SAPPER PETER CANNAVAN MID

84 – 1st Tunnelling Company
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Peter Cannavan was born in Townsville, Queensland on January 18, 1888 the son of Peter and Kate (nee Smith) Cannavan.  
In 1909 he was a miner at Herberton Range, Queensland while his brother Thomas was a miner about 50 miles away at Nymbool, Mt Garnet, Queensland.
In 1913 he and his brother Thomas were a miners at Klondyke near Chillagoe, North Queensland.

He enlisted for service abroad at the Townsville Recruiting Depot on August 30, 1915 and passed the medical examination.  Attestation Forms reveal he was an unmarried miner and aged twenty-seven and a half years.  

He was 173cms (5ft 8ins) tall and weighed 68.1kgs (150lbs) with a chest expansion of 84-90cms (33-35½ins).  Dark was his complexion with brown eyes and dark brown hair.  Roman Catholic was his religion and next-of-kin given was his brother, Mr William Cannavan of Home Hill near Ayr, Qld.  He took the “Oath of Allegiance” the same day.

[image: image2.jpg]



Basic training would have commenced at the 11th Depot Battalion at Enoggera, Brisbane as the Mining Corps was in the establishment phase at this time and recruitment of miners for the Corps was taking place throughout the country. On October 28, 1915 Peter was sent to their Casula camp, near Liverpool, NSW for further training.  He was assigned to the No.1 Company in the rank of Sapper with the regimental number 84.  

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

Sapper was a member of the Corps who boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

On July 5, 1916 Sapper Cannavan was injured slightly by a fall of earth and taken to the 138th Field Ambulance and admitted with a sprained ankle.
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The Unit Diary of the 1st Tunnelling Company for July 5, 1916 states the following:

He was transferred on July 12, 1916 from the 129th Field Ambulance to return to duty and rejoined his unit the following day.

A Field Court Martial was held in the field on October 9, 1916.  Sapper Cannavan had been in confinement awaiting trial from October 1 until October 8.

CHARGE:
When on active service disobeying a lawful command given by his superior officer, in that he at Covent Garden Advanced billet on 1st October, 1916 refused to carry firewood when ordered to do so by No. 278 Corporal A.J. Smith 1st Aust. Tunnelling Coy (Section 9-2) A.A.

       



PLEADED Guilty;  FOUND Guilty


        SENTENCE: 
42 days F.P. No.1 [Field Punishment]


       CONFIRMED:
By Lt-Col A.T. Pritchard. Major F. Bryant, 20th Manchester Rgmt President

Sapper Cannavan was officially assigned to the 1st Tunnelling Company on December 24, 1916.

On March 9, 1917 he was sent to the 47th Divisional Rest Station then transferred and admitted to the 7th General Hospital at St Omer suffering from Mumps.  He was discharged and returned to Base Details on March 28 and returned to duty the following day to his Unit.

While on leave in London the following occurred:



Offence:
W.O.A.S. [while on active service] – A.W.L.





From 10 a.m. 26/8/17 till 10 a.m. 27/8/17



Award:

7 days F.P. No. 2.


    Total forfeiture:
9 days.

Blue Chevrons were due but no date given.  Each blue Service Chevron denoted one year’s service from 1 January 1915.  A red Chevron denoted service before 31 December 1914. 

He was taken sick to the 1/1st West Riding Field Ambulance and admitted with Myalgia (muscular pain) on March 3, 1918 then transferred to the 3rd Aust. Casualty Clearing Station.  Two days later was conveyed on A.T.34 to the 7th Canadian General Hospital at Etaples diagnosed with Myalgia on admission.  On March 19 he was transferred to the No. 6 Convalescent Depot for three days then appeared before the Medical Board on March 21.  After two days he was relocated to the Aust. General Base Depot at Rouelles and marched out to his unit on March 31, rejoining on April 12, 1918.

On May 2, 1918 he entered the 5th Canadian Field Ambulance suffering from P.U.O. (Pyrexia (Fever) Unknown Origin) and after three days was moved to the 19th C.C.S.  By May 7 was admitted to the 10th General Hospital at Rouen.   Recuperation took place at the 2nd Convalescent Depot commencing on May 11 being discharged to the A.G.B.D. at Rouelles on May 16.  He rejoined his unit on May 28 after a journey of four days from the Rouelles Depot.

