SAPPER ALBERT CHALLENGER

71 – Mining Corps
Born in Melrose, South Australia the son of James and Harriett Challenger in 1872 was Albert Henry Challenger.  In 1907 he was in Rockhampton, Queensland where the following occurred:

At the Recruiting Depot in Rockhampton, Queensland on November 10, 1915 the forty-two year old bushman applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Two days later forms of Attestation were completed and reveal that he was 176cms (5ft 9¼ins), weighed 68kgs (150lbs) with a chest measurement of 97cms (38ins).  Complexion was fresh with brown eyes and black hair.  Church of England was his religious faith.  Next-of-kin was his sister Mrs P.J. Joyce of Broken Hill, N.S.W.  He was sworn in the same day.

Basic training commenced in Brisbane, Qld until December 11, 1915 and arrived during the final stages of establishment of the Mining Corps and went into their training camp at Casula, near Liverpool, N.S.W.  He was assigned to the No. 1 Company in the rank of Sapper with the regimental number 71.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

He appeared before a medical board on March 13 and the Statement of Case discloses:


Disability:

Rheumatism and Sciatica


Origin:


About six years prior to enlistment in knees first.


Essential facts:
Off and on sick parades since coming into camp.  Unable to attend drills


Caused by:
Not due to Military service.


Present condition:
Unable to attend drills.  Complains of pain in both hips.


Aggravated by:
Intemperance


Special treatment:
In Rockhampton for five weeks; injections into nerve.

Blackboy Hill Board Found:
In toto; pain in both hips; not usual military service.

Livelihood affected: 
Not lessened

Discharged:

Yes

Fit to earn living:
Yes

Further treatment:
Yes

Board recommend:
Suitable employment.

    Other recommendations:
No compensation.








Blackboy Hill 13/3/16.

Further treatment took place from March 15 until March 24, 1916 as a patient in the No. 8 Aust General Hospital Fremantle, W.A. for his Rheumatism and Sciatica.  

Meanwhile the transport Ulysses departed on April 1, 1916 for the voyage to the Suez, Port Said and Alexandria.

Sapper Challenger was transferred from No. 8 General Hospital, W.A. to the transport Argyllshire to return to Brisbane, Qld (1st Military District) on March 24, 1916.  He was admitted to the 6th Aust General Hospital at Kangaroo Point, Brisbane.  

While there receiving treatment on April 10 he went Absent without Leave from hospital on the Monday evening which was witnessed by Sister Jessop and on April 12 was reprimanded after pleading guilty to the charge.

His Statement of Case was completed on April 11, 1916 at Kangaroo Point Hospital as follows:


Disability:

Rheumatism and Sciatica


Origin of Disability: 
6 or 7 years ago 


Place of Disability:
Juandah, Qld


Cause of Disability:
Exposure


Caused by:

Not due to Military Service


Present Condition:
Some pain and stiffness at back of thigh


Recommendation:
Discharge


Board findings:
In toto; pain and stiffness at back of thigh; pre-existing condition.

Military discharge due to medical unfitness was received in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on May 18, 1916.

As Sapper 71 Albert Challenger, Mining Corps did not serve overseas he was not eligible for war medals.

A death is registered in Queensland on February 18, 1928 of the name Albert Challinger.  There are no further public particulars available to identify him as the same person born in 1872 but is the only registered death for that name in the period to 1964.  He was also placed in the central Queensland bush region.  The following is report on the death of this man and although it states he was about 43 years of age, it is an estimated age.  He would have been 55 years of age at this time.

The Brisbane Courier on Wednesday February 22, 1928 reported the news of the unfortunate death of a man called Albert Challenger:
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Rockhampton Morning Bulletin Monday July 22, 1907


POLICE COURT


At the Police Court on Saturday a first offender named Albert Challenger pleaded guilty to the charge of having been drunk in Stanley-street.  Constable J. Proud stated that the defendant had been in the lockup all night.  There was 2s cab fare for conveying him to the lockup.  The Police Magistrate (Mr C. Francis) discharged the defendant on payment of the cab fare.





LOSS OF LIFE


BODY FOUND IN WARREGO


CHARLEVILLE, February 21.


Albert Challenger (aged about 43 years), who passed through Augathella eight or ten days ago with a wagonette and two horses, was held up by the flood in the Warrego at Bardutbulla, 27 miles from Charleville.  He was seen to leave his camp with a bridle in his hand, and as he did not return the police were informed.  Constable Tapeall, of Augathella, traced him to one of the channels and recovered his body at noon to-day, about a quarter of a mile below where the tracks entered the water.  It is surmised that he attempted to swim over after his horses.








