SAPPER ERIC ARVIDCARLSSON

3413 – 3rd Tunnelling Company
Gothenburg, Sweden was the birthplace of Eric Arvid Carlsson on November 2, 1893 the son of Oscar Axel and Petronella (Eva) Carlsson and had a sister Ester Carlsson.  He came to Australia.  

At the Recruiting Depot in Rockhampton, Qld on February 16, 1916 the twenty-two year old labourer passed the preliminary medical examination for enlistment for service abroad.  Personal particulars from his Application show his height at 170cms (5ft 7ins) and weight of 64.5kgs (142lbs) with a chest measurement of 92cms (36ins).  Hair was light brown, complexion fair with blue eyes, the right eye testing to fair vision and the left one with poorer sight.  A scar from an Inguinal Hernia was a distinctive mark.  Postal Address was Post Office Jericho, Qld.  He was declared fit for active service. 

Forms of Attestation were completed the following day after the medical officer concurred with the previous decision.  He was still a Swedish subject and religious denomination was Church of England.  Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Mrs Eva Carlsson of Postgaton 53, Gottenberg, Sweden.  He signed and took the ‘Oath of Allegiance’ the same day.

At Enoggera camp, Brisbane Private Carlsson commenced basic training on February 20, 1916 with the 11th Depot Battalion until March 21.  He was transferred the next day to the Australian Mining Corps No. 4 Tunnelling Company.

The recruits formed part of the No. 4 Company which embarked from Brisbane, Qld early in May, 1916 aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.

At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   The rank of Sapper and the Regimental number 3413 in No. 4 Company was assigned to him.  

The 7713-ton transport departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs departing the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Down’s camp.

The Chairman of the NSW Department of Lands, Local Land Office in Tamworth, NSW wrote to Base Records on July 25, 1916 in response to their letter of March 16, requesting for the second time if a trace could now be found of the enlistment of Eric Carlsson and if so could they supply details of his regimental number and company he is attached to.  From personal information they had been able to gather he was a Sapper no. 3413 attached to No. 4 Tunnelling Company, Rosebery Park which sailed from Sydney, NSW in the last week of May that year.  

Base Records replied on August 1, 1916 stating that now on their records held was a regimental description of Eric Carlsson, a member of the Aust Imperial Force who enlisted in Rockhampton, Qld on 17/2/16 stating his occupation was labourer and to be 22 years old.  Next-of-kin was his mother residing in Sweden.  His postal address with the A.I.F. was also issued. 

On July 22, 1916 he was admitted to Bulford Hospital for treatment of a Social Disease until August 18 when he was admitted to Fovant Military Hospital.  After 63 days curative care on September 22, 1916 he was discharged to No. 3 Details Camp at Parkhouse.

The following misdemeanours were dealt with:



Offence:
Parkhouse Overstaying leave 2400 hours 1/10/16 to 1200hrs 2/10/16



Award:

2 days C.B. [confined to barracks] by Lieut Kennedy 3/10/16


Total forfeiture:
1 days pay under R.W.



Offence:
Parkhouse A.W.L. from 2400 hours 8/10/16 to 0900 hours 10/10/16



Award:

7 days C.B. by Lt M. Kennedy


Total forfeiture:
2 days pay.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France from Folkstone on the ship S.S. Arundel on New Year’s Day, 1917.  The next day Sapper Carlsson was attached to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.

Taken sick on January 23, 1917 to the 13th Aust Field Ambulance was moved to the 38th Casualty Clearing Station and conveyed on A.T.20 to the 9th General Hospital at Rouen diagnosed with Hydrocele [collection of watery fluid in sac-like body cavity usually scrotum].  Transferred to the 2nd Convalescent Depot on February 8 and two days later discharged to the Aust General Base Depot in Rouen with the debility class ‘A’.  He marched into Etaples to the A.G.B.D. on February 20, 1917.

Sapper Carlsson was attached to the 3rd Tunnelling Company in the field on March 2, 1917 and taken on strength two days later.

Two Blue Chevrons were issued on May 22, 1917 to wear on his uniform for twelve months service.

