2ND CORPORAL STANLEY PERCIVAL CARR 

2374 - 3rd Tunnelling Company
Stanley Percival Carr was born at Glenelg, South Australia.  A married 27 year old miner by trade, he took his medical examination at Kalgoorlie, Western Australia, before signing the Attestation Papers for Service Abroad with the A.I.F. at Blackboy Hill on 13 January 1916.

He named his wife, Violet Augusta (nee Schiff) of Coolgardie, Western Australia, as his Next of Kin, and allotted 3/5ths of his pay to his wife and child.  He was 5ft 6in tall and weighed 139lbs, had a medium complexion with hazel eyes and brown hair.

Stanley joined the Mining Corps on 1 March 1916 and embarked from Sydney on 31 March on board HMAT A16 ‘Star of Victoria’, as part of the 180 member 2nd Reinforcements to the Mining Corps.  

Arriving at Marseilles, France on 17 May 1916, Sapper Carr was attached to 3 Section of the 3rd Australian Tunnelling Company on 25 June and taken on strength of that unit on 30 September.  During the remainder of 1916, Stan would have worked with his unit at Wytschaete, possibly took part in the Battle of Fromelles, and was with the unit when the 20 of his comrades were entombed by an enemy camouflet on their workings at Hill 70.

In 1917, the unit continued its tunnelling work at Hill 70, Loos, Arras and other areas of the Western Front.  On 6 September he was wounded in action, suffering gas poisoning which required treatment at various Casualty Clearing Stations and Field Ambulances before he was hospitalised at 7th General Hospital at St Omer on 8 September.  He rejoined his unit on 20 September, and worked at places like Vermelles, Givenchy and Double Crassiers, until he took some leave from 22 June to 12 July 1918.  He had been promoted to Lance Corporal in February of that year, and was further promoted to 2nd Corporal on 26 October 1918.

On 28 October 1918 Stanley was wounded with gas poisoning for the 2nd time and was admitted to the 55th General Hospital before being evacuated to the 1st Military Hospital at Canterbury, England on 11 November.  He was transferred to the 3rd Auxiliary Hospital at Dartford on the 29th, and recuperated there until 9 December when he was discharged to the Command Depot at Weymouth, where he remained until March 1919.
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Stanley Carr left London on 3 March 1919 on board HMAT A14 ‘Euripides’ for his return to Australia, stepping ashore at Fremantle on 11 May.  He was discharged in 5th M.D. on 6 June 1919, (Medically Unfit) and was entitled to wear the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.

Stan reunited with his wife and family who had moved from Coolgardie to a residence at ‘Fernleigh’, Wordsworth Street, Kalgoorlie, in September 1918, where he passed away on 28 February 1928.

On 7 November 1929, Violet wrote to the authorities requesting a Memorial Plaque and Scroll for Stan.  On 16 April1930 she received the Plaque and Scroll and a Memorial headstone was approved, his death being deemed to have ‘war caused’. 

Violets’ brother, 4904 Sergeant William Andrew Schiff, 16th Infantry Battalion, was awarded the Military Medal for gallantry at Zonnebeke in September 1917.  He was killed during an air raid on a rest camp at Quernieaux in August 1918.
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