SAPPER JAMES RALPH CANHAM

2601 - 1st Tunnelling Company / 37th Battalion

James Ralph Canham was born on June 30, 1885 the son of James and Mary (nee Johnston) Canham in St Helen’s, Tasmania.  He said he had been apprenticed to J. Phillips for 7 months in Tasmania.  In 1913 he was a labourer working in Babinda, Queensland and later that year worked in the Cloncurry district, Western Queensland.

On January 3, 1916 the thirty-one year old unmarried labourer enlisted at the Recruiting Depot in Townsville, Qld for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Personal details taken for Attestation Forms show he was 170cms (5ft 7ins) tall, weighed 62.2kgs (137lbs) with a chest measurement of 87-92cms (34-36ins).  Complexion was dark with brown eyes and dark brown hair and Church of England his religious faith.  Next-of-kin nominated was his father Mr James Canham of St Helens, Tasmania.  Three shillings of his pay was allotted to support his mother.  He was sworn in the same day.

Acknowledgement to the volunteers appeared in the Townsville Daily Bulletin on Tuesday January 4, 1916:


Basic training commenced at Enoggera camp, Brisbane on January 7, 1916 with the 11th Depot Battalion until February 19 then was relocated to train at the Miners’ Depot to March 30, 1916.  He was assigned to the 3rd Reinforcements No. 1 Company with the regimental number 2601 in the rank of Sapper.

Eighty members of the Reinforcements departed on transport HMAT A14 Euripides from Melbourne, Vic on April 4, 1916.  Their voyage terminated at the Suez on May 5 where the men were transhipped at Alexandria on the City of Edinburgh.   Sapper Canham disembarked.

On July 13, 1916 he was disciplined for the following at Zagazig:



Offence:
12/7/16 Being in town without a pass



Award:

7 days C.B. [Confined to Barracks]


Total forfeiture:
1 days pay.

He departed Alexandria for England on board the ship Arcadian on July 29, 1916 and on August 11 was attached to the 1st Pioneer Battalion.  

While there action for an Offence took place on in August, 1916:



Offence:
(1) Drunkenness





(2) Creating a disturbance after lights out





(3) Insufferable language to an officer.



Award:

14 days C.C.

He was transferred on August 23, 1916 to No. 2 camp of the Pioneer Battalion.

Anxious to rejoin his company in France he was a stowaway on a transport and marched into the Aust General Base Depot at Etaples on December 4 and was taken on strength on December 28, 1916 with the 1st Tunnelling Company in the field.

In trouble again action was taken on January 22, 1917:



Crime:

W.O.A.S. [While on active service] Insolence to an officer



Award:

14 days F.P. No. 2 [Field Punishment]

And again on February 21, 1917:



Crime:

W.O.A.S. (1) Drunkenness





(2) Creating a disturbance





(3) Using insulting language to an N.C.O.



Award:

28 days F.P. No. 1.

In the field on April 5, 1917:



Crime:

4/4/17 W.O.A.S. Disobedience of Company Orders



Award:

21 days F.P. No. 1

On April 12, 1917 he went sick to the 5th London Field Ambulance and admitted with German measles and transferred to the 7th General Hospital at St Omer the next day.  He was discharged to duty on April 21.

A few days later on April 27 he was caught once more:



Offence:
W.O.A.S. (1) A.W.L. from noon to 1.30 p.m. 25/4/17





(2) Being in possession of intoxicating liquor in billet contrary to C.O.’s





      order.





(3) Drunkenness



Award:

28 days F.P. No. 1 and £7 ($14) entered in pay book.

He left under authority to return to the 1st Aust General Base on May 6, 1917 and three days later was declared ‘unfit for tunnelling’ and attached to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, would accustom reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.

On June 22, 1917 left to join the 37th Battalion in the field but departed to Havre to the 3rd A.G.B.D. for classification and marked “T.B.” [to Base Duty] for one month at Rouelles.

He proceeded to England on August 15 from Havre to be “P.B.” [permanent to base] arriving at No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth the following day.

In strife once again he appeared before Major C.C. Campbell on September 3, 1917.



Offence:
Weymouth 1/9/17 being in Weymouth without a pass.



Award:

7 days F.P. No. 2.

And less than a fortnight later reappeared before the Major again:



Offence:
Weymouth 11/9/17 A.W.L. from 2 p.m. parade.





12/9/17 making a false statement.



Award:

7 days F.P. No. 2.

He marched out on September 21, 1917 to No. 3 Command Depot at Hurdcott and was reclassified with the disability B1a1.

Captain R. Ball dealt with the following on October 21, 1917:



Offence:
Hurdcott 19/10/17 telegram 20/10/17



Award:

3 days



Forfeits:
2 days pay under R.W.

After reclassification to C3 disability he marched out to the Overseas Training Brigade at Deverill on October 30 to train for active service and departed on November 14 from Longbridge, Deverill via Folkstone to France.  He entered the Rouelles A.G.B.D. and rejoined the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion before coming back to his unit the 1st Tunnelling Company on November 17.   

On December 5, 1917 he was disciplined by the Commanding Officer for the following:



Crime:

When on A.S. conduct prejudicial to good order & military disciplines





Urinating in the C.O.’s Dining Room.



Award:

Forfeits 7 days pay.

The following day he returned to the 3rd A.G.B.D. at Rouelles and then on to the Aust Infantry Base Depot on December 16, 1917.