He appeared before the Officer Commanding the company in the field on September 28, 1917 for the following:



Offence:
Fighting and causing a disturbance in an estaminet



Award:

Ten days F.P. No. 1 [Field Punishment].

On July 13, 1918 he was counted as ‘with unit’ in an audit of the company.

The Commanding Officer of the company on August 8, 1918 issued the following punishment:



Crime:

6/10/18 Conduct to the prejudice of good order and military discipline





Drunk on Duty



Award:

28 days F.P. No. 1.

He went before a Field General Court Martial on October 21, 1918 held at Bracquement with the following:



Charge:
25/9/18 Disobeying a lawful command



Finding:
Guilty:



Sentence:
1 years Jail with hard labour.

Confirmed:
By Lt-Col O.C. Du Pont. O.C. 1st Miners’ Regiment, promulgated 21/10/1918

             
Period under Charge:
25/9/18 to 21/10/18

On November 3, 1918 the above sentence was suspended by the General Officer Commanding under authority for V (Fifth) Army.

Over a week later Peace was declared and he was with his unit as the Tunnelling Companies remained on duty as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with the rehabilitation of their district clearing roads and bridges.

Leave was granted by the Furlough Depot and taken from December 27, 1918 until January 10 and rejoined his unit on January 14, 1919.

Orders were received to return to Base for demobilisation on March 10, 1919.

Administration Headquarters London confirmed on March 20, 1919 that the twenty days pay deducted while in custody for the period under charge the previous year had been remitted.

Their unit moved from the Aust Infantry Base Depot in Havre and crossed the English Channel on March 17, 1919 arriving at the 2nd Training Brigade in Codford.

Sapper Carlsson was aboard the H.T. Zealandic when the ship departed London on May 12, 1919 for the return voyage home.  

Miss Marie Cosgrove of 17 Hoddle Street, Paddington, NSW wrote to Base Records on May 25, 1919 requesting information if Sapper Carlsson had left Belgium as he had written on January 25, 1919 as a member of the 1st Section, 3rd Tunnelling Company saying he expected to depart for Australia in a few days but she had not heard from him since and was very anxious about him.  Reply form no. 19 was sent with information on June 3, 1919.

Miss A. Perry of Manti, Arnold Street, Killara, NSW wrote on June 4, 1919 stating she had received a letter the previous week from Sapper Carlsson, A Section, 3rd Tunnelling Company when in England inferring that he would be leaving at the end of April, 1919.  She presumed he was on his way and could they notify her when he was due to arrive.  Her address would be as above until June 21 and then after would be Arcadia, via Hornsby, NSW.  Acknowledgement by form no. 19 was issued on June 17, 1919.  

The vessel docked in Melbourne, Vic (3rd Military District) on June 29, 1919 and he disembarked in Sydney, NSW (2nd M.D.) on July 1, 1919.

Military Discharge was issued in Sydney, NSW (2nd M.D.) on September 19, 1919 as medically unfit. 

Proceedings from the General Field Court Martial were forwarded to the Attorney General’s Department on April 15, 1920 registered under no. 6570 and the suspension of sentence was registered on September 2, 1920 with no. 17419 to the same office.

The British War Medal (46574) and the Victory Medal (45303) were issued to Sapper 3413 Eric Carlsson, 3rd Tunnelling Company for serving a total of 1310 days of service for his country of which 1133 were served abroad.

On March 26, 1954 Eric Avrid Carlsson wrote from 17 McMichael Street, Maryville, Newcastle, NSW to Army Base Records in Canberra requesting a copy of his discharge from the A.I.F. as his original discharge has been accidentally burnt during their move from Newcastle, NSW sixteen years previously.  He required this when he retired from his present employment.  A reply was forwarded on April 1, 1954.

A Statutory Declaration was dated April 8, 1954 at the above address in which he declared that the loss of his original Discharge was due to moving from their residence his daughter was burning all the rubbish and unfortunately the wooden box which contained his Certificate was accidentally burnt.  A copy was issued on April 15, 1954.

A Statement of his Service was forwarded to the Repatriation Commission, Sydney, NSW on September 10, 1956.

Eric Carlsson died in 1960 in the Newcastle district in NSW aged 67 years.
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