SAPPER EDGAR WALTER CHAMBERS
72 – 1st Tunnelling Company
Edgar Walter Chambers was born about 1876 in Timaru, Wellington, New Zealand the son of Edgar W. and Lillian Chambers.  As a young man he came to New South Wales, Australia where he married about 21 years of age to Emma Jane Brown by the District Registrar at Leichhardt, Sydney on 29 January, 1896.
They had two sons - Edward Sydney Chambers born in 1902 and John William Chambers baptised on 26 November, 1906. 

He was at Arncliffe, Sydney in 1907 working as a labourer and in 1912 at Paddington.

In April, 1912 a warrant was issued for his arrest for disobeying a magisterial order and notice placed in the Police Gazette: 


At the Board of Health Recruiting Depot on 3 September, 1915 the thirty-nine-year-old married drainer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 174cms (5ft 8½ins) tall, weighing 73kgs (161lbs) with a chest expansion of 92-97cms (36-38ins) and had a dark complexion with good vision in his blue eyes and dark hair going grey.  Religion was Church of England.  Distinctive marks were two vaccination scars on his left arm.  
Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Emma Chambers of Dora Street, Hurstville, NSW and later changed to Unwins Bridge Street, St Peters, NSW.  The Oath of Enlistment was taken at Holdsworthy camp on 20 September, 1915.
After basic training he was allotted to the Miners’ Corp at Casula camp, near Liverpool, NSW who were in their establishment phase of recruiting and preparing to embark for abroad.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 72 in No. 1 Company of the Corps.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.
The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.
The No. 1 Company was officially transferred to the 1st Tunnelling Company.
His wife advised Base Records in May, 1916 that her new address was The Avenue, Sans Souci, Sydney, NSW.  Records replied by letter on May 16 that her changed address had been noted for her husband and Private 3998 E.N. Chambers, 18th Battalion.
He went sick on 18 October, 1916 to the 110th Field Ambulance moving to the 2nd Casualty Clearing Station the following day.  On October 20 was sent to the 14th General Hospital at Boulogne suffering Catarrhal Jaundice (common infective hepatic jaundice caused by infection of hepatobiliary system).  Was conveyed on October 26 on the hospital ship St Denis and admitted the next day to the Keighley War Hospital.  On 21 November was transferred to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital, Dartford until granted furlough from 15 January, 1917 and report to the Wareham on January 30.  On 22 January was admitted to the Dartford military hospital with Influenza and two days later re-admitted to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital.
He appeared before the medical board at 3rd A.A.H on 1 March, 1917 and his Statement of Case reads:




Disability:
Chronic bronchitis



Date of disability:
July, 1916



Place of disability:
France



Essential facts:
No history of winter colds.  Got “heavy cold” in July in France.  Off

duty for 5 days.  Evacuated with jaundice 16th Oct.  While in hospital






here developed bronchitis.  Chest not clear for 1 month, scarcely 






well when sent on furlough.  Developed Laryngitis and a fresh






attack of bronchitis while on furlough and returned here 23.1.17






Constant cough often causing vomiting.




Causation:
Active service and climate




Caused by:
exposure 



Present condition:
Still has cough, worse in morning and often causing vomiting of






breakfast






Heart – right toughening of 1st sound at apex.  Normal dullness.






Rhythm regular.  Pulse 90.

Lungs – right lung at base shows medium crepitations & tendency to Rhonchi (wheezing).  No dullness.



Recommendation:
Change to Australia



Board finding:

Active service – exposure to cold and damp



Disability permanent:
Yes



Labour market:
One half



Finding:

Temporarily unfit for all services for 6 months. 

On 5 April, 1917 was discharged from the Auxiliary Hospital to Administration Headquarters, London and marched in to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth the next day.

