SAPPER THOMAS CAMPBELL
7648 – 2nd Tunnelling Company
Thomas Campbell was born about 1877 in Donegal, Ireland.  He came to Australia and was working in Kalgoorlie in 1917.  He had a brother William who went to New Zealand about 1892.
At the recruiting depot in Kalgoorlie on 10 April, 1917 the forty year old miner from Boulder applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Forms of Attestation were completed which describe him as single, standing 173cms (5ft 8ins) tall, weighing 68kgs (150lbs) with a chest measurement of 89-93cms (35-37½ins).  Complexion was fair with blue eyes and brown hair.  Distinctive marks were three vaccination scars on his right arm.  Religion was Roman Catholic faith.  Next-of-kin nominated was his brother William Campbell, late of Donegal, 1892 now at Te Rehunga, Dannevirk, North Island, New Zealand.  He signed the ‘Oath and swore allegiance to King and Country.’
Basic Training commenced on 18 April, 1917 with Xth Depot Battalion until allotted to the Tunnelling Company on 16 May and transferred to their training camp at Seymour, Victoria joining the April Reinforcements.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 7648.  In preparation for departure it was noted he had lodged his Will with the Company’s authorities.

The April Reinforcements consisted of 168 members who embarked on the troopship HMAT A68 Anchises on August 8, 1917 from Sydney, NSW.  Colds and influenza were prevalent at the commencement of the voyage.   Crossing the Pacific Ocean the vessel arrived at Colon, Panama on September 2, 1917 departing six days later.  Halifax, Nova Scotia was reached on the 18th and after three days in port departed on September 21, 1917.  The final journey to England was completed after a 55 day voyage when they docked at Liverpool on October 2, 1917.  The troops were detrained to Tidworth.  The following day they arrived at No. 1 and 3 Details Camps at Parkhouse for further training for the front.

On 14 November, 1917 the Reinforcement proceeded to France from Southampton arriving the next day to the Aust General Base Depot at Rouelles.  Two days later they were assigned to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.

Sapper Campbell was attached on 24 November to the 3rd Pioneer Battalion remaining until marching in to the 1st Anzac Corps Depot on 13 December, 1917.  

On 12 February, 1918 was attached to the 2nd Tunnelling Company in the field.  The Unit Diary of the 2nd Tunnelling Company records the following extract:

“12/2/18

Nos 95 and 129 started.  No 69 finished.  Fine. 15 Reinfts marched in ex 1st Anzac Corps Reinf Depot.”  

Twelve days later was wounded in action and taken to the 149th Field Ambulance suffering gas poisoning from a shell attack. 

The 2nd Tunnelling Company’s Unit Diary reported the following:

“28/2/18





No 1 Section camp again heavily bombarded, many direct hits on 

Shelters taking place.  Camp abandoned and men billeted in METZ.  

38 cases of gassing.  Total to date from three bombardments 77 cases.  

On account of these casualties the work in 2nd Div. area being done by No. 1 Sec was stopped.

Weather wet.” 


Sapper was moved to the 57th Field Ambulance and on 3 March transferred to the 47th General Hospital in Le Treport.  On 13 March was evacuated to England on the hospital ship Carisbrook Castle and admitted to the Bath War Hospital in Bath for further treatment.
On 28 March, 1918 was discharged to the 3rd Aust. Auxiliary Hospital in Dartford.  Sapper was discharged to furlough on 2 April and to report to the No. 4 Command Depot at Hurdcott on April 16.

Cables were sent to his brother as follows:

Arriving as ordered he proceeded to the Overseas Training Brigade at Longbridge, Deverill on May 3.  On 25 May left Southampton for France reaching the A.G.B.D. in Rouelles the next day and marched out to join his unit on June 3 and taken on strength.

His brother in New Zealand must have written to Base Records on 5 August, 1918 about his brother Thomas including an enclosure (not in file).  
Records replied on 16 August, 1918 that financial matters were not dealt with at their office and had been referred to the District Paymaster, Defence Department in Perth.  All further communications on the subject should be directed to that Officer.  The writer stated since the report of admission to Bath War Hospital from the effects of gas, nothing had been received in respect of him, but in the absence of later reports it may be assumed he progressed favourably.  They gave his address for correspondence and advised their notation of his new address for their records.