He was drafted to England from Rouelles as permanent to base and returned to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth on January 17, 1918 and after a week went to No. 4 C.D.

On March 2, 1918 he was sent again to the Overseas Training Brigade at Longbridge, Deverill to reinforce the 37th Battalion leaving via Southampton on March 28 and entered the A.I.B.D. in Rouelles.

He left for the front on April 5 and taken on strength five days later.  The same day he was admitted to the 11th Field Ambulance then transferred to the 20th Casualty Clearing Station suffering from Synovitis of the knee [Tissue lining that lubricates certain joints during movement becomes inflamed] and admitted to the 11th S.A. General Hospital in Abbeville.

He departed France for England on April 22, 1918 on the hospital ship Pieter de Connick entering Guildford War Hospital the next day.  On May 10 was discharged to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Dartford and returned to the No. 3 C.D. at Hurdcott on May 15.

On June 16, 1918 he cancelled the allotment of three shillings from his pay to his mother.  The paymaster (6th M.D.) advised her on June 7 that the allotment had been cancelled and asked to what extent was she dependent on this money.  Mrs Mary Canhan replied on June 17 saying as her husband wasn’t well she had relied on the money and had no idea of why her son had cancelled this as she had always been careful with his money.

Punishment was issued by Major H. Prince for another Offence on June 19, 1918:



Offence:
London 14/6/18 A.W.L. from midnight 13/6/18 till noon 17/6/18.



Award:

7 days F.P. No. 2.


Total forfeiture:
11 days pay.

Went sick to Brigade Hospital in Hurdcott with the flu and discharged to the Convalescent Training Brigade at Parkhouse on July 4, 1918.  From July 15 he spent three days at the 1st Australian Dermatological Hospital at Bulford for treatment of a social disease.

At the Tidworth Military Hospital he was treated on August 26, 1918 for alcoholic poisoning and classed with Bb disability.  

There was also trouble in Tidworth on August 28, 1918 before Capt A. McLennan:



Offence:
Drunkenness in that at Tidworth on 25/8/18 at about 5.10 he was drunk



Award:

Fined 2/6.

Departure from Parkhouse was on September 3, 1918 and returned to No. 3 C.D. at Hurdcott then went to No. 2 C.D. at Weymouth on September 9, 1918.

He was invalided to Australia on November 8, 1918 on the H.T. Gaika for discharge in Australia due to a Ventral Hernia.  News that Peace had been declared would have been broadcast to the ship a few days later.  On December 11, 1918 next-of-kin were advised his return was imminent.  The ship docked in Melbourne, Vic (3rd M.D.) on December 29, 1918 and he left to return to Brisbane, Qld (1st M.D.)

Military Discharge was issued in Sydney, NSW (2nd M.D.) on February 29, 1919.  He returned to the Cloncurry district to work as a labourer and was still registered there in 1925.  

Sapper / Private 2601 James Ralph Canham, 1st Tunnelling Company / 37th Battalion was issued with the British War Medal (39043) and the Victory Medal (38352) for service abroad.

In 1929 he was with the Main Roads Department at Gunning, NSW and the following year in Goulburn, NSW.  His address was Gunnedah Road, Coonabarabran, NSW in 1933 and at Broken Hill, NSW in 1940.

While in Goulburn, NSW he signed a Statutory Declaration on July 18, 1930 declaring that his Military Discharge and Badge along with money and other articles were stolen from him while working in Harden, NSW.  The theft was reported to police but he declared nothing came of it.

On July 12, 1930 both war medals were forwarded to him via registered post.  He replied from Wollongong, NSW that he had received the medals.  The Duplicate Returned Soldier’s Badge (C2256) was posted on August 8, 1930 care of the Post Office, Goulburn, NSW.  The Discharge Certificate was issued on August 28, 1930.

A Statement of Service was sent to the Department of Repatriation, Sydney, NSW on November 16, 1932.

The Secretary of the Broken Hill Sub-branch of the Returned Soldiers’ League wrote on his behalf on September 2, 1940 requesting a Statutory Declaration to claim a Duplicate Discharge as his had been lost.  

From his address at Griffith, NSW he declared on November 21, 1940 that his Discharge had been lost while working with the Main Roads Dept in 1929.  When departing their roadside camp he apparently left his Discharge behind in the camp when he left and only later missed the Certificate.  This was replaced on November 28, 1940.

James Ralph Canham died at Narrandera, NSW on December 30, 1962 aged 78 years.  His death was registered in Marrickville, NSW.  

The Public Trustee in Sydney wrote to Base Records advising that administration of his Estate had been forwarded to their office.  They inquired if J.R. Canham had made out a Will while in service and if so, was it handed back to him when discharged.  They also required the next-of-kin he nominated at that time.  Base Records replied on September 23, 1963 informing them that no record was held at their office of him making a Will and advised his next-of-kin on documents.
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NORTHERN VOLUNTEERS


With the end of the holiday season, a fresh spirit in volunteering is apparent, 42 men leaving from the Townsville centre on Monday night for Enoggera.  The names and districts of the volunteers are as follows:                                   Abridged to Western Queensland only:


Camooweal: John Hall, Charles Counsell, Henry Hare.


Richmond: Thomas Leonard Dwyer, Joseph Horatio Barry Guest, Charles Kendall, John Clarence Ryan, Leslie Staunton.


Selwyn: James Ralph Canham.








