SAPPER HERBERT CARTWRIGHT
3580 – 1st Tunnelling Company
Herbert Cartwright was born in Wednesfield, Wolverhampton, Staffordshire, England in 1888 the son of Samuel and Martha (nee Horobin) Cartwright.  
Shortly after his birth in 1888, his parents moved the family to Barnsley, Yorkshire, where his father worked as a coal miner.
In 1901 the family were residing at 18 Myrtle Road, Wombwell, Yorkshire and consisted of Samuel (41) hewer in coal mine, Martha (39), John (14) miner’s lamp boy, Herbert (12) and a boarder John Hodgkiss (40) hewer in coal mine.

Towards the end of 1907, his elder brother, John, ventured to Australia in search of a new life and arrived in Sydney on 1 November 1907.  John obtained work at the Metropolitan Mine at Helensburgh, and then sent for his parents and family. 
On June 27, 1908 Herbert accompanied his parents Samuel and Martha and sister Clara as 3rd class passengers on the 3358-ton Orient line steamer R.M.S. Oroya from London to Sydney.  News of their arrival was reported in the:
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Herbert was around 18 years of age when he arrived in Australia and he also obtained work at the Metropolitan Mine at Helensburgh.  For recreation he played soccer and the team he played for was called the ‘Barnsleys’ as many miners, including Herbert, came from that town in Yorkshire.  

In 1913 Herbert married Lily May Summerson.  Lily was born at Lambton, NSW, in 1891, the daughter of James and Elizabeth Summerson.
He was a witness into the cause of death in a Helensburgh Colliery which was reported in the:
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At the recruiting depot in the Town Hall Sydney on 5 January, 1916 the twenty-seven year old miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination with a notation of dental treatment.  Attestation Forms describe him as 160cms (5ft 3ins) tall, weighing 59kgs (130lbs) with a chest expansion of 89-97cms (35-38ins) having a dark complexion with blue eyes and black hair.  Distinctive mark was a scar on his left knee.  Religious faith was Church of England.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Lily Cartwright of Durham House, Helensburgh, South Coast, NSW.

He reported to Liverpool camp, NSW the following day where he signed and took the Oath of Enlistment and assigned to “D Coy” 13th Depot Battalion for basic training until March 15 then allotted to the No. 4 Tunnelling Company. The rank of Sapper and the Regimental number 3680 remaining in No. 4 Company. 

Recruits had been training in Brisbane, Queensland to form part of the No. 4 Tunnelling Company which embarked from Brisbane, Qld early in May, 1916 aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.

At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW on May 10, 1916 the New South Wales section of No. 4 Company were met by the Queenslanders who joined their Headquarters with two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   

The 7713-ton transport departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 
1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

In Perth the No. 6 Tunnelling Company was in their final stages of preparation for departure giving a regimental show of their strength in parades which were reported in the:

Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs departing the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  
Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Down’s camp.
The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 29 August, 1916 arriving at the 2nd Aust Divisional Base Depot the next day and he was taken on strength with the 1st Tunnelling Company in the field on October 30.

He went sick on 29 November, 1916 and rejoined his unit on December 3.
A Memoriam Notice for the death of his nephew killed in action in France in May, 1916 was placed in the:


His service continued without incident and was granted leave to England but became ill with a social disease and transferred from Headquarters London to the 1st Aust Dermatological Hospital at Bulford on 9 October, 1917.  After 31 days curative care was to be discharged on November 8 but was re-admitted with bronchitis and not discharged until 5 December, 1917 going to the No. 2 Command Depot in Weymouth.
On 10 January, 1918 Sapper Cartwright was invalided home to Australia on the H.T. Corinthic for discharge due to bronchitis.  Base Records would have notified his wife that he was returning home.
Herbert was a member of 1ATC from October 1916 until hospitalised in England in October 1917.  In that period he would have worked at Hill 60 in the preparations for the Battle of Messines Ridge.  He also most likely worked on the digging of the Catacombs at Hill 63.  

He may have been involved with the Easter Raid of April 1917 and the accidental explosion of 25 April 1917 which killed 10 members of his unit.  

He may also have worked on the construction of the Hooge Crater dugouts in 1917.


News and lists of the returning soldiers was published in the:



Their arrival in Sydney was reported in the:


The local newspapers also reported arrival of the district’s soldiers in the:
On May 6, 1918 Victoria Barracks, Sydney advised Base Records that Sapper Cartwright arrived on March 7 and discharged in consequence of medical unfitness on 15 May, 1918.
For service for his country Sapper 3580 Herbert Cartwright, 1st Tunnelling Company was issued to wear the British War Medal (47059) and the Victory Medal (45953).