He proceeded on leave from August 9 until August 25, 1918.

Was with his Company when Armistice was declared and they remained as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation work of clearing roads, bridges or buildings of explosives or general maintenance as ordered.

On December 21, 1918 he reported sick to the 55th C.C.S. and was transferred to two days later to the 7th General Hospital at Wimereux diagnosed with a social disease.   On Christmas Day, 1918 was conveyed to Havre on A.T.4 and admitted N.Y.D. (not yet diagnosed) to the 39th General Hospital for treatment on December 30, 1918.

He departed France in a hospital ship crossing the English Channel on January 15, 1919 and admitted to the 1st A.D.H. at Bulford the following day.  After forty-two days medical treatment he was discharged on February 27 to the Convalescent Training Depot at Parkhouse for twelve days.  

On 16th January 1919, 43 Sapper Batterham; 5598 Sapper Paton; 9 CQMS Hammond and 84 Sapper Cannavan, all of the 1st Australian Tunnelling Company A.E., were recommended for the award of Mention in Despatches by the Acting Chief Engineer of the Australian Corps, the recommendation reading: 
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A Kit Inventory took place the following day and was issued with the following items after being discharged from hospital:


Fork, Knife & Spoon, Cardigan, Flannel shirt, singlets, woollen socks and a sea kit bag.

No signs of the disease remaining he was released to the No.1 Command Depot on March 10 and his medical check-up states heart and lungs clear, no discharge now.    

Another Kit Inspection took place on March 14 and he received the following items:

Universal Kit Bag, Hair Brush, Drawers, Woollen Socks, Towel, Jacket, Two Australia Titles, Breeches and a Comforter Cap.  His puttees were withdrawn.

Three days later his breeches were withdrawn and issued with another pair.  On March 23, 1919 the following items were withdrawn from his kit in preparation for his return home:

Comb, fork, knife & spoon, breeches & jacket, braces and a haversack.

He was issued that same day with a Dungaree jacket & trousers.

On March 31, 1919 he departed for Australia on board the H.T. Khyber.  On April 25, 1919 his next-of-kin was notified on his impending return.  Sapper Cannavan disembarked in Brisbane (1st Military District) on May 18, 1919.

He had been a member of 1ATC from May 1916 until his return to Australia.  In that period he would have worked at Hill 60 in the preparations for the Battle of Messines Ridge.  He also most likely worked on the digging of the Catacombs at Hill 63.  

He may have been involved with the Easter Raid of April 1917 and the accidental explosion of 25 April 1917 which killed 10 members of his unit.  

He may have also been involved with operations on the Hindenberg Line in September 1918 when 20 members of 1 & 2ATCs where decorated.  He may also have worked on the construction of the Hooge Crater dugouts.


At the 6th A.G.H., Kangaroo Point, Brisbane on May 21, 1919 he was examined by a medical board who found no disability and after a dental check-up was released to the Staff Officer Invalid & Returned Soldiers Section and confirmation of a discharge stamped on documents the next day.  He accepted his Military discharge on July 5, 1919 in Brisbane, (1st M.D.)

84 Sapper Peter Cannavan, 1st Tunnelling Company, received the British War Medal (12126) and the Victory Medal (11967) for his active service abroad.

Peter Cannavan died at Silver Valley, Queensland on August 13, 1927.

Peter is commemorated in the book ‘Home Hill Remembers – The Boer War Veterans and the Volunteers of World War 1 1914-1918’ produced by the Home Hill Sub-branch of the RSL. 

