SAPPER THOMAS JOHN CANNING
973 – 3rd Tunnelling Company

Hobart, Tasmania was the birthplace of Thomas John Canning on 23 April, 1864 the son of John and Mary Ann (nee O’Brien) Canning and registered at Bothwell.   His mother died in 1907.

He grew up in Hobart but emigrated to South Africa working as a painter but jobs were not as prevalent as first thought and returned in June 1907 to Hobart.  News of his return was reported in the:


In 1914 he was residing at 14 Smith Street, North Hobart working as a shearer.
At the Town Hall, Claremont on 10 November, 1915 the single miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  He gave his age as forty-eight years but in fact was aged fifty-two.  Attestation forms describe him as 170cms (5ft 7ins) tall, weighing 50.9kgs (112lbs) with a chest expansion of 84-89cms (33-35ins) and had a dark complexion with fair eyesight in his grey eyes and black hair.  Religion was Roman Catholic.  Next-of-kin nominated was initially his sister Mrs Henry McLaughlin of 14 Smith Street, North Hobart and later changed to his brother Charles Joseph Canning of Claremont, Tas.  He took and signed the Oath of Enlistment at Claremont on 13 November, 1915.

Acknowledgment to the volunteers was published in the: 


After basic training was allotted on 16 December, 1915 to No. 3 Company of the Mining Corps at Claremont camp until they were transferred to their training camp at Casula, near Liverpool, New South Wales to train as a Corps.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 973 and remained in No. 3 Company.
At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. 
On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company.’

Military discipline was issued for the following:



Crime:

Absent from billet 22/8/16



Award:

7 days Field Punishment by O.C. Coy 23/8/16

Sapper went sick on 29 November, 1916 to the 72nd Field Ambulance with bronchitis moving to the 1st Company Rest Station on December 4.  Two days later was moved to the 1st Casualty Clearing Station then on December 12 sent to the 1st Canadian General Hospital in Etaples for further treatment of bronchitis.
The No. 3 Company was officially transferred to the 3rd Tunnelling Company in the field on 18 December, 1916. 

On 14 December, 1916 was invalided to England from Calais on the hospital ship Cambria entering the Norfolk War Hospital with slight bronchitis.  On December 20 was transferred to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Dartford and appeared before the medical board on December 28.  
His statement of case reads:




Disability:
Age.  Arteriosclerosis



Date of disability:
Pre-existing


Place of disability:
Australia



Essential facts:
Been treated for bronchitis for first few weeks.  There is an old






complaint.  8 months in France.  Has been a miner all his life.




Causation:
Pre-existing



Caused by:

Active service





Present condition:
Looks his age.  Vessels thickened.   Heart: A.B.  Vth space in N.I.




Sounds poor, dullness, diminished the ? sounds + V.R. at right apex




Chest sounds very well.

Recommendation:
Yes change to Aust.
Approved:

9/12/16

Board finding:
pre-existing

Causation:
yes – active service

Permanent:
yes



Labour market:
¼



Insurance Act:

yes, cause rejection




Finding:
permanently unfit for general service and home service






Dartford 9/1/17


Further notes: Right chest:
Cardio vascular changes are due to wear and tear.  Permanently unfit






For general service.  Unfit for home service 4 months.  Service has






[words blurred by National Archives stamp.]
On 5 January, 1917 Base Records advised his brother that he was admitted to hospital on 14 December, 1916.
His name appeared in the Casualty List in the:


Was discharged to furlough from January 15 and returned to the Dartford hospital on 30 January. Sapper was employed at the hospital huts at Dartford until embarkation. C2A debility classification.

Marched out on 16 February, 1917 to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth.

Sapper embarked for a change to Australia due to age and arteriosclerosis from Plymouth, England on 4 May, 1919 on board H.T. Themistocles.  Base Records advised his brother on 28 May that he was returning home.

His name was among those soldiers returning as listed in the:


The troopship docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 2 July, 1917.  The Tasmanian soldiers boarded the S.S. 
Rotomahana for Launceston arriving on 5 July, 1917.  
News of their arrival was reported in the:

Military Discharge was issued in Hobart (6th M.D.) on 4 September, 1917 was medically unfit.
The 6th Military District forwarded his medical and service records on 10 September, 1917 to Base Records advising the soldier had returned on 2 July and discharged on 4 September, 1917.  Sapper 973 Thomas John Canning, 3rd Tunnelling Company was issued to wear the British War Medal (3334) and the Victory Medal (3333) for serving his country.

He was in Launceston in 1919 with the following reported in the:


A copy of his medical board proceedings was forwarded from Base Records to the Repatriation Commission on 15 October, 1920. 
He collected his War Medal from Hobart on 2 February, 1922 and returned to receive the Victory Medal on 26 June the same year.