The following was reported in the:



In 1930 they were residing at Walker Street, Helensburgh with his occupation of miner and from 1935 were to 1937 listed at Bulga Street, Helensburgh and in 1943 he was a wheeler residing at 53 Walker Street, Helensburgh.  
A Statement of his Service was requested by the Sydney branch of the Repatriation Commission from Base Records and forwarded on 7 July, 1939.
Herbert Cartwright passed away suddenly in hospital on 4 November, 1947 aged 58 years.  Arrangements were published in the:

Interment took place in the Church of England portion of Helensburgh Cemetery.



The following Obituary was reported in the:



REUNIONS

Former members of the (Alphabet Company) Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company and Tunnellers’ in Sydney would meet to march in the Anzac Day parade then attend their annual luncheon.  Roll Registers for newsletters of this annual event were kept and his name appears as follows:

1928
Cartwright, Herbert

53 Walker Street, Helensburgh, South Coast

Lillian May Cartwright, late of Helensburgh, died on 18 January 1955 age 64.  Notice appeared in Sydney Morning Herald of 20 January 1955.  

She is commemorated at Plot AA Rose Garden 10, 0168 in Woronora Memorial Park, Sutherland, NSW. 
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with the assistance of Susanne Clarkson (nee Cartwright), great niece of Herbert Cartwright

Evening News (Sydney) Saturday 27 June, 1908:


MORE IMMIGRANTS – ARRIVALS IN SYDNEY THIS MORNING


A DESIRABLE CLASS


Two small batches of immigrants arrived in Sydney this morning by the R.M.S. Oroya and the Aberdeen liner Marathon.  On the Oroya there were 10 farm laborers and 9 domestic servants,


The officials of the Intelligence Department were busy this morning placing the new arrivals, and it was anticipated that this work would be concluded during the day, as the demand for both farm labourers and domestics continues unabated. 


The Oroya also brought a few unassisted immigrants for this State, and 206 assisted immigrants for Queensland.  The conduct of the new arrivals on the passage out proves, it is said, that they are of a highly-desirable class.  They were entertained on board at a fancy drew ball and supper, which proved a great success. 





South Coast Times and Wollongong Argus Friday August 13, 1915:


HELENSBURGH


An inquiry was held on Monday by Mr Gates P.S.M., into the circumstances surrounding the death of Alexander Potter, who was injured in the Metropolitan Colliery on the 2nd instant.


On the morning of the accident, he made an inspection of the workings, after breakfast, the roadman (W. Read), informed him that there had been an accident in Cartwright’s place, went to the place which was the third board in the Commonwealth district.  They were putting deceased on a stretcher; told them to get him to the surface as soon as possible; rang up the office, and asked that the doctor be sent for.  Saw deceased at his home at about three in the afternoon, he replied, “Try and do something for me, uncle.”  Assisted to take him to the railway station; Dr Cox accompanied deceased to Sydney.


Herbert Cartwright, in evidence, stated that shortly after starting work on the 2nd, deceased joined him, and started to hew coal opposite the skip.  


Contd.





Continues


I was five or six feet away suddenly heard a burst; I jumped back and noticed the deceased right in front of the skip; the coal hit him in the back; he cried out, “Herb! My back is broken.” 


I caught him and tried to pull him out, but his leg was fast.  Other men came and he was got out.  Had not seen the coal fall the same way in the place before, he had worked in it for seven weeks; the place appeared to be safe in the morning; examined it before starting; deceased tried the coal and roof before he commenced work; was only working about ten minutes or quarter of an hour when the accident happened.      


Article abridged





Photo of Herbert Cartwright courtesy his great niece





South Coast Times and Wollongong Argus Friday 4 May, 1917:


ROLL OF HONOUR


SUMMERSON.—Pte J.C. Summerson, killed in action in France, 5th May, 1916, aged 22 years.


Inserted by his grandfather and uncle and aunt, J. Summerson, L. Cartwright, of Helensburgh and Sapper H. Cartwright, on active service. “He answered the Call.”





The Australian war photographer Captain Frank Hurley visited the Hooge Crater dugouts three days before the Battle of Menin Road and described the conditions he found:


	


It is a wretched job as they are working 25 feet below the surface level and most of the time knee deep in mud, which they jocularly term ‘hero juice’ on account of it percolating through tiers and tiers of buried corpses.  Most of the men are miners and they are applying their knowledge to supreme advantage whilst the Boche shells whiz and burst around them.