Two of his brothers also served in the Great War:

983 TROOPER PATRICK CANNAVAN

5th Light Horse Regiment

Born at
 Georgetown, Queensland on 10 January 1894, Patrick was a Miner when he enlisted at Herberton, Queensland on 11 January 1915.  He initially named his father, Thomas Cannavan, as his Next-of-Kin, later changed to his brother Michael Cannavan of Townsville and later of Home Hill.
Appointed to the 5th Light Horse Regiment, he embarked at Newcastle, NSW on 17 May 1915 on board HMAT A57 Malakuta and joined his unit at Gallipoli on 25 September 1915.
Patrick suffered malaria in August/September 1918.  He was granted Non-military Employment leave in England from 2 August to 13 September 1919 to learn about motors.
Returning to Australia on board Port Denison he left London on 25 September 1919 and disembarked in Sydney on 17 November 1919.  Discharged in Brisbane on 17 Januay1920 he was entitled to wear the 1914/15 Star, the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.

Patrick married Ivy James on Queensland in 1921.  He served in WW2, enlisting on 20 March 1941 at Woodstock, Queensland serving as Q55035 Private Patrick Cannavan with the Garrison Battalion, Volunteer Defence Force.  He was discharged on 8 June 1943.  He had named as his Next-of-Kin his wife Ivy Cannavan. 
Patrick Cannavan died on 3 February 1949 and was buried at Belgian Gardens Cemetery, Townsville, Section A, Sub-section 7, Row 40, plot 464. 
939 CORPORAL THOMAS FRANCIS CANNAVAN

5th Light Horse Regiment

Born at
 Georgetown, Queensland in 1886, Thomas was a Miner when he enlisted at Townsville on 21 December 1914, naming as his Next-of-Kin his brother Michael Cannavan of Mt Garnet, North Queensland.

Appointed to the 5th Light Horse Regiment, he embarked at Newcastle, NSW on 17 May 1915 on board HMAT A57 Malakuta and joined his unit at Gallipoli on 25 September 1915.
He returned to Australia on Madras leaving Kantara on 28 June 1919 and disembarking at Sydney on 3 August 1919.  Discharged in Brisbane on 14 October 1919 entitled to wear the 1914/15 Star, the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.
In 1925 he was a labourer at Home Hill.  1930, a labourer the Crown Hotel, Home Hill.  From 1937 to 1943 he was a labourer ‘Cannavan’s’, Home Hill (Cannavan Road, Home Hill?).  In 1943 he was a labourer at the White Horse Hotel, Charters Towers, and from 1949 to 1958 he was a labourer at Stewart’s, Milchester, Charters Towers.  In 1963 he was living at Arcade, Mosman Street, Charters Towers (Stock Exchange Arcade?)
Thomas Francis Cannavan died on 11 March 1964 aged 78 years and was buried on 13 March at Charters Towers Cemetery, Lynd, Section 55, Plot 58, grave 13260.


Both Thomas and Patrick are commemorated in the ‘Home Hill Remembers’ book.

Donna Baldey 2010 / 2013 / 2020
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Townsville Daily Bulletin - Tuesday September 7, 1915:


WAR IN EUROPE


The number of volunteers leaving Townsville to join the Enoggera camp is increasing weekly.  On the two previous Mondays over 60 men left, and last night the volunteers leaving by the Bingera totalled 88.  


On this occasion there was no parade through the town, the volunteers being instructed to muster at the wharf at 8.30 p.m.                                                               						


Abridged





BAILLEUL 


July 5th  Trenches 95 -101  10’ 6”    Plogsteert (123) 6’ 0”    Prowse Point 10’ 0”     2 men wounded





“During the whole period of service in France and especially for the period February 25th 1918 to November 11th 1918, have shewn consistent devotion to duty under all conditions of service.





Especially since September 29th under the difficult conditions of constant movement and change of Camp they have not spared themselves in the various tasks allotted to them in rendering the Fourth Army Area safe from Mines and in repairing the damage done to roads and bridges.”








The Australian war photographer Captain Frank Hurley visited the Hooge Crater dugouts three days before the Battle of Menin Road and described the conditions he found:


	


It is a wretched job as they are working 25 feet below the surface level and most of the time knee deep in mud, which they jocularly term ‘hero juice’ on account of it percolating through tiers and tiers of buried corpses.  Most of the men are miners and they are applying their knowledge to supreme advantage whilst the Boche shells whiz and burst around them.


Damien Finlayson ‘Crumps and Camouflets’, page 241
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