By 1924 he had moved to work at Barmah East, Echuca as a labourer and in 1931 was at Cobram with the same occupation.  Was at Barmah Town listed from 1934 to 1937 in the Electoral Rolls.

The Melbourne branch of the Repatriation Commission requested from Base Records a copy of his service records which were forwarded on 24 May, 1940.

Thomas John Canning passed away on 22 June, 1940 aged 76 years.  Interment took place in Barmah Cemetery, Victoria, on June 24.  There is a headstone with plaque.
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North Western Advocate and the Emu Bay Times Tuesday June 18, 1907:


THE REPATRIATED AUSTRALIANS – NO WORK IN SOUTH AFRICA


By the Wimmera, from Melbourne, there arrived in Hobart two of the half-dozen Tasmanians included in the 685 Australians who reached Melbourne a few days ago from South Africa in the steamer Clyde.  The two men were John Mitchell, aged 35, trade a plasterer; and T.J. Canning, aged 42, painter.  Both were born and brought up in Hobart, and had emigrated to South Africa.  Mitchell has left his wife and children in South Africa, to send for them as soon as he can get work and earn sufficient money for that purpose; whilst Canning is a single man.  The two men were met on arrival of the steamer by a government official, and asked if they required to be provided with board and lodgings, then it was found that both had friends to go to.  They were subsequently seen by Mr Douglas, the Under-Secretary, when Mitchell stated that he did not anticipate any difficulty in obtaining employment; indeed, that he fully expected to hear of work during the day.  Canning desires to go to the west Coast, thinking he may do better there.  He asked that the Government would assist him to get there and his request was complied with.  A cable-gram was received by Mr Douglas from Melbourne, stating that a third man, named H.J. Racaban, was coming by the ss Loongana, to arrive at Launceston yesterday, but no other particulars were furnished.


When questioned why they were so anxious to return from South Africa, both Mitchell and Canning stated that, owing to a variety of causes, the labor market in that country was very congested, hundreds and thousands of tradesmen failing to get more than odd jobs.  The rest of the six or seven Tasmanians who came by the ss Clyde, it is understood, will remain on the mainland.





Daily Post (Hobart) Thursday November 11, 1915:


RECRUITING


At the recruiting meeting at the Town Hall yesterday nine men offered for enlistment.


Of these six were passed, and three rejected as unfit.  The names of those who passed are J.A. Garland, T.J. Canning, J. Jackson, T. Smith, F. Bosch, and E.L. Morrisby.





North Western Advocate and the Emu Bay Times Saturday January 13, 1917:


ILL


Spr. T.J. Canning, Claremont								Article abridged





Daily Telegraph Thursday June 21, 1917:


RETURNED SOLDIERS


The following is a list of sick a wounded soldiers returning to Australia:


Sapper T.J. Canning, 1st Mining Corps							Article abridged





Daily Telegraph (Launceston) Friday July 6, 1917:


WELCOME HOME – MORE RETURNED SOLDIERS ARRIVE – AN ENTHUSIASTIC RECEPTION


Anoth batch of returned soldiers arrive at Launceston by the s.s. Rotomahana yesterday.  The reception given them was one in every way fitting for the occasion, this being undoubtedly due in a great degree to the agitation [blurred words] been going on for a long time in the press, and also the public desire that returning soldiers should be given a proper welcome home.  		


The wharf was barricaded and a very large crowd of citizens gathered to witness the disembarkation.  The Launceston Military Band was in attendance and played patriotic airs as the vessel was nearing the wharf.  When the Rotomahana came close the band struck up “Home sweet home” and Mr H.A. Armstrong called for three cheers which were given in a hearty manner by all assembled.  The batch of soldiers, numbered seventy-nine, was welcomed on board by a party which included Mayor (Alderman Coogan), Colonel W. Martin, V.D., Lieutenant-Colonels G. Harrup and A. Newell, Rev. W. Grove, Mr Hardwicks Weedon and members of the Launceston branch of the Red Cross Society.  When the men assembled on the wharf they were publicly welcomed back to Tasmania to the Mayor, who said that they (the returned soldiers) had made Australia famous and proved themselves worthy of the best traditions of the Empire.  He hoped that their stay in Tasmania could be a very happy one. 


The soldiers were conveyed in motor cars to the Base Hospital with the band heading the procession.  Crowds of people lined the streets to see the men pass.  Thirty-two proceeded to Hobart by the train, and the remainder were billeted at the Base Hospital for the night.  The men with leave to-day for the various places to which they belong.


The following is the personnel of the party.


HOBART


Sapper Thomas John Canning, 1st Miners’ Corps, overage and sick.			Article abridged





King Island News (Currie) Wednesday July 9, 1919:


MUNICIPAL COUNCIL


Other letters received were—From Deputy Controller of Repatriation Dept. Launceston, requesting employment of T.J. Canning (returned soldier)							Article abridged








