SAPPER ARTHUR JAMES CAVE

1345 – Mining Corps

London, England was stated as the birthplace of Arthur James Cave about 1893.  His military experience was gained with the Territorial Reserve for three years as a Bugler.  His trade was recorded as a seaman and came to Australia.

At the recruiting depot in Sydney on November 23, 1915 the twenty-two year old labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad.  Passing the medical examination Attestation Forms were completed the next day, which describe him as 171cms (5ft 7½ins) tall, weighing 52.7kgs (116lbs) with a chest expansion of 79-87cms (31-34ins).  Complexion was fair and passed the eye test with his blue eyes showing very poor sight in his right eye and only fair vision in the left one.  Hair was light brown.  Church of England was his religious faith.  Next-of-kin nominated was his guardian Mrs Lawrence of 76 Overburg Road, Clapton, West London, England.  He was sworn in the same day.

Basic training commenced almost immediately as a Bugler with ‘E Coy’ 17th Battalion remaining until transferred on December 31, 1915 to the Mining Corps at their Casula Camp, near Liverpool, NSW.  

On February 1, 1916 punishment was issued for the following:


Offence:
Casula 1/2/16 Absent without leave


Award:

Fined 5 shillings

He was re-examined medically on February 12, 1916 in preparation for departure from Australia.  Further information shows he now weighed 61.8kgs (136lbs) but had the same height and chest measurements on enlistment.  Distinctive marks noted were a mole on the back of his left shoulder and three vaccination scars plus a tattoo of a ship and crossed hands on his left forearm and a girl tattooed on the right forearm.  Physical development was good.  Declared fit for service he was allotted to the 1st Reinforcements of the Corps in the rank of Sapper with the regimental number 1345.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  Sapper Cave failed to re-embark and declared a deserter from the 5th Military District and had not been apprehended up to May 1, 1916.

The Commandant, 5th Military District wrote to the Department of Defence on May 3, 1916 returning his Attestation Paper advising that no apprehension to date had occurred.

Military authorities issued a Warrant for his Arrest on May 23, 1916 directing that if apprehended he be returned to the Engineers’ Depot at Moore Park, Sydney, NSW to be dealt with according to law.

On March 30, 1920 Base Records wrote to the 2nd Military District in regards to his failure to embark, requesting further information or subsequent history of the soldier.  They were required to institute inquiries with a view to finding his present whereabouts.

The officer-in-charge at Victoria Barracks, Sydney replied to Base Records on April 29, 1920 that exhaustive efforts to trace the soldier had failed.  The writer went on to state that Cave deserted in the 5th Military District and no further action was necessary on their part.

At Francis Street, Perth, W.A. on May 25, 1916 a Board of Inquiry proceeded with enquiries into the illegal absence of over 21 days of No. 1345 Sapper Cave, Mining Corps.  Sworn evidence given by a Military Staff Clerk produced the file showing that the man absented himself without leave from H.M.A.T. Ulysses  at Fremantle, W.A. on April 1, 1916, failed to re-embark and was still so absent.

A Temporary Clerk with Headquarters also gave evidence that there was no record in their District of what Kit had been issued to Sapper Arthur James Cave.

The Court declared that this soldier illegally absented himself without leave on April 1, 1916, was still so absent and declared a deserter.  No evidence of issue of a Kit to the man was found.

On May 26, 1920 the 5th Military District advised Base Records in reply to their memo of May 15, 1920 in accordance with instructions contained in the Defence Memo dated 3/10/19; should Cave be located, which was unlikely unless he voluntarily surrendered, and that the Warrant for his arrest was never executed. 

Base Records advised the 2nd Military District on June 11, 1920 of the findings of the Court of Inquiry.

On July 22, 1920 Sapper 1345 A.J. Cave was ‘discharged in consequence of desertion’ being illegally absent from April 1, 1916 until July 21, 1920.  This appeared in the Commonwealth of Australia Gazette No. 61 on 22nd July, 1920.

As Sapper Cave did not serve abroad he was ineligible for War Service Medals.

It is possible he changed his name as no further records show him as Arthur James Cave.
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