Damien Finlayson ‘Crumps and Camouflets’, page 241





Sydney Morning Herald Wednesday 6 February, 1918:


RETURNING SOLDIERS BY THE STEAMER “F”


The following men from the second and first military districts have been listed to return to Australia and are en route from abroad: Spr. Herbert Cartwright, 1st Tng. Coy;				


Article abridged





Sunday Times Sunday 3 March, 1918:


INVALID SOLDIERS – MEN RETURNING ON TUESDAY


One hundred and thirty-six N.S.W. invalid soldiers included in list F will arrive by special train on Tuesday morning.  It is anticipated that the names of these men will be received by the military authorities, and if so the list will be published.


	Spr. Herbert Cartwright								


Article abridged





Maitland Daily Mercury Thursday March 7, 1918: 


RETURNED SOLDIERS


About 1000 returned wounded and sick soldiers returned to Sydney to-day and were given a splendid reception by a great crowd of relatives and friends.


About 200 of the men are from Queensland.





Illawarra Mercury Friday March 8, 1918:


HELENSBURGH – OUR SOLDIERS


Pts. H. Cartwright, G. Hatch, S. Smith have arrived back.  The two former with wounds.





South Coast Times and Wollongong Argus Friday March 8, 1918:


HELENSBURGH


Sapper H. Cartwright arrived home on Tuesday.  Others expected during the week are E. Shipp, S. Smith and G. Hatch.





South Coast and Wollongong Argus Friday May 10, 1929:


DRUNK


Herbert Cartwright was charged with drunkenness at Helensburgh.  He pleaded not guilty.


Constable Reece stated at 6 p.m. on Mach 4th, he saw defendant leave the Paragon Hotel, being half dragged and half carried out by another man.  Witness saw him again a few minutes later when he was staggering about.  Witness told him to get away home, but he made no effort to do so, so witness arrested him.


Herbert Cartwright, the defendant, a wheeler of Helensburgh stated he went down to the hotel about 5 p.m. with two other men.  Witness had three drinks and all three left the hotel.  He denied that the men helped him along and maintained that he was perfectly sober.  


He was talking to another man when the constable came along and got him by the arm and then let go and said, “No need to get hold of your arm, you’re all right.”  Witness asked the constable what the charge was and was told “just plain drunk.”


Constable Reece stated at 6 p.m. on Mach 4th, he saw defendant leave the Paragon Hotel, being half dragged and half carried out by another man.  Witness saw him again a few minutes later when he was staggering about.  Witness told him to get away home, but he made no effort to do so, so witness arrested him.


Herbert Cartwright, the defendant, a wheeler of Helensburgh stated he went down to the hotel about 5 p.m. with two other men.  Witness had three drinks and all three left the hotel.  He denied that the men helped him along and maintained that he was perfectly sober.  


He was talking to another man when the constable came along and got him by the arm and then let go and said, “No need to get hold of your arm, you’re all right.”  							Contd.





Continues


Witness asked the constable what the charge was and was told “just plain drunk.”


Witness admitted having been convicted for similar offences.  Fined £1, or 14 days.


The defendant pleaded not guilty to a further charge of drunkenness on April 3rd.  Constable Reece gave evidence for the prosecution, and said the defendant was very drunk and fell over several times.


Fined £1, 8/- costs, or 14 days.  Allowed 14 days to pay.  





Sydney Morning Herald Wednesday November 5, 1947:


DEATHS


CARTWRIGHT, Herbert—November 4, 1947 (suddenly), at Coledale Hospital, late of 53 Walker Street, Helensburgh, beloved husband of Lillian and loved father of Bessie (Mrs Morrison), and dear brother of Minnie, John and Clara, in his 59th year.





Sydney Morning Herald Wednesday November 5, 1947:


FUNERALS


CARTWRIGHT—The Relatives and Friends of Mrs L. Cartwright, of 53 Walker Street, Helensburgh, Mr and Mrs Neil Morrison and Family, of Vaucluse are invited to attend the Funeral of her beloved Husband, their dear Father, Father-in-law, Grandfather and Brother HERBERT (veteran 13th Batt., 1st Tunnellers, 1914-1918 War), to leave our Parlour, 37 Park Street, Helensburgh, This Day, at 4.15 p.m. for the Church of England Cemetery, Helensburgh.


K. and H. WOOD and SON


Funeral Directors.





Photo of headstone sourced from Find a Grave - https://www.findagrave.com





South Coast Times and Wollongong Argus Thursday November 6, 1947:


OBITUARY


MR H. CARTWRIGHT


The death occurred suddenly on Tuesday at Coledale Hospital, of Mr Herbert Cartwright, of 53 Walker St. Helensburgh.  Aged 58 years, he is survived by a widow, one daughter, Bessie (Mrs Morrison of Vaucluse)


The remains will be interred in Helensburgh C. of E. Cemetery this (Thursday) afternoon.