Sapper Chambers embarked for Australia from Plymouth, England on 8 April, 1917 on the H.T. Barambah for a change due to chronic bronchitis.  Base Records advised his wife on 20 May, 1917 that he was returning home.  
His name appeared in the list of soldiers returning appearing in the:
The transport docked in Sydney on 19 June, 1917:  News of their impending arrival was reported in the:

The 2nd Military District, Sydney wrote on 21 June, 1917 to Base Records advising that this soldier returned to Australia on 10 June, 1917 and discharged in consequence of medical unfitness on 4 July, 1917.
Military Discharge was issued in Sydney (3rd M.D.) on 4 July, 1917 as medically unfit.  The following day he was issued with the following war pensions:
Self
Edgar Walter
Dora Street, Hurstville
30 shillings per fortnight from 5/7/17

Wife
Emma Jane     “Illawarra” Bay St. Rockdale
15 shillings per fortnight from 5/7/17

Child
William
As above to trustee

10 shillings per fortnight from 5/7/17

These pensions were amended to (undated):

Self
Edward Sydney “Illawarra” Bay Street, Rockdale
10 shillings per fortnight from 5/7/17

Child
William
  As above
amended to

7/6 shillings per fortnight from 5/7/17 

His wife sought a divorce in September, 1918 with the following proceedings appearing in the:
The British War Medal (33123) and the Victory Medal (32708) were issued to Sapper 72 Edgar Walter Chambers, 1st Tunnelling Company for serving his country.
Edgar Walter Chambers passed away on 8 September, 1930 aged 54 years.  Arrangements were published in the:

Interment took place in the Anglican monumental 5E portion of Woronora Cemetery within section 2B in position 446.   There is no headstone.
The Sydney Branch of the Repatriation Commission requested a copy of his service records from Base Records which were forwarded on 27 September, 1930.
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Police Gazette New South Wales April 3, 1912:


DESERTING WIVES AND FAMILIES


ROCKDALE—A warrant has been issued by the children’s Court Bench, Paddington, for the arrest of Edgar Walter Chambers, charged with disobeying a magisterial order for the support of his child (£2 due.)  He is 34 years of age, 5 feet 11½ ins high, thin build dark complexion, brown moustache, black eyelashes, blue eyes, one tooth missing from left side bottom jaw, small scar on left cheek-bone; generally dressed in a dark navy-blue suit and dark-brown soft hat; a labourer.  May go to his sister, Mrs Leonard, at Coolahtah, near Warialda.





Sydney Morning Herald Monday May 28, 1917:


RETURNING SOLDIERS


Following is a list of sick and wounded soldiers who are returning to Australia.


Cpl E.W. Chambers									Article abridged





Sunday Times (Sydney) Saturday June 10, 1917: 


RETURNING SOLDIERS – THREE TRAINS THIS MORNING


At 8 o’clock this morning a first train with sick and wounded Queenslanders and New Zealanders, will arrive at the Central Railway Station.  The men will be taken immediately to Rose Hall, where the Queenslanders will be given lunch at noon, after which they will leave for their home State by special train at 1.35.  The New Zealanders will stay at Rose Hall till they leave for the Dominion.  Relations may visit the men.


A second train with N.S. Welshmen will arrive at 9.10 a.m.  The soldiers will be taken to the Anzac Buffet in the Domain, where they will receive their pay, and will be allowed to go on leave.  Names of cot cases will be posted at the Buffet early.  Only relatives who have obtained permits marked F will be allowed within the enclosure.  The third train, also with N.S. Welshmen, will arrive half an hour after the other, and the men will be taken to the Buffet.  The arrangement for Red Cross cars is that 101 to 154 inclusive, will be at Chalmers-street entrance at 7.55 a.m. and cars 135 to 227 at the same place at 8 o’clock. 





Sydney Morning Herald September 12, 1918:


IN DIVORCE


CHAMBERS v. CHAMBERS


Emma Jane Brown (formerly Brown), sought a divorce from Edgar W. Chambers with grounds of desertion.


The parties were married by the District Registrar at Leichhardt on 29 January, 1896.


Mr R.W. Fraser appeared for the petitioner who was granted a decree nisi, returnable in 6 months.





Sydney Morning Herald Tuesday September 9, 1930:


FUNERAL NOTICES


CHAMBERS—The Relatives and Friends of Mr and Mrs C. CHAMBERS, Mr and Mrs E. CHAMBERS, Mr N.C. CHAMBERS, Mr and Mrs J.T. LENNON, Mr and Mrs C. NORMAN are kindly invited to attend the Funeral of their FATHER, GRANDFATHER and BROTHER; to leave from his son’s residence 479 Wollongong Road, Arncliffe this Tuesday at 2.15 p.m. for the Church of England Cemetery, Woronora.  By road.  Motor Funeral.
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