SAPPER HENRY HERBERT CARPENTER

2413 – Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company
Henry Herbert ‘Harry’ Carpenter was born in 1886 the son of Sydney and Hannah Carpenter at Hunter’s Hill, Sydney, NSW with the birth registered at Ryde.  He was apprenticed for three years with E.H. Clark at Woolwich, Sydney as a carpenter.
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In 1901 a court case went before His Honor Judge Gibson taken from the:

At Victoria Barracks, Sydney on January 16, 1916 the twenty-nine year old carpenter applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Personal particulars taken reveal he was single and 165cms (5ft 5ins) tall with a chest expansion of 89-97cms (31-34ins).  Postal address was Woolwich Road, Woolwich and was declared fit for service with his application accepted by the recruiting officer.  

Attestation forms were completed at Casula camp, near Liverpool, NSW on January 31, 1916 which describe him further having a dark complexion with blue eyes that tested to good vision and brown hair.  Church of England was his religious denomination.  Next-of-kin nominated was his father S.H. Carpenter of Woolwich Road, Woolwich, NSW.  He was sworn in the same day.

Basic training commenced when he was allotted to the Casula ‘A’ Depot Battalion until February 8, 1916 then transferred to ‘C Coy’ 20th Battalion concluding on March 25.  Sent to Rosebery Park, Sydney the same day was assigned to the 2nd Reinforcements, No. 2 Company of the Mining Corps.

Eighty members of the Reinforcements departed on transport HMAT A14 Euripides from Melbourne, Vic on April 4, 1916.  During their voyage a port of call for refuelling was Colombo, Ceylon and terminated at the Suez about May 5 where the men were transhipped at Alexandria to the City of Edinburgh.  They disembarked at Marseilles, France on May 17, 1916.   On June 1, 1916 they marched into Etaples to the Base Depot.

He went sick on July 10 to hospital and rejoined his unit five days later.

Being a carpenter Harry’s civil career was beneficial to the Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company and was taken on strength with this company on October 3, 1918.

Service continued without incident into 1917 until disciplinary action was taken by the Officer Commanding the Company:



Crime:

In the field when on active service 

Absent from duty (shop) without leave during enemy bombardment 9/8/17



Awarded:
28 day’s F.P. No. 2 [Field Punishment]


   Total forfeiture:
£7.0.0        15/8/17


He was issued with Blue Chevrons to wear on his uniform for twelve months service.

In an audit of the unit on July 18, 1918 he was counted as a member and continued serving until the war ended with Peace declared.

Leave was granted on November 18 and returned to duty on November 29, 1918.  The Company remained on the front and continued to supply electricity and service pumps and equipment for those rehabilitating their area.

Orders arrived to the company to return to the Aust Base Depot and prepare for demobilisation.  They marched out to return to England on April 28, 1919.  After crossing the English Channel from France marched into the Reserve Brigade Aust Artillery the following day to await his voyage home.

Sapper Carpenter embarked for Australia on June 16, 1919 on the H.T. Ormonde.  Next-of-kin were advised of his impending return from Base Records on July 15.  Arrival of the ship was to Sydney, NSW (2nd M.D.) on August 4, 1919.

Military Discharge was issued in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on September 26, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.  The British War Medal (36987) and the Victory Medal (36421) were issued to Sapper Henry Herbert Carpenter, Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company for serving his country.

Harry married in 1925 to Alice Swails and their marriage was registered at Hunter’s Hill.  They are registered residing at 14 Abigail Street, Hunter’s Hill from 1932 onward.

Henry Herbert Carpenter died on October 26, 1955 at 69 years of age.  Notices and arrangements were published in the:



No location is given for his plaque within the Crematorium.

A Statement of Service was sent by Base Records to the Sydney Department of the Repatriation Commission on December 6, 1955.
Harry Carpenter was a member of the (Alphabet Company) Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company and Tunnellers’ Anzac Day Reunion and his name and address is listed in their Roll Registers for newsletters of their annual function after the Anzac Day march in Sydney, NSW.
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14 Abergyle Street, Hunter’s Hill
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14 Abigail Street, Hunter’s Hill 

It was noted a card [of condolence] was sent in November, 1955.
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Sydney Morning Herald Saturday February 23, 1901:


DISTRICT COURT


CARPENTER v. ROBERTSON


In this case His Honor gave his reserved decision, Henry Carpenter, Hunter’s Hill, had sued G.J. Robertson of 17 Loftus Street, Sydney for £35 1s, alleging that defendant had used certain premises in an improper manner.  Defendant pleaded not indebted; that £5, which he paid into court, was sufficient for all claims; and that he had tendered money to plaintiff, and plaintiff had refused to take it.  His Honor gave his verdict for the defendant.





Sydney Morning Herald Friday October 28, 1955:


DEATHS


CARPENTER—Henry Herbert—October 26, 1955, at hospital, dearly loved husband of Alice, and loved father of Sid, William, Joan and Ann, aged 69 years.  At rest.


FUNERAL NOTICE


CAPRENTER—The Relatives and Friends of Mrs Alice Carpenter and Family, of 14 Abigail Street, Hunter’s Hill, are invited to attend the Funeral of her beloved Husband, and their dear Father, HENRY HERBERT CARTENTER; to leave our Chapel, 167 Victoria Road, Gladesville, This Day after service commencing at 2.30 p.m., for Northern Suburbs Crematorium.


T.J. ANDREWS PTY LTD


CARPENTER—The Hunter’s Hill Lodge, No 139, U.G.L. of N.S.W.—Officers and Brethren of the above Lodge and Sister Lodges are invited to attend the Funeral of their esteemed Brother HENRY (HARRY) CARPENTER.  For particulars see family notice.  Regalia.


								H. MORCOM, W.M.


								H.L. FARTHING, P.M.  Sec.


CARPENTER—Gladesville R.S.L. Sub-branch, Gladesville; R.S.L. Club Members are invited to attend the Funeral of the late esteemed Member, HARRY CARPENTER.  See family notice for burial arrangements.


								L.G. WOOLF, Hon. Sec.





Photo sourced from Northern Suburbs Crematorium website