The 3rd Military District advised on 3 September, 1918 that the latest address of William Campbell was Te Ruhunga, Dannevirke, New Zealand.
His service continued without further incident and was with his Unit when Peace was declared.  The Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with the rehabilitation of their districts by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps left by the enemy.

Leave from France was taken between 3 March and 21 March, 1919.

Orders to prepare for demobilisation and return to the 2nd Aust. Base Depot were issued on 25 May, 1919 and they embarked for England from Havre crossing the English Channel and marching into the No. 2 Group camp in Sutton Veny.

After demobilisation Sapper Campbell embarked for Australia on 12 July, 1919 on board H.T. City of Exeter.  He was admitted to the ship’s hospital on 29 July with Febricula (short, slight fever of obscure causation) and discharged on 3 August.  Base Records advised his brother that he was on his way home.  
His name was among those listed in the:

The ship docked in Fremantle (5th Military District) on 16 August, 1919.  News of their arrival was published in the:
Military Discharge was issued in Perth (5th M.D.) on 17 September, 1919 as medically unfit.

Sapper 7648 Thomas Campbell, 2nd Tunnelling Company was issued for service for his country the British War Medal (20008) and the Victory Medal (19133).

These medals were not collected from the designated barracks and returned to Base Records on 30 September, 1924.  A letter was written to him on 9 October, 1924 care of the last known address of his next-of-kin at Te Rehunga, Danneverke, N.Z.

A Statement of his Service was requested by the Perth Branch of the Repatriation Commission from Base Records and forwarded on 28 March, 1927. 
His brother William Campbell wrote on 14 May, 1934 from “Bonnie Brae” Pukekohe, N.Z. to the Swan Barracks, which was referred to Base Records, asking for any information concerning his brother.  Since he returned from the war he had heard nothing from him and believed he was in Kalgoorlie or Coolgardie where he was before the war.

Records contacted the Repatriation Commission on Riverside Drive, Perth on 7 June, 1934 requesting the address of ex-member Thomas Campbell.  They replied to the memorandum with his present address on 20 June, 1934.

Base Records wrote back to William Campbell on 27 June, 1934 stating that the latest address in their records of his brother was care of Mearns Store, Coolgardie, W.A.

He was listed as a prospector in Coolgardie in 1937.

Thomas Campbell, late of Claremont, passed away on 13 October, 1944 aged 66.  Funeral arrangements were published in the: 
His grave is located in the Roman Catholic portion of Karrakatta Cemetery within section SC in gravesite 52.
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						BASREC WELLINGTON


	INFORM NEXT OF KIN 7648 THOMAS CAMPBELL ADMITTED BATH WAR HOSPITAL FOURTEENTH


	MARCH GASSED CLASSED AS WOUNDED


									DEFENCE 27/3/18





	AMJ					BASREC WELLINGTON


INFORM WILLIAM CAMPBELL SHANNON BROTHER 7648 THOMAS CAMPBELL WOUNDED EFFECTS GAS


									DEFENCE 12/4/18








Kalgoorlie Miner Thursday 14 August, 1919:


CITY OF EXETER


			Spr T. Campbell						Article abridged





Daily News (Perth) Saturday 16 August, 1919:


CITY OF EXETER MEN


TO REPORT TOMORROW MORNING


The military authorities advise that the men of the City of Exeter, who disembarked late this afternoon, and were allowed to proceed to their homes, are required to report at “E” Shed Fremantle tomorrow morning at 10 o’clock for medical examination and finalisation.





Western Australian Saturday October 14, 1944:


FUNERAL NOTICES


CAMPBELL—The Funeral of the late Mr Thomas Campbell, late of Dalkeith and formerly No. 7648 2nd Tunnellers, 1st AIF will take place in the Roman Catholic portion of the Karrakatta Cemetery at 11.30 o’clock THIS (Saturday) MORNING.


DONALD J. CHIPPER and SON








