Case before the medical board on November 4, 1918 reads:


Disability:


Influenza


Date of Disability:

October 27 [1918]

Origin of Disability:

London

Essential facts:
He had an attack of tachycardia (rapid heart rate) while out grouse shooting in Scotland on October 25.  Since then no attack but he has not exerted himself.


Attributed by:


Infection

Present condition:
Pulse 80.  Slight Effort Syndrome  [Also called Soldier’s Heart.  Nervous heart or cardiac neurosis.  Patient exhibits a group of symptoms he thinks are heart disease but has a healthy heart.  Underlying disorder is anxiety.]

    
 Fit for general service:
12 weeks

     
Fit for home service:

4 weeks – active duty with troops

    
 Sedentary employment: 
Yes

Captain Chenoweth embarked for Australia on November 6, 1918 on the H.T. Marathon as medical officer on duty for the voyage.  Base Records notified his wife on December 6, 1918 of his impending return.  He disembarked in Melbourne, Vic (3rd M.D.) on January 1, 1919 and departed for Brisbane, Qld (1st M.D.) arriving about January 3.

At the 6th Aust General Hospital at Kangaroo Point, Brisbane on January 9, 1919 he appeared before a medical board and the following is the Statement of Case:


Disability:


D.A.H. following Trench Fever [Disordered Action of Heart]

            Place of disability:

France, March, 1918

Essential facts:
March, 1918 Invalided with Trench Fever in 2nd London General Hospital for one week.  Three weeks convalescent before return to France.  While in France occasional attacks of Tachycardia and Effort syndrome.  

Oct, 1918:  While on leave in England had Influenzal attack, not in Military Hospital.  Then while convalescent in Scotland had severe Tachycardia and breathlessness.  Was boarded at Horseferry Road and given three months no duty.  Has improved since to certain extent but still has occasional attacks of Tachycardia.  Urine clear.      (Sgd)  T.O. Chenoweth

Present condition:
Has lost 1½ stone since his illness but has made improvement on voyage out.  Still feels debilitated and is subject to the occasional attacks of Tachycardia.  Pulse rate slightly above normal but heart condition otherwise good.


Disability:


On Field Service

Anticipate improvement:
50% six months

     
General labour market:
50% labour 50% full capacity


Recommendation:

Discharge 10/1/19

His appointment was terminated as medically unfit on February 1, 1919. He returned Sydney Street, Mackay and registered there until 1925 working as a medical practitioner.

Captain Thomas Oswald Chenoweth, Aust Medical Army Corps received the British War Medal (31288) and the Victory Medal (29563) for service for his country.

The Eungella Chalet in the Pioneer Valley, Mackay was built for Dr Chenoweth as a Health Resort in 1932 by Max Owens and Joe Gralow but was sold about March 1935 by the Eungella Chalet Syndicate and later converted into a licensed hotel which still trades.

His wife Mary passed away on March 21, 1939 aged 51 years in Brisbane and was buried in the Toowong General Cemetery.  Details of her Estate were published in the:


His name appears on Panel 1 of the Mackay Old Town Hall Honour Board.
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The Argus Saturday June 18, 1904


MATRICULATION


SUCCESSFUL MELBOURNE CANDIDATES


S.M.C.: Thomas Oswald Chenoweth.						             Article abridged





The Argus Friday February 3, 1905


STATE SCHOOL EXHIBITIONS


SUCCESSFUL CANDIDATES


The following is the list of successful candidates for State School Exhibitions, tenable for four or five years at Melbourne University or any of the technical schools.  List in order of merit:


Thomas O. Chenoweth, Wesley College.							Article abridged








The Argus Wednesday August 19, 1908


UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE


MEDICAL EXAMINATIONS – DIVISION III - SUB-DIVISION A


General Pathology and Bacteriology – Fourth Year Medicine – Passed: T.O. Chenoweth





The Argus Tuesday May 31, 1910


UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE


SUPPLIMENTARY MEDICAL EXAMINATIONS – DIVISION III - SUB-DIVISION B


Clinical Surgery – Passed: T.O. Chenoweth (Queens).                                                        Articles abridged








The Courier-Mail Friday April 23, 1915


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATIONS


Dr Thomas O. Chenoweth to be medical officer at Mackay during absence of Dr Hoare.


											Article abridged








20/8/18		Capt T.O. CHENOWETH was attached to Unit as Temporary Medical Officer.


22/8/18		Capt A.M. PURVES reported for duty as Regimental Medical Officer.  


Capt T.O. CHENOWETH rejoined his unit.








Worker April 23, 1940:


TRANSMISSION BY DEATH


Name of Deceased Proprietor – Mary McJanett Chenoweth, late of New Farm, Brisbane, wife of Thomas Oswald Chenoweth


Date of Death – 21st March, 1939


Names of Claimants – Eric Duncan Elwing, of Gympie, James Archibald Elwing, of Rockhampton, Maisie Rachel Chenoweth and Jean Laura Chenoweth, both of New Farm, Brisbane, spinsters as Devisees in Trust.


Description and Situation of Land – Subdivision 4 of Allotment 5 of section 24, city of Mackay.


Estate Claimed to be Transmitted – Fee, simple.


Particulars of Will or Otherwise – Will and Codicil declared 12th December, 1938 and 20th February, 1939, respectively. 








Image sourced from: www.mackayhistory.